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OFFICIAL,  DOCUMENT,  No.  5. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  15,  1905. 

To  His  Excellency  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker,  Governor  of  Penn'a : 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  5,  1005,  being 
the  seventy-second  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Commoii- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Department  oi  Public  Instruction. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  Of  the  legislation  enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  the  new  high  school  law  seems  to  give  most  trouble  in 
its  enforcement.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  big  step  forward  in  the 
educational  history  of  the  State.  It  brings  the  directors  face  to 
face  with  the  problems  of  secondary  education  as  distinguished 
from  the  education  which  can  be  given  in  the  lower  grades,  including 
the  grammar  school.  Either  the  directors  must  establish  and  main- 
tain a  high  school  in  their  own  district,  or  they  must  pay  tuition 
in  the  high  school  of  a  neighboring  district.  This  law  puts  Penn- 
sylvania in  line  with  those  States  which  aim  to  make  the  high  school 
accessible  to  their  entire  population.  The  manifest  design  of  this 
act  of  Assembly  is  to  bring  high  school  privileges  within  the  reach 
of  all  pupils  who  are  sufficiently  advanced  to  profit  by  that  kind  of 
instruction,  and  from  this  point  of  view  the  law  should  be  inter- 
preted and  applied. 

It  imposes  upon  directors  a  new  responsibility,  and  no  school 
board  should  shirk  this  responsibility  by  refusing  to  make  the  nec- 
essary arrangements. 

Since  this  law  says  nothing  about  county  lines,  or  about  the  length 
of  the  term,  or  about  the  grade  of  the  high  school,  it  is  a  fair  inter- 
pretation to  say  that  it  does  not  confine  the  attendance  of  a  pupil 
to  high  schools  in  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  but  that  lie  may 
attend  a  high  school  in  another  county,  if  it  is  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  his  own  home.  The  tuition  ought  to  be  paid  for  the 
entire  term  of  eight,  nine  or  ten  months,  even  though  the  term  of 
the  pupil's  district  is  only  seven  months;  otherwise  a  boy  or  girl  who 
is  unable  to  pay  tuition  would  be  compelled  to  drop  out  of  school 
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before  the  end  of  the  year  and  thus  could  not  keep  up  with  the  work 
during  the  subsequent  years  of  the  course. 

Since  the  school  laws  recognize  high  schools  of  three  grades,  it 
must  unfortunately  be  assumed  that  if  a  township  or  borough  main- 
tains a  high  school  of  the  third  grade,  it  is  under  no  obligation  to 
pay  tuition  in  high  schools  of  the  first  or  second  grade.  This  limita- 
tion can  be  remedied  by  future  legislation,  if  the  law  meets  with 
sufficient  popular  favor. 

Another  limitation  was  wisely  put  into  the  statute.  A  district 
cannot  be  compelled,  under  this  legislation,  to  admit  pupils  from 
the  outside;  otherwise  its  classes  might  be  overcrowded,  involving 
the  necessity  of  erecting  new  buildings  and  of  employing  additional 
teachers.  This  restriction  should  be  retained,  in  case  the  scope  of 
the  law  is  enlarged. 

This  legislation  has  also  raised  into  prominence  the  question: — 
What  constitutes  a  high  school?  Not  a  fine  building,  nor  a  liberal 
salary,  nor  a  large  attendance,  nor  a  course  of  study  on  paper,  but 
pupils  fitted  for  study  beyond  the  common  branches,  and  corres- 
ponding instruction  by  competent  teachers  constitute  a  high  school. 

In  due  time  -the  growth  of  educational  sentiment  will  always  de- 
mand fine  buildings,  liberal  salaries  and  teachers  who  are  special- 
ists; but  these  are  not  necessary  when  a  high  school  is  first  organ- 
ized. One  efficient  teacher  and  a  suitable  room  in  which  the  pupils 
may  study  and  recite,  are  sufficient  to  start  a  high  school  with  a 
two  years'  course  of  study. 

VACCINATION  AND  COMPULSORY  ATTENDANCE. 

Still  greater  difficulties  arose  in  connection  with  legislation 
enacted  ten  years  ago.  For  the  purpose  of  banishing  small-pox 
from  our  State,  the  Health  Commissioner  issued  a  circular  insisting 
upon  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  act  of  June  18,  1895,  which  ex- 
cludes from  school  all  children  who  do  not  present  a  certificate  of 
successful  vaccination.  This  raised  legal  questions  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Attorney  General  for  decision.  In  his  written  opinion, 
which  is  appended  to  this  report,  it  is  held  that  the  law  applies  to 
townships  as  well  as  cities  and  boroughs,  that  it  does  not  nullify  the 
law  which  makes  attendance  at  school  compulsory,  but  that  no  fine 
can  be  imposed  upon  a  parent  or  guardian  for  the  non-attendance  of 
a  child  that  has  been  excluded  from  school  because  the  said  child 
does  not  present  a  certificate  of  successful  vaccination.  In  other 
words,  if  the  children  are  to  attend  school,  they  must  be  vaccinated, 
or  have  had  smallpox,  but  the  statute  does  not  say  that  they  must 
be  vaccinated.  An  unvaccinated  child  has  its  school  rights  sus- 
pended until  there  is  compliance  with  the  law. 


No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  vii 

I  am  in  hearty  accord  wi1li  the  suggestion  of  the  Attorney  General 
that  at  this  point  additional  legislation  is  needed.  As  the  law  now 
stands  the  unvaccinated  child  has  no  school  privileges  and  must 
grow  up  illiterate  and  unprepared  for  the  duties  of  citizenship 
and  of  civilized  life.  For  under  (he  existing  statute  the  unvaccin- 
ated child  is  excluded,  not  only  from  the  public  schools,  but  also 
from  private  schools  and  Sunday  Schools.  Inless  a  private  tutor 
can  be  provided,  ignorance  and  illiteracy  must  be  the  doom  of  the 
child  whose  parent  or  guardian  neglects  or  opposes  vaccination. 
The  law  is  further  defective  because  it  punishes  the  innocent  for 
the  guilty.  The  guilt  for  the  neglect  of  vaccination  belongs  to  the 
parent,  and  perhaps  to 'the  physician,  whilst  the  child  is  made  to 
suffer  the  double  penalty  of  loss  of  schooling  and  loss  of  protection 
against  a  loathsome  disease. 

Either  vaccination  should  be  made  compulsory,  as  in  England  and 
Germany,  or  some  provision  should  be  made  by  which  education 
becomes  possible  in  the  case  of  children  whose  parents  will  not 
permit  them  to  be  vaccinated. 

Moreover,  an  exception  should  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  chil- 
dren that  cannot  be  successfully  vaccinated.  Surely  the  spirit,  if 
not  the  letter  of  the  law,  has  been  complied  with  in  cases  in  which 
three  or  four  unsuccessful  attempts  at  vaccination  have  been  made. 

Those  who  framed  the  present  law  supposed  that  the  desire  for 
schooling  would  cause  all  parents  to  have  their  children  vaccinated. 
In  this  respect  the  act  of  June  18,  1895,  has  been  a  source  of  disap- 
pointment. The  dangers  of  vaccination  have  been  magnified;  mis- 
leading literature  has  been  circulated;  and  in  many  instances  the 
directors  failed,  not  only  to  support  the  teachers,  but  even  to  distri- 
bute the  circular  letter  of  the  Health  Commissioner.  They  were 
relieved  of  a  disagreeable  responsibility  when  the  law  shifted  the 
odious  duty  of  excluding  pupils  from  school  from  their  shoulders 
v=pon  the  shoulders  of  the  teacher. 

In  any  future  legislation  all  power  over  the  admission  and  exclu- 
sion of  children  should  be  restored  to  the  school  board  as  was  the 
case  before  the  act  of  1S95  was  passed.  Without  doubt  the  act  was 
designed,  not  as  a  penalty,  but  as  a  preventive.  But  in  this  respect  it 
has  failed  because  mere  exclusion  from  school  does  not  prevent  the 
unvaccinated  child  from  associating  with  others  upon  the  streets. 
Nor  does  it  compel  the  teachers  to  be  vaccinated,  who  are  just  as 
likely  to  bring  the  epidemic  to  school  as  the  children  themselves. 

By  way  of  summary,  we  may  say  that  the  act  of  June  IS,  1895,  is 
unsatisfactory  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  It  has  failed  to  make  vaccination  universal. 

2.  It  has  disorganized  the  schools  in  communities  where  there 

was  no  apparent  danger  from  small-pox. 
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3.  It  punishes  the  innocent  instead  of  the  guilty. 

4.  It  does  not  exclude  unvaccinated  children  from  public  places, 

and  yet  assumes  that  they  ninst  be  kept  away  from  other 
children. 

5.  It  does  not  impose  vaccination  upon  teachers,  but  obliges  them 

to  shoulder  the  odium  which  arises  through  the  neglect  of 
a  duty  for  which  parents,  physicians  and  health  officers 
should  be  held  responsible. 

The  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Health  Commissioner  to  make  vac- 
cination universal  should  be  seconded  and  supported  by  all  who  are 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  public  schools.  Whenever  small-pox 
becomes  epidemic  the  schools  must  be  closed  and  at  times  the 
school  treasury  has  been  depleted  by  the  expense  involved  in  the  care 
of  small-pox  patients. 

Health  is  a  matter  of  such  great  importance  that  it  should  never 
be  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  any  kind  or  form  of  schooling. 

The  Purpose  of  the  School. 

The  excitement  caused  by  the  drastic  enforcement  of  the  vaccina- 
tion law  has  obscured  for  many  minds  the  real  purpose  for  which 
schools  are  established  and  maintained.  The  public  schools  exist 
to  give  children  the  training  and  instruction  which  will  fit  them 
for  citizenship  and  for  life  in  the  midst  of  a  civilized  community. 
The  man  who  cannot  read  nor  write  has  nothing  between  himself 
and  starvation,  except  a  pick  and  a  shovel,  and  the  lowest  forms  of 
manual  labor.  He  cannot  do  work  in  which  written  or  printed 
directions  must  be  followed.  He  cannot  read  the  names  of  stations 
along  the  highways  of  travel,  nor  the  bill  of  fare  at  a  hotel.  He 
cannot  write  to  the  dear  ones  at  home,  nor  read  the  letters  which 
they  send  to  him.  He  must  get  the  news  of  the  day  from  hearsay 
and  trust  to  others  in  the  marking  of  his  ballot  and  in  the  keeping 
of  his  accounts.  He  is  not  adjusted  to  civilized  life.  If  the  schools 
should  cease  their  work  for  a  generation,  the  human  race  would 
relapse  into  barbarism.  In  all  legislation  the  time  and  energy  of 
the  teachers  should  be  conserved  for  the  legitimate  work  of  the 
school;  and  the  schools  should  not  be  utilized  to  subserve  purposes 
which  lie  outside  of  the  training  and  the  education  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration. 
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THE  FUNCTION   <>F  THE   HIGH   SCHOOL. 

From  one  point  of  view,  the  work  of  the  high  school  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  work  in  the  lower  grades;  from  another,  it  is  radically 
different.  The  elementary  school  deals  with  things  and  their  cor- 
responding- symbols  as  used  in  reading,  writing,  reckoning,  geo- 
graphy and  grammar;  the  high  school  continues  this  work  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  the  right  use  of  books,  and  of  imparting  the 
power  to  enjoy  good  literature.  The  high  school  pupil  has  to  deal 
with  ideas  apart  from  things.  Appeals  to  the  understanding  must, 
indeed,  be  made  in  the  lower  grades — not  to  do  so  is  to  beget  cases 
of  arrested  development;  but  the  pupil  frequently  has  enough  to 
do  if  he  simply  learns  to  perform  the  operations.  The  mind  of  the 
child,  although  perpetually  asking  the  reason  why,  is  apt  to  be  sat- 
isfied with  reasons  and  relations  that  lie  on  the  surface.  During 
the  high  school  period  the  mind  must  be  taught  to  penetrate  deeper 
and  to  think  relations  that  are  scientific.  Science  is  the  knowledge 
of  things  in  their  causes  and  essential  relations.  Cause  and  effect, 
reason  and  consequence,  law  and  its  application,  the  general  and 
the  particular,  means  and  end — these  are  the  relations  which  the 
high  school  pupil  is  expected  to  seek  after  and  cognize. 

The  value  of  scientific  habits  of  thought  can  hardly  be  overesti- 
mated in  an  age  whose  entire  industrial  development  is  based  upon 
the  sciences.  The  era  of  the  self-made  man  is  rapidly  waning.  The 
beginner  in  every  vocation  is  expected  to  bring  to  his  work  a  thor- 
ough control  of  his  powers  and  as  full  an  equipment  as  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  school  during  the  most  plastic  period  of  life. 

Sir  Humphrey  Davy  said  that  he  made  his  greatest  discovery 
When  he  discovered  Michael  Faraday.  Like  the  Scotch  master  in 
the  Bonnie  Briar  Bush,  who  found  his  highest  ambition  gratified 
when  he  could  send  bright  boys  to  the  University  at  Edinburgh, 
the  high  school  teacher  does  his  greatest  work  when  he  discovers 
gifted  pupils,  inspires  them  to  go  to  college,  and  thereby  saves  God- 
given  talent  from  being  buried  in  obscurity. 

A  high  school  of  the  first  grade  should  fit  its  students  for  college. 
A  high  school  with  a  course  covering  two  or  three  years  should  do 
work  that  will  be  accepted  by  colleges,  so  far  as  it  covers  the  en- 
trance requirements.  For  the  great  majority  of  its  pupils,  the  high 
school  is  not  a  fitting  school,  but  a  finishing  school.  This  fact  should 
not  be  overlooked  in  making  the  courses  of  study. 

In  all  educational  discussions  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
school  cannot  supply  all  the  essentials  of  bread-winning  and  for- 
tune-getting. There  are  many  things  essential  to  success  which 
must  be  learned  outside  of  the  school  and  beyond  the  school.    Edu- 
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cation  involves  far  more  than  mere  schooling.  Valuable  as  the  farm 
and  the  home  are  for  the  educational  development  of  the  child, 
they  may  nevertheless  become  the  graveyard  of  talent.  When  the 
career  of  the  great  men  who  came  from  the  shop  and  the  farm  is 
traced  backward,  one  always  finds  somewhere  a  live  teacher  who 
inspired  the  sense  of  something  to  be  achieved.  The  efficient  teacher 
is  the  most  important  factor  in  a  system  of  public  instruction. 

The  school  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  burden  which  civilization 
must  carry.  On  the  contrary,  civilization  is  the  burden  which  the 
schools  must  carry.  Abolish  the  schools  during  one  generation 
and  the  next  will  lapse  into  barbarism.  Improve  the  schools  and 
you  elevate  the  life  of  a  people.  The  school  is  the  most  important 
interest  with  which  legislation  has  to  deal;  and  the  surplus  in  the 
State  Treasury  could  be  wisely  expended  upon  the  right  education 
of  the  children. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

NATHAN   C.    SCIIAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


Office  of  the  Attorney  General, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  November  29,   1905. 

Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion: 

Sir:  I  have  your  letter,  stating  that  you  are  in  the  receipt  of 
many  inquiries  asking  whether,  under  the  Compulsory  School  Law. 
it  is  possible  to  impose  a  fine  upon  parents  or  guardians  for  the  non- 
attendance  of  pupils  who  have  been  excluded  from  the  public  schools 
on  the  ground  that  they  do  not  present  a  certificate  of  successful 
vaccination,  and  asking  me  to  interpret  the  law  so  that  my  opinion 
may  be  transmitted  to  the  various  school  districts  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am  also  in  receipt  of  a  very  large  number  of  communications, 
written  to  me  at  the  instance  of  the  Health  Commissioner  by  par- 
ents, teachers,  school  directors  and  District  Superintendents,  all 
bearing  upon  the  same  subject,  and  indicating  by  their  number  and 
variety  the  serious  difficulty  arising  from  the  supposed  conflict  be- 
tween the  Compulsory  Education  Law,  and  the  provisions  of  the. 
law  relating  to  vaccination. 

These  communications  may  be  classified  according  to  the  points 
of  view  which  they  express.  Some  parents  take  the  ground  that 
they  are  opposed  to  vaccination;  others  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
fined  for  neglecting  to  send  their  children  to  school,  when  admis- 
sion has  been  refused  because  of  the  absence  of  a  doctor's  certificate. 
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Teachers  are  puzzled  as  to  their  rights  and  duties;  they  wish  to  en- 
force attendance  upon  the  schools,  and  they  desire  to  obey  the  law 
as  to  vaccination,  and  they  ask  whether  they  shall  seek  to  fine  the 
parents  for  contumaciously  refusing  to  have  their  children  vacci- 
nated; others  desire  to  know  which  law  has  precedence;  other  com 
plain  of  their  schools  being-  broken  up;  others  again  ask  whether 
they  are  justified  in  accepting  certificates  from  reputable  physicians 
that  children  should  not  be  vaccinated.  A  superintendent  writes 
that  five  hundred  and  eleven  pupils  having  befen  dismissed  in  a  single 
district  by  the  teachers  for  non-compliance  with  the  vaccination 
law  because  of  the  action  of  the  local  Board  of  Health,  they  are 
now  in  a  quandary  as  to  the  re-admission  of  the  pupils,  without  com- 
pliance with  the  law,  because  of  the  rescission  of  the  action  of  the 
Health  Board  owing  to  some  informality  in  its  original  action. 

I  have  given  the  subject  careful  consideration,  and  shall  endea- 
vor to  make  plain  the  light  and  duties  of  all  parties  to  this  con- 
troversy. 

In  the  first  place,  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  by  every- 
body that  there  is  at  present  but  one  law  relating  to  Compulsory 
Education.  It  is  the  Act  of  11th  of  July,  1901  (P.  L.  G58).  The 
act  of  May  16,  1895  (P.  L.  72),  and  the  amending  act  of  July  12th, 
1897  (P.  L.  248),  were  both  expressly  repealed  by  the  Act  of  July 
11th,  1901.  My  predecessor,  Attorney  General  Elkin  pointed  this 
out  in  an  opinion  given  at  the  request  of  the  Deputy  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  on  the  11th  of  September,  1901,  published  in 
the  twenty-fifth  volume  of  the  Pennsylvania  County  Court  Reports, 
p.  503.  I  call  attention  to  this  because  the  letters  of  the  teachers, 
in  many  instances,  refer  to  the  earlier  acts  and  ignore  the  existing 
law. 

In  the  second  place,  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  by  every- 
body that  the  only  Compulsory  Vaccination  Act  is  that  of  the  20th 
of  April,  1905  (P.  L.  228),  and  that  this  Act  relates  only  to  cities  of 
the  first  class,  requiring  that  the  Departments  of  Health  of  such 
cities  shall  make  rules  and  regulations  covering  and  including  the 
admission  and  attendance  of  persons  at  public  or  private  schools. 
hospitals  and  asylums,  or  any  other  public  or  private  educational  or 
charitable  institutions,  and  the  compulsory  vaccination  or  re-vac- 
cination of  inmates  thereof,  and  of  persons  attending  the  same,  or 
employed  therein  as  physicians,  teachers,  nurses,  or  in  any  other 
capacity.  The  making  of  such  rules  is  obligatory.  The  act  is  con 
stitutional  within  the  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Field,  Appel 
lant  v.  Robinson,  198  Pa.  State  Reports,  G38. 

In  the  third  place,  it  should  be  understood  by  everybody  that  the 
Advisory  Board  of  Health,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Health,  undei    the  Act  of  27th  of  April,  1905  (P.  L.  312). 
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may  draw  up  such  reasonable  orders  and  regulations  as  are  deemed 
by  said  Board  necessary  for  the  prevention  of  disease  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  lives  and  health  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and 
that  these  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  promulgated  by  sending 
printed  copies  to  all  local  boards  of  health,  school  boards,  and  clerks 
of  councils,  cities  and  boroughs. 

In  the  fourth  place,  it  should  be  understood  by  everybody  that 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Duffield,  Appellant  v.  School  Dis- 
trict, 162  Pa.  State  Reports,  476,  sustained  an  ordinance  that  "no 
pupil  shall  be  permitted  to  attend  any  public  or  private  school  with- 
out a  certificate  of  a  practicing  physician  that  such  pupil  has  been 
subjected  to  the  process  of  vaccination. •' 

In  the  fifth  place  it  should  be  understood  by  everybody  that  the 
Act  of  11th  of  June,  1895  (P.  L,  202),  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the  public  health  in  the  sev- 
eral municipalities  of  this  Commonwealth,"  is,  so  far  as  is  necessary 
to  be  considered  in  this  connection,  in  full  force,  and  that  its  con- 
stitutionality has  been  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  Field  v. 
Robinson,  198  Pa.  State  Reports,  638.  The  12th  section  of  this  Act 
provides  that  "all  principals  or  other  persons  in  charge  of  schools 
as  aforesaid  i.  e.  public,  private,  parochial,  Sunday  or  other  schools, 
are  hereby  required  to  refuse  the  admission  of  amr  child  to  the 
schools  under  their  charge  or  supervision,  except  upon  a  certificate 
signed  b}r  a  physician,  setting  forth  that  such  child  has  been  sucecss- 
fully  vaccinated  or  that  it  has  previously  had  small-pox." 

Bearing  these  essential  facts  in  mind,  I  now  proceed  to  a  review 
of  the  cases  which  have  arisen  in  the  county  courts. 

The  earliest  case  is  that  of  Nissley  v.  Hummelstown  Borough 
School  Directors,  9  District  Reports,  732,  also  reported  in  18  Pa. 
County  Court  Reports,  481,  arising  in  1896.  The  important  features 
of  this  case  are  two-fold:  First,  That  the  right  of  any  citizen  to 
have  his  children  attend  the  public  schools  is  not  complete  until 
there  has  been  a  compliance  with  the  legislative  requirement  of  a 
doctor's  certificate  of  successful  vaccination  or  that  the  children  have 
already  had  the  small-pox;  Second,  That  the  Act  of  18th  June. 
1895  (P.  L.  203),  is  not  mandatory  as  to  vaccination.  In  other  words, 
compliance  with  the  legislative  provisions  as  to  vaccination  is  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  the  right  to  attend  school,  but  outside  of  I  Id's 
there  is  nothing  which  compels  the  parent  to  have  his  child  vacci- 
nated. Judge  MeFherson  declares  that  (he  Legislature  has  ihe  un- 
doubted right  to  require  vaccination  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
admission  into  the  public  schools.     He  says: 

"The  public  schools  are  maintained  out  <>!  (lie  public  funds  raised 

by   taxation a  very  large  contribution   being  made  directly 

out  of  the  Slate  Treasury and  it  is  clearly  within  the  power 
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of  the  Legislature,  as  representing  the  Commonwealth,  to  declare 

upon  what  terms  the  public  bounty  is  to  be  enjoyed The 

act  does  not  undertake  to  compel  vaccination,  and  therefore  the 
questions  which  have  been  considered  elsewhere  concerning  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  over  the  human  body  do  not  now  arise. 
The  right  of  the  plaintiffs'  children  to  attend  the  schools  is  not  com- 
plete until  they  have  complied  with  the  conditions  which  the  Legis- 
lature has  seen  fit  to  impose.  Without  the  certificate  of  a  physician 
as  required  by  the  statute  they  cannot  be  admitted." 

The  meat  of  this  decision  is  that  if  the  children  are  to  attend 
school  they  must  be  vaccinated,  or  else  have  had  the  small-pox, 
but  the  statute  does  not  say  they  must  be  vaccinated.  An  unvac- 
cinated  child  has  its  school  rights  suspended  until  there  is  compli- 
ance with  the  statute.  There  is  a  distinction  between  a  teacher's 
saying  "before  you  can  attend  school  you  must  be  vaccinated,"  and 
saying  "go  out  and  be  vaccinated."  The  first  he  must  say;  the  lat- 
ter he  cannot  dictate. 

The  next  case  in  order  of  date  is  that  of  Sprague  v.  J.  E.  Baldwin 
and  others,  18  Pa.  County  Court  Reports,  568.  Here,  as  in  the  for- 
mer, there  was  an  effort  made  by  a  parent  to  compel  by  mandamus 
the  admission  of  an  unvaccinated  child.  The  school  board  of  the 
township  resisted,  on  the  ground  that  a  physician's  certificate  must 
be  produced.  It  was  held  in  an  opinion  by  Judge  Morrison,  that 
the  act  of  June  18,  1895,  requiring  those  in  charge  of  schools  to  re- 
fuse admission  in  the  absence  of  a  certificate  of  vaccination  applied 
to  township  school  districts  as  well  as  to  cities  and  boroughs;  that 
a  township  was  a  municipal  corporation  and  that  the  act  was  con- 
stitutional.    He  distinctly  agreed  with  Judge  McPherson. 

This  was  followed  by  the  case  of  Commonwealth  v  Smith,  9  District 
Reporter,  625,  and  also  reported  in  24  County  Court  Reports,  129. 
Judge  Fanning,  after  reviewing  Judge  McPherson's  opinion,  declares 
that  the  teachers  were  right  in  refusing  to  admit  the  child  without 
a  certificate,  but  that  there  was  nothing  mandatory  in  the  statute 
compelling  vaccination. 

Judge  Craig,  in  the  case  of  Gerhard,  Township  School  District,  24 
Pa.  County  Court  Reports,  339,  in  a  very  elaborate  opinion,  reaches 
the  same  result,  and,  quoting  from  a  Connecticut  case  (Bisch  v.  Da- 
vidson, 65  Conn.  183),  says: 

"It  (the  statute)  does  not  authorize  or  compel  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion. It  simply  requires  vaccination  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  public  schools." 

The  late  Judge  Arnold,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  case  of  Tyndall  v. 

The  Board  of  Public  Education,  10  District  Reports,  665,  showed  that 

the  duties  and  rights  of  teachers  and  pupils  were  reciprocal. He  said: 

"As  local  directors  mav  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  ex- 
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elude  school  pupils  who  have  not  been  vaccinated,  as  held  by  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Diffield  v.  Williamsport  School  District,  162  Pa. 
St.,  476,  so  may  they  exclude  teachers  and  other  employes  for  a  like 
reason.  The  protection  which  vaccination  is  believed  to  afford  must 
be  reciprocal;  pupils  and  teachers  are  alike  entitled  to  protection 
against  contagious  disease.  Whether  vaccination  is  a  preventive 
of  small-pox  this  Court  has  no  power  to  investigate  and  decide. 
The  Legislature  has  authorized  and  the  Supreme  Court  has  sus- 
tained regulations  requiring  vaccination,  and  therefore  a  court  of 
first  instance  is  prohibited  from  inquiring  into  the  efficiency  of  vac- 
cination, as  a  preventive  of  small-pox  Field  v.  Robin- 
son, 198  Penna.  St.  638.  The  opinion  of  the  plaintiff 
that  vaccination  is  not  a  preventive  and  that  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  her  health  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  to  exempt  her  from  obe- 
dience to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Education  requiring  vaccination 

She  has  set  up  her  own  opinion  against  that  of  the  Board 

of  Education ;  she  has  refused  to  comply  with  a  lawful  regu- 
lation of  the  Board;  therefore  she  is  subject  to  suspension  and  dis- 
missal." 

The  latest  case  is  that  of  Cousins  v.  Borgie  et  al.,  13  Dist.  Re- 
ports, 368,  in  which  Judge  Lindsay  sustained  a  mandamus  to  compel 
the  admission  of  a  child  who  held  a  physician's  certificate.  He  held, 
that  while  the  school  directors  had  the  right  to  determine  whether 
the  certificate  was  genuine  or  fraudulent,  yet  they  had  no  power 
to  go  behind  the  certificate;  it  was  not  for  the  board  to  determine 
whether  the  child  had  or  had  not  been  successfully  vaccinated,  or 
whether  it  has  had  the  small-pox:  '"when  the  certificate  of  a  physi- 
cian is  produced  to  either  fact,  that  fact  is  determined  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  act." 

These  authorities,  harmonious  in  all  respects  and  illustrating  dif 
ferent  phases  of  the  question,  establish  conclusively  the  right  and 
the  duty  of  teachers  and  all  other  school  officers  of  whatever  grade, 
to  refuse  admission  to  the  schools  of  pupils  who  do  not  produce  the 
necessary  certificate.     Controversy  upon  that  point  is  idle. 

I  now  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  the  supposed  conflict  between 
the  Compulsory  Education  Act  and  the  twelfth  section  of  the  Act 
of  1895,  directing  the  exclusion  of  an  unvaccinated  pupil,  or  rather, 
a  pupil  unsupplied  with  the  requisite  physician's  certificate.  In  my 
judgment  there  is  no  necessary  conflict — the  acts  can  and  must  be 
read  together  as  parts  of  the  same  system.  Sanitary  provisions 
are  not  destructive,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  health  regulations 
shall  prevail.  It  is  idle  to  attempt  to  educate  children  at  the  peril 
of  their  lives,  or  to  open  school  in  a  place  or  under  conditions  of 
danger.  The  expenditures  of  the  State  might  be  largely  lost  if 
the  safety  of  pupils  and  teachers  were  not  first  secured.     A  cold 
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business  view   of  the  matter,  as  well  as  a   legal  and  politic  one, 
unite  in  this  eonelusion. 

Judge  McPherson,  in  the  first  case  reviewed,  I  ouches  upon  this 
feature,  while  not  deciding  it.  He  said:  "If  the  acts  conflict,  the 
health  act  must  prevail  as  later  in  date."  (He  was  speaking  of  a 
time  when  the  Education  Act  of  May  16,  1895,  was  in  force),  and 
then  adds: 

"So  also  the  Compulsory  Education  Act  provides  that  children 
may  be  excused  if  the  shcool  board  receives  satisfactory  evidence 
that  attendance  is  prevented  by  mental,  physical  or  other  urgent 
reason;  that  it  might  be  held  that  a  child  not  vaccinated  and  there- 
fore refused  was  prevented  by  a  physical  reason:  if  the  parents 
should  thus  be  enabled  to  evade  the  Compulsory  Education  Law  by 
refusing  to  vaccinate  his  children,  and  the  evasion  becomes  exten- 
sive, the  Legislature  would  probably  be  forced  to  provide  compul- 
sory vaccination." 

Judge  Morrison,  while  noticing  Judge  McPherson's  reasons  as  to 
the  prevelance  of  the  statute  later  in  date,  said: 

"We  incline  to  the  opinion  that  both  these  acts  must  be  sustained 
by  the  courts  unless  some  constitutional  or  other  controlling  legal 
reason  require  that  one  of  them  shall  give  wTay — Statutes  enacted 
at  the  same  session  of  the  Legislature  are  within  the  reason  of  the 
rule  governing  the  construction  of  statutes  in  pari  materia,  and 
should,  if  possible,  receive  a  construction  which  will  give  effect  to 
each." 

Judge  Craig  took  the  view  that  the  several  statutes  form  part  of 
the  laws  relating  to  our  common  school  system  and  declared  that 
evidently  the  Legislature  did  not  intend  that  the  act  of  12th  July, 
1897,  amending  the  act  of  16th  May,  1895,  should  repeal  the  act  of 
June  18th,  1895.     He  says: 

"Evidently  the  Legislature  did  not  intend  that  the  one  act  should 
operate  as  a  repeal  of  the  other.  Then,  can  they  be  construed  to- 
gether and  effect  be  given  to  both?  This  is  required  of  us,  if  pos- 
sible, especially  when  statutes,  in  pari  materia,  are  enacted  at  the 
same  session  of  the  Legislature Reading  the  statutes  to- 
gether under  this  rule,  we  have  no  difficulty,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
case,  with  the  question  presented.  Then  the  Vaccination  Act  of 
June  18,  1895,  is  not  repealed,  but  it  must  be  read  into  the  act  or 
amendment  of  July  12,  1897.  The  conflict,  if  there  be  any,  by  opera- 
tion of  law,  between  these  acts,  is  not  real,  but  they  may  be  har- 
monized as  a  whole Repeals  by  implication  are  not  favored 

and  will  not  be  decreed  unless  it  is  manifest  that  the  Legislature 
so  intended:  Osborne  v.  Everett,  103  Pa.  421.  Hence  it  is  said: 
'Every  effort  must  be  made  to  make  all  acts  stand,  and,  if  by  any 
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reasonable  construction,  they  can  be  reconciled,  the  latter  act  will 
not  operate  as  a  repeal  of  the  earlier." 

The  principles  thus  clearly  stated  are  applicable  to  the  case  in 
hand.  The  act  of  11th  July,  1901  (P.  L.  658),  while  it  repeals  the 
act  of  May  16th,  1895  (P.  L.  72),  and  the  amending  act  of  July  12th, 
1897  (P.  L.  248),  in  express  terms,  does  not.  in  my  judgment,  repeal 
by  implication  the  act  of  18th  June,  1895  (P.  L.  203).  This  act  is  still 
alive  and  must  be  read  into  the  act  of  11th  July,  1901,  just  as  it 
had  been  previously  read  into  the  act  of  July  12th.  1897. 

I  am  now  prepared  to  answer  the  question  propounded  in  your 
letter.  You  cannot,  under  the  Compulsory  Education  law,  impose 
a  fine  upon  parents  or  guardians  for  the  non-attendance  of  pupils 
who  have  been  excluded  from  the  public  schools  on  the  ground  that 
they  do  not  present  a  certificate  of  successful  vaccination.  The 
point  is  squarely  ruled  by  the  case  of  Commonwealth  v.  Smith,  9 
District  Reports,  625,  23  County  Courts  Reports,  129.  In  that  case 
the  parent  was  fined  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  not  sending  his 
child  to  school  with  a  physician's  certificate.  Judge  Fanning,  after 
reviewing  the  McPherson  opinion  and  sustaining  it  to  the  full  effect 
of  declaring  that  the  teachers  were  right  in  refusing  to  admit  a  child 
without  a  doctor's  certificate,  held  that  as  there  was  nothing  man- 
datory in  the  statute  which  compelled  vaccination — the  only  effect 
of  the  law  being  to  deprive  the  child  of  school  privileges  until  the 
law  was  complied  with — a  matter  of  choice  with  the  parent,  there 
being  nothing  obligatory  as  to  vaccination,  and  as  there  was  noth- 
ing in  the  statute  which  made  it  the  duty  of  the  parent  to  obtain, 
or  the  child  to  present,  a  certificate,  and  these  words  or  their  equiv- 
alent could  not  be  read  into  a  penal  statute,  the  judgment  of  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  the  amount  of  a  fine  and  costs  could  not  be 
sustained.  The  judge  said  in  effect:  The  parent  discharged  all  his 
duties  by  sending  the  child  to  school;  another  statute  required  the 
teacher  to  refuse  admission  in  default  of  the  certificate;  the  dis- 
charge of  that  duty  by  the  teacher  added  nothing  to  the  duties  of 
the  parent  prescribed  by  the  statute.  The  Compulsory  Education 
Act  by  its  terms  did  not  make  it  obligatory  on  the  parent  to  obtain 
a  certificate.  His  sole  duty  was  to  send  his  child  to  school.  He  did 
this.  The  teacher  refused  admission  because  of  the  absence  of  a 
certificate.  The  statute  does  not  make  vaccination  compulsory,  nor 
docs  it  require  the  child  to  produce  the  certificate.  The  question 
of  the  extent  of  the  police  power  of  the  State  did  not  arise. 

This  is  the  only  decision  on  this  express  point,  but  it  is  in  harmony 
with  the  other  cases  reviewed,  and  indicates  that  the  situation  antici- 
pated by  Judge  McPherson  as  calling  for  legislative  interposition 
is  <  lose  at  hand  if  not  already  existing. 
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The  Legislature  has  taken  a  decided  step  forward  in  cities  of  the 
first  class  by  requiring  the  Department  of  Health  is  such  cities  to 
make  and  promulgate  rules  covering  compulsory  vaccination  in  cer- 
tain institutions,  named  in  (lie  act  of  20th  April,  1905  (P.  L.  223), 
but  this,  as  must  be  observed,  is  apart  from  the  act  governing  your 
Department  and  is  limited  to  cities  of  the  first  class.  The  act  of 
27th  April,  1905  (P.  L.  312),  does  not  authorize  in  terms  compulsory 
vaccination,  but  does  admit  of  a  rule  or  regulation  in  the  protec- 
tion of  health.  Care  would  have  to  be  observed  so  that  the  rule 
should  not  transcend  the  powers  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  Health. 

I  perceive  no  legal  authority  for  the  acceptance  by  any  teacher 
of  a  certificate  of  a  doctor  that  a  child  should  not  be  vaccinated. 
This  would  nullify  the  law  requiring  such  a  certificate. 

The  powers  of  school  directors  of  the  townships  to  exercise  the 
powers  of  a  Board  of  Health  in  each  township,  under  the  act  of 
11th  April  1S99  (P.  L.  38),  were  dealt  with  by  the  Courts  in  Coyle 
Township  School  district,  29  Pa.  County  Court  Reports,  93,  and  Tay- 
lor v.  Canton  Township  School  District,  28  Pa.  County  Court  Re- 
ports, 273.  How  far  this  act  is  affected  by  the  act  of  April  27th, 
1905  (P.  L.  312),  I  am  not  now  called  to  consider. 

Very  respectfully 

HAMPTON  L.  CARSON, 

Attorney  General. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT. 


Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  Year 
Ending-  June  5,  1905 — Including  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State 2,561 

Number  of  schools, 31,319 

Number  of  township  high  schools 197 

Number  of  graded   schools 19,648 

Number  of  superintendents, 153 

Number  of  male  teachers,   8,028 

Number  of  female  teachers •     24,324 

Whole  number  of  teachers 32,352 

*  Whole  number  of  directors 16,632 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $51  81 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month, 39  14 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months 8  37 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,209,908 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance 930,110 

Cost   of   school   houses — purchasing,   building,   rent- 
ing, etc., $5,361,265  87 

Teachers'    wages,    14,142,470  84 

*Cost  of  school  text-books 703,771  63 

Cost  of  school  suxmlies  other  than  text-books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc 700,777  83 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses   7,557,170  98 

Total  expenditures 28,56."). 4.") 7  15 

Regular   appropriation   to   common    schools   for   the 

school  year  ending  June  .1.  1905 5,212,500  00 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 

Normal  Schools  for  school  year  ending  June  5,  1905,  237,500  00 

Appropriation  for  township  high  schools 50,000  00 


*  Philadelphia   not   included   in   this   item. 
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Items  Compared  With  Those  of  the  Preceding  Feir  Ending  June  6, 
1904— Philadelphia    Included. 

Increase  in  number  of  districts,   2 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools,   1,027 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, 500 

Decrease  in  number  of  male  teachers, 22S 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers 355 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month $2  TO 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  .  .  $3  G4 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term  in  months .29 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,   9,G78 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages,  $1,164,429  88 

Increase  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,  200,723  13 
Increase  in  cast  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debts  and  in- 
terest paid 1,019,522  99 


Condition  of  System,  Not  Including  Philadelphia,  with 

Number  of  districts 2,5G0  Increase, 

Number  of  schools, 27,395  Increase, 

Number  of  pupils, 1,046,088  Increase, 

Average  daily  attendance.  788,542  Increase, 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,,  .  .  .86  Increase. 
Average  length  of  school 

term  in  months 8.14  Increase, 

Number  of  male  teachers,  7.703  Decrease, 
Number   of  female   teach- 
ers,       20,665  Increase, 

Whole  number  of  teachers,.  28,428  Increase. 
Average   salary   of   male 

teachers  per  month,  ....  $49  91  Increase, 
Average   salary    of   female 

teachers  per  month,  ....  38  55  Increase, 
Cos<  of  school  supplies  other 

than  text-books 540,347  68  Increase, 

Teachers'  wages 11,237,161  9G  Increase, 

Fuel  and  contingencies,  .  6,493,623  31  Increase. 

Cost  of  text-books 703,771   63  Decrease, 

Purchasing,     building    and 

repairing  houses 4,581,273  53  Increase. 

Total  expenditures 23,556,178  11  Increase. 

Average   number    of    mills 

levied  for  school  purposes,  G.29  Increase, 


Comparisons. 

o 

429 

G,924 

24,423 
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.34 
194 

250 
56 

$2  79 

3  4G 

39,539  25 
934,126  53 
374.178  97 

38,763  88 

90G.033  2^» 
2,205.114  10 
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Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  building  pur- 
poses,        1.49     Decrease,  .03 

Amount  of  itax   levied,    .  .     14,866,554  00     Increase,       1,780,846  06 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Number  of  schools, 3,924 

Number  of  male  teachers, 265 

Number  of  female  teachers,   3,659 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $177  50 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 78  00 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 163,820 

Average  attendance,    141,568 

Teachers'  wages,  $2,905,308  88 

Cost  of  school  houses  and  repairs, 779,992  34 

Cost  of  books,  fuel,  stationery  and  contingencies,  .  .  $1,223,977  82 
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REPORTS 


OF 


County  Superintendents. 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


The  following  report  of  the  schools  of  Adams  county  for  the  year 
ending  June  5,  1905,  is  respectfully  submitted.  The  past  year  has 
been  a  successful  one.  Everything  pertaining  to  the  work  of  the 
schools  has  been  in  a  marked  measure  successful.  Improvements 
have  been  made  in  teaching  and  discipline  on  the  part  of  teachers 
and  the  directors  deserve  credit  for  their  interest,  encouragement 
and  activity  in  making  improvements  to  school  buildings  and  school 
grounds. 

In  a  number  of  districts  houses  were  repaired  and  repainted  and 
otherwise  improved  and  equipped  with  better  furnishings  and  ap- 
paratus. 

The  directors  of  Butler  township  built  a  new  house  at  Grape  Vine 
to  take  the  place  of  the  one  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  year. 
It  is  a  substantial  brick  house,  wainscoted  three  and  one  half  feet 
high,  slate  roof  and  surmounted  with  a  cupola  in  which  hangs  a 
bell,  and  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  slate  surface.  They  are 
also  erecting  a  new  building  in  the  Bridge  district  which  will  be 
modern  and  equipped  in  an  up-to-date  manner. 

Fairfield  borough  is  about  completing  a  handsome  one-story, 
three  room,  building.  The  building  will  be  furnished  in  every  par 
ticular  and  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the  coming  term. 

The  Hamilton  board  repaired  the  Hartman  school  house  by  rais- 
ing the  ceiling,  replastering  and  wainscoting,  laying  a  new  floor. 
repainting  the  inside  and  outside,  re-roofing  with  slate  and  adding 
a  new  porch.  It  is  now  a  beautiful  and  substantial  house.  The 
school  boards  of  these  districts  are  to  be  commended  and  deserve 
the  thanks  of  the  citizens  and  pupils  of  the  several  districts. 

On  August  26th,  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Adams  county 
Teachers  was  convened  in  Brua  Chapel,  Gettysburg.     One  hundred 
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and  seventy-four  teachers,  besides  many  others  interested  in  popular 
education  were  in  attendance.  I  was  ably  assisted  by  Supt.  L.  E.  Mc- 
Ginnes,  of  Steelton,  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  of  Kutztown.  Able  ad 
dresses  Mere  made  as  follows:  "Notes  from  a  Superintendent's  Note 
Book,''  and  '"The  Rational  Method  in  Reading,"  by  Supt.  McGinnes; 
"I  Avould  like  to  teach  school"  and  ''School  Management,"  by  Dr. 
Boyer.  Other  subjects  which  were  emphasized  were,  the  new  course 
of  study,  importance  of  teaching  local  and  State  history,  and  local 
institutes.  These  meetings  have  become  popular  with  the  teachers 
and  are  recognized  as  important  factors  for  successful  work  and 
result  in  great  good.  They  give  the  superintendent  an  opportunity 
to  make  suggestions  and  in  a  measure  outline  the  work  for  the  new 
term  and  thereby  greatly  aid  in  systematizing  the  work.  Our 
teachers  have  my  sincere  gratitude  for  turning  out  to  this  meeting 
in  such  large  numbers,  for  their  enthusiasm  and  loyalty  in  the 
work.  (Teachers  are  not  paid  to  attend  this  meeting.  They  bear 
their  own  expenses). 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Gettysburg  Thanksgiv- 
ing week,  November  23-27,  1004.  The  instruction  was  interesting 
and  practical.  The  teachers  received  many  hints  and  suggestions 
which  could  be  applied  to  the  work  of  the  school  room.  The  at- 
tendance was  quite  large.  All  the  teachers  were  present.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert. 
Prof.  Francis  H.  Green,  and  Miss  Lillian  Johnson.  Addresses  were 
delivered  by  Dr.  S.  Gring  Hefelbower  and  Prof.  William  M.  Rife. 
Evening  lectures  by  Rev.  Stanley  L.  Krebs  and  Dr.  Frank  Dixon. 
Entertainments  by  the  de  Gill  Combination,  the  Harmony  Lady 
Quartette,  and  Carmen's  Italian  Boys  and  Elbert  Foland. 

The  school  directors  held  their  fourteenth  annual  meeting  in  the 
court  house,  Gettysburg,  Saturday,  January  14th.  The  meeting 
was  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Krebs,  followed  by  an  ad- 
dress by  Rev.  J.  D.  YV.  Deardorff,  the  president  of  the  Convention. 
Mr.  John  H.  Diehl  spoke  on  the  subject,  "Should  Directors  allow  the 
use  of  school  houses  for' school  purposes  only;"  Mr.  John  H.  Peters 
discussed  the  "Duties  and  Privileges  of  the  School  Director;"  Hon. 
Chas.  L.  Longsdorf  had  for  his  subject,  "The  Thaddeus  Stevens 
Memorial  School"  and  Hon.  John  H.  Landis  read  a  paper  on  "The 
Stevens  School  Fund."  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels  and  Prof.  R.  M.  Mc 
Neal  delivered  addresses  on  timely  subjects.  Mr.  Harry  F.  Stam- 
baugh  made  a  report  from  the  State  Association.  The  meeting 
was  probably  tin-  best  ever  held  in  the  history  of  the  organization. 
The  following  officers  wen'  elected  for  next  year: 

President,  Rev.  Dr.  W.  E.  Krebs;  Vice-presidents.  D.  C.  Rudisill 
and  A.  R.  Spangler;  Secretary,  J.  H.  Peters;  Treasurer.  Rev.  Dr.  T.  C. 
Billheimer. 
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The  central  examinations  for  pupils  of  the  advanced  grade  of  the 
schools  were  conducted  on  March  17th.  One  hundred  and  eight 
applicants  presented  themselves  for  examination.  Of  this  number 
ninety-one  passed  with  averages  entitling  them  to  admittance  to 
the  final  examination  held  at  Gettysburg.  March  -~>.  The  result  of 
this  examination  showed  that  fifty  two  were  entitled  to  common 
school  diplomas. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  county  course  of  study  seven  hundred 
and  three  pupils  have  been  graduated.  Seventy-five  have  since 
graduated  at  State  normal  schools;  ten  at  college;  five  at  Theologi- 
cal seminaries;  five  at  schools  of  pharmacy;  twenty-five  at  business 
colleges;  eight  at  medical  colleges;  eight  at  dental  colleges.  At 
this  time  more  than  a  hundred  are  enrolled  as  students  in  the 
higher  institutions  of  learning. 

The  foregoing  is  indeed  a  brilliant  record  for  our  country  boys 
and  girls  and  it  should  inspire  others  to  continue  their  studies  with 
increased  interest.  Seven  young  people — two  girls  and  five  boys — 
were  graduated  from  the  Littlestown  high  school  with  credit.  The 
address  to  the  class  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Stanley  Le  Fevre  Krebs, 
of  Greensburg,  and  the  diplomas  were  presented  by  the  president 
of  the  board  of  directors. 

Through  the  influence  of  Representative  Charles  L.  Longsdorf. 
the  public  schools  of  Littlestown  received  from  the  Philadelphia 
Museum  a  very  beautiful  and  valuable  industrial  exhibit  which 
has  been  appropriately  installed  in  very  suitable  cases  furnished 
by  the  school  board.  This  contribution  will  prove  a  useful  adjunct 
for  teaching  industrial  geography. 

A  class  of  sixteen  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Gettysburg. 
The  young  people  rendered  an  interesting  program  in  Brua  Chapel, 
May  25. 

On  account  of  a  change  in  the  course  of  study  East  Berlin  did 
not  graduate  a  class  this  year. 

As  usual  local  and  district  institutes  were  held  in  most  districts. 
They  are  generally  well  attended.  Many  good,  live  subjects  were 
discussed  at  these  meetings.  The  local  institute  and  the  educational 
meeting  are  great  factors,  if  properly  carried  on,  by  which  a  com- 
munity can  be  aroused  in  educational  sentiment.  The  educational 
sentiment  of  a  community  decides  what  kind  of  schools  that  com- 
munity shall  enjoy.  Hence  the  importance  of  moulding  public- 
opinion  in  favor  of  good,  progressive  schools. 

I  held  sixteen  examinations  and  granted  one  hundred  and  ten 
provisional  certificates  and  two  professional  certificates. 

It  has  been  my  aim  to  keep  the  standard  of  examinations  for  cer- 
tificates high  enough  so  that  the  number  of  licensed  applicants 
should   not   far  exceed  the   number   of  vacancies.     As  a   result  of 
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this  plan  our  schools  have  been  supplied  with  a  well  qualified  corps 
of  teachers.  At  the  opening  of  the  term  last  fall  only  a  few  per- 
sons holding  certificates  were  without  schools  and  in  most  cases 
these  were  employed  as  substitutes  or  engaged  to  fill  vacancies. 

Eighty-six  of  our  teachers  are  males  and  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
females.  Forty-six  are  normal  graduates;  three  are  college  grad- 
uates; twenty-five  hold  permanent  certificates;  twenty-three  pro- 
fessional certificates  and  one  hundred  and  two  provisional  certifi- 
cates. The  average  age  of  the  teachers  is  25  years.  One  hundred 
and  fifty-five  of  the  teachers  have  attended  teachers'  training 
schools.  Eighty  attended  the  whole  or  part  of  last  year.  Teachers 
have  come  to  realize  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make  prepara- 
tion for  the  profession  of  teaching  and  as  a  result  of  this  very  few 
make  application  for  certificates  before  attending  school  outside 
of  the  public  schools.  But  no  matter  how  well  a  teacher  may  be 
prepared  experience  is  absolutely  necessary  to  successful  teaching. 
The  thoroughness  with  which  the  work  of  a  school  is  done  depends 
almost  entirely  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  teacher.  The  retention 
of  teachers  as  long  as  their  work  is  effective  is  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  schools.  The  influence  of  a  good  teacher  in  a  district  can- 
not be  over-estimated. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-four  pupils  attended  schools  every  day 
of  the  term  and  were  awarded  certificates  for  perfect  attendance 
by  the  County  Superintendent. 

On  April  11,  Miss  Alice  C.  Powers,  who  for  more  than  forty  years, 
was  employed  as  a  teachers  in  the  county — the  past  thirty-eight  in 
Gettysburg — passed  from  her  labors  on  earth  to  her  reward  in 
heaven.  She  was  devoted  to  her  chosen  work  of  the  school  room 
and  greatly  beloved  by  her  pupils  and  honored  and  respected  by 
all.  She  was  a  zealous  worker  in  St.  James'  Church,  Gettysburg, 
of  which  she  was  a  member. 

I  am  encouraged  from  the  results  of  the  past  year,  and  hopeful 
of  the  future.  I  commend  our  schools  and  teachers  to  the  intelli 
gent  and  charitable  citizens  of  the  county. 

I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  for  kindness  and  favors  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  directors,  teacher,  parents,  pupils,  the  press 
and  the  school  department. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Sanrl.  Hamilton. 


We  have  nothing  new  or  startling  to  report  at  this  time.  During 
the  year  our  school  work  has  been  carried  forward  along  its  ac- 
customed lines,  steadily,  quietly,  yet  effectively.     Our  pupils  have 
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been  at  least  as  studious,  and  our  teachers  as  zealous  and  efficient, 
as  in  former  years.  Well-directed  effort,  long  continued,  is  always 
productive;  and  while  it  is  difficult  to  measure  exactly  growth  in 
character  and  intellect,  nevertheless  the  fruitage  this  year  is  as 
rich  and  abundant  as  we  should  expect  under  existing  conditions. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  August  28  to  September  1,  1905. 
It  was  the  largest  institute  we  have  yet  held,  possibly  the  largest 
county  institute  ever  held  in  the  State.  There  were  1,373  teachers 
regularly  enrolled  during  the  week;  but  since  more  than  1,500 
teachers  are  at  present  employed  in  the  county,  at  least  100 
teachers,  enough  for  a  small  institute,  were  absent. 

The  instructors  were  Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Maine;  Supt.  James  M. 
(,'oughlin,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  and  Chancellor  McCormick  of  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania.  The  music  was  in  charge  of 
Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  Ebensburg,  Pa.  The  names  of  these  well-known 
instructors  are  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  character  of  the  work 
done  during  the  week. 

At  the  last  triennial  convention,  the  superintendent's  salary  was 
raised  to  $8,500.  This  was  done  in  order  to  enable  him  to  employ 
an  assistant  to  help  with  the  work.  Mr.  C.  E.  Dickey,  principal  of 
the  Avalon  schools  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  been  appointed 
and  hereafter  will  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  school  wTork  of  the 
countv. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— J.  O.  Wolfe. 


In  submitting  this,  my  sixth  and  last  report,  I  wish  to  say  that 
our  schools  have  made  commendable  progress  during  the  year,  and 
the  cause  of  education  has  advanced  rapidly  along  all  lines.  We 
have  better  paid  and  better  qualified  teachers  and  as  a  result  better 
schools. 

There  has  been  more  interest  taken  in  local  institutes  and  educa- 
tional meetings  generally,  by  teachers,  parents  and  school  directors, 
than  ever  before.  Our  school  houses  are  in  better  condition,  all 
having  been  supplied  with  modern  furniture,  except  one.  During 
the  year  quite  a  number  have  been  brightened  up  by  a  new  coat 
of  paint  and  the  school  rooms  beautified  by  new  paper  and  pictures 
for  the  walls.  Many  of  the  teachers,  by  means  of  entertainments, 
socials  and  festivals,  have  secured  enough  money  to  purchase  a 
large  bell  for  the  school  house,  or  an  organ,  dictionary  or  library 
for  the  school.  Almost  all  have  an  American  flag,  either  on  the 
building  or  displayed  in  the  room.  While  the  above  is  true  of  very 
many  of  our  schools,  there  are  still  a  few  districts  that  seem  to 
lack  energy  and  ambition  to  keep  apace  with  their  neighboring  dis- 
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tricts.    They  seem  to  think  the  "good  old  way"  is  still  good  enough 
for  them. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors  of  Arm- 
strong county  was  held  November  25th,  1904,  day  and  evening,  and 
was  one  of  much  interest  to  all  in  attendance.  Supt.  Hamilton,  of 
Allegheny  county  and  Supt;  Howard  I.  Painter,  of  Butler  county, 
were  present  and  ably  assisted  in  the  discussions. 

The  annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  January  2nd  to 
6th,  1905.  and  was  the  best  we  have  had  in  recent  years.  Our  in- 
structors were  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  of  Chicago;  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  of 
Boston;  Dr.  Henry  Houck,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson, 
of  Ebensburg.  Miss  Louie  M.  Taylor,  of  Canada,  was  with  us  all 
week  as  violin  and  vocal  soloist.  The  evening  course  was  as  fol- 
lows: Monday  night,  "The  Situation  in  the  Far  East,"  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess;  Tuesday  night,  "Travels  in  the  Orient,"  Dr.  Houck;  Wednes- 
day night,  concert,  Wesleyan  Quartette,  New  York;  Thursday  night, 
illustrated  lecture,  "The  Harp  of  the  Senses,"  Professor  John  B. 
DeMotte,  Greencastle,  Ind.  The  institute  Avas  in  every  way  a  suc- 
cess and  the  crowds  that  attended  its  sessions  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  Armstrong  county  institutes. 

During  the  year,  besides  attending  all  the  educational  meetings 
in  our  own  county  that  it  was  possible  for  me  to  attend,  I  also 
attended  the  School  Directors'  Convention,  in  Butler,  the  Alle- 
gheny County  Teachers'  Institute,  assisted  in  the  examinations  at 
the  normal  school  at  Kutztown  and  attended  the  School  Directors' 
convention  at  York,  Pa. 

I  held  during  the  year  twenty  regular  examinations  and  several 
specials;  examined  413  applicants,  granted  294  Provisional  and  23 
Professional  Certificates,  and  rejected  96.  121  took  the  Eighth 
Grade  examination  on  March  25th;  of  this  number,  70  passed  suc- 
cessfully and  received  diplomas;  51  received  grades  only. 

There  were  employed  as  teachers  in  our  schools  114  males  and 
243  females.  Of  this  number  203  held  provisional  certificates;  39 
professionals;  49  permanents;  55  normal  diplomas  and  9  college 
diplomas. 

I  visited  290  schools,  a  number  of  them  several  times,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  extreme  cold  weather  and  drifted  condition  of  the 
roads  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  reach  all  of  them.  I  endeavored 
to  visit  where  I  thought  I  could  do  the  most  good,  that  is  among  the 
younger  teachers — the  beginners. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  wish  to  say  that  while  many  of  our 
schools  were  in  good  condition  and  doing  good  work  there  were  a 
number,  as  in  former  years,  that  might  have  been  better  had  tin 
surroundings  been  different.  A  teacher  is  not  always  to  blame 
for  having  a  poor  school. 
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1  have  from  I  lie  beginning,  as  the  records  will  show,  pursued  the 
course  of  licensing  only  enough  teachers  to  fairly  supply  the  schools, 
choosing  those  who  were  the  best  qualified. 

Frequently  mistakes  were  made  by  school  boards  in  the  selection 
and  placing  of  teachers.  Older  and  more  experienced  and  success- 
fed  teachers  were  sometimes  refused  schools  to  give  place  to  some 
young  and  inexperienced  beginner,  and  as  a  result,  the  school  was 
poorly  disciplined  and  poorly  taught.  In  speaking  of  these  cases  I 
wisli  to  say  that  they  were  the  exceptions,  and  not  the  rule. 

In  closing  these  years  of  onerous  but  pleasant  service,  I  am  deeply 
impressed  with  the  recollections  of  the  many  courtesies  and  the 
generous  hospitality  extended  to  me  and  the  sincere  and  valued 
friendship  which  have  everywhere  been  accorded  me.  I  desire  to 
return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Department  at  Harrisburg  for  the 
many  courtesies  they  have  extended  to  me,  and  to  any  and  all  others 
who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  make  my  term  of  service  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  one. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— C.  A.  Moore. 


Our  annual  August  institute  and  our  regular  monthly  institutes 
held  in  Beaver  were  unusually  well  attended.  The  county  institute 
was  the  equal  of  any  held  within  the  past  nine  years,  and  the  in- 
struction given  was  highly  appreciated  by  our  teachers,  who  were 
never  more  faithful  and  prompt  in  their  attendance. 

During  the  year  educational  meetings  were  held  in  Hanover,  Pat- 
terson Heights  Borough,  Georgetown  Borough,  New  Sewickley, 
Hookstown  and  Daugherty  districts. 

New  slate  roofs  were  put  on  buildings  in  Moon  township.  Bells 
were  placed  on  buildings  in  Franklin  township,  and  a  copy  of  the 
latest  edition  of  Webster's  dictionary  purchased  for  each  school. 

The  Monaca  school  was  over-crowded,  and  three  rooms  were 
rented  and  fitted  up  for  school  purposes,  which  temporarily  relieved 
the  situation.  The  district  will  be  well  provided  for  by  next  year, 
as  the  board  already  has  a  new  building  of  eight  rooms  well  under 
way  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  opening  of  next  term. 

North  Sewickley  erected  a  neat,  commodious  building  of  one  room. 

Baden  borough  erected  a  fine  brick  building  of  four  rooms,  over 
which  is  a  large  auditorium. 

Harmony  township  erected  two  large,  fine  buildings  containing 
eight  rooms  each,  fitted  out  with  the  latest  improvements  and  all 
needed  apparatus. 
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The  directors  of  these  districts  are  very  progressive.  They  have 
a  nine  months'  term,  pay  their  lady  teachers  from  fifty  to  ninety 
dollars  per  month,  and  want  nothing  but  the  best. 

Conway  pays  fifty  and  sixty  dollars  per  month.  These  -boroughs 
pay  more  than  any  other  districts  in  the  county,  excepting  Logs- 
town,  which  paid  a  minimum  salary  of  fifty  dollars  per  month. 

While  all  the  hopes  we  entertained  at  the  beginning  of  our  first 
term  have  not  been  realized,  we  are  on  the  whole  encouraged  by 
the  results  achieved;  and  yet  we  feel  that  the  amount  of  good  which 
might  be  accomplished  each  year  if  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils, 
each  and  all,  would  put  forth  their  best  and  united  efforts,  compared 
with  what  really  is  accomplished,  is  exceedingly  small. 

The  work  in  the  schools  too  often  lacks  definiteness  of  purpose, 
and  also  lacks  thoroughness.  A  hunter  who  goes  into  the  woods 
and  fires  at  random  without  having  the  game  in  view  gets  nothing, 
and  wastes  his  ammunition  needlessly.  So  a  teacher  who  does  not 
have  a  definite  aim,  a  fixed  purpose,  in  each  recitation,  wastes  her 
energy,  and  fails  to  accomplish  much  that  is  useful. 

Fewer  pages  and  principles  learned  thoroughly  and  systematically 
.  is  infinitely  better  than  "going  over"  many  pages  and  "through  nu- 
merous books"  without  getting  the  mental  food  therein  contained. 

Each  year  many  of  our  good  teachers  go  into  other  lines  of  work, 
thereby  keeping  the  teaching  force  weakened,  as  their  places  are 
often  filled  by  persons  too  young  and  without  that  mature  judgment 
necessary  to  secure  the  best  results.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that 
conditions  are  not  such  as  will  justify  successful  teachers  to  re- 
main longer  in  school  work. 

In  closing  my  report  for  the  ninth  year,  it  is  a  delightful  pleasure 
to  recall  to  my  mind  the  many  kind  acts  received  from,  and  the 
many  kind  words  spoken  by  patrons,  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and 
the  public  press.  For  these  kindnesses  I  am  truly  grateful,  and  re- 
turn my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  help  and  advice,  and  to  all  others  who  have  done  so  much  to 
ward  making  my  official  life  pleasant. 

We  wish  the  schools  and  teachers  a  prosperous  future.  We  know 
from  observation  that  we  shall  soon  be  forgotten,  but  trust  the 
good  which  we  have  attempted  to  do  shall  live  after  us. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— J.  Anson  Wright. 


The  year  just  closed  was  a  prosperous  one   for  the  schools  of 
Bedford  county.    It  is  not  meant  that  the  schools  were  without  fault 
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or  weakness,  nor  that  they  were  in  all  respects  even  satisfactory. 
It  is  simply  meant  that  in  general  the  work  was  thorough,  honest, 
and  efficient,  while  along  certain  of  the  more  essential  lines  of 
advancement  decided  progress  was  made.  The  attendance  of  the 
pupils  was  much  better  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  en- 
rollment, the  average  attendance,  and  the  average  monthly  per 
cent,  of  attendance  were  all  increased,  while  the  number  of  pupils 
in  attendance  every  day  of  the  term  was  practically  doubled.  The 
improvement  in  the  attendance  records  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact 
that  the  winter,  though  severe,  was  not  characterized  by  impassible 
roads  and  long-continued  periods  of  extreme  weather,  and  in  pari 
to  the  fact  that  the  county  was  comparatively  free  from  those 
epidemics  which  not  infrequently  interfere  with  the  attendance  of 
the  children.  The  standard  of  teachers  also  was  higher  than  during 
the  preceding  year,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  grade  of  certificates 
held,  a  criterion  which,  while  not  an  infallible  guide,  is  usually  a 
safe  one.  The  number  of  teachers  holding  a  first  grade  certificate 
was  142  as  against  126  last  }^ear.  We  derive  no  little  assurance  from 
this  fact.  It  is  believed  that  nothing  will  so  quickly  and  so  effect- 
ively elevate  the  standard  of  public  education  as  a  genuine  improve- 
ment in  the  character  and  qualifications  of  our  teaching  talent. 
The  significance  of  the  figures  just  mentioned  becomes  more 
striking  when  it  is  remembered  that  but  200  of  our  teachers  held  the 
ordinary  provisional  certificate  during  the  year  ending  on  the  fifth 
day  of  June,  last,  as  compared  with  223  last  year,  while  in  the 
teachers'  examinations  of  the  year  1904,  the  number  of  applicants 
rejected  was  109,  as  against  85  the  preceding  year;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  increased  number  of  applicants,  the  total  number  of 
provisionals  granted  was  less  than  in  the  year  before.  Of  the  142 
teachers  referred  to,  42  held  normal  diplomas,  36  held  permanent 
certificates,  and  64  held  professionals,  the  gain  being  greater  in  the 
former  two  than  in  the  last.  The  number  of  graduates  from  the 
common  schools  of  the  county  this  year  is  140,  of  which  number 
90  were  from  the  ungraded  rural  schools,  16  were  from  two  of  the 
three  township  high  schools  now  in  the  county,  and  34  were  from 
borough  high  schools.  Last  year  the  total  number  of  graduates  was 
but  81.  The  increase  came  from  the  township  schools,  and  every 
graduate  took  the  examination  in  civil  government  and  algebra  in 
addition  to  the  branches  of  the  common  school  curriculum.  The 
additional  branches  named  were  taught  in  practically  all  of  *the 
schools  that  were  sufficiently  advanced. 

In  the  report  for  last  year  it  was  noted  that  the  average  salary 
paid  to  teachers  advanced  steadily,  if  slowly,  during  the  preceding 
five  years  and  that  the  increase  was  especially  gratifying  because 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  school  boards.     Yet  the  average  was 
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greatly  increased  this  year  in  almost  every  district  as  a  result  of 
the  minimum  salary  law.  Counting  by  districts  the  average 
monthly  salary  paid  to  male  teachers  rose  from  $38.40  to  $40.21, 
and  that  paid  to  female  teachers  from  $29.20  to  $37.95;  while, 
counting  by  individuals,  which  affords  a  truer  basis  of  comparison, 
the  salary  of  males  advanced  from  $32.92  to  $38.86,  and  of  females 
from  $29.44  to  $35.49.  Whatever  the  objections  to  the  new  salary 
law,  we  believe  it  is  already  benefiting  our  schools  and  that  it  can 
be  made  to  do  so  to  a  still  greater  extent.  It  increases  the  number 
of  applicants  for  a  teacher's  certificate.  A  higher  standard  may 
thus  be  enforced  and  a  more  select  body  of  teachers  obtained.  It  is 
sometimes  contended  that,  notwithstanding  the  increase  in  salaries, 
we  are  only  having  the  same  teachers  as  before.  This  is  not  wTholly 
true.  If  we  have  the  same  persons  as  teachers,  it  is  because  they 
'were  able  again  to  pass  the  teachers'  examinations,  which  were 
somewhat  more  rigid  than  formerly,  and  to  obtain  the  votes  of  at 
least  a  majority  of  the  school  board,  while  an  increased  number  of 
younger  competitors  fell  below  the  standard.  The  same  individual, 
howrever,  is  not  necessarily  the  same  teacher  this  year  as  last.  A 
farmer  who  has  long  been  burdened  with  debt  is  the  same  person, 
indeed,  after  he  has  lifted  the  mortgage  and  acquired  sufficient  capi- 
tal to  improve  and  re-stock  his  farm  as  he  was  before,  but  he  farms 
very  differently,  as  any  one  will  say  who  views  his  estate  both 
before  and  after.  It  is  his  surplus,  now  available  for  his  own  use, 
that  accounts  for  the  new  buildings,  the  better  fences,  more  modern 
machinery,  enriched  soil,  improved  live  stock,  and  the  comforts  and 
conveniences,  not  to  say  the  luxuries  and  advantages,  that  his  family 
enjoys.  So  the  teacher  whose  salary  has  been  materially  increased 
will,  for  instance,  buy  and  read  two  books  where  before  he  had  but 
one,  he  will  attend  a  State  normal  school  where  before  he  could 
go  only  to  the  local  summer  school,  and  he  will  dress  better,  feel 
better,  work  harder,  and  accomplish  more  than  he  did  before.  If  ho 
won't,  let  him  be  dropped  promptly  for  the  one  who  will.  It  is  true 
that  a  salary  of  $35  a  month  wTeighs  too  heavily  upon  certain  dis- 
tricts with  limited  taxable  property  and  having  necessarily  numer- 
ous small  and  widely  separated  schools.  This  is  not  saying  that  the 
salary  is  too  high.  It  is  not.  It  is  a  question  whether  it  is  high 
enough.  It  is  only  saying  that  in  these  instances  the  tax  is  too 
burdensome.  Certain  of  our  districts  after  levying  a  13-mill  tax, 
the' highest  permitted  under  the  law',  and  observing  strict  economy 
of  management,  are  to-day  facing  a  treasury  deficit.  The  oppressed 
districts  should  be  relieved  one  way  or  another.  One  is  led  seriously 
to  consider  the  idea  of  a  uniform  State  or  county  tax  rate  and  a 
common  fund  for  school  purposes. 

For  several  years  it  has  been  the  custom  in  this  county  not  to 
giant  certificates  to  applicants  under  17  years  of  age.    As  a  means 
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of  raising  still  higher  the  standard  of  teachers  the  age  limit  lias 
been  advanced  from  seventeen  to  eighteen  years.  This  is  believed 
to  be  practicable  now,  as  it  was  not  before,  merely  because  the 
number  of  applicants  has  recently  been  increased.  The  public 
schools  must  he  made  so  valuable  to  pupils  that  they  cannot  afford 
to  leave  them  at  so  early  an  age  as  seventeen  years.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  should,  so  far  as  possible,  procure  as  teachers  only  persons 
of  mature  mind  and  character. 

The  establishment  of  township  high  schools  marks  the  greatest 
stride  forward  that  rural  school  education  has  taken  in  many  years. 
It  is  a  movement  that  must  grow  and  will  grow.  It  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  how  long  this  or  that  district  will  postpone  the  day  when, 
at  the  expense  mainly  of  the  State,  the  boys  and  girls  shall  have 
the  advantages  of  modern  high  school  education  without  sacrificing 
the  wholesome  influences  and  restraints  of  home  to  get  it. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  of  the  county 
held  at  Bedford,  December  1  and  2,  last,  was  one  of  unusually  great 
interest.  Supt.  Samuel  Hamilton,  of  Allegheny  county,  ably  as- 
sisted us.  A  decided  feature  of  the  convention  was  the  address  of 
Director  William  Lauder,  of  Broad  Top  township,  on  "Supervision, 
or  What  is  the  Matter  With  the  Country  Districts?"  It  was  clearly 
shown  that  a  complete  re-organization  of  our  school  system  is 
needed,  particularly  along  the  lines  of  closer  supervision  for  rural 
schools,  taxation,  the  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation,  proper 
high  school  standards,  and  the  elimination  of  antiquated,  defective, 
or  unnecessary  laws.  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  convention  the  School  Commission  Bill,  as  it  was  termed,  was 
introduced  into  the  Legislature  by  Senator  Miller,  of  Bedford.  It 
provided  for  the  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  a  competent  com- 
mission to  consider  and  report  upon  the  subject  of  an  entire  revision 
of  the  Pennsylvania  school  laws.  The  bill  passed  the  Senate,  but 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  date  there  was  not  sufficient  time  for  its 
passage  by  the  House.  So  important  a  matter  must  continue  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  all  true  friends  of  education  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  fiftieth  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  of  Bedford 
county  was  held  at  Bedford  in  December  last  during  the  week  pre 
ceding  the  holidays.  In  every  way  it  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
institutes  we  have  ever  had.  There  were  but  five  teachers  absent, 
out  of  a  total  of  33G,  and  every  one  of  the  absentees  presented  a 
valid  excuse.  The  attendance  upon  the  part  of  the  public,  both  day 
and  evening,  was  marked  by  quite  as  great  a  degree  of  interest.  The 
instruction  given  by  Doctors  Pattengill,  Black,  Lyte,  Eckels  and  Noss, 
who  comprised  our  corps  of  instructors,  was  at  all  times  practical 
and  helpful,  not  to  say  inspiring. 
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With  the  ending  of  the  past  school  year  our  second  term  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  schools  of  Bedford  county  came  to  a  close.  One 
hundred  and  sixty-five  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty-six  directors 
of  the  county  attended  the  superintendency  election  held  on  the 
second  day  of  May,  last.  The  honor  of  a  unanimous  re-election  at 
the  hands  of  so  representative  a  body  of  our  citizens  affords  to  us 
one  of  the  supreme  gratifications  of  a  life-time.  We  realize  that 
not  by  words  but  only  by  earnest  efforts  and  right  deeds  are  we  to 
discharge  our  obligations  to  the  people,  particularly  the  school 
children,  of  Bedford  county.  The  management  of  the  schools  im 
poses  a  joint  responsibility,  to  be  borne  by  parents  and  citizens  as 
well  as  by  teachers  and  by  directors  as  well  as  by  the  superintendent. 
In  the  nature  of  things  no  public  institution  can  prosper  without 
the  vigorous  support  of  the  public  itself.  Let  us  all  pledge  ourselves 
to  a  higher  devotion  to  the  common  school  at  once,  the  anchor  and 
the  hope  of  a  free  people. 


BERKS  COUNTY— E.  M.  Rapp. 


Three  one-room  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  past 
year,  one  each  in  Exeter,  Muhlenberg  and  Windsor.  All  of  them  are 
of  brick.  All  of  the  rooms  are  of  good  size,  well  lighted  and  fur- 
nished with  slate  blackboards  and  modern  desks.  The  Windsor 
building  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  up-to-date  one-roomed  build 
ings  in  the  county.  It  has  a  steeple  with  a  bell,  a  porch  extends 
along  the  entire  front,  it  has  cellar  heat,  cloak  rooms,  library  room, 
etc.  The  building  reflects  credit  upon  the  directors  and  citizens  of 
the  township.  The  Wernersville  building  was  enlarged  to  a  six- 
roomed  building  with  all  rooms  occupied.  Steam  heat  was  intro- 
duced and  several  rooms  supplied  with  single  desks.  The  Mt.  Penn 
building  was  enlarged  from  a  two-roomed  to  a  four-roomed  build- 
ing and  steam  heat  substituted  instead  of  hot-air.  Water  was  in- 
troduced into  each  room.  Of  late  years  considerable  attention  is 
being  given  to  the  architectural  features  of  our  school  houses  as 
well  as  sanitary  construction.    This  is  a  healthy  sign. 

The  thirteenth  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
county  and  the  second  under  the  act  of  April  21,  1903,  was  held  in 
the  Assembly  Room  of  the  Girls'  high  school  building  in  Reading 
on  Saturday,  December  3rd.  Over  200  directors,  representing  nearly 
every  district,  were  enrolled.  Two  day  sessions  were  held.  The  dis- 
cussions were  of  a  high  order  and  a  marked  degree  of  interest  was 
manifested  in  the  proceedings  and  deliberations.  No  other  agency 
in  the  county  is  more  helpful  educationally  than  the  Directors'  As- 
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sociation.  Interesting  addresses  were  delivered  by  Supt.  James  M. 
Coughlin  of  Wilkesbarre  and  Hun.  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  of  Lansing, 
Mich.  Following  are  some  of  the  questions  discussed:  "Educational 
Wastes,"  "Do  Our  Schools  Meet  Expectations?"  "Qualifications  of  a 
School  Director,"  "Co-operation  of  Educational  Factors,"  "School 
Legislation.'' 

As  customary  for  years,  the  birthday  of  an  author  was  again 
celebrated  in  the  public  schools  with  appropriate  exercises.  Janu- 
ary 11  th  was  observed  as  Bayard  Taylor  Day.  A  four-page  circular 
containing  suggestive  matter  for  observance  of  the  day  was  sent 
to  each  teacher  in  the  county.  The  following  program  was  observed 
in  many  schools: 

1.  Sketch  of  Taylor's  life,  prepared  from  a  reading  of  his  Lite 
and  Letters. 

2.  Recitation:     The  Palm  and  the  Pine. 

3.  Song:  Art  thou  true  to  me? 

4.  Recitation:  The  Song  of  the  Camp. 

5.  Reading:  Napoleon  at  Gotha. 

u\  Recitation:  Through  Baltimore. 

7.  Song:  Guard  on  the  Rhine. 

8.  Reading:  Description  of  Westminster  Abbey,  from  Views 
Afoot. 

!).  Recitation:  To  my  Daughter. 

10.  Reading:  Selections  from  the  National  Ode. 

11.  Recitation:  Bayard  Taylor,  by  Longfellow. 

12.  Song:  Wind  and  Sea. 

During  the  past  year  but  one  township  high  school  was  estab- 
lished in  the  county,  viz.  Morgantown,  Caernarvon  township.  We 
now  have  five  schools  of  this  class  in  the  county  and  every  one 
comes  up  to  expectations.  The  increased  State  appropriation  in 
aid  of  these  schools  by  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  no  doubt 
will  be  a  stimulus  to  establish  more  schools  in  the  different  districts. 
The  number  from  this  county  will  no  doubt  be  doubled  by  another 
year.  The  township  high  school  must  conform  its  course  of  study 
still  more  nearly  to  the  demands  of  modern  life,  if  it  is  to  meet  with 
the  undivided  support  of  the  community  and  to  be  in  reality  the 
"people's  college."  The  courses  of  study  must  be  such  as  minister 
to  the  actual  needs  of  the  present  civilization.  They  must  be  the 
immediate  agencies  used  in  giving  the  boy  and  the  girl  the  best 
equipment  for  the  most  intelligent  and  effective  service,  and  such 
as  will  inculcate  in  them  an  abiding  sense  of  their  obligations  to 
the  State  and  to  humanity.  Studies  which  treat  of  social,  economic 
and  political  subjects  must  receive  more  attention  and  be  given  an 
equal  standard  with  those  of  more  ancient  origin.  The  mechanic 
arts,    manual    training,    domestic    science,    architecture,    landscape 
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gardening,  principles  underlying  successful  farming  and  manufac- 
turing, and  all  the  other  varied  interests  of  the  community,  will  be 
pressing  for  recognition.  Life  in  all  its  aspects — thrilling,  throb- 
bing life — should  be  the  guiding  star  of  the  future  township  high 
school.  Lay  the  foundations  of  the  early  years  of  adolescence  on 
the  basis  of  opportunity  for  activity  along  lines  which  connect  with 
life  in  all  its  phases,  especially  rural  life,  and  the  high  school  will 
be  productive  of  still  more  valuable  results.  The  highest  aim  of  the 
educator  therefore  should  be  to  educate  the  people,  and  all  of  them, 
along  lines  of  greatest  usefulness  to  them  and  the  Commonwealth 
The  farm  is  the  fallow  ground,  the  neglected  outfield,  the  unworktd 
claim,  the  promising  subject  that  will  yield  the  best  returns  on  the 
investment.  In  the  methods  of  all  farm  operations  we  are  in  the 
lead  of  foreign  farmers,  through  efforts  of  the  farmers  themselves 
to  learn  of  their  own  affairs  as  best  they  may.  We  are  taking  the 
lead  in  research  after  scientific  truth,  and  have  no  veneration  for 
the  borrowed  educational  systems  of  the  old  world.  Our  American 
carriers  excel,  our  American  mechanics  excel,  our  systems  of  gov- 
ernment excel,  our  American  miners  excel,  our  American  manufac- 
turers excel.  Why  should  not  our  systems  of  education  excel  also, 
especially  for  the  creators  of  wealth?  Every  farm  that  is  being 
robbed  of  plant  food  is  crying  aloud  for  better  treatment.  The 
vanishing  forests  distress  us  with  their  dying  wails,  drouth-stricken 
fields  admonish  us,  inferior  animals  advertise  that  the  farmer's 
education  has  been  overlooked.  Surely,  the  township  high  school 
can't  help  but  elevate,  enrich  and  dignify  country  life. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


We  are  able  to  report  substantial  progress  this  year. 

Last  year  we  had  2.33  school  rooms,  this  year  237,  a  gain  of  4. 

Four  new  houses  were  built  and  occupied  this  year,  all  good  ones. 

We  have  a  gain  of  5  graded  schools  over  last  year. 

Last  year  any  of  the  higher  branches  were  taught  in  only  32  of 
our  schools,  this  year  we  show  62,  a  gain  of  30. 

Last  year  29  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  were  males,  this  year  33 
per  cent. 

We  have  lost  one  year  in  the  average  age.  It  was  25  years  last 
year,  it  is  24  years  this. 

Last  year  we  had  4G  teachers  who  had  no  previous  experience, 
this  year  we  have  42,  a  gain  of  4. 

Last  year  we  had  83  teachers  who  had  taught  five  or  more  terms, 
this  year  we  have  108,  a  gain  of  25. 


No.  5.  BLAIR  COUNTY.  15 

Last  year  we  had  llT'teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 
this  year  113;  since  we  have  gained  4  new  schools,  this  makes  S  more 
teachers  who  have  bettered  their  condition. 

Last  year  41  were  graduates  of  a  normal  school,  this  year  45,  a 
gain  of  4. 

Last  year  we  had  176  teachers  who  were  educated  in  the  common 
schools  only,  this  year  the  number  has  decreased  to  10.").  71  more 
teachers  have  received  more  thorough  training  than  lasl  year,  this 
surely  is  a  decided  gain  to  the  value  of  our  teaching  force. 

Last  year  we  had  but  2  college  graduates,  this  year,  6,  a  gain  of  4. 

Last  year  196  schools  were  visited  by  directors,  this  year  231,  a 
gain  of  35  schools. 

The  superintendent  made  47!)  visits  to  his  237  schools,  spending  on 
an  average  one  hour  in  each  school.  88  directors  accompanied  him 
on  the  second  visit. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county,  except  G,  were  visited  by  the  di 
lectors  and  perhaps  they  were  later  on  in  the  term  than  when  the 
superintendent  made  his  last  visit. 

The  superintendent  attended  1!)  educational  meetings  in  the 
county,  5  county  institutes  and  directors'  and  superintendents'  con- 
vention at  Harrisburg. 

Last  year  we  had  321  children,  (estimated),  between  the  ages  of 
six  and  sixteen  not  in  school,  this  year  it  is  reduced  to  195.  The 
compulsory  school  law  is  slowly  but  surely  compelling. 

A  comparison  of  these  figures  shows  that  we  have  gained  all  along 
the  line  but  we  think  we  have  gained  in  some  other  ways  that  can- 
not be  shown  by  figures. 

Our  people  are  taking  more  interest  in  educational  meetings,  more 
interest  in  county  institute,  more  interest  in  having  school  property 
kept  in  proper  shape,  more  interest  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 
They  complain  less  of  the  burden  of  the  school  tax,  in  fact  it  is  a 
rare  thing  to  hear  any  one  say,  "the  school  tax  is  too  high.'' 

To  my  mind,  the  most  important  educational  problem  of  to-day  is 
how  to  increase  taxation  so  that  teachers  may  be  paid  better  salar- 
ies, better  houses  may  be  built  and  equipped. 

In  order  to  do  this,  we  must  keep  hammering  away  at  our  educa- 
tional meetings,  and  try  to  get  the  citizens  to  hear  it,  we  must 
agitate  it  through  the  press,  we  must  talk  to  individuals  and  the 
burden  of  our  song  must  be,  more  money  to  pay  higher  salaries, 
to  build  better  houses  so  that  the  children  may  be  better  educated 
that  they  in  turn  may  earn  more  money  to  pay  higher  salaries  to 
teachers,  to  build  better  houses,  and  so  the  thing  goes  on  in  an  arith- 
metic;'.] progression. 

As  usual,  much  interest  was  shown  in  the  county  institute.    Drs. 
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H.  R.  Pattengill  and  Lincoln  Hulley,  Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  and  the 
principals  of  some  of  our  boroughs  did  the  day  work. 

The  night  work  consisted  of  lectures  by  Dr.  Ora  Samuel  Gray  and 
Prof.  Leon  C.  Prince,  the  C.  M.  Parker  Concert  Company  and  The 
Roney's  Boys  Concert  Company. 

The  directors  held  their  meeting  December  28  and  29.  The  work 
was  done  by  the  directors  and  E.  M.  McNeal,  of  Harrisburg.  Eighty- 
eight  (88)  directors  attended.  If  these  meetings  could  be  held  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  of  institute  week,  it  would  be  much  easier  to 
arrange  for  them.  Some  of  the  institute  lecturers  could  be  held  for 
them. 

Likely  more  interest  will  be  taken  next  year,  by  directors,  when 
they  receive  pay  for  attending  these  meetings. 

The  number  of  books  in  our  school  libraries  have  been  increased 
and  several  new  libraries  established. 

The  district  institutes,  of  which  we  spoke  in  our  last  report,  are 
increasing  in  efficiency.  The  public  in  general  do  not  attend  as 
well  as  we  desire. 

We  expect  to  add  some  new  features  this  year,  in  order  to  induce 
more  citizens  to  attend. 

The  old  time  spelling  match,  the  literary  society  and  debate  were 
revived  in  several  of  our  rural  districts.  We  hope  to  see  more  of 
them  this  year  for  the  educational  and  social  influences  of  these 
meetings  are  of  a  great  benefit  to  a  community. 

I  thank  the  department,  the  press,  teachers,  patrons  and  pupils 
for  assistance  in  this  great  educational  work. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putnam. 


As  Bradford  was  one  of  the  counties  most  affected  by  the  mini- 
mum salary  law,  perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  and,  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  teachers,  the  most  agreeable  change  in  school  matters 
was  the  substantial  increase  in  teachers'  salaries.  Of  the  fifty-eight 
school  districts,  fifty-three  either  wholly  or  in  part  were  affected 
by  the  new  law. 

The  rigid  enforcement  of  a  higher  standard  of  qualification  for 
certificates,  however,  obliged  a  majority  of  the  teachers  to  devote 
considerabe  time  to  the  study  of  the  branches;  and  many  invested  a 
goodly  portion  of  their  increase  in  salary  before  their  employment 
began. 

Increase  of  salary  was  probably  responsible  for  the  closing  of 
many  small  schools  as  the  number  open  was  thirty-seven  less  than 
the  number  open  the  previous  year.    A  comparison  of  the  following 
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items  from  the  statistical  reports  for  the  years  ending  June  1004 
and  June,  1005,  respectively,  shows  a  noticeable  improvement  in  the 
qualification  of  the  teachers,  both  as  to  experience  and  scholarship. 

1904  1905 

Schools,    486  449 

Male  teachers  employed,    92  96 

Female  teachers  employed,   404  361 

A  verage  age  of  teachers, 25  26 

Teachers  who  have  had  no  previous  experience, 84  50 

Those  who  have  previously  taught  five  or  more  annual 

terms,   177  181 

Teachers  who  hold  provisional  certificates,  .  .  .' 333  274 

Teachers  holding  professional  certificates,  60  77 

Teachers  who  hold  permanent  certificates 28  29 

Teachers  who  have  graduated  at  a  State  normal  school,.  .  74  77 
Teachers  who  have  attended  a  normal  school  but  did  not 

graduate,   27  34 

Teachers  who  were  educated  in  the  common  schools, 50  42 

Teachers  who  are  graduates  of  colleges,  13  14 

When  the  fact  is  taken  into  consideration,  that  last  year  all  who 
held  provisional  certificates  were  required  to  answer  75  per  cent,  of 
the  questions  asked  on  each  subject,  and  those  who  received  pro- 
fessional certificates  were  required  to  answer  90  per  cent,  of  the 
questions  asked  in  each  subject  as  against  50  per  cent,  for  pro- 
visional and  75  per  cent,  for  professional  certificates  in  the  year 
ending  June,  1904,  I  am  sure  that  from  the  start  we  can  say  that 
in  our  county  better  salaries  have  given  the  schools  better  qualified 
teachers. 

An  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  in  our  schools  is  in- 
dicated by  the  increased  number  of  '"Perfect  Attendance''  and  rural 
school  examination  certificates  given  by  the  superintendent  last 
year.  Certificates  of  perfect  attendance  were  given  to  441  pupils 
who  were  reported  to  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the 
school  term.  The  preceding  year  294  were  given.  Rural  school  ex- 
aminations were  held  April  3  and  4  in  fifty-three  schools.  234  were 
examined  and  certificates  were  sent  to  100.  The  previous  year  118 
were  examined  and  45  received  certificates.  These  certificates  are 
accepted  of  all  our  high  schools  for  admission  in  lieu  of  examination 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  the  week  of  October  10  at 
Towanda.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  of  the  Department  of  Tublic 
instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  ltnt-fc  X.  Koark,  Dean  of  the  De- 
partment of  Pedagogy,  State  University,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Dr.  C.  B. 
Gilbert,  of  New  York  City,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Street,  Dean  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pedagogy,  Syracuse  University,  were  the  day  instructors. 
2—5—1905. 
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Mr.  C.  IT.  Yetter  had  charge  of  the  music  and  was  assisted  by  the 
Misses  Taylor,  who  furnished  instrumental  and  vocal  selections. 
Evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  given  as  follows: 

Monday — Lecture,  Frederick  William  Unger,  "The  Russo-Japan- 
ese War  and  the  Truth  about  the  Yellow  Peril."' 

Tuesday — Lecture,  Dr.  Russel  H.  Conwell,  "Personal  Glimpses  of 
Celebrated  Men  and  Women." 

Wednesday — Entertainment,  Leland  Powers. 

Thursday — Lecture,  Charles  Emory  Smith,  "Are  We  Worse  than 
Our  Fathers?" 

Friday — Musical  Entertainment,  The  Cleveland  Ladies'  Orchestra. 
The  attendance  both  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  citizens  was 
good  and  the  sessions  were  both  interesting  and  instructive. 

Sessions  of  the  Bradford  County  Educational  Association  were 
held  at  Troy,  Towanda  and  Ulster.  The  meeting  at  Towanda  was 
held  the  tenth  of  February  and  was  the  celebration  of  the  50tb 
anniversary  of  the  organization.  The  meeting  was  also  a  joint 
meeting  with  the  Bradford  County  Historical  Society.  Hon.  Henry 
Houck  gave  an  interesting  lecture  on  "Travels  in  the  Orient." 
Persons  who  taught  fifty  years  ago  were  present  and  took  part  in 
the  exercises.  They  were  guests  of  the  association.  A  banquet  at 
which  more  than  a  hundred  were  present  was  an  enjoyable  feature 
of  the  meeting. 

The  Bradford  County  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meet- 
ing at  Towanda,  February  22.  There  were  present  more  than  one 
hundred  directors  and  much  interest  was  taken  in  the  discussion  of 
the  various  topics  presented. 

Eleven  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  and  the  teachers 
in  attendance  gave  evidence  of  improvement  and  healthy  progress 
in  school  work. 

Five  farmers'  institutes  were  held  and  educational  sessions  were 
interesting  features  of  these  meetings. 

A  large  commodious  school  building  was  erected  in  Sayre  and  will 
be  in  use  the  coming  year. 

Troy  independent  school  district  was  abolished  the  first  Monday 
in  June  and  is  now  again  a  part  of  Troy  township  district.  A  four 
room  building  is  being  erected  and  the  small  schools  surrounding 
East  Troy  will  be  closed  and  the  pupils  transported  to  the  new 
graded  school.  The  schools  near  Troy  Boro  were  abandoned  last 
year  and  the  pupils  transferred  to  the  boro  school.  Tims  of  the 
eleven  sub  districts  of  troy  township  school  district  only  three  will 
likely  be  open  this  year.  All  other  schools  will  be  consolidated  at 
Troy  and  East  Troy.  The  township  will  then  have  come  nearer 
solving  the  consolidation  and  transportation  problem  than  any  other 
large  district  in  the  conntv. 
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An  event  of  special  interest  to  our  county  was  a  decision  by  Judge 
Fanning  in  a  case  brought  against  the  directors  of  Standing  Stone 
school  district  to  compel  them  to  either  open  a  school  thai  had 
been  closed  because  of  small  attendance  or  to  transport  the  chil- 
dren to  a  neighboring  school.  The  court  held  thai  the  word  "may 
in  the  act  of  1897  is  to  be  construed  "must"  and  that  when  directors 
(lose  schools  they  must  transport  children  who  have  farther  to 
go  "and"  (instead  of  "or")  are  subjected  to  greater  inconvenience 
bv  reason  of  closing  the  said  schools. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— A.  S.  .Martin. 


A  careful  retrospect  of  the  educational  work  of  the  county  war- 
rants the  report  of  progress.  The  school- grounds  and  the  school 
houses  with  few  exceptions  were  in  good  condition.  The  school 
directors  were  liberal  in  supplying  apparatus  and  books.  As  a  rule 
the  professional  equipment  of  the  teachers  was  good.  The  average 
per  cent,  of  attendance  was  the  maximum  of  the  last  three  school 
years. 

In  addition  to  a  successful  county  teachers*  institute  and  two  in- 
teresting meetings  of  the  Bucks  County  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion, numerous  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held 
in  the  different  sections  of  the  county.  At  these  meetings  the  whole 
problem  of  education  was  considered.  The  home  and  the  school, 
the  parent,  the  child,  the  teacher  and  the  director  were  familiar 
topics.  These  meetings  were  a  source  of  inspiration  to  both  parents 
and  teachers.  They  dispensed  knowledge  that  made  a  closer  co- 
operation of  the  home  and  the  school  possible.  Prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  schools,  the  superintendent  met  the  teachers  who  were  about 
to  begin  teaching  and  spoke  to  them  on  the  subjects.  School  Organ- 
ization and  Ends  in  Teaching. 

.Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  subject  of  professional  read 
ing.  Of  three  hundred  and  forty-two  teachers,  more  than  three 
hundred  read  one  or  more  of  the  books  recommended  by  the  super- 
intendent. In  many  districts  the  teachers  met  monthly  and  dis- 
cussed these  books  and  such  subjects  as  their  school  work  suggested. 

Ten  townhip  high  schools  were  on  the  approved  list,  an  increase 
of  three  over  last  year.  An  appropriation  sufficiently  large  to 
enable  the  payment  of  the  maximum  appropriation  would  doubtless 
encourage  less  favored  districts  to  establish  high  schools. 

School  bulletin  No.  2  was  issued  by  the  superintendent  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term.  In  it  are  enumerated  the  essentials  of  the 
subjects  that  are  taught  in  the  different  grades.    It  is  intended  to 
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indicate  what  ought  to  be  taught  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
thoroughness  as  well  as  to  imprests  the  teacher  with  the  fact  that 
each  year  a  year's  work  ought  to  be  accomplished  in  each  grade  of 
the  school.  The  good  teacher  will  not  teach  the  eighth  grade  at  the 
expense  of  any  of  the  other  grades.  Each  year  the  children  in  each 
grade  will  do  a  year's  work  in  a  good  school. 

It  was  our  aim  to  impress  the  teachers  and  directors  with  the 
importance  of  three  elements  of  a  teacher;  scholarship,  which 
makes  wise  leadership  possible;  a  personality,  which  wins  respect 
and  inspires  confidence;  a  knowledge  of  the  mind  and  of  methods 
of  teaching  which  is  essential  to  secure  economy  of  energy  and  time. 

Three  tests  to  good  teaching  were  suggested  as  follows:  Ends 
will  be  reached.  They  will  be  reached  by  means  of  rational  methods. 
They  will  be  reached  in  the  proper  time. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  received  from  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction;  also,  the  generous  support  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  county.  No  less  do  I  appreciate  the  faithful  ser- 
vices of  the  teachers,  the  co-operation  of  the  public,  and  the  loyal 
support  of  the  school  directors  of  the  county  in  the  cause  of  popular 
education. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— Howard  I.  Painter, 


In  submitting  this,  my  sixth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Bui 
lei-  county,  I  feel  safe  to  say  that  more  real  practical  school  work 
was  done  in  our  schools  this  year  than  was  done  in  any  other  one 
year  of  my  superintendency. 

Teachers  as  a  whole  did  good,  faithful  work,  though  here  as  in  all 
other  places  of  life,  some  few  fail.  The  pupils  in  most  sections  of 
the  county  attended  quite  regularly,  yet  some  few  districts  were 
negligent  in  this  important  phase  of  school  work  and  allowed  the 
attendance  to  go  down  quite  low.  Poor  attendance  means  poor 
progress  for  any  pupils  and  it  rests  upon  all  teachers,  patrons,  di- 
r« dors  and  pupils  to  reduce  this  un-called  for  habit  to  the  minimum. 

Eighteen  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  from 
which  three  hundred  and  twelve  provisional  and  twelve  professional 
certificates  were  issued.  Eighty  of  our  teachers  were  beginners  and 
eighty-four  of  them  had  taught  for  five  or  more  years.  During  the 
year  I  again  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  county  and  called  in  sev- 
eral of  them  the  second  time.  The  directors'  convention,  held  in 
November,  was  attended  by  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  direc- 
tors. Snpt.  Wolfe,  of  Armstrong  county;  Supt.  Allen,  of  Lawrence 
county,  and  Supt.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  ably  assisted  in  the 
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program  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Our  teachers'  institute 
marked  the  fiftieth  annual  session  of  institutes  in  Butler  county. 
It  was  a  decided  success  and  was  largely  attended  by  teachers  and 
friends  of  education.  During  the  year  I  attended  and  took  part  in 
fifty  educational  meetings  and  cau  say  that  the  school  sentiment 
was  never  better  in  our  county  than  it  is  just  now.  Our  three  town- 
ship high  schools  were  attended  by  an  average  of  twenty-five  pupils 
each  and  did  very  successful  work.  Three  other  districts  have  just  re- 
centty  made  a  move  to  establish  high  schools.  New  libraries  were 
placed  in  several  schools  and  many  books  were  added  to  those  al- 
ready established.  During  the  last  five  years  more  than  two  hun- 
dred libraries  have  been  placed  in  the  schools  of  Butler  county. 

In  laying  down  the  work  of  superintending  the  schools  of  Butler 
county  I  do  so  with  a  clear  conscience,  having  done  for  them  the 
very  best  work  I  could  do. 

My  desire  is  to  see  our  schools  every  where  progress  in  the  future 
even  more  than  they  did  in  the  past. 

I  here  desire  to  thank  our  worthy  State  Superintendent,  Hon.  N. 
C.  Schaeffer  and  his  able  helpers  in  the  Department  for  the  many 
kindnesses  shown  me  during  my  term  of  service.  I  also  thank 
directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  parents  for  the  co-operation  and  help 
given  by  them,  for  it  was  this  that  made  it  possible  for  me  to  suc- 
ceed in  this  most  important  work. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— Herman  T.  Jones. 


A  careful  review  of  the  work  of  the  school  year  just  closing  re- 
veals many  encouraging  features.  The  interest  taken  by  the  pa- 
trons, the  progressive  spirit  of  the  directors,  and  faithful  work  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  are  factors  that  make  school  progress  most 
certain.  Statistics  might  be  furnished  that  would  indicate  our  ad- 
vancement along  material  lines.  For  example  in  the  year  1902  there 
were  382  schools  in  this  county,  the  next  year  399,  and  the  year  just 
closing  413.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  has  been  corres- 
pondingly greater.  This  growth  is  due  to  the  rapid  development  of 
our  coal  fields  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Cambria  steel  plant. 
Such  conditions  bring  new  responsibilities  and  the  school  must 
shoulder  a  great  part  of  the  burden.  There  is  a  large  foreign  ele 
rnent  that  must  be  Americanized  which  means  educated.  They  are 
as  a  rule  ignorant,  immoral  and  lacking  those  traits  which  consti- 
tute good  citizenship.  There  was  a  time  when  the  flower  of  the 
peasantry  of  Europe  flocked  to  this  country,  but  now  its  very 
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dregs  are  (lumped  on  our  shores.  The  school  must  assume  the 
responsibility  for  the  education  of  their  children.  They  are  becom- 
ing so  numerous  that  unless  they  can  be  assimilated  the  very  life 
of  the  nation  will  be  jeopardized. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  Ebensburg  the  week  beginning 
November  14.  The  instruction  was  practical.  It  gave  a  new  im- 
petus to  school  work.  The  many  inquiries  from  our  teachers  in 
regard  to  methods  that  were  discussed  at  this  meeting  are  indica- 
tive that  our  teachers  were  animated  by  the  proper  spirit.  Three 
hundred  and  ninety-two  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

Dr.  Brumbaugh's  talks  were  along  pedagogical  lines.  Dr.  Ferris 
spoke  on  arithmetic  and  school  management.  Supt.  Coughlin  dwelt 
on  method.  Dr.  Chubb's  theme  was  literature.  Prof.  Gibson  has 
won  such  a  place  in  the  affections  of  the  teachers  that  it  will  be  a 
sore  disappointment  when  his  services  cannot  be  secured  to  take 
charge  of  the  music. 

The  evening  attractions  were  exceptionally  strong.  Monday,  Gen. 
L.  T.  Sweeny  delivered  his  lecture,  uThe  Golden  Age."  The  Roney 
Boys  furnished  the  entertainment  for  Tuesday.  Leland  T.  Powers, 
who  has  no  peer  as  an  impersonator,  presented  "David  Garrick;" 
Wednesday.  One  of  the  real  treats  of  the  week  was  the  lecture  by 
Hamilton  W.  Mabie,  Thursday.  The  attendance  was  as  large  as 
usual. 

It  affords  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  worth  of  the  school  officials 
in  Cambria  county.  Our  school  boards  are  made  up  of  the  most  en 
ergetie,  wide-awake  and  progressive  citizens  to  be  found  in  the 
community.  The  interests  of  the  school  are  guarded  as  carefully 
by  them  as  any  private  enterprise  in  which  they  may  be  engaged. 
They  eagerly  embrace  every  opportunity  that  will  promote  their  effi- 
ciency as  school  officials.  It  is  well  for  our  schools  that  these  con- 
ditions exist.  We  need  have  no  apprehension  concerning  the  work 
of*  our  schools  so  long  as  progressive  and  intelligent  school  men 
remain  at  the  helm. 

The  annual  convention  was  held  in  Ebensburg,  February  28, 
1110").  It  far  surpassed  any  like  convention  in  the  county  both  in 
interest  and  instruct  iveness.  One  hundred  and  twenty  directors 
were  present.  Almost  every  district  was  represented.  Live  school 
questions  wen-  discussed  in  such  a  way  that  those  who  attended 
went  home  enlightened.  The  last  Legislature  acted  wisely  when 
it  passed  the  act  giving  to  each  director  in  attendance  two  dollars 
in  addition  to  mileage.  This  yearly  meeting  will  be  as  powerful 
a  factor  in  the  educational  progress  of  the  country  as  the  teachers' 
institute. 

Forty-seven  teachers  were  employed  who  had  no  previous  exper- 
ience.   Two  hundred  and  seventy-four  teachers  held  provisional  cer- 
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lificatcs,  forty-four  held  professional]  thirty  permanent,  and  sixty 
five  were  normal  graduates.  These  figures  reveal  one  of  the  weal; 
places  in  the  teaching  force  of  this  county.  Too  many  of  our  teach- 
ers have  had  no  experience  and  far  too  many  hold  provisional  cer- 
tificates. The  weakness  of  these  teachers  does  not  He  in  ignorance 
of  the  subjects  to  be  taught.  Most  of  them  have  readied  a  high 
standard  in  scholarship.  To  be  brief  they  lack  professional  train 
ing.  They  should  understand  better  the  philosophy  that  underlies 
the  principles  of  teaching.  Our  examinations  have  been  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  cause  applicants  to  feel  the  need  of  this  special  train 
ing.  Teaching  is  not  filling  the  mind  with  facts  but  is  rather 
developing  the  power  to  think,  the  power  to  do.  Our  local  normal 
schools  have  caught  the  spirit  and  are  making  efforts  to  strengthen 
teachers  along  this  line.  A  more  thorough  knowledge  of  mental 
science  in  its  application  to  teaching  and  a  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  child  nature  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  will  con- 
tribute greatly  toward  the  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

During  the  year  I  attended  eighteen  educational  meetings.  Most 
of  these  pertained  directly  to  school  work.  By  observation  I  learned 
that  the  teachers  who  need  the  benefit  of  these  meetings  most  were 
generally  absent.  Neither  a  superintendent  nor  a  teacher  can  keep 
abreast  of  that  which  is  best  in  the-  educational  world,  who  does 
not  embrace  every  opportunity  for  advancement.  We  are  living  in 
a  progressive  age.  This  is  as  true  in  the  domain  of  school  as  in  the 
business  world.  The  teacher  who  fails  to  keep  in  touch  with  new 
methods  and  new  ideas  has  not  only  lost  interest  in  school  work 
but  decay  has  already  set  in. 

Most  of  our  boroughs  held  commencement  exercises.  It  was  my 
privilege  to  attend  a  number.  These  meetings  have  a  good  effect 
on  the  community  and  on  the  pupils.  They  stimulate  interest  and 
create  a  friendly  sentiment  for  our  schools.  This  criticism  can  be 
made  in  a  number  of  places  however,  the  graduates  are  given  too 
little  opportunity  to  display  their  originality.  There  is  such  a 
finish  and  polish  to  their  productions  that  the  inquiry  is  provoked. 
"Where  did  they  come  from?"  Themes  are  often  selected  upon 
which  a  young  mind  could  not  be  expected  to  produce  anything 
worthy  of  the  occasion.  Let  each  pupil  contribute  toward  his  part 
so  that  he  may  have  the  conviction  that  he  deserves  the  honor  which 
he  receives. 

A  number  of  new  buildings  were  completed  during  the  year. 
Barnesboro  has  finished  an  eight  room  building.  It  is  admirably 
planned,  well  equipped  with  modern  school  conveniences.  PattOD 
added  six  rooms  to  their  building.  This  school  is  well  equipped, 
having  a  laboratory  that  is  well  supplied  with  suitable 
apparatus  for  conducting  investigations  in  physics  and  chem- 
istry.    This  is  the  largest  school  building  in   the  county  outside 
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of  Johnstown.  Adams  built  two  houses,  one  a  single  and  the  other 
a  two  room  building;  Allegheny  two  one  room  buildings;  Barr  two 
one  room  buildings;  Blacklick  one  two  room  building;  Conemaugh 
one  one  room  building;  Lower  Yoder  one  single  room  building; 
Portage  township  two  one  room  buildings;  Reade  one  one  room 
building;  Spangler  one  two  room  building,  and  Susquehanna  one 
two  room  building.  A  number  of  schools  were  supplied  with  wall 
maps  and  new  furniture. 

During  the  year  the  cause  of  education  sustained  an  irreparable 
loss  on  account  of  the  intrusion  of  death.  Col.  S.  W.  Davis,  of  Ebens- 
burg,  and  Geo.  W.  Bowman,  of  Reade  township,  were  summoned  to 
that  bourn  from  whence  no  traveler  returns.  They  were  among 
the  most  active  school  men  in  this  county.  Col.  Davis  had  served 
twenty-one  years  on  the  Ehensburg  school  board  and  Mr.  Bowman 
about  the  same  number  of  years  in  Reade.  They  were  ideal  school 
officials,  possessing  firmness  of  character  and  decision  of  purpose. 
Although  both  were  in  the  evening  of  life  yet  on  account  of  their 
faithfulness  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  public  education  their 
death  has  caused  a  gap  that  will  be  difficult  to  fill.  Their  memories 
are  enshrined  in  the  grateful  recollection  of  all  those  whose  good 
fortune  it  was  to  come  under  their  leadership.  Of  them  it  can  be 
said: 

"They  were  rainbows  to  the  storms  of  life 
The  evening  beam  that  smiles  the  cloud  away 
And  tints  to-morrow  with  prophetic  ray." 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  director,  teacher, 
and  parent,  for  the  loyal  support  given  during  the  three  years  just 
closing.  The  press  has  also  given  its  columns,  and  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  the  department  has  always  been  most  courteous.  Know- 
ing that  success  can  only  be  achieved  through  the  united  forces 
that  enter  into  school  work  and  having  the  single  purpose  of  im- 
proving our  schools  and  raising  them  to  a  higher  plane  of  efficiency, 
I  beg  for  the  same  sympathy  and  support  during  the  term  of  office 
now  beginning. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Mattie  M.  Collins. 


The  school  year  just  closed  lias  been  a  very  satisfactory  one.  In 
comparing  the  records  of  the  pasl  year  with  those  of  previous  years, 
we  have  reason  io  believe  that  our  schools  are  steadily  advancing. 
Our  teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  zealous  and  earnest 
in  their  labors.  Much  interesl  has  been  manifested  by  patrons  and 
citizens.     There   has   been   a    slight    increase   in    the   length    of  the 
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school  term  in  Cameron  county — also  an  advance  in  the  salary  paid 
teachers.  We  regret  that  the  seven  months'  term  still  exists  in  our 
county.  Our  school  officers  have  made  an  effort  to  enforce  the  com- 
pulsory law,  but  in  many  cases  hare  been  unsuccessful — particularly 
in  the  country  districts.  11  is  to  be  regretted  thai  parents  do  not 
have  the  interests  of  their  children  at  heart  and  must  be  compelled 
to  educate  them,  hut  such  is  often  the  case. 

Our  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Emporium,  October  17- 
21,  inclusive.  The  instructors  were  Prof.  Warren  Darst,  Chicago, 
111.;  Prof.  J.  George  Becht,  (Marion  Stale  normal  school;  Prof. 
Harry  F.  Stauffer,  Millville,  New  Jersey;  Miss  Maude  Willis,  Lock 
Haven  State  normal  school,  and  Prof.  C.  S.  Cornell,  California  State 
normal  school. 

Our  evening  attractions  were  Wallace  Bruce  Amsbury  Co.,  Senor 
Ramon  Keyes  Lala,  Cleveland  Ladies  Orchestra,  Germaine,  the  ma- 
gician, had  been  engaged  for  Tuesday  evening,  but  failed  to  appear. 
The  Wallace  Bruce  Amsbury  Co.  filled  the  second  night  in  a  very 
acceptable  manner.  The  institute  was  considered  a  decided  success. 
During  the  year  interesting  local  institutes  were  held  in  Sinnama- 
honing,  Driftwood  and  Emporium.  The  attendance  by  both  teachers 
and  citizens  was  very  good.  Many  of  our  teachers  consider  it  a  duty 
to  attend  every  educational  meeting  held  in  the  county. 

The  teachers'  reading  course  adopted  by  the  committee  was  as 
follows:  White's  Art  of  Teaching,  Wolfson's  Essentials  in  Ancient. 
History,  and  Glimpses  of  Longfellow,  by  Mrs.  C.  T.  Corson.  As  usual 
the  teachers  of  the  county,  with  few  exceptions,  pursued  the  course, 
course. 

The  second  annual  directors'  convention  was  held  in  Emporium, 
January  28.  About  one-half  of  the  directors  in  the  county  were 
present.  Prof.  Lose,  superintendent  of  Williamsport  schools;  Prof. 
Griffith.  Lock  Haven  normal  school;  Hon.  Josiah  Howard,  Em- 
porium, and  local  directors  carried  out  an  excellent  program.  The 
meeting  proved  a  very  helpful  one.  The  public  school  interests  of 
the  county  surely  profit  by  these  meetings. 

A  county  course  of  study  has  been  prepared  and  will  be  placed 
in  the  schools  before  the  opening  of  the  next  term. 

Six  public  examinations  and  one  special  examination  were  held 
during  the  year.  Sixty  applicants  were  examined.  Twenty  were 
rejected. 

Shippen  township  built  two  new  school  buildings  during  the  year. 
One  very  neat,  comfortable  building  and  well  equipped,  the  other 
a  temporary  building.  Grove  township  placed  new  slate  black- 
boards in  all  their  schoolrooms,  also  new  dictionaries  and  books  of 
reference.  The  teachers  of  Grove  township,  through  public  enter- 
tainments succeeded  in  raising  enough  money  to  purchase  bells  for 
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the  different  buildings,  pictures  for  the  walls  and  added  several 
books  to  their  libraries.  Sterling  Run  school  by  the  same  means 
purchased  a  new  organ.  Many  books  were  added  to  the  school 
libraries  throughout  the  county. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  have  been  visited  three  times — many 
of  them  four  and  five  times.  I  have  made  it  a  practice  of  spending 
more  time  with  tbe  inexperienced  teachers  and  have  made  an  effort 
to  visit  such  teachers  as  early  in  the  term  as  possible. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  for  suggestions  and  assistance,  to 
the  directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  for  support  and  en- 
couragement and  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  their  publications 
in  reference  to  our  schools. 


CARBON  COUNTY— Jas.  J.  Bevan. 


In  many  respects  the  work  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year 
and  the  results  attained  therein  were  reasonably  satisfactory  and 
encouraging,  while  in  other  respects  we  cannot  report  any  progress 
or  improvement.  The  general  aims  toward  which  we  have  worked 
were  the  improvement  of  the  physical  condition  of  many  of  our 
school  buildings  in  the  rural  districts,  the  betterment  of  the  school 
grounds  and  surroundings,  the  necessity  of  more  attention  to  prac- 
tical hygiene  and  ventilation  in  our  schools,  the  elevation  of  the 
professional  spirit  of  our  teaching  force,  and  the  creation  of  a 
better  public  sentiment  toward  education. 

In  respect  to  the  matter  of  buildings  and  grounds,  there  is  not 
much  worthy  of  note,  although  there  is  much  in  prospect.  In 
Lower  Towamensing  township,  many  of  the  buildings  greatly  in 
need  of  repair  were  improved  in  a  substantial  way  and  made  more 
attractive  and  convenient  for  school  use.  In  Mahoning  township, 
the  Beaver  Run  school  house  was  greatly  improved  by  a  public 
spirited  citizen,  Mr.  John  C.  Dolon,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  at  his  own 
expense.  In  some  districts  of  the  county,  the  buildings  are  in  poor 
condition  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  school  boards  have  no  funds 
with  which  to  make  necessary  repairs.  With  the  tax  rate  at  the 
maximum  allowed  by  law,  and  property  values  decreasing  as  they 
are,  the  directors  are  confronted  with  a  serious  problem  in  the 
matter  of  maintaining  the  school  properties  in  a  fit  condition.  The 
school  grounds  and  surroundings  have  not  received  the  care  and 
attention  that  they  deserve.  This  matter  has  been  kept  before  our 
Teachers  and  directors  as  much  as  possible.  Wherever  the  funds 
will    permit,   the   grounds   should   be  improved   and    beautified    by 
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shrubbery  and  flowers  and  kept  in  a  clean  and  attractive  condition. 
There  is  no  good  reason  why  our  public  schools  should  not  receive 
the  same  or  even  more  care  in  this  respect  than  is  given  to  the 
grounds  and  surroundings  of  oilier  public  buildings,  presuming, 
of  course,  that  there  are  sufficient  funds  to  nieel  the  expense  thereof. 
In  districts  where  (here  are  no  funds  for  Ihis  purpose,  teachers  and 
pupils  should  co-operate  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  appearance  of 
the  grounds  and  keep  them  clean.  Every  arbor  day  should  be  fit- 
tingly observed  and  something  done  every  year  for  the  betterment 
of  the  school  surroundings.  We  hope  for  better  things  to  come  in 
this  matter. 

The  rational  gradation,  the  character  of  the  instruction,  and  the 
improved  efficiency  of  our  rural  schools  are  still  the  objects  of  our 
special  attention  and  effort.  We  are  able  to  report  some  gain  in 
these  respects.  In  a  number  of  our  schools,  the  teachers  showed  a 
genuine  interest  in  the  matter  of  following  the  requirements  of  the 
graded  course  of  instruction  and  the  result  therein  is  gratifying. 
We  look  for  further  progress  in  this  respect.  The  great  hindrances 
to  efficiency  in  the  rural  schools— irregular  attendance  and  a  preva- 
lent mUitterence  to  the  value  of  even  elementary  education — still 
confronts  us.  The  Compulsory  Attendance  Law,  when  enforced, 
does  a  great  deal  to  reduce  irregular  attendance,  but  conditions 
make  it  difficult  to  enforce  this  law  in  the  rural  districts.  The 
primary  cause  of  irregular  attendance  is  parental  indifference  in 
the  matter  of  education,  and  it  follows  that  the  most  effective  way 
to  remove  the  effect  is  to  get  at  the  cause  of  it.  To  do  this,  educa- 
tional meetings  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 
These  meetings  were  largely  attended,  aroused  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest, and  induced  considerable  discussion  in  regard  to  local  edu- 
cational needs  and  conditions.  There  is  much  to  encourage  us  in 
the  continuation  of  this  form  of  official  effort  in  the  evident  good 
that  has  already  been  done.  In  these  meetings  we  reach  the  parent 
and  the  tax  payer  rather  than  the  teacher  and  can  there  discuss  with 
them  the  educational  problem  from  his  stand  point.  By  this  means 
some  of  our  people  have  come  to  a  new  and  more  enlarged  view  of 
their  relation  to  the  public  school.  It  is  the  most  effective  way  of 
awakening  a  better  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
popular  education.  In  the  graded  schools  of  the  county  much  good 
work  was  done,  and  classes  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools 
of  Lehighton,  Paekorton,  Weissport,  Franklin  Ind.  District,  Parry- 
ville,  Weatherly,  Summit  Hill,  East  Mauch  Chunk  and  Mauch 
Chunk. 

The  year  was  one  of  unusual  and  commendable  activity  in  a  pro- 
fessional sense.  Three  large  local  institutes  were  held  at  Weatherly. 
Nesquehoning,  and  Lehighton.    At  least  one  of  these  institutes  was 
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attended  by  nearly  every  teacher  in  the  county,  although  a  few  of 
our  remotely  situated  teachers  could  not  come  on  account  of  the 
stormy  weather.  The  speakers  at  these  institutes  all  belong  to  this 
county,  and  their  work  was  sensible  and  practical.  General  discus- 
sions of  the  topics,  primary  and  advanced  reading,  school  govern- 
ment, and  moral  training,  were  most  timely  and  helpful.  The  deep 
interest  of  our  directors  and  many  of  our  people  in  public  school 
affairs  was  never  more  apparent  than  at  the  last  county  institute. 
In  point  of  attendance,  interest,  and  evident  satisfaction  in  the 
proceedings  thereof,  this  institute  surpassed  all  previous  meetings 
of  this  kind.  Most  prominent  in  an  able  corps  of  instructors  was 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, the  time  honored  and  greatly  beloved  champion  of  the  cause  of 
the  common  school  teacher  in  Pennsylvania.  Every  day  the  opera 
house  was  crowded  to  the  doors  to  hear  him,  and  the  influence  of 
his  addresses  to  our  people  will  long  be  felt  in  this  county. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  on 
February  22nd  and  was  a  success  in  point  of  work  and  attendance. 
The  speakers  were  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  W.  W.  Deatrick. 
and  the  county  superintendent.  Recent  school  legislation  and  some 
of  the  vital  problems  of  school  administration  were  the  themes  dis 
cussed  at  this  convention.  These  conventions  have  already  done 
much  good. 

I  wish  to  recognize  in  an  official  way  the  noble  public  spirited 
benevolence  of  both  Mrs.  Mary  Packer  Cummings,  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
and  Mrs.  Eckley  B.  Coxe,  of  Drifton,  Pa.  Mrs.  Cummings  presented 
to  the  high  school  of  Mauch  Chunk  a  splendid  library  of  about  800 
volumes  of  carefully  selected  books  in  fiction,  travel,  history, 
science,  and  general  literature.  Mrs.  Coxe  has  for  years  past  made 
it  a  custom  to  visit  the  schools  at  Coxeton,  Banks  township,  and  at 
Buck  Mountain,  Lausanne  township,  during  the  Christmas  holidays 
and  to  bring  by  her  presence  and  her  gifts  for  the  pupils  joy  and 
happiness  to  the  children  and  the  homes  of  these  mining  villages. 

An  inspection  of  the  statistical  report  will  discover  other  items 
of  school  interest  and  an  examination  of  this  report  is  invited.  We 
close  the  records  of  another  school  year  with  the  assurance  that 
some  progress  has  been  made  toward  more  efficient  common  schools 
in  this  county.  In  all  the  labors  of  the  year,  we  have  enjoyed  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  directors,  teachers,  people,  and  press, 
for  all  of  which  we  hereby  express  our  hearty  appreciation. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramley. 


In  snbmitting  our  thirteenth   (the  last)  annual  report,   we  say, 
with  pleasure,  that  the  schools  of  Centre  county,  as  a  whole,  made 
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commendable  progress.  'W 1  ii  1  <^  we  have  no  fixed  rule  by  which  to 
measure  definitely  the  progress  made,  we  believe  there  was  no  lack 
of  aim  and  energy  and,  to  outward  appearances,  school  work,  was1 
done  vigorously  and  effectively. 

The  attendance  was  better  than  last  year,  live  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils  attended  every  day  of  the  term;  several  reasons  account  for 
this,  contagious  diseases  were  less  prevalent,  and  our  mostly  trav 
eled  rural  thoroughfares  were  not  filled  with  mountains  of  snow 
for  so  long  a  time  as  was  the  case  the  previous  year,  weather  con 
ditions,  in  general,  were  less  severe. 

We  again  experienced  great  difficulty  in  securing  a  sufficient 
number  of  teachers.  Thirty-five  dollars  a  month  will  not  hold  a 
good  teacher  when  the  industrial  world  is  booming.  He  will  quit 
the  profession  and  his  place  will  be  occupied  either  by  the  out-of- 
date  teacher  whose  intellectual  development  is  arrested  and  pro- 
fessional disintegration  is  taking  place,  or  by  the  novice  who  should 
remain  a  pupil  a  few  more  years,  in  consequence  of  which,  we  had 
a  few  failures.  Our  teachers,  as  a  body,  are  fitted  for  the  work, 
energetic,  faithful  and  efficient,  and,  above  all,  they  emphasize  by 
precept  and  example  the  virtues  that  count  for  noble  living.  While 
many  of  our  directors  are  endeavoring  to  do  their  duty,  the  fact 
that  seventy-eight  schools  were  not  visited  by  any  of  these  officers 
is  evidence  that  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  personnel  of 
our  school  boards.  The  good  director  gives  his  time  and  labor 
freely  to  the  children  and  the  district;  to  do  this,  he  must  be  a  man 
of  public  spirit,  which  is  the  first  necessary  qualification;  he  must 
have  good  sense,  this  qualification  is  found  in  the  man  who  has 
been  distinctly  successful  in  his  own  walk  of  life.  "Success  in 
whatever  honorable  business  a  man  has  undertaken  is  evidence  that 
there  is  good  quality  in  the  man."  The  good  director  also  appre- 
ciates the  importance  of  the  office,  has  a  conception  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  task;  he  loves  children  and  sees  the  far-reaching  effects 
of  the  service  he  can  render.  Fill  our  boards  with  this  kind  of  men 
and  several  school  problems  will  be  speedily  solved. 

We  held  twelve  examinations  of  pupils  for  public  school  diplomas 
and  101  applicants,  representing  seventeen  districts,  were  exam- 
ined, G3  of  whom  received  these  honors.  Gregg  township  still  con- 
tinues to  have  no  applicants  for  these  diplomas.  In  1897  and  1898 
we  introduced  a  uniform  course  of  study  into  all  our  rural  districts, 
nnd  since  that  time  nearly  500  pupils  completed  this  course  and 
received  diplomas  accordingly.  This  increased  our  work  very  much, 
but  we  did  it  gladly  because  we  are  convinced  that,  besides  bring- 
ing the  school  and  home  more  closely  together,  it  systematized  the 
work  and  consequently  made  it  more  effective.  Twenty-seven  pub 
lie  and  special  examinations  of  teachers  were  held  and  one  hundred 
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and  seventy-eight  provisional  and  fifteen  professional  certificates 
granted.  We  again  had  to  perform  the  unpleasant  task  of  reject- 
ing a  large  number  of  applicants  because  they  did  not  reach  the 
required  standard.  Our  statistical  report  shows  that  we  employed 
a  larger  number  of  female  teachers  than  ever  before;  22  of  our 
teachers  are  college  graduates,  and  43  per  cent,  hold  high  grade  cer- 
tificates; 51  teachers  had  no  previous  experience.  We  had  a  number 
of  "summer  normals"  throughout  the  county  and  they  were  well 
patronized.  The  grim  monster,  death,  invaded  our  ranks  and  un- 
expectedly cut  down  Miss  Florence  Tanner,  one  of  our  excellent 
young  teachers. 

The  58th  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Bellefonte,  No- 
vember 14th-18th,  1904.  The  attendance  was  good.  Sickness  and  a 
desire  to  visit  accounted  for  several  absentees.  The  institute  was 
a  decided  success;  the  work  of  the  instructors  was  of  an  exception- 
ally high  quality  and  the  attention  given  the  speakers  showed  that 
teachers  and  citizens  were  interested  and  benefitted.  The  instruct- 
ors were  Drs.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  W.  W.  Stetson,  H.  U.  Roop,  Miss 
Maude  Willis  and  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch.  The  Wallace  Bruce  Amsbarry 
Combination,  Maro,  and  Rev.  Frank  Dixon  constituted  the  evening 
attractions,  and  all  were  well  received.  Two  of  our  districts  did 
no  local  institute  work  because  of  small-pox  prevalence,  but  the 
usual  amount  of  such  work  was  faithfully  done  in  the  other  sections. 
Would  it  be  a  blessing  to  the  boy  if  the  commercial  world  would 
absorb  the  teacher  who  never  finds  time  to  attend  these  local  edu- 
cational factors? 

The  19th  annual  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Association 
convened  at  the  county  seat  during  the  early  part  of  January. 
State  Superintendent  N.  C.  Schaeffer  and  Superintendent  James  M. 
Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  were  present  and  gave  us  appreciative 
and  practical  talks.  Less  than  half  of  the  directors  were  present. 
The  last  Legislature  legalized  a  per  diem  compensation  and  here- 
after this  annual  meeting  will  be  better  attended.  The  compulsory 
attendance  law  continues  to  be  ineffective  in  a  few  districts,  and 
will  remain  so  until  a  positive  definite  oath  to  a  very  specific  state- 
ment is  required.  Some  districts  also  fail  to  make  the  necessary 
legal  provisions  for  instruction  in  physiology  and  hygiene. 

Our  large  boroughs  and  some  of  our  township  high  schools  had 
interesting  commencement  exercises  and  graduated  more  than  the 
usual  number.  State  College  borough  had  its  first  exercises  of  this 
kind  and  graduated  a  class  of  five.  The  sentiment  in  favor  of  high 
schools  in  rural  communities  is  still  growing.  Since  our  last  re- 
port, Gregg  township  has  complied  with  the  law,  and  now  has  in 
successful  operation  a  high  school  of  the  third  grade.  This  gives 
us  six  such  schools  in  tin'  county.    Miles,  Snow  Shoe,  Spring  and  a 
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few  other  districts  should  organize  township  high  schools  at  once. 
We  enrolled  10,026  pupils,  a  few  more  than  last  year. 

The  law  permitting  a  school  board  to  "elect  some  suitable  person 
as  secretary,  who  may  be  a  member  of  said  board  or  otherwise"  is 
wise  legislation.  This  feature  of  school  work  may  become  the 
entering  wedge  to  solve  the  question  of  local  supervision  in  rural 
communities. 

With  few  exceptions,  I  visited  all  our  schools,  quite  a  number  two 
times  and  a  few  three  times,  aggregating  360  visits  in  all.  "Par 
cuts'  Day"  was  observed  by  many  teachers  and,  if  rightly  con- 
ducted, will  help  to  bring  about  a  hearty  co-operation  between  teach- 
er and  patrons. 

I  believe  our  educational  forces  are  well  equipped,  our  buildings 
are  fairly  good,  the  teachers  earnest,  and  many  directors  faithful. 
With  all  this  as  a  foundation  upon  which  to  stand,  let  us  go  on- 
ward with  the  purpose  in  view  to  instil  the  highest  intelligence, 
and  may  we  look  upward  and  receive  inspiration  to  teach  that  char 
acter  is  above  knowledge,  that  goodness  outranks  greatness,  and 
thus  fulfill  our  highest  mission. 

This  report  closes  our  work  as  superintendent.  A  comparison  of 
several  items  may  interest  a  few: 

1893  1905 

Number  of  schools, 261  290 

Number  of  graded  schools 100  133 

Number  of  pupils, 9,792  10,026 

Number  of  schools  in  which  higher  branches  were 

taught 44  132 

Number  of  teachers'  examinations 23  27 

Number  of  male  teachers,  154  12.1 

Number  of  female  teachers,   109  167 

Number    of    teachers    holding    provisional    certifi- 
cates,           180  lOo 

Number    of   teachers    holding   professional    certifi- 
cates,             39  34 

Number    of    teachers    holding    permanent    certifi- 
cates,             30  49 

Number  of  teachers  holding  normal  diplomas 15  44 

Number  of  teachers  who  are  college  graduates,.  ...         10  22 

Number  of  pupils  between  six  and  sixteen  years  not 
enrolled 498  28 

In  reviewing  our  official  life  of  over  twelve  years,  we  find  much 
for  gratification  and  much  for  sorrow.  We  were  glad  because  we 
could  see  our  efforts  succeed,  at  least  in  part,  and  sad  because  our 
ideals  were  never  reached.     True  progress  is  always  slow,  never 
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the  product  of  a  day.  Many  years  must  elapse  before  our  schools 
will  reach  the  highest  plane  of  efficiency.  We  have  tried  to  do  the 
work  entrusted  to  us  faithfully,  fearlessly,  conscientiously  and  well. 
Our  record  is  made  and  is  open  for  inspection  and  criticism.  We 
are  deeply  grateful  to  faithful,  earnest  teachers  for  the  valuable 
help  given  iis  and  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  and  all  friends  of  education  for  support  and  encour- 
agement. 

We  bespeak  for  our  successor  the  same  kind  treatment  that  has 
been  accorded  us  and  trust  that  the  school  work  of  the  county  may 
prove  stronger  in  years  to  come  than  in  those  of  the  past. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— G.  W.  Moore. 


Commendable  progress  was  made  during  the  past  year.  The 
superintendent  inspected  the  work  in  all  the  schools  of  the  county 
and  very  many  of  those  taught  by  first  year  teachers  received  a 
second  visit.  In  most  instances  the  work  of  the  teachers  indicated 
careful  preparation,  earnestness  and  skill  in  its  presentation  to 
the  class.  Almost  all  of  the  twenty-one  township  high  schools 
were  doing  good  work  and  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  law. 
Some,  however,  were  attempting  to  do  too  much. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  No- 
vember 7th  and  was  considered  one  of  the  most  successful  and  help- 
ful institutes  held  in  the  county.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Henry 
Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent;  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Principal 
of  the  West  Chester  State  normal  school;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  University 
of  Chicago;  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  University  of  Michigan;  Prof. 
Paul  M.  Pearson,  Swarthmore  College,  and  Prof.  Jerry  March,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

The  evening  entertainers  were  Roney's  Boys  Concert  Company, 
Hon.  C.  A.  Gearhart,  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweney  and  Maro. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  East  Fallowfield,  Parkerford,  Barns- 
ley,  Pughtown,  Chester  Springs,  Kemblesville,  Berwyn,  West 
Grove,  Doe  Run  and  in  all  of  these  institutes  great  interest  was 
manifested  in  the  educational  problems  discussed  and  in  the  fine 
display  of  pupils'  work  exhibited  by  the  teachers. 

The  directors'  conventions  held  during  institute  week  and  Febru- 
ary 27th  were  largely  attended.  At  these  conventions  the  following 
subjects  were  discussed:  "The  Township  High  Schools,"  "What 
are  the  Obstacles  that  stand  in  the  way  of  the  Progress  to  Our 
Schools?"  "The  Necessity  of  Uniform  Courses  of  Study  in  the  Public 
Schools,"  "Is  the  Course  of  Study  Overcrowded  or  Enriched?"     A 
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very  pleasing  feature  of  the  February  convention  was  the  presen- 
tation of  a  loving  cup  to  Ex-County  Superintendent  W.  W.  Wood- 
ruff, who  had  served  as  superintendent  in  Chester  county  from  '61- 
'69,  and  also  served  as  county  superintendent  in  Bucks  county  for 
a  similar  period  of  nine  years.  The  magnificent  cup  was  a  gift  from 
the  two  counties.  Hugh  E.  Eastburn,  Esq.,  of  Doylestown,  made  the 
presentation  address,  which  was  very  appropriately  responded  to 
by  the  recipient,  W.  W.  Woodruff.  If  the  attendance  and  interest 
manifested  in  all  these  institutes  and  educational  meetings  are  an 
index  to  the  educational  pulse,  Chester  county  is  very  much  alive. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chester  County  Teachers'  Association 
was  held  in  the  West  Chester  court  room,  Wednesday,  November 
Oth,  1901.  It  was  resolved  to  hold  one  mass  meeting  and  not  follow 
the  district  plan  as  heretofore. 

Accordingly  on  February  25th,  1905,  in  the  Baptist  church.  Down 
ingtown.  a  very  large  body  of  teachers,  over  250,  gathered  to  discuss 
writing  and  the  recitation. 

Prof.  S.  I.  Kreemer,  of  West  Chester,  presented  the  first  subject 
and  divided  it  into:  • 

Writing  in  school  and  out. 

Writing  in  the  primary  grades. 

With  the  aid  of  300  question  blanks  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  nation 
it  was  ascertained  that: 

(a)  Time  is  saved  by  the  vertical  system. 

(b)  When  the  child  is  in  the  hygienic  position,  squarely  before  the 
desk  with  paper  directly  in  front,  his  writing  is  vertical. 

(c)  Vertical  writing  is  more  legible. 

(d)  In  test,  the  vertical  writing  has  the  greater  speed. 

Miss  Margaret  Hoffman,  of  Coatesville,  took  up  the  subject  of 
Primary  Writing  and  emphasized  the  necessary  care  in  joining  the 
letters.  The  position  of  the  writer  was  spoken  about  by  Supt.  R.  S. 
Macnamee  and  Supt.  Gordon,  of  Coatesville,  called  attention  to  the 
pen  and  how  to  hold  it. 

In  the  afternoon  J.  C.  Bechtel  read  a  paper  on  the  Recitation — 
the  Pupils'  Part.  He  emphasized  the  need  of  plenty  of  sleep.  Miss 
Philips,  of  Anselma,  assisted  in  the  discussion  of  the  Manner  of 
Conducting  the  Recitation.  She  cautioned  the  teacher  to  avoid 
lecturing,  which  creates  a  habit  of  laziness. 

The  Class  as  a  Unit  was  treated  by  Wm.  E.  Roberts,  who  called 
attention  to  the  important  nature  of  the  pupil's  surroundings. 
Thomas  A.  Bock  presented  the  last  topic — The  Object  of  the  Reci- 
tation. He  said  the  object  is  to  test,  to  drill,  to  instruct.  Failure 
is  the  result  of  lack  of  plan  and  indefinite  aim. 

Three  meetings  of  the  principals'  club  were  held  during  the  year. 
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A  business  meeting  was  held  during  institute  week  for  organiza- 
tion, etc.  January  28th  the  principals  met  and  discussed  the  fol- 
lowing subjects:  Spelling  Methods,  Spelling  in  the  High  School  and 
Spelling  Reform.  A  largely  attended  meeting  of  the  principals  was 
held  in  April.  At  this  meeting  Supt.  A.  L.  Jones,  who  was  director 
of  the  State  exhibit  at  St.  Louis,  gave  a  very  helpful  and  interesting 
report  of  that  department  at  the  World's  Fair.  This  was  supple- 
mented by  remarks  by  those  who  personally  inspected  the  work  at 
St.  Louis. 

To  succeed  this  year,  the  teacher  must  do  better  than  she  did  last 
^ear.  To  do  as  well,  is  to  fall  out  of  the  line  of  progress  and  to 
enter  the  ranks  of  the  medicore  teacher.  The  steady  growth  in 
qualifications  is  only  the  tangible  part  of  the  advance  in  the  de- 
mand for  increased  education,  professional  knowledge  and  un- 
blemished character,  in  those  entrusted  with  the  training  of  the 
children  in  our  schools. 

The  teacher  who  makes  no  professional  advancement  will  see,  if 
she  reads  the  signs  of  the  times,  that  her  usefuness  is  waning.  Her 
natural  ability  may  enable  her  to  do  well  £or  a  time  with  little 
study  and  no  knowledge  of  what  the  educational  world  is  doing; 
but  a  few  years  of  listless  inattention  to  professional  work  and 
self-culture  will  see  her  outstripped  by  younger  and  more  earnest 
teachers. 

In  the  selection  of  books  for  the  course  the  committee  sought 
to  get  such  as  will  be  new  to  all,  interesting  and  profitable,  as 
well  to  the  beginner  in  her  first  year  as  to  the  experienced  teacher. 
The  four  books  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  a  teacher's  list  and 
on  her  desk  will  serve  as  aids  in  discipline,  teaching  and  school  man 
agement. 

Shaw's  School  Hygiene  is  one  of  the  few  books  in  which  almost 
every  page  will  add  something  to  the  teacher's  knowledge.  There 
is  discomfort  and  inconvenience  in  the  room  that  can  be  easily 
corrected  if  the  teacher  but  knows  how  to  go  about  it.  Teachers  are 
frequently  consulted  in  the  erection  of  school  buildings,  planning 
ventilation,  lighting  and  heating  that  they  should  know  what  is 
written  authoritatively  on  the  subject.  It  is  important  that  teach- 
ers should  recognize  that  eyesight  may  be  impaired  by  improper 
seating,  normal  growth  prevented  by  lack  of  proper  exercise,  blood 
poisoned  and  the  mind  stunted  by  badly  ventilated  rooms.  School 
Hygiene  shows  clearly  the  great  importance  in  teachers  realizing 
that  physical  health  and  mental  growth  are  dependent  in  part  on 
the  comfort 'and  hygienic  well-being  of  pupils  in  the  school  room. 

l)ul  ton's  School  Management  is  one  of  the  latest,  and  the  commit- 
tee believes,  the  best  book  on  the  subject.  The  problems  of  school 
management  are  concisely  and  definitely  stated;  and  most  helpful 
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suggestions  are  given  to  aid  teachers  in  their  solution.  It  is  a  spe- 
cial treatment  designed  to  assist  teachers  in  all  kinds  of  schools. 
The  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  teacher  cannot  be  too  well 
equipped  in  all  that  is  new  in  school  management.  Her  knowledge 
of  subject  matter  and  of  general  pedagogy  may  be  comprehensive 
and  her  skill  in  the  details  of  method  may  be  excellent,  and  yet  a 
complete  failure  may  follow  on  account  of  an  inability  to  manage 
children  and  properly  "to  adapt  herself  to  a  school. 

In  this  day  many  school-boards  see  the  necessity  of  teaching 
morals  and  manners  in  the  schools.  Whether  this  instruction  is 
to  be  given  regularly  or  incidentally,  with  a  text-book  in  the  hands 
of  the  pupils  or  only  a  book  on  the  teacher's  desk,  are  open  ques- 
tions. The  stimulus  provided  in  a  text-book  on  morals  and  man- 
ners, with  copious  anecdotes,  proverbs  and  familiar  sayings,  will 
be  of  inestimable  value  to  a  teacher  who  desires  to  do  her  entire 
duty  by  her  pupils.  The  committee  has  selected  for  the  course 
Dewey's  Lessons  on  Morals  and  Lessons  on  Manners.  These  little 
volumes  are  most  interesting  and  will  give  suggestion  and  illustra- 
tion for  almost  any  teaching  in  morals  and  manners. 

December  16th  Tredyffrin  township  formally  dedicated  one  of  the 
finest  rural  school  buildings  that  it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  inspect. 
It  was  our  good  fortune  to  be  present  as  also  was  Dr.  Henry  K. 
Pattengill,  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  An  enthusiastic  all  day 
educational  meeting  was  held. 

Our  directors  generally  have  kept  the  school  buildings  in  good 
repair,  very  many  having  been  made  more  cheerful  and  attractive  by 
re-papering  and  a  fresh  coat  of  paint. 

We  believe  our  Graded  Course  of  Study  has  done  much  to  secure 
more  thorough  work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  children.  The 
attendance  is  also  greatly  improved.  74(3  pupils  took  the  examina- 
tions at  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  teachers,  it  is  suggested  that  the  prin- 
cipals of  our  high  schools  direct  the  attention  of  their  advanced 
pupils  to  the  excellent  courses  leading  up  to  the  profession  of 
teaching  offered  by  our  normal  schools.  We  have  discovered  that  the 
normal  graduates  who  have  the  elements  of  the  teacher  are  offered 
the  better  positions  prior  to  graduation. 

We  extend  our  thanks  to  all  the  educational  factors  which  have 
so  happily  co-operated  for  the  higher  life. 


CLARION  COUNTY— L.  L.  Himes. 


The  public  schools  of  Clarion  county  during  the  last  year  have, 
in  general,  done  satisfactory  work. 
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Some  of  the  unfavorable  conditions  against  which  we  had  to 
contend  were  low  percentage  of  attendance,  caused  by  deep  snow 
and  drifted  roads.  In  quite  a  number  of  the  rural  schools,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  larger  part  of  the  pupils  to  get  to  school  for 
several  weeks.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  made  it  necessary  to  license 
some  who  were  not  well  qualified,  and  in  all  such  cases  the  weakness 
of  the  teacher  caused  weak  schools,  and  criticisms.  These  criti- 
cisms, to  me,  indicated  favorable  conditions,  when  patrons  and 
school  directors  recognize  and  commend  good  work  and  justly 
condemn  poor  work,  something  will  be  done  to  better  the  con- 
ditions. 

Twenty  regular  and  four  special  teachers'  examinations  were 
held  in  the  count}T  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  at  which 
three  hundred  and  fifty  applicants  were  examined,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-three  were  granted  certificates  and  ninety-five  rejected. 

After  consultation  with  the  leading  teachers,  we  divided  the 
county  into  eight  local  institute  districts,  one  meeting  was  held  in 
each  district  during  the  year.  The  meetings  at  New  Bethlehem, 
East  Brady,  Foxburg,  Salem  and  Tylersburg  deserve  special  mention. 
They  were  well  attended  and  genuine  interest  taken  by  patrons, 
pupils  and  directors.  At  Foxburg  lunch  was  served  in  the  school 
house  and  all  spent  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  day. 

Salem  township  now  has  a  full  fledged  township  high  school  or- 
ganized. The  school  directors  of  this  township  deserve  much  credit 
for  the  effort  made  in  establishing  it.  At  the  time  that  their  ar- 
rangements were  about  completed,  the  three  roomed  building  in- 
tended for  use  for  the  high  school,  took  fire  and  burned  down. 
Temporary  rooms  were  secured  for  the  completion  of  the  present 
term.  A  new  three  roomed  building  has  been  erected  on  the  site 
of  the  old  and  again  everything  is  in  good  condition  for  carrying  out 
the  educational  interest  of  the  township.  A  course  of  study  has 
been  adopted  by  the  board  for  the  township  high  school,  and  an  ex- 
amination for  admission  to  the  high  school  will  be  held  before 
next  term  begins. 

Clarion  county  teachers'  institute  was  one  of  the  creditable  edu- 
cational meetings  held  during  the  year.  The  attendance  was  very 
good  and  unusual  interest  taken  by  teachers  and  the  people  of 
Clarion.  The  instructions  in  part  were  along  new  but  practical 
lines  and  were  appreciated  by  all  present. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Dr.  Samuel 
Hamilton,  Allegheny,  Pa.;  Prin.  J.  George  Becht,  Prof.  John  Bal- 
1.  nt ine  and  Prof.  W.  Y.  Welch,  of  Clarion  Normal;  Prof.  S.  W. 
Mountz,  of  Chicago,  has  charge  of  the  music,  with  Miss  Melissa 
Davis,  of  Clarion,  pianist.  Miss  S.  Florence  Fisher,  graduate  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  dramatic  school,  and  Mrs.  Mabelle  Arnold  Os- 
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Good,  of  Boston,  were  with  us  and  added  much  to  the  interest  and 
popularity  of  the  day  sessions.  The  evening-  entertainments  were 
well  spoken  of  by  all.  Rev.  Frank  Dixon  lectured  on  Monday  even- 
ing,  Lovetts'  Boston  Stars  appeared  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dr.  H. 
W.  Sears  lectured  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  the  Cleveland  Ladies' 
Orchestra  gave  a  musical  entertainment  on  Thursday  evening. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association 
was  held  in  the  court  house  June  22nd.  The  convention  elected  Mr. 
George  Youkers,  of  Elk  township,  president;  Mr.  S.  G.  Sloan  and 
Joseph  Heppinger,  vice  presidents;  G.  F.  Whitmer,  secretary,  and 
John  T.  Summerville  treasurer. 

The  day  sessions  were  well  attended  and  the  subjects  discussed  by 
the  directors  showed  they  were  interested  in  school  work,  and  es- 
pecially along  the  lines  of  recent  legislation.  Deputy  State  Supt. 
Henry  Houck  lectured  at  the  evening  session.  The  attendance  was 
large,  and  the  lecture  consisted  of  a  description  of  a  trip  to  the 
Holy  Land.  Dr.  Houck  convinced  the  audience  that  he  enjoyed  the 
trip  and  the  audience  convinced  Dr.  Houck  that  they  enjoyed  his 
description  of  it.  Supt.  Harman,  of  Hazleton,  Pa.,  was  present  at 
the  evening  session  and  gave  a  stirring  talk  on  ''Duties  of  Directors 
and  Barents." 

There  are  many  things  connected  with  our  school  work  that  are 
important  to  us,  but  are  not  of  such  general  interest  as  to  appear 
in  this  report. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  and  support 
given  me  by  the  Department  and  many  others  interested  in  our 
schools. 


CLEARFIELD  COUXTY— E.  C.  Shields. 


In  submitting  my  final  report  of  the  schools  of  Clearfield  county. 
1  feel  that  I  can  truthfully  report  substantial  progress  along  all  lines 
of  school  work  for  the  past  year.  In  comparing  the  work  with  that 
of  former  years  the  comparison  shows  a  better  condition  of  educa- 
tional affairs  along  the  whole  line.  The  compulsory  attendance  law 
is  securing  a  better  attendance  of  the  pupils,  and  while  in  some 
districts  it  is  uot  as  rigidly  enforced  as  it  should  be,  yet  it  has  pro- 
duced excellent  results  in  most  of  the  districts  of  our  county  and 
the  attendance  has  been  very  materially  increased. 

Another  improvement  is  in  the  working  of  the  minimum  salary 
law.  In  the  year  ending  June  1904,  we  had  108  teachers  who  had 
never  taught  before,  and  194  who  had  taught  five  or  more  years. 
In  the  year  ending  June,  1905,  we  had  90  teachers  who  had  never 
taught  before  and  201  who  had  taught  five  or  more  years.  This 
o 
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shows  conclusively  that  with  adequate  wages  the  experienced  teach- 
ers will  remain  in  the  work  of  teaching.  The  sooner  the  minimum 
salary  is  raised  to  $40  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  schools. 

We  had  204  graduates  out  of  314  applicants  this  year,  as  compared 
with  124  out  of  238  applicants  last  year. 

Sandy  township  built  an  excellent  brick  eight  roomed  house  this 
year,  and  will  start  a  township  high  school  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  school  term.  Cooper  township  also  built  a  fine  eight  roomed 
brick  building  this  year  and  started  a  townsliip  high  school.  Both 
these  buildings  are  thoroughly  modern,  and  are  equipped  with  all 
the  modern  conveniences,  good  ventilation  and  light,  steam  heat 
and  water  in  each  room,  etc.  Lawrence  township  built  two  one 
roomed  houses,  and  Chest  township  one. 

We  have  now  five  township  high  schools  in  successful  operation 
and  drawing  the  township  high  school  appropriation.  Huston,  Big- 
It  r.  Morris  and  Cooper,  with  a  two  year's  course,  and  Woodward 
with  a  three  year's  course. 

The  county  institute  was  largely  attended  by  teachers,  directors 
and  citizens.  The  interest  and  attention  were  excellent,  and  the 
talks  by  the  instructors  were  practical,  interesting  and  helpful.  The 
day  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  C.  Sehmucker,  Henry  H.  Goddard,  J. 
George  Becht,  Miss  Maude  Willis  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Zeigler.  Prof. 
E.  O.  Excell  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  evening  entertainments 
were  given  by  Ralph  Bingham,  The  Chicago  Lady  Entertainers,  Dr. 
Thomas  E.  Green,  and  the  Edwin  B.  Weeks  Concert  Company.  The 
opera  house  was  packed  at  both  the  day  and  night  sessions. 

The  directors'  convention  was  held  in  June  and  was  attended  by 
more  than  150  directors.  The  interest  was  very  good,  the  discus- 
sions were  practical  and  lively  and  much  interest  was  awakened 
on  educational  subjects.  Dr.  Geo.  Hull,  of  Millersville  State  Nor- 
mal, was  present  both  days  and  added  much  to  the  interest  and 
profit  of  the  meeting  by  his  able  and  timely  talks. 

The  county  has  raised  and  I  have  forwarded  to  Hon.  John  H. 
Landis,  up  to  date,  three  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  68  ceiits  to 
aid  in  building  and  endowing  the  proposed  Thaddeus  Stevens 
Memorial  School  at  Lancaster.  This  is  a  more  liberal  donation  than 
has  ever  been  given  by  the  schools  of  our  county  to  any  philanthro- 
pical  enterprise,  and  I  hope  the  work  may  be  kept  up  until  at  least 
§500  has  been  contributed  to  this  worthy  project. 

During  the  year  I  visited  420  of  the  schools  of  the  county  and 
made  in  all  459  official  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  county.  In  nearly 
all  of  them  I  found  the  teachers  doing  good  honest  work.  A  few 
teachers  seem  to  be  in  the  work  for  the  salary  alone,  but  as  a  rule 
the  teachers  were  faithful  and  efficient. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
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fur  the  kindness  you  have  shown  me  and  the  help  you  have  given 
me  during  the  time  I  have  been  officially  connected  with  the  schools 
of  our  county.  1  also  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
mid  co-operation  1  have  received  from  the  teachers  of  our  county. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  X.  McCloskey. 


The  past  year  has  shown  marked  improvement  in  the  educational 
growth  of  the  public  schools  of  Clinton  county. 

Two  schools  were  closed  in  the  sparsely  settled  districts  and  the 
children  transported  to  adjoining  schools. 

Two  new  schools  were  opened  during  the  year  to  relieve  the  over- 
crowded conditions  in  the  towns;  one  at  Cross  Fork,  in  Leidy  town- 
ship and  one  in  South  Renovo. 

Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  is  5,395,  which  includes  parochial 
schools  in  Renovo  and  Bitumen. 

One  new  four-roomed  building  was  erected  in  Beech  Creek  bor- 
ough at  a  cost  of  eight  thousand  dollars.  It  is  built  in  the  latest 
style  of  school  architecture  with  four  class  rooms,  four  cloak  rooms, 
library  and  spacious  hall  all  on  one  floor.  Ventilation,  heating  and 
lighting  have  been  installed  on  scientific  principles. 

By  the  joint  effort  of  school  board  and  pupils  together,  with  a  five 
dollar  subscription  from  Mr.  N.  P.  Gargon,  a  resident  of  the  town, 
a  large  bell  weighing  eight  hundred  pounds  was  added  to  the  build- 
ing at  Christmas  time. 

South  Renovo  has  added  two  rooms  to  their  school  building  cost- 
ing several  thousand  dollars. 

Many  school  buildings  throughout  the  county  have  been  improved 
by  having  porches  built  and  the  buildings  painted.  The  "little  red 
school  house''  of  the  past  has  given  way  to  clean  white  paint  and 
green  window  shutters.  Later  style  of  school  furniture  is  sup- 
planting the  old  fashioned  seat.  Slate  has  taken  the  place  of  the  old 
wooden  blackboard  worn  gray  in  the  service. 

Sixty-five  of  the  public  school  buildings  of  the  county  have  large 
flags  floating  over  them,  while  "old  glory1'  finds  a  prominent  place  in 
nearly  every  school  room. 

Many  new  books  were  added  to  the  libraries  of  our  schools. 

The  attendance  of  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  at  the  local 
sintitutes  held  throughout  the  county  surpassed  any  previous  year. 
These  school  functions  have  created  a  healthy  school  sentiment. 
The  last  one  of  the  season  held  at  Renovo  was  conducted  on  the 
round-table  plan. 
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Three  schools  of  the  county — Renovo,  Westport  and  South  Eenovo 
— have  received  geographical  collections  from  the  Philadelphia 
Museums. 

Many  of  our  school  boards  have  taken  positive  stand  on  the  en- 
forcement of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  with  excellent  result. 

Clinton  county  has  three  borough  high  schools,  and  three  town- 
ship high  schools,  one  of  the  latter  class  is  located  at  Salona,  in 
Lamar  township,  the  other  at  Westport,  in  Noyes  township. 

The  total  number  of  graduates  in  the  high  schools  for  the  year 
in  42,  as  follows:  Westport,  7;  Flwnington,  4;  Renovo,  21;  Mill 
Hall,  10. 

.County  Institute  was  held  in  Lock  Haven  during  week  of  Decem- 
ber 19th,  with  the  following  instructors:  Dr.  George  M.  Philips, 
West  Chester,  Pa.;  Dr.  Frank  S.  Fox,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  A.  B.  Van 
Ormer,  Norwood,  Pa.;  Professors  Brungard,  Singer  and  (Iresh. 
Evening  entertainers:  Dr.  Fox,  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  Roney's  Boys 
Concert  Co.,  and  Lyman  Howe's  Moving  Pictures.  Tuesday  afternoon 
the  institute  was  set  apart  as  ex-teachers  day. 

Prominent  among  the  ex-teachers  were  men  and  women  who  had 
taught  sixty  yAars  ago.  Senator  S.  R.  Peale,  one  of  the  venerable 
ex-teachers,  delivered  a  soul-stirring  address  on  the  occasion. 

Wednesday  afternoon  was  celebrated  as  Director's  Day.  Dr. 
Philips  delivered  the  address  to  the  directors  and  parents.  The  Di- 
rectors' Association  was  held  on  January  18,  1905,  about  sixty  di- 
rectors were  present.  Superintendent  J.  M.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Dr.  J.  R.  Flickinger,  of  Lock  Haven,  and  Supt.  Chas.  Lose, 
of  Williamsport,  rendered  valuable  assistance  on  the  occasion. 
Many  questions  of  vital  importance  were  discussed  by  directors. 

During  the  year  394  visits  were  made  to  schools.  In  many  dis- 
tricts we  were  accompanied  by  directors.  Our  teachers  are  careful, 
conscientious  and  self  sacrificing  in  the  interests  of  their  work. 

The  appreciation  of  Normal  school  training  is  shown  by  directors 
of  the  county  in  selection  of  teachers,  as  a  large  percentage  of  the 
teachers  are  Normal  graduates. 

In  conclusion  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  for  advice  given,  to  teachers,  directors  and  the  press 
for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  educational  affairs  of  the  county. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— William  W.  Evans. 


There  are  many  evidences  that  educational  conditions  in  this  coun- 
ty have  improved  considerably  during  the  past  year.  Only  a  few 
complaints  from  patrons  have  reached  us,  whereas  in  former  years 
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we  have  listened  to  a  great  amount  of  discouraging  fault  finding. 
This  absence  of  criticism  indicates  that  our  schools  are  giving  better 
satisfaction  than  during  the  former  years  of  this  administration;  it 
indicates  too  that  our  people  are  becoming  more  willing  to  help  make 
their  schools  efficient  and  less  prone  to  injure  them  by  hurtful  criti- 
cism. There  has  been  much  just  reason  for  complaint  in  the  past; 
in  many  schools  the  opportunities  of  the  children  as  well  as  the 
money  spent,  have  Ueen  little  better  than  wasted;  we  regret  to 
admit  that  there  are  still  a  few  such  schools  in  this  county,  but  as 
a  rule,  the  directors  have  exerted  greater  efforts  to  secure  competent 
teachers  than  ever  before.  The  operation  of  the  minimum  salary 
law  has  had  considerable  to  do  with  this;  there  is  a  general  disposi- 
tion to  regard  this  law  with  favor,  so  long  as  good  teachers  are  em- 
ployed. 

Our  chief  difficulty  is  to  secure  a  sufficient  number  of  competent 
teachers.  We  have  raised  the  requirements  to  such  an  extent  that 
those  who  are  not  active  and  progressive  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
positions.  There  are  few  directors  in  this  county  who  will  know- 
ingly employ  a  teacher  who  has  shown  a  lack  of  professional  interest, 
no  matter  what  the  grade  or  kind  of  certificate  may  be.  We  have 
personally  assisted  these  directors  in  placing  a  large  number  of 
teachers  in  the  progressive  districts,  but  there  are  still  a  few  who  ap- 
parently exercise  poorer  judgment  in  this  most  important  matter 
than  they  would  use  in  the  selection  of  a  farm  implement  or  the 
purchase  of  a  cow  or  horse.  With  a  few  exceptions  our  teachers  are 
a  very  faithful  band  of  workers.  In  the  districts  where  salaries 
were  increased  the  teachers  seem  to  appreciate  the  raise  and  they 
are  doing  their  best  to  prove  themselves  worthy  of  it. 

This  has  been  the  busiest  year  we  have  ever  experienced.  We 
have  published  the  County  School  Journal,  which  is  our  best  medium 
for  informing  and  stimulating  all  the  forces  concerned  in  education. 
We  have  sent  monthly  review  questions  to  all  the  rural  and  village 
schools  in  the  county.  We  have  made  special  efforts  to  popularize 
the  old  fashioned  spelling  schools  and  have  inaugurated  writing  con- 
tests throughout  the  county.  We  have  visited  all  but  ten  of  the 
schools  once,  while  several  have  been  visited  more  frequently,  as 
necessity  required.  During  our  visits  and  upon  every  possible  occa- 
sion we  have  done  what  we  could  to  arouse  the  children  to  greater 
ambition  and  more  thorough  work  in  the  fundamental  common 
branches.  We  examined  over  200  applicants  for  provisional  certifi- 
cates and  granted  less  than  100.  At  the  close  of  the  year  we  ex- 
amined 220  seventh  year  pupils  and  145  who  have  completed  the 
common  school  course.  Grammar  school  commencements  were  held 
at  Benton,  North  Berwick,  St.  James,  Mt.  Zion,  Buckhorn,  Nurnidia, 
Jerseytown,  Mainville,  Miifiinville,  Millville,  Orangeville,  Kulp,  Light 
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Street,  Central  and  Stillwater.  We  also  conducted  examinations  of 
tbe  students  of  the  village  and  township  high  schools  of  the  county; 
there  were  96  in  all.  Local  institutes  were  held  at  Millgrove,  Esther 
Furnace,  Millville,  St.  James,  Benton,  Eyersgrove,  Mifflinville,  Ru- 
pert, Light  Street,  Espy  and  Jamison  City.  The  County  Educational 
Association  which  was  organized  during  the  year  held  seven  very 
helpful  sessions.  It  is  the  intention  that  this  association  will  carry 
on  many  valuable  lines  of  new  work  which  have  heretofore  been  im- 
possible owing  to  our  already  arduous  duties.  We  have  been  present 
at  and  took  an  active  part  in  nearly  all  of  the  foregoing  events,  and 
have  delivered  36  educational  addresses  during  the  year,  upon  educa- 
tional subjects. 

Ever  since  we  assumed  the  duties  of  this  office  we  have  been  en- 
deavoring to  determine  the  exact  number  of  annual  teachers'  insti- 
tutes that  have  been  held  in  this  county — a  bit  of  educational  history 
which  had  become  almost  extinct.  After  scores  of  inquiries  and 
extensive  research,  we  learned  from  Prof.  Wm.  Burgess,  now  of 
Chicago,  who  organized  the  first  teachers'  institute  in  this  county, 
that  there  had  been  prior  to  this  year  47  regular  annual  sessions. 

The  48th  annual  institute,  held  during  the  week  beginning  Novem- 
ber 27,  was  pronounced  the  best  we  have  ever  had.  For  the  first 
time  in  our  history  we  reduced  the  number  of  instructors  to  three, 
including  the  instructor  in  music.  Our  teachers  need  and  desire 
quality  rather  than  quantity,  Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Dr.  Shuman  Davis 
and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter  were  the  instructors.  Our  section  wrork,  in 
which  the  teachers  themselves  conduct  the  discussion  of  their  own 
questions,  continues  to  be  a  very  helpful  feature  of  the  institute. 
On  the  lecture  course  we  had  Sen.  Ben.  Tillman,  whose  subject 
was  "A  Plea  for  the  Common  People,''  and  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeney,  who 
lectured  on  "The  Golden  Age."  The  entertainments  were  given  by 
the  Dunbar  Company  and  the  Weeks  Company. 

During  the  year  our  Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings,  the 
first  session  being  held  on  Thursday  of  institute  week.  There  were 
53  directors  present  and  a  most  successful  meeting  resulted.  Be- 
side a  number  of  timely  addresses  by  members  of  the  association. 
Dr.  Davis  gave  an  interesting  presentation  of  some  school  affairs  in 
Indiana,  which  proved  food  for  thought.  In  the  afternoon  Dr.  Stet- 
son delivered  an  address  to  the  teachers  and  directors  in  joint  ses- 
sion which  is  regarded  as  perhaps  the  most  powerful  discourse  ever 
heard  on  a  similar  occasion  at  our  institute.  The  association  held 
its  second  session  on  March  8th,  at  which  time  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer 
was  present.  Both  of  his  addresses  were  practical  and  helpful, 
while  his  presence  proved  an  inspiration  to  our  directors.  Ad 
dresses  were  given  by  the  five  delegates  to  the  State  convention, 
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the  object  being  to  bring  as  much  inspiration  from  the  State  session 
to  the  count v  as  possible.     There  wore  si  directors  present. 
Through  the  wisdom  of  the  directors  and  the  ability  of  principals 

and  teachers,  the  schools  of  our  large  boroughs  have  reached  a  high 
state  of  efficiency.  In  Berwick,  Bloomsbnrg,  West  Berwick.  Cata- 
wissa  and  Centralia,  a  better  teaching  force  under  better  supervision 
is  being  maintained  than  ever  before.  Directors  in  these  boroughs 
are  doing  more  to  obtain  and  retain  successful  teachers  than  for- 
merly. The  schools  at  Bloomsburg  and  West  Berwick  will  soon  be 
compelled  to  provide  for  an  increasing  attendance.  Catawissa  has 
erected  a  $12,000  four-room  brick  structure  in  addition  to  their  al- 
ready large  building.  This  provision  should  have  been  made  much 
►sooner,  for  until  now  it  has  been  impossible  to  grade  the  pupils 
properly,  and  the  whole  borough  system  has  suffered  in  consequence. 
The  new  building  was  appropriately  dedicated  in  April.  During  the 
year  a  new  building  was  erected  in  Beaver  to  replace  one  that  had 
been  destroyed  by  fire,  a  fine  two-room  building  was  erected  at  Kulp 
to  accommodate  the  township  high  school. 

Our  normal  school  continues  to  expand  in  numbers  and  usefulness. 
The  graduates  of  this  institution  have  developed  into  excellent 
teachers  generally.  The  number  of  normal  graduates  is  constantly 
increasing  throughout  the  count}'. 

The  most  significant  educational  movement  in  this  county  at 
present  is  a  gradual  awakening  of  the  rural  people  to  the  advantages 
ofthe  township  high  school  to  them.  They  are  beginning  to  see  that 
il  provides  opportunities  for  their  sons  and  daughters  to  secure  a 
broader  and  more  adequate  preparation  for  life — especially  those  of 
limited  means — than  they  have  ever  enjoyed  before.  They  are  be- 
ginning to  appreciate  the  fact  that  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of 
their  children  that  they  be  kept  under  home  influences  and  the  dis- 
cipline of  home  duties  during  this  critical  period  of  character  forma- 
tion. They  are  realizing  that  with  competent  teachers  and  proper 
equipment  it  is  possible  to  maintain  a  rural  high  school  of  efficiency 
equal  at  least  to  the  larger  borough  high  schools,  with  far  less  nega- 
tive tendencies,  and  all  this  with  the  advantage  of  receiving  sub- 
stantial assistance  from  the  State  through  an  extra  appropriation. 

These  high  schools  will  do  more  than  any  other  agency  to  interest 
the  coming  generation  in  the  advantages  to  be  found  in  progressive 
agriculture;  many  of  the  graduates  will  find  their  way  to  our  State 
College  to  prepare  themselves  for  leadership  in  this  all-important 
vocation.  We  find  that  the  common  schools  in  the  districts  in  which 
there  are  high  schools  are  wonderfully  stimulated,  because  the  coun- 
ty children  have  something  to  work  toward.  The  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  a  large  number  of  our  rural  schools,  instead  of  depend- 
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ing  for  teachers  upon  the  young,  inexperienced  girls  of  the  towns, 
many  of  whom  have  never  been  inside  a  country  school  and  know 
nothing  of  the  conditions  surrounding  it,  will  find  in  the  graduates 
of  the  township  high  schools,  those  who  will  not  only  prove  excel- 
lent instructors  but  who  will  be  actually  interested  in  the  solution  of 
the  grave  rural  problems  of  the  future.  Then  the  country  school, 
instead  of  serving  as  a  place  for  preparing  teachers  for  the  town 
schools,  will  secure  a  rural  solidity  and  permanency  which  is  sadly 
lacking  to-day. 

There  are  now  in  this  county,  township  high  schools  in  Mifflin, 
Fishing  Creek,  Locust,  Soaring  Creek,  Scott  and  Briar  Creek  town- 
ships. All  but  the  first  two  have  been  established  during  the  past 
year,  while  in  Hemlock  and  Sugarloaf  the  directors  are  contemplate 
ing  similar  action.  The  Mifflin  and  Fishing  Creek  schools  graduated 
their  first  classes  this  year.  At  each  place  appropriate  and  impres- 
sive commencement  exercises  were  held. 

The  press  of  this  county  has  been  extremely  liberal  to  the  cause 
of  education.  The  professors  of  our  normal  school  have  been  very 
kind  and  helpful  to  us.  We  feel  deeply  indebted  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  faithful  directors  and  teachers  who  have  so  loyally  upheld  the 
cause  for  which  we  are  responsible.  The  State  Department  through 
its  courteous  officials  and  Superintendent  has  rendered  valued  as- 
sistance. To  all  these  and  all  others  who  have  done  what  they 
could,  we  extend  our  sincere  gratitude. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— John  D.  Goodwin. 


During  the  last  year  the  school  work  of  the  county  has  been 
steadily  progressing.  Advancement  has  been  made  in  the  grade 
of  the  teachers,  in  a  closer  systematizing  of  the  work  of  the  school, 
and  in  the  making  of  the  work  of  the  schoolroom  more  practical. 
The  qualifications  for  certificates  were  raised,  the  teachers  responded 
creditably,  and  as  a  matter  of  course,  good  results  followed. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  county — the  second  year  this  has 
been  done  in  the  history  of  the  county — last  year  being  the  first;  and 
at  the  close  of  this  third  year's  relations  with  our  teachers  as  Super- 
intendent, I  am  very  strongly  impressed  with  the  earnestness  and  ex- 
cellence of  their  wrork.  The  readiness  with  which  my  suggstions  have 
been  received,  and  the  willingness  with  which  new  work  has  been 
undertaken,  have  been  highly  gratifying.  While  there  are  some  who 
fail  from  lack  of  natural  gifts  or  acquired  ability,  it  is  rare,  indeed, 
to  find  a  teacher  who  is  not  earnestly  anxious  to  succeed  by  doing 
good  work.     I  doubt  very  much  if  any  other  profession  or  vocation 
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contains  a  larger  proportion  of  workers  who  are  thoughtfully  and 
conscientiously  desirous  to  succeed.  If  this  fact  were  always  fully 
realized,  many  misunderstandings  would  be  avoided,  and  much  un- 
charitable judgment  withheld.  One  of  the  encouraging  circum- 
stances for  the  future  of  our  schools,  is  the  careful  preparation 
which  our  younger  teachers  are  making  for  their  work.  They  do 
not  now  expect  to  begin  teaching  until  they  have  spent  some  time 
in  a  good  school  of  advanced  grade.  The  normal  schools  have  in- 
structed more  of  our  teachers  in  the  past  year  than  ever  before. 

More  local  institutes  were  held  than  heretofore.  These  meetings 
greatly  promote  educational  interest  in  the  various  sections,  and  the 
zeal  and  efficiency  of  the  teachers  and  directors  who  took  part  in 
them.  The  county  institute,  judging  from  practical  results,  was 
oneof  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 

All  our  schools  are  graded,  and  special  effort  was  made  to  have 
the  course  of  study  followed  closely.  The  results  were  very  good. 
The  standard  for  graduation  was  put  high,  and  247  were  passed,  and 
received  the  eighth  grade  diploma.  Our  township  high  schools  did 
excellent  work,  and  the  North  Shenango  centralized  school  added 
another  year  of  unqualified  success  to  its  history. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  conceded  that  no  class  of  citizens  in  our 
country  is  charged  with  such  important  and  responsible  duties  as 
school  directors.  Our  directors,  as  a  rule,  have  attended  faithfully 
to  their  duties.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  observe  that  every 
year  the  people  of  our  county  choose  their  directors  from  among 
the  most  worthy  and  intelligent  citizens.  The  directors  almost  uni- 
versally have  a  high  conception  of  their  work,  and  diligently  and  in- 
telligently give  their  time  to  this  important  service.  I  have  found 
them  always  ready  with  active  interest,  and  harmonious  work,  and 
wise  counsel,  to  aid  me  in  our  common  work. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  who  have  aided 
me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty;  and,  realizing  that  much  remains 
to  be  done,  for  the  schools  of  our  county,  to  earnestly  solicit  those 
in  sympathy  with  our  system  of  public  education,  to  lend  me  their 
support  in  every  good  work. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


During  the  year  the  educational  forces  of  Cumberland  county  have 
been  working  in  the  same  direction,  toward  the  general  improvement 
of  the  public  schools.  The  success  of  the  school,  like  that  of  any 
other  enterprise,  depends  upon  its  vigorous  and  intelligent  man- 
agement, by  the  individuals  who  assume  the  responsibility.    Energy 
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and  intelligence  have  characterized  the  work  of  most  all  our  teach- 
ers during  the  term  with  highly  satisfactory  results. 

The  Lower  Allen  township  school  board  erected  a  two  room  school 
building  near  New  Cumberland  borough  to  accommodate  pupils 
formerly  admitted  to  the  New  Cumberland  schools.  The  building  is 
well  located,  modern  in  plan  and  equipment  and  so  arranged  as  to 
permit  additions  to  meet  the  future  needs  of  this  rapidly  growing 
locality. 

The  teachers'  and  directors'  second  annual  picnic  was  held  in  Mt. 
Holly  Springs  Park,  August  IS,  1904.  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  of 
Steelton,  Pa.;  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Prin.  C.  V.  S.  N  S.,  made  ad- 
dresses.   About  fifteen  hundred  people  were  in  attendance. 

The  county  institute,  of  course,  is  the  greatest  educational  gath- 
ering of  the  year.  It  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  November 
28th  in  the  opera  house,  Carlisle.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  A.  B. 
Van  Ormer,  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Dr.  Ruric  N.  Roark,  Ex-Supt.  F. 
C.  Bowersox,  Dr.  Geo.  L.  Omwake,  Dr.  C.  T.  McFarlane,  and  Dr 
G.  M.  D.  Eckels.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Mr.  Frank  Dixon,  Mr. 
Ora  Samuel  Gray,  and  Ex-Go  v.  Bob  Taylor.  The  entertainment  was 
given  by  the  C.  M.  Parker  Concert  Company.  The  instruction  given 
was  of  the  highest  order.  Our  aim  has  been  to  obtain  men  who  will 
give  to  our  teachers  the  best  professional  instruction  and  the  high- 
est professional  aspirations.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  instruc- 
tors fully  met  our  expectations  and  made  this  institute  one  of  the 
most  interesting,  inspiring  and  profitable  ever  held  in  our  county. 
The  attendance  was  the  largest  we  have  ever  had,  which  shows  a 
live  interest  on  the  part  of  our  people  in  the  presentation  of  sound 
educational  theories  with  their  practical  application,  by  able  men 
as  well  as  a  general  interest  in  our  schools.  The  directors'  session 
in  connection  with  the  institute  was  interesting  and  well  attended 
by  the  directors. 

The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  high  school  building,  Mechanicsburg,  Friday, 
February  17,  1905.  Questions  pertaining  to  school  administration 
were  ably  discussed  by  the  directors  and  others  in  attendance.  Ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Supt.  J.  C.  Wagner,  Ex-Supt  A.  J.  Beitzel  and 
Dr.  E.  T.  Jeffers,  President  of  the  York  Collegiate  Institute. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  Newville,  Shippensburg,  Mechan- 
icsburg and  Mt.  Holly.  In  addition  to  these,  eighteen  institutes  were 
held  in  twelve  sub-local  districts  into  which  the  county  is  sub- 
divided. The  teachers  have  shown  much  activity  and  interest  in 
these  meetings.  The  assignment  of  work  on  the  program  and  the 
general  discussions  of  the  questions  have  caused  our  teachers  to 
be  more  diligent  in  their  professional  reading  and  study.  Nothing 
has  done  more  for  the  improvement  of  our  teachers  and  for  the 
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awakening  of  educational  interest  than  these  institutes  and  other 
educational  meetings  held  during  the  term,  and  the  excellent  re- 
sults obtained  have  surpassed  our  expectations.  An  active,  in- 
telligent interest  by  our  patrons  is  absolutely  necessary  to  secure 
the  greatest  success  of  our  schools.  If  this  be  secured,  I  believe 
most  all  other  essential  things  will  be  added  thereto.  A  special 
effort  has  been  made  to  remove  the  prevailing  indifference  of  oui' 
citizens  by  trying-  to  reach  them  through  these  local  meetings  and 
thus  establish  a  more  democratic  spirit  in  the  different  school  dis- 
tricts. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  the  establishment  of  two  additional  town- 
ship high  schools,  making  in  all  four  such  schools  in  the  county. 
The  Newton  township  directors  opened  one  at  Oakville  and  the 
Penn  township  directors  opened  one  at  Centerville.  These  two 
schools  are  located  in  small  villages  and  are  typical  country  high 
schools.  Most  every  school  district  in  the  townships  named  has 
one  or  more  representatives  in  the  respective  high  schools.  The 
citizens  are  giving  these  schools  their  hearty  support,  and  their 
success  is  assured. 

One  hundred  and  ten  applicants  for  teachers'  provisional  certifi- 
cates were  granted.  Sixty  of  these  were  elected  to  schools,  thirty- 
one  have  attended  normal,  nineteen  of  them  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience. Of  the  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  teachers  in  the 
county,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  are  normal  graduates,  thirty- 
nine  hold  permanent  certificates,  twenty-three  hold  professional 
certificates,  sixty  hold  provisional  certificates  and  eight  are  college 
graduates.  More  than  two-thirds  of  our  teachers  are  graduates  of 
normal  schools  or  have  been  in  attendance.  Great  credit  is  due  the 
('.  V.  S.  N.  S.  for  creating  a  desire  on  the  part  of  our  young  people 
for  better  training,  and  also  a  greater  demand  on  the  part  of  our 
citizens  for  the  teacher  who  has  had  special  training  and  prepara- 
tion for  the  profession  of  teaching. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  in  operation  two  terms  and  has 
proved  its  purpose  very  satisfactorily.  While  the  system  is  not 
perfected,  yet  good  results  have  been  secured.  We  hope  to  make 
further  additions  to  it  which  will  make  it  more  effective.  The  ex- 
aminations for  common  school  diplomas  were  held  Saturday,  March 
11th.  Eighty  pupils  took  the  examination;  fifty-five  received  di- 
plomas. The  young  people  are  to  be  commended  for  their  efforts 
to  secure  this  reward,  which  is  open  to  all,  and  Ave  hope  it  will  be  a 
constant  aim  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  schools.  Teachers  are 
using  this  incentive  to  secure  more  earnest  application  to  their 
studies  and  a  longer  attendance  at  school. 

The  graduating  classes  of  the  South  Middleton  township,  New 
Cumberland,  and  Newville  high  schools  were  examined.     Very  ex- 
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cellent  commencement  exercises  with  the  usual  number  of  grad- 
uates were  held  at  the  above  named  places,  and  also  Mechanics- 
burg,  Shippensburg,  and  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Death  invaded  our  educational  ranks  and  removed  one  of  our 
directors  and  an  ex-county  superintendent.  Hon.  Robert  McCach- 
ran  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Newville  borough  for  sev- 
eral terms  and  was  an  important  factor  in  promoting  the  school 
interests  of  his  town.  A  graduate  of  Princeton  college,  a  man  of 
unusual  intelligence,  a,n  ex-member  of  the  State  Legislature,  noted 
for  his  integrity  and  the  faithful  performance  of  all  duties  which 
devolved  upon  him  as  a  lawyer,  a  legislator  and  a  school  official, 
the  county  has  lost  one  of  its  most  useful  and  upright  citizens. 

Ex-Supt.  S.  B.  Shearer  was  county  superintendent  of  schools  from 
June  1878  to  June  1887,  serving  three  terms;  after  which  he  con- 
tinued teaching  in  Camp  Hill  and  Shiremanstown,  when  in  1893 
he  was  elected  the  first  city  superintendent  of  the  Carlisle  schools, 
and  served  until  1903,  at  which  time  failing  health  compelled  him 
to  relinquish  his  ehosen  work.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  scholarship, 
of  high  ideals,  of  pleasing  personality  and  was  an  inspiration  to 
the  teachers  and  pupils  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  There  is 
no  one  to  whom  our  citizens  owe  greater  gratitude  than  to  Supt. 
Shearer;  for  he,  no  doubt,  did  more  to  arouse  the  ambitions  of  the 
school-boy,  to  fjopularize  the  public  school,  to  quicken  educational 
sentiment,  and  to  raise  the  standard  of  educational  work  in  our 
county  than  any  other  individual.  He  is  gone,  but  his  memory 
and  influence  still  live  in  the  hearts  of  the  grateful  citizens  of  Cum- 
berland county. 

The  work  of  a  county  superintendent  is  limited  only  by  his  power 
of  endurance,  his  energy  and  strength.  My  time  and,  I  may  say, 
utmost  energy  have  been  given  to  the  responsible  duties  assumed 
three  years  ago.  With  the  hearty  and  sympathetic  co-operation  of 
the  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons,  we  feel  that  our  combined  ef- 
forts have  caused  our  school  work  to  move  onward  and  upward.  I 
desire  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  the  teachers,  directors, 
patrons  and  to  all  others  who  have  aided  in  any  way  in  making 
ike  work  valuable  to  the  boys  and  girls,  and,  indeed,  very  pleasant 
io  me,  and  hope  that  if  it  be  possible  even  greater  progress  may  be 
made  during  the  next  term. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver. 


Last  term  we  had  172  teachers  in  our  teaching  force  who  attended 
teachers'  training  schools.    This  year  the  number  reached  198,  with 
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;i;i  increase  of  26  over  lust  year.  This  in  itself  shows  some  advance- 
ment along  an  educational  line  in  our  schools. 

The  minimum  salary  law  caused  ten  of  the  districts  in  the  county 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  teachers.  It  has  wrought  a  very 
healthful  change  in  the  rural  schools  affected  by  this  law.  It  gives 
the  teacher  more  compensation  for  further  advancement  and  an 
opportunity  for  the  rural  districts  to  retain  them  in  the  same  school 
of  the  district  for  more  than  one  year.  Teaching  has  been  and  is 
made  a  stepping-stone  to  something  better  paying  and  will  so  con- 
tinue as  long  as  the  public  calls  for  a  low  rate  of  taxation  for  the 
schools,  i The  best  teachers  are  not  too  good  for  our  sons  and 
daughters.) 

Teachers'  meetings  and  teachers'  local  institutes  which  are  held 
in  most  of  the  districts  of  the  county  continue  to  be  great  and  use- 
ful factors  for  the  up-building  of  our  educational  facilities. 

The  fifty-second  annual  session  of  our  teachers'  institute  was  held 
in  the  court  house,  Harrisburg,  from  Oct.  31  to  Nov.  4,  inclusive. 
Judging  by  the  comments  of  the  press,  friends  and  educators,  and 
the  inspiration  the  teachers  received  and  the  amount  of  work  they 
received  and  put  into  practice,  the  institute  was  not  a  failure. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings  during  the  year. 
Each  meeting  was  better  attended  than  last  year  and  more  interest 
manifested. 

This  year  there  were  more  new  buildings  erected  than  any  year 
since  I  have  supervision  and  1  hope  this  course  will  be  continued 
by  the  directors  until  all  the  old  school  houses  which  are  unfit  to 
be  occupied  by  children  will  be  things  of  the  past.  Seven  new  build- 
ings were  erected — three  brick,  three  frame  and  one  stone. 

An  up-to-date  four  roomed  lime  stone  building  was  built  by 
I  Jerry  township  for  the  purpose  of  properly  grading  the  schools  in 
ihe  locality  of  Derry  Church  and  organizing  a  township  high  school. 
This  building  in  addition  to  the  four  school  rooms  has  a  principal's 
room,  a  directors'  room,  and  a  supply  room.  It  has  hot  air  heating 
apparatus,  electric  light,  water  and  all  the  conveniences  of  a  modern 
school  building. 

East  Hanover  built  a  good  frame  and  Londonderry  built  two 
good  frame  school  houses  on  the  islands.  Jackson,  Upper  Paxtor, 
and  Lower  Swatara  each  built  a  brick  school  house.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  proper  sanitation  that  all  school  buildings  have 
cellars  and  methods  of  indirect  heating. 

Upper  Swatara  township  has  greatly  improved  the  efficiency  of 
her'  educational  system  by  adopting  a  course  of  study  for  the 
schools. 

The  compulsory  education  law  in  a  few  districts  of  the  county 
during  the  year  has  been  a  failure  in  the  hands  of  the  directors 
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who  did  not  have  the  moral  courage  to  stand  by  their  obligations, 
but  care  more  for  personal  gain  than  the  educational  welfare  of 
children  who  are  neglected  by  the  overseers. 

We  fully  appreciate  the  loyal  support  given  us  by  the  principals 
of  our  graded  high  schools,  by  the  teachers,  school  directors,  pa- 
trons, friends,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  press, 
and  we  enter  the  work  of  another  school  year  encouraged  to  do 
better  work  than  previous  years. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


There  is  little  to  be  said  in  addition  to  the  facts  given  in  the  sta- 
tistical report  concerning  the  schools  of  Delaware  county  forwarded 
a  fewr  days  ago. 

The  directors  of  Upper  Chichester  wisely  decided  to  establish  a 
township  high  school  with  a  two  years'  course  of  study.  Efficient 
work  was  done  during  the  past  year  and  the  young  people  of  the 
district  have  enjoyed  these  additional  educational  advantages  with 
out  the  necessity  of  being  away  from  home  and  its  kindly  influences 
so  essential  at  this  early  period  in  the  child's  life. 

In  Upper  Darby,  the  school  board  built  a  two-story  addition  to 
the  Fernwood  school  building  which  gives  two  more  rooms  for  their 
use.  They  are  very  bright  and  cheerful,  and  well  furnished.  An 
additional  school  was  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  term. 
The  directors  of  Haverford  have  bought  ground  at  Llanerch  upoif 
which  they  will  erect  a  suitable  building  for  school  purposes.  The 
Middletown  school  board  has  also  secured  a  desirable  lot  of  ground 
upon  which  they  will  build  a  new  school  house  near  Darlingtoi. 
Station.  Upper  Providence,  Ridley  Park,  Sharon  Hill,  and  Swarth- 
more,  are  planning  for  additions  to  their  present  buildings  in  order 
to  afford  better  facilities  for  educational  work  in  their  several  dis 
tricts. 

The  Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association  was  unusually  suc- 
cessful with  its  meetings  during  the  year.  It  held  a  meeting  in 
February  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  buildings,  upon  invita 
tion  of  Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh.  Addresses  were  made  in  the 
morning  by  the  University  professors  and  the  afternoon  was  spent 
in  visiting  the  buildings  and  museums  under  the  direction  of  a  com 
mittee  of  the  students.  The  meeting  for  May  was  held  in  the 
chapel  of  the  House  of  Refuge  at  Glen  Mills,  where  a  cordial  wel 
come  was  extended  by  Superintendent  F.  H.  Xibecker,  who  said 
he  was  glad  to  have  the  teachers  visit  the  institution  in  order  that 
they  might  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  work  it  does.     He  said  they 
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conducted  a  school  for  unfortunate  buys,  in  which  they  were  put  in  a 

position  to  do  for  themselves  after  a  few  years'  (raining.  After 
interesting  addresses  in  the  morning,  the  teachers  devoted  the 
afternoon  to  inspecting  the  various  buildings  and  shops  and  to  wit- 
nessing an  interesting  competitive  military  drill  by  the  boys  from 
the  several  col  tages.  The  boys  issue  a  daily  paper  under  a  competent 
teacher  and  the  next  issue  after  our  meeting  contained  one  of  the 
most  carefully  printed  reports  of  the  sessions  of  the  association 
that  has  ever  been  printed.  This  meeting  proved  a  very  help- 
ful one  to  the  teachers  of  the  county,  many  of  whom  often  meet 
with  boys  who  are  a  perplexing  problem  to  them.  The  association 
made  its  fourth  annual  "historic  pilgrimage"  to  Trenton  and  Prince- 
ton on  Saturday,  May  L'Oth,  and  spent  a  most  enjoyable  day.  The 
members  are  indebted  to  Superintendent  Ebenezer  Mackey,  of  the 
Trenton  schools  for  many  courtesies  extended.  A  committee  of  his 
teachers  met  us  upon  our  arrival  and  conducted  us  to  the  public- 
library  where  we  were  welcomed  by  the  mayor  of  the  city.  Upon 
our  arrival  at  the  State  House  we  were  again  cordially  welcomed 
by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Our  party  num- 
bered one  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Eighty-three  scholars,  mostly  from  the  rural  schools,  presented 
themselves  for  examination  in  the  county  course  of  study,  and  sixty- 
five  of  them  reached  the  required  standard  for  securing  a  diploma. 
The  school  boards  in  the  districts  from  which  these  children  come, 
with  few  exceptions,  send  the  successful  scholars  to  the  nearest  high 
school  which  proves  a  strong  incentive  to  more  regular  attendance 
and  to  closer  application  to  study  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  of 
these  schools. 

The  directors  of  Aston,  Haverford,  Middletown,  Ridley  Park  and 
Sharon  Hill  are  giving  serious  consideration  to  the  matter  of  mak- 
ing provision  for  more  advanced  educational  privileges  for  the  chil- 
dren of  their  districts,  the  last  two  mentioned  having  taken  definite 
steps  in  this  direction  for  next  year. 

Our  directors  generally  exercise  great  care  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  having  only  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  in  view.  Oc- 
casionally the  personal  element  enters  into  the  choice  of  teachers 
and  the  schools  usually  suffer  by  it.  We  have  experienced  a  scar- 
city of  well  trained  teachers  for  the  past  year  and  the  directors  are 
obliged  at  times  to  select  those  without  experience  who  however 
frequently  do  very  well.  The  directors  usually  see  that  the  schoo' 
buildings  are  kept  in  good  condition  and  well  supplied  with  everv 
thing  needful  to  the  propere  conduct  of  the  schools. 

With  the  hope  that  the  inter*  st  in  the  educational  welfare  of  the 
children  of  the  county  may  continue  to  increase.  I  sumbit  this,  my 
eighteenth  annual  report. 
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ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


The  school  year  ending  June  1st,  was  one  of  the  most  fruitful  in 
the  history  of  Elk  county,  for  all  factors  having  to  do  with  the  edu- 
cation of  the  child  worked  harmoniously,  the  year  was  free  from 
epidemic,  permitting  regular  attendance  and  all  tended  to  generate 
a  high  interest  which  made  the  work  very  effective. 

Compulsory  Attendance:  Each  year,  our  school  boards  see  more 
clearly  their  duty  as  regards  the  compulsory  law  and  although  there 
is  yet  room  for  improvement,  still  very  satisfactory  advance  has 
been  made  and  public  sentiment  is  growing  favorable  to  a  strict  en- 
forcement of  the  law,  for  all  can  see  that  with  regular  attendance, 
progress  is  greater. 

Teachers'  Wages:  The  directors  realize  that  higher  wages  must 
be  paid  if  they  expect  to  hold  the  best  teachers,  and  there  has  been 
a  decided  advance  in  most  districts,  and  still  at  the  opening  of  the 
school  year  many  teachers  resigned  their  positions  to  accept  more 
lucrative  places,  thus  working  a  decided  injury  to  the  schools,  for 
in  most  instances  the  vacancies  were  filled  with  inexperienced  teach- 
ers because  better  teachers  could  not  be  had  at  so  late  a  date.  The 
loss  would  have  been  greater  but  from  the  fact  that  we  have  super- 
visory men  in  nearly  all  districts,  directing  the  young  teachers,  who 
willingly  and  earnestly  carried  out  the  work  as  best  they  could. 

Local  Supervision:  The  system  of  local  supervision  in  the  town- 
ship as  well  as  in  the  borough  schools,  continues  to  grow  more  and 
more  in  favor  and  much  of  the  success  of  the  work  in  Elk  county  can 
be  attributed  to  the  interest  aroused  at  local  institutes  arranged  and 
held  by  these  supervisory  officers  and  the  county  superintendent, 
for  here  there  is  opportunity  to  direct  the  teachers  in  classified  work 
and  also  to  meet  the  parents,  with  the  result  that  a  better  public 
sentiment  is  developed.  The  superintendent  took  part  in  the  work 
of  all  such  meetings  held  during  the  year  and  was  ably  assisted  by 
the  best  educators  of  the  county  who  sacrificed  time  and  money  in 
going  from  one  district  to  another  to  help  the  cause.  Most  of  our 
teachers  are  alive  to  their  interests,  attending  all  meetings  held  in 
their  districts  as  well  as  diligently  following  out  the  reading  course 
prescribed  for  the  county.  However  there  are  a  few  who  have 
ceased  to  advance  themselves  and  lamentable  to  say  some  are  of  the 
class  who  hold  normal  diplomas  or  permanent  certificates.  Such 
teachers  are  weaker  teachers  each  successive  year. 

The  Township  High  School:  The  township  high  school  continues 
to  grow  in  favor,  each  year  seeing  larger  classes  taking  advantage 
of  the  opportunities  offered  them.  The  surrounding  schools  are 
becoming  feeders  to  the  high  school  and  one  of  the  most  gratifying 
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results  of  the  year  is  the  fad  thai  more  of  the  older  pupils  were 
found  in  the  country  school  preparing  to  lake  up  the  work  of  the 
township  high  school.  The  fact  that  the  country  children  leave 
school  before  they  have  mastered  all  the  work  of  the  school  has 
been  the  greatest  draw  back  to  the  rural  school,  and  to  remedy  I  his 
the  rudiments  of  agriculture  should  be  taught  in  our  country  schools, 
and  agriculture  should  be  made  a  high  school  subject  in  the  town- 
ship high  school. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  superintendent  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  him  held  examinations  for  the  various  classes  in  the 
different  high  schools  and  students  are  promoted  or  graduated,  using 
the  result  of  these  examinations  and  their  class  record  and  attend- 
ance for  the  year,  as  a  basis. 

Pupils  from  the  outside  schools  are  admitted  to  these  examina- 
tions and  those  found  proficient  are  placed  in  the  proper  grade  in  the 
township  high  school. 

In  nearly  every  instance  the  principal  of  the  township  high  school 
is  supervisory  principal  of  the  township  schools  and  through  classi- 
fication and  occasional  visitation  does  much  to  stimulate  an  interest 
in  the  high  school  and  to  lead  bright  country  boys  and  girls  to  take 
up  the  advanced  work. 

School  Libraries:  School  libraries  continue  to  grow  and  become 
more  numerous,  thus  giving  an  opportunity  to  students  to  acquire 
a  habit  of  research  and  study  which  goes  with  them  from  the  school 
and  continues  to  educate  all  through  life. 

Institutes:  The  county  institute  was  up  to  the  standard  and  was 
marred  by  nothing  except  the  absence  of  a  very  few  teachers  who 
had  lost  the  spirit  of  their  calling,  but  we  are  glad  to  report  that 
but  two  of  them  will  be  of  the  fold  in  the  coming  year. 

Directors'  Convention:  The  second  annual  convention  of  school 
directors  under  the  new  law,  was  held  at  Ridgway  in  March  when  a 
very  interesting  program  was  carried  out,  but  the  attendance  was 
not  what  was  desired  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  country  roads. 
Ex-State  Superintendent  D.  J.  Waller  was  present  and  delivered  a 
practical  and  most  helpful  address  in  the  evening,  adding  much  to 
the  success  of  the  meeting.  The  supervisory  principals  of  our  excel 
lent  borough  high  schools  at  Ridgway,  SI.  Marys  and  Johnsonburg. 
respectively,  Professors  W.  M.  Peirce,  J.  J.  Lynch  and  C.  B.  Gerber 
ich,  were  present  and  took  an  active  part  in  discussions  with  the 
directors  and  superintendent. 

Short  School  Terms:  Three  of  our  districts  still  hold  to  a  seven 
months  term  and  thereby  do  the  children  an  injustice,  for  the  best 
teachers  do  not  care  to  accept  of  so  short  a  term's  position  and  also 
because  it  deprives  the  children  of  one  term  of  work  in  a  space  of 


54  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

eight  year's  time,  at  an  aye  when  they  can  do  little  else  but  go  to 
school. 

Work  of  Press:  The  newspapers  of  the  county  have  ably  assisted 
us  during  the  year  by  publishing  full  reports  of  all  our  educational 
meetings  and  by  giving  the  substance  of  our  school  work  to  those 
who  never  visit  a  school  nor  attend  a  meeting,  for  all  of  which  the 
thanks  of  the  educators  of  the  county  are  offered. 

Conclusion:  In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  gratitude  to  the 
school  directors  for  their  continued  support  and  encouragement,  to 
the  supervisory  officers,  for  their  unselfish  assistance,  to  the  teachers 
for  their  consideration  and  willingness  to  co-operate  in  the  work, 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  assistance  and  sugges- 
tion, and  to  all  agencies  that  have  contributed  to  make  the  school 
year  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 


ERIE  COUNTY— Samuel  P.    Pa  vie. 


We  are  glad  again  to  report  good  solid  progress  for  the  schools 
of  Erie  county.  During  the  year  teachers  and  pupils  have  worked 
hard.  The  people  of  Erie  county,  as  ever,  have  been  wide  awake  to 
the  best  interests  of  their  public  schools. 

The  directors  have  been  energetic  and  alert  in  wTatching  all  parts 
of  the  school  work,  therefore,  I  can  report  a  good  school  year  for 
all  of  the  thirty-six  school  districts  of  Erie  county. 

Within  Erie  county  there  are  twent}r-one  townships  and  thirteen 
boroughs,  with  two  independent  school  districts,  making  the  total 
thirty-six  districts.  Of  the  twenty-one  townships  there  are  ten  that 
have  organized  high  schools;  these  are  Girard  (four  year's  course), 
Waterford  (joint  township  and  borough,  a  four  year's  course),  Mill 
Creek  (four  year's  course),  Harborcreek  (four  year's  course),  Spring- 
field (four  year's  course),  Venango  (three  year's  course),  Elk  Creek 
(three  year's  course),  Washington  (two  year's  course),  Fairview  (two 
year's  course)  and  Greenfield  (two  year's  course),  while  Amity  has 
taken  a  step  forward  and  given  its  eighth  grade  graduates  one  year 
high  school  work.  The  following  boroughs  are  also  doing  good  high 
school  work:  North  East  (four  year's  course).  Union  City  (four  year's 
course),  Waterford  (joint  borough  and  township,  four  year's  course), 
Girard  (four  year's  course),  Albion  (three  year's  course),  Edinboro 
(three  year's  course),  East  Springfield  (three  year's  course),  Watts- 
burg  (three  year's  course),  Fairview  (two  year's  course),  Mill  Village 
(two  year's  course),  Middleboro  (one  year's  course),  Platea  (one  year). 

The  work  in  these  high  schools  is  thoroughly  done.     The  courses 
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arc  of  a  high  standard.  Graduates  from  the  high  schools  that  give 
four  year's  work  are  admitted  into  any  of  the  colleges  or  univer- 
sities without  conditions.  Not  only  is  good  work  being  done  along 
the  old  lines,  but  in  order  that  the  public  school  may  supply  all  needs, 
great  interest  is  being  taken  in  special  work.  Agriculture  leads 
in  this  line  of  work.  Among  the  schools  that  have  done  work  in 
agriculture  are  Waterford,  Mill  Creek  and  Springfield. 

While  much  attention  is  paid  to  high  schools  throughout  the  coun- 
ty, yet  the  grammar  and  primary  schools  are  not  neglected.  All  the 
people  are  alive  to  the  welfare  of  that  branch  of  public  school  work, 
in  which  the  foundation  for  learning  is  laid.  It  is  in  the  grammar 
schools  that  arithmetic,  reading  and  writing  are  taught  and  learned. 
These  branches  are  the  main  elements  in  a  sound  foundation  for  an 
education,  the  real  essentials'  for  subsequent  scholarship  or  success- 
ful business  activity.  In  Erie  county  all  the  school  forces  are 
striving  to  do  the  best  work  possible,  and  be  strictly  up  to  the  times, 
yet  we  are  not  forsaking  the  old  lines  of  straight-forward,  honest 
simplicity — not  too  many  studies,  but  a  thorough  mastery  of  a  few, 
not  the  breaking  down  of  individuality,  but  the  building  up  of  char- 
acter. 

Where  new  school  buildings  have  been  needed,  they  have  been 
built.     Union  City  has  erected  a  magnificent  high  school  building. 

This  report  closes  my  first  term  as  superintendent  of  the  common 
schools  of  Erie  county.     The  work  has  been  hard  but  pleasant. 

Again  I  wish  to  thank  the  pupils,  teachers,  principals,  directors, 
people,  my  brother  superintendents,  and  the  State  Department,  all 
Mho  have  been  helpful  to  me  during  the  three  years  of  my  superin- 
tendency. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— J.  S.  Carroll. 


The  school  year  closing  June,  1905,  has  been  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
determine,  the  most  successful  the  county  has  yet  had.  The  progress 
made  is  not  due  to  any  one  particular  agency.  Harmony  and  united 
effort  on  the  part  of  teachers,  school  officials  and  patrons  have  re- 
sulted in  great  good  to  the  schools.  One  would  certainly  be  safe 
in  stating  that  with  few  exceptions  all  have  worked  hard  for  the 
success  of  the  schools,  and  educational  interest  at  the  close  of  the 
year  was  stronger  than  at  the  beginning.  The  present  school  year- 
was  scarcely  half  finished  when  in  several  districts  the  directors 
began  to  prepare  for  the  coming  year's  work.  During  the  month  of 
March  the  contracts  were  let  for  two  new  houses,  and  three  others 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  architects  at  about  the  same  time.     I 
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mention  this  because  it  is  unusual  for  directors  of  Fayette  county 
1  o  begin  the  work  of  tlie  new  year  so  long  before  the  old  year  ends. 
It  is  evidence  that  they  are  deeply  interested  in  their  part  of  the 
work.  The  conditions  seem  to  be  right  for  the  coming  year  to  sur- 
pass all  former  years  in  educational  work.  The  people  have  talked 
school  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  the  end.  We  have  had 
a  most  prosperous  year,  and  all  are  pleased  that  the  schools  have 
done  so  well,  yet  there  are  many  weak  places  and  so  many  things 
that  ought  to  be  made  better  that  one  wonders  whether  the  educa- 
tional ideas  of  that  great  man,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  ever  will  be 
realized.  Surely  educational  growth  is  slow,  yet  in  50  years  the 
public  schools  have  grown  from  the  humblest  beginnings  to  a  state 
of  efficiency  that  ought  to  fill  the  hearts  of  all  its  friends  with  great 
hope  for  its  future  work.  I  shall  endeavor  to  point  out  a  few  special 
features  which  have  at  least  contributed  something  to  the  success 
of  the  schools. 

Many  new  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  The 
eight-room  brick  building  erected  in  Uniontown  is  one  of  the  best 
ever  built  in  the  county.  New  houses  were  erected  in  the  following- 
districts:  North  Union — one  four-room  brick  house  and  one  annex 
of  two  rooms;  South  Union — remodeled  and  made  practically  new 
two  houses,  changing  a  two-room  house  to  one  of  four  rooms,  and  a 
single-room  house  to  one  of  two  rooms;  they  also  built  an  excellent 
two-room  building  that  will  likely  be  used  for  a  high  school  a  little 
later.  Dunbar  township  changed  a  two-room  brick  house  to  a  good 
four-room  building,  and  remodeled  two  other  houses.  Washington 
township  built  an  excellent  four-room  frame  house  at  Gillespie.  In 
Franklin  a  two-room  frame  house  was  built.  Georges  built  two 
single-room  frame  houses.  One  single  room  frame  house  was  built 
in  Nicholson,  one  in  Henry  Clay,  one  in  Menallen  and  one  in  Stewart. 
Fairchance  borough  erected  an  eight-room  brick  building  which  com- 
pares favorably  with  the  other  good  buildings  of  the  county.  Four 
o<"  the  foregoing  houses  have  been  fitted  up  with  modern  systems  of 
heating  and  ventilating.  If  the  educational  spirit  continues  the 
school  property  of  the  county  will  soon  be  in  excellent  condition. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was 
held  in  Uniontown,  Saturday,  October  22,  1904,  and  was  attended  by 
about  50  directors  and  about  the  same  number  of  teachers.  The 
forenoon  session  was  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  local  school  ques- 
tions by  directors  and  teachers  of  the  county.  The  afternoon  session 
was  addressed  by  the  Hon.  Thomas  C.  Miller,  State  Superintendent 
of  West  Virginia;  Dr.  Theodore  P>.  Noss,  of  the  South  Western  State 
Normal  School,  California,  Pa.;  and  Prof.  G.  W.  Greenwood,  of  Mc- 
Kendree  College,.  Lebanon,  111.  Dr.  Miller  discussed  the  importance 
of  good  school  buildings,  grounds,  etc.,  Dr.  Noss  the  professional 
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qualifications  of  the  teacher  and  the  duties  of  school  directors  and 
Prof.  Greenwood  the  importance  of  thoroughness.  The  addresses 
were  interesting  and  forceful.  It  was  a  very  interesting  and  profi- 
table meeting. 

In  all  21  teachers'  examinations  were  held  during  the  year.  Until 
recently  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  get  fair  work  done  in  examina- 
tions, but  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  but  little  disposition 
for  cheating  has  been  shown.  Provisional  certificates  were  granted 
to  olo  persons  and  185  applicants  were  rejected.  One  hundred  nine- 
teen teachers  took  examination  for  professional  certificates.  Fifty- 
seven  of  them  were  successful.  These  examinations  are  difficult  and 
only  those  who  are  well  qualified  to  do  high  grade  school  work  are 
able  to  pass  them. 

At  the  county  institute  in  December,  1904,  the  School  Improve- 
ment League  of  Fayette  County  was  organized  with  a  membership 
of  more  than  500  teachers  and  other  friends  of  the  public  schools. 
Dr.  Waitman  Barbe  of  the  West  Virginia  University  was  an  instruc- 
tor in  the  institute.  He  made  three  very  able  addresses  setting 
forth  the  purposes  of  school  improvement  league  work,  after  which 
the  organization  was  effected  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Dr. 
Barbe  is  President  of  the  West  Virginia  School  Improvement  League 
and  was  employed  to  do  this  special  work  in  Fayette  county.  The 
special  purposes  of  the  League  are  as  follows:  1.  To  improve  and 
beautify  the  school  grounds  of  Fayette  county.  2.  To  improve  and 
beautify  the  school  houses  of  Fayette  county.  3.  To  establish  and 
maintain  libraries  in  the  schools  of  Fayette  county.  Much  effective 
work  has  already  been  done.  The  interiors  of  many  school  rooms 
have  been  greatly  improved,  many  .school  yards  have  been  cleaned 
up,  trees  planted  and  school  libraries  founded.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  during  the  summer  and  fall  months  at  least  some  improve- 
ment will  be  made  in  every  school  district. 

Two  years  ago  a  course  of  study  for  the  rural  schools  of  Fayette 
county  was  prepared  by  the  county  superintendent  and  published 
by  the  Directors'  Association.  Since  its  adoption  about  150  young 
people  have  graduated  from  the  rural  schools.  It  is  now  in  success- 
ful operation  in  nearly  all  of  the  rural  schools  of  the  county.  A 
course  of  study  is  just  as  valuable  for  single  room  country  schools 
as  for  city  or  town  schools,  and  no  school  should  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue without  that  system  which  alone  can  be  acquired  through  the 
use  of  a  well  arranged  course  of  study.  It  places  system  in  the  work 
and  no  school  can  afford  to  do  without  it. 

Patrons'  Day  was  established  four  year's  ago.  and  from  the  be- 
ginning created  much  interest  in  the  work  of  the  public  schools. 
Parents  and  all  others  interested  in  the  schools  are  invited  to  spend 
at  least   one-half  day   in  the   schools  inspecting  the  work  of  the 
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teacher  and  pupils.  The  work  done  on  that  day  is  the  same  as  the 
work  done  on  any  other  school  day.  The  parent  sees  the  work  his 
child  is  doing  from  time  to  time,  and  when  the  work  is  well  done 
the  parent  is  better  satisfied  with  the  visit  than  he  would  be  if  he 
were  to  spend  the  time  in  hearing  entertainment  prepared  for  that 
occasion.     It  pays  to  have  Patrons'  Day. 

During  the  summer  vacation  the  country  never  before  had  so 
many  young  people  in  school.  Many  attended  State  normal  schools, 
others  special  summer  schools  and  still  others  in  great  numbers 
attended  local  normal  schools.  Comparatively  few  people  who  ex- 
pected to  teach  the  coming  term  remained  out  of  school.  This 
special  preparation  was  most  helpful  to  the  schools,  and  raised  the 
standard  of  teaching  materially.  At  this  writing  the  schools  are 
about  all  closed  and  the  teachers  have  already  taken  up  their  work 
in  special  schools  preparing  for  the  coming  year. 

For  years  I  have  been  working  for  the  establishing  of  township 
high  schools  and  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  year 
just  closing  two  such  schools  have  been  in  operation,  one  in  Perry 
township  and  the  other  in  North  Union  township.  Both  of  these 
schools  have  done  good  work.  We  are  sure  of  at  least  one  more  the 
coming  year.  Dunbar  township  has  let  the  contract  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  four-room  high  school  building  at  Leisenring.  Other  dis- 
tricts will  follow.  For  a  time  I  feared  that  my  term  of  office  would 
expire  before  the  first  high  school  would  be  established,  so  you  see 
I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  Fayette  county  has 
done  better  in  this  matter  than  we  had  expected. 

All  sorts  of  educational  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year, 
and  many  of  them  too.  During  the  month  of  August,  1904,  teach- 
ers' meetings  were  held  in  many  places  in  the  county.  They  were 
well  attended  by  teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  others.  At  these 
meetings  were  discussed  many  questions  relating  to  the  opening 
of  the  school  term  and  the  successful  management  of  school  work. 
Teachers'  meetings  were  established  three  years  ago  and  have  proven 
themselves  to  be  most  helpful.  The  last  one  was  held  in  the  court 
house  at  Uniontown.  The  teachers  and  the  superintendent  used  the 
time  in  the  forenoon.  The  meeting  in  the  afternoon  was  addressed 
by  the  following  gentlemen:  Dr.  Charles  H.  Albert,  of  the  Blooms- 
burg  State  Normal  School;  Dr.  Theodore  B.  Noss,  of  the  South  West- 
ern State  Normal  School,  and  Dr.  J.  N.  Deahl,  of  the  West  Virginia 
University.  This  was  one  of  the  best  meetings  held  during  the  year. 
Three  new  buildings  were  dedicated  during  the  year,  one  in  Wash- 
ington township,  one  in  North  Union  township  and  one  in  Union- 
town.  At  these  meetings  hundreds  of  people  listened  to  good  music 
and  able  addresses  by  the  strongest  people  of  the  county.  So  many 
local  institutes  were  held  during  the  winter  that  it  was  a  difficult 
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matter  to  keep  track  of  them.  As  many  as  five  or  six  have  been 
held  on  the  same  day.  They  were  well  attended  and  ably  conducted. 
The  comity  institute  was  certainly  the  best  one  held  during  my  term 
of  office.  The  instructors  were  the  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State 
Superintendent,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Waitman  Barbe,  of  the  West 
Virginia  University;  Dr.  Charles  C.  Ellis,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Dr. 
P.  M.  Pearson,  of  Swarthmore  College,  Swarthmore,  Pa.  The  music 
was  all  that  could  be  wished  for.  The  Commandery  Quartet,  of 
Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  was  with  us  all  week.  Their  work  was  a  special 
feature  of  the  institute*.  Dr.  Houck  was  at  his  best  all  week.  He 
certainly  has  more  friends  in  Fayette  county  to-day  than  ever  be- 
fore. Drs.  Ellis,  Pearson  and  Barbe  did  as  good  work  as  was  ever 
done  before  a  Fayette  county  teachers'  institute. 

Believing  the  church  and  the  school  to  have  much  work  in  com- 
mon, and  being  anxious  to  bring  them  more  closely  together  I  in- 
vited the  ministers  throughout  the  county  to  assemble  their  people 
in  their  respective  places  of  worship  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Jan- 
uary, 1905,  and  to  deliver  to  them  an  educational  address  or  sermon 
admonishing  the  people  to  educate  their  children  and  to  discourse 
upon  such  other  school  questions  as  would  be  suited  to  the  occasion. 
The  ministers  responded  to  the  call  and  the  movement  was  most 
successful. 

In  February,  1904,  the  Fayette  School  Journal  was  established. 
It  is  an  eight  page  monthly,  devoted  chiefly  to  the  educational  work 
of  the  county.  It  pays  its  own  way  and  has  certainly  contributed 
its  share  toward  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 

This  is  my  last  report.  I  have  tried  to  do  my  work  well.  I  was 
not  a  candidate  for  re-election,  yet  I  am  sorry  to  leave  the  work. 
My  successor,  Prof.  C.  G.  Lewellyn,  of  Brownsville,  is  a  gentleman 
worthy  of  the  position,  and  will  doubtless  receive  the  earnest  sup- 
port of  all  the  school  people  of  the  county.  May  he  be  able  to  do 
more  for  the  schools  of  the  county  than  his  predecessor  has  been 
able  to  do. 

Once  again  I  want  to  thank  the  department  for  the  many  kind- 
nesses shown  me,  and  for  the  great  help  which  I  have  received  from 
its  efficient  gentlemen.  And  I  want  to  thank  the  teachers,  the  di- 
rectors and  all  others  who  have  helped  me  with  my  work.  The  pub- 
lic press  has  been  ever  mindful  of  the  interests  of  the  schools  of  the 
county  and  I  want  to  thank  them  also  for  their  good  work.  With 
this  I  close,  hoping  that  the  schools  of  Fayette  county  may  continue 
to  grow  in  strength  and  usefulness  until  they  rank  with  the  very 
best  schools  of  the  State  and  the  Nation. 
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FOREST  COUNTY— E.  E.  Stitzinger. 


In  submitting  this,  my  ninth  and  last  annual  report  of  the  schools 
of  Forest  county,  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  that,  as  usual, 
the  school  work  prospered  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  we  labored  under  some  unavoidable  difficulties. 
The  natural  conditions  of  the  county  are  such  that  we  have  always 
been  compelled  to  depend,  to  a  large  extent,  upon  teachers  from  the 
surrounding  counties;  and  up  until  this  year  we  were  paying  a  lar- 
ger average  salary,  and  had  longer  average  term  of  school  than 
most  of  the  surrounding  counties;  consequently,  many  of  the  best 
teachers  from  our  neighboring  counties  sought  positions  here  and 
were  engaged  in  teaching  in  our  schools.  This  year,  on  account  of 
the  minimum  salary  law,  these  conditions  were  largely  changed. 
Teachers  from  surrounding  counties  could  earn  as  large  salary  at 
home  as  they  could  here;  as  a  result  many  of  the  experienced 
teachers,  who  formerly  had  been  among  our  number  accepted  posi- 
tions in  their  home  counties,  and  we  were  compelled  to  fill  up  our 
ranks  with  inexperienced  teachers  from  this  and  other  counties;  this 
reduced  the  number  of  teachers  who  held  high  grade  certificates, 
and  proportionately  increased  the  number  who  held  certificates  of 
the  lower  grades.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  thirty-one  teach- 
ers of  the  one  hundred  and  one  who  taught  in  the  county  were 
normal  graduates;  one  college  graduate;  three  held  permanent  cer- 
tificates and  two  held  professional  certificates.  The  remainder,  or 
sixty-four,  held  provisionals.  This  is  the  largest  number  of  teachers 
who  taught  on  the  lowest  grade  of  certificates  in  the  county  in  any 
one  of  the  nine  years  in  which  I  have  supervised  the  work  of  the 
schools  here.  A  great  deal  of  difficulty  was  also  found  in  securing 
enough  teachers  to  supply  our  schools,  which,  I  think,  was  attribu- 
table to  the  same  cause. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  one  schools  in  operation  during  the 
school  year — the  largest  number  for  the  entire  term,  of  any  year  in 
the  history  of  the  county. 

As  usual,  all  the  schools  were  visited  by  the  superintendent,  and 
such  aid  rendered  to  those  in  charge  as  was  necessary  and  practi- 
cable. 

The  township  high  school  at  Marienville  graduated  five  pupils  at 
the  close  of  the  school  term,  and  the  borough  high  school  at  Tio- 
nesta  graduated  ten  pupils.  Both  schools  were  closed  with  appro- 
priate commencement  exercises. 

During  the  year,  while  school  was  in  progress,  one  of  the  school 
houses  in  Kingsley  township  was  burned  together  with  all  the  books 
and  supplies  which  it  contained.     This  did  not  retard  the  school 
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very  Long,  as  a  new  house  was  quickly  built,  and  the  school  proceeded 
as  before.  An  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  in  a  pari  of  the  same  town- 
ship, closed  some  of  the  schools  for  a  time,  but  the  epidemic  was 
finally  gotten  under  control  and  the  school  term  completed. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion of  Forest  County  was  held  in  the  court  house,  at  Tionesta,  on 
June  17th.  The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Al- 
baugh,  addressee  were  made  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Morrison,  Mr.  M.  A.  Car- 
ringer,  Supt.  E.  E.  Stitzinger  and  others.  A  paper  was  read  by  Miss 
Bertha  Thompson,  and  Miss  Nellie  Carson  recited  a  poem.  The 
meeting  was  an  interesting  one  as  well  as  beneficial;  but  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  so  few  directors  and  citizens  take  interest  in  .such 
meetings — meetings  where  school  problems  are  discussed. 

Avery  successful  annual  teacher's  institute  was  held  in  the  court 
house,  at  Tionesta,  October  24-28.  Ninety-five  teachers  were  in 
attendance.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  A.  J.  Kinneman,  of  Danville, 
Ind.,  and  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  of  the  Slippery  Rock  Normal  School. 
The  music  was  conducted  by  Prof.  A.  J.  Mooney,  of  Ridgway,  Pa. 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht  and  Prof.  W.  Y.  Welch,  of  the  Clarion  State 
Normal  School  were  present,  and  each  ably  addressed  the  institute. 
The  lecture  course  attractions  were  as  follows:  Monday  evening,  Dr. 
Kinneman  gave  an  educational  lecture,  subject,  "Ignoramus;"  Tues- 
day evening,  Prof.  Karl  Germain  gave  an  entertainment  in  magic; 
Wednesday  evening,  Dr.  Murphy  lectured  on  "That  Boy;"  and  on 
Thursday  evening,  the  Dunbar  Male  Quartette  and  Bell  Ringers  gave 
a  musical  entertainment. 

The  crowning  event  of  the  year — the  one  which  produced  the  most ' 
intense  interest  in  the  educational  circles  of  this  county,  and  the 
one  which  stands  unique  as  being  perhaps  the  first  stimulus  of  its 
kind  ever  given  to  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  of  this  common- 
wealth, was  that  promoted  by  a  generous  citizen  of  this  county,  and 
one  who  is  thoroughly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  our  public  schools, 
when  he  offered  to  the  pupils  in  the  schools  of  this  county,  twelve 
free  scholarships  for  attendance  in  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School 
for  the  spring  term  of  1905.  These  scholarships  were  based  on  com- 
petitive examinations,  and  were  limited  to  the  pupils  who  were  in 
regular  attendance  in  the  schools  during  the  school  term  of  1904-5. 
The  examinations  were  held  on  March  11th  by  Dr.  J.  George  Becht, 
Principal  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School,  and  Supt.  E.  E.  Stit- 
zinger. Sixty-five  pupils  entered  the  contest,  and  the  prizes  were 
awarded  to  the  following  pupils:  Howard  Zuendell,  Starr;  Grace 
McCrea  and  Evelyn  Grove,  Tionesta;  Edna  Zuendall.  Newtown  Mills; 
Josephine  Murphy  and  Chas.  Kendall,  Marienville;  Ethel  Douglass. 
Endeavor;  Evadna  Hunter,  Nebraska;  Gertrude  Black,  Pigeon;  Olive 
Childs,  Tionesta;  John  Baxter,  Gilfoyle;  and  Harry  Coon,  Clarington. 
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The  donor  was  so  highly  pleased  with  results  of  his  gift  that  he 
has  already  completed  arrangements  for  a  similar  offer  for  the 
school  year  of  1905-6,  and  says  that  if  the  pupils  will  show  an  in- 
creased interest  in  their  school  work  as  a  result  of  what  he  has 
done  for  them,  he  will  extend  his  offer  for  a  number  of  years. 

I  sincerely  regret  that  I  am  not  permitted  to  disclose  the  name  of 
our  magnanimous  benefactor,  and  friend  of  the  public  schools  as 
well  as  of  the  deserving  boys  and  girls  in  them,  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  nothing  before  has  ever  so  aroused  an  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  schools  of  this  county,  as  has  this  most  magnificent  benefaction. 
It  is  rare,  indeed,  that  public  school  pupils  in  their  public  capacity 
are  the  recipients  of  private  philanthropy,  and  I  am  sure  that  men 
of  means  in  other  counties  could  not  do  more  to  create  a  wide- 
spread interest  in  their  schools,  than  by  following  the  example  set 
by  our  most  generous  friend,  in  giving  worthy  boys  and  girls  oppor- 
tunities that  might  otherwise  be  denied  them.  I  desire  to  take 
this  means  of  publicly  expressing  my  sincere  thanks  to  him  who 
so  clearly  demonstrated  himself  the  true  friend  of  the  public  schools 
by  coming  forward  with  such  substantial  aid  in  an  hour  of  need;  and 
may  he  see  abundant  fruitage  from  his  unparalleled  enterprise,  in  an 
awakened  interest  in  the  schools,  and  in  a  higher  standard  of  schol- 
ship  and  efficiency  among  the  young  people  of  this  county. 

The  school  directors  met  in  their  triennial  convention  to  elect  a 
superintendent  for  the  three  years  beginning  June  1st,  1905,  in  the 
court  house,  at  Tionesta,  Tuesday  May  2d,  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  Miss 
Ida  Paup  and  Mr.  D.  W.  Morrison,  of  Tionesta,  and  Mr.  Fred  E. 
Sleight,  of  Marienville,  were  candidates  for  the  position.  On  the 
first  ballot  Mr.  Morrison  received  twenty-eight  votes  and  was  de- 
clared elected.  I  sincerely  wish  unbounded  success  to  my  successor. 
Trust  he  may  experience  all  the  pleasant  features  that  have  made 
my  work  for  the  past  nine  years  enjoyable,  and  be  entirely  free 
from  those  unpleasant  experiences  which  had  a  tendency  to  make 
my  work  a  burden. 

In  this,  my  last  report,  I  wish  to  most  heartily  thank  every  one 
who  in  any  way  gave  assistance  in  the  performance  of  the  duties, 
which  by  virtue  of  my  official  capacity,  devolved  upon  me,  and 
which  I  have  earnestly  and  conscientiously  endeavored  to  perform. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— L.  F.  Benchoff. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  this 
office  for  the  year  ending  1905. 
The  schools  of  Franklin  county  have  progressed  favorably  during 
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the  past  year,  notwithstanding  the  severe  winter,  bad  roads  and 
epidemics  thai  prevailed  in  several  localities. 

Bach  school  year  should  close  as  an  improvement  over  the  work 
of  the  last.  It  lias  boon  our  aim  to  obtain  greater  efficiency  in  all 
lines  of  practical  education  and  in  this  respect  we  feel  encouraged 
over  the  results  of  our  year's  work.  Franklin  county  lies  directly 
in  the  path  of  the  onward  march  of  United  States  history.  Her 
hills  and  valleys  have  been  the  scenes  of  many  stirring  events  and 
her  record  is  given  due  accord  in  the  history  of  this  great  State. 
Located  in  the  region  naturally  rich,  her  people  are  possessed  with 
more  than  the  average  culture  and  many  of  the  luxuries  and  com- 
forts of  life.  Her  spirit  is  progressive  with  a  caution  born  of  com 
mon  sense  and  experience  and  thus,  I  believe,  she  has  a  foundation 
upon  which  will  be  based  a  generous  prosperity  for  years  to  come. 

Asa  whole  the  teaching  force  of  the  county  is  well  trained,  spir- 
ited and  enthusiastic.  We  are  getting  a  better  quality  of  men  and 
women  interested  in  the  active  work  of  the  schools,  largely  because 
of  the  better  pay  and  rising  dignity  of  the  profession  of  teaching. 
We  hope  the  day  v\  ill  soon  come  when  the  profession  of  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  will  be  given  its  proper  rank  in  the  line.  It  is 
perhaps  truer  than  we  can  think  that  the  public  schools  do  more  for 
the  majority  of  boys  and  girls  than  the  homes.  And  we  are  inclined 
to  believe  that  President  Roosevelt,  in  advocating  an  increasing 
population  of  good  American  citizens,  means  an  increase  in  good, 
native,  effective  stock — a  stock  with  blood  and  bone  that  will  pre- 
serve and  perpetuate  a  civilization  that  has  no  use  for  anything 
but  the  best. 

I  examined  two  hundred  applicants  for  certificates.  Of  this  num- 
ber seventeen  received  professional  certificates;  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  received  provisional  certificates;  seven  added  additional 
branches  and  thirty  failed  to  pass.  The  tests  were  searching  and 
I  granted  a  license  to  teach  only  to  those  whom  I  thought  compe- 
tent. With  a  few  exceptions  the  younger  teachers  are  attending 
summer  or  normal  schools  during  the  vacation  months  to  qualify 
themselves  to  do  better  work.  There  are  eight  of  these  summer 
schools  in  the  county  at  present  with  an  attendance  ranging  from 
fifteen  to  sixty  students.  We  are  also  favored  with  the  Cumber- 
land Valley  State  Normal  school  almost  on  the  county  line.  Quite 
a  number  of  our  teachers  are  in  training  there.  The  school  directors 
met  in  the  second  annual  convention  in  the  court  house  at  Cham- 
bersburg  on  October  19,  lf)04.  The  presiding  officer,  Mr.  S.  J.  Haw- 
becker,  delivered  the  opening  address.  He  was  followed  by  Dr. 
X.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Messrs.  Geo.  Bollinger.  D.  M. 
Oinwake,  J.  H.  Stoner,  I.  James  Schaff.  C.  J.  Rumler,  Geo.  W. 
Atherton,  Esq.,  and  other  members  of  the  convention.     The  sub 
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jects  discussed  were  practical  and  called  forth  much  earnest  dis- 
cussion.  The  attendance  was  not  very  good;  about  one  half  of  the 
members  were  present.  The  school  board  is  the  power  back  of  the 
throne  and  not  until  it  is  awakened  to  a  sense  of  duty  and  activity 
can  we  expect  the  best  results  from  the  school  room;  hence  the 
importance  of  attending  all  educational  meetings. 

This  was  the  semi-centennial  year  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  in 
Franklin  county.  Therefore  a  special  effort  was  made  to  celebrate 
the  event  with  appropriate  exercises.  Tuesday,  November  15,  was 
set  apart  for  this,  at  which  time  the  following  topics  were  dis- 
cussed: Institutes,  School  and  School-masters,  Hon.  M.  A.  Foltz; 
How  are  the  Schools  to  be  Advanced,  Judge  John  Stewart;  Human 
Development,  Prof.  Chas.  Albert;  Recollections  of  Schools  of  Fifty 
Years  Ago,  Henry  Omwake;  The  Growth  and  Development  of  the 
County  Institute  in  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels;  Higher  Edu- 
cation in  Franklin  county,  Hon.  W.  Hush  Gillan;  The  Public  Schools 
of  Chambersburg,  Prof.  W.  H.  Hockenberry.  All  of  these  addresses 
were  scholarly,  pleasing  and  replete  with  interesting  thoughts  and 
facts.  The  past  fifty  years  have  wrought  many  great  and  important 
changes  in  society  and  state.  No  single  half  century  in  the  annals 
of  the  world  shows  so  wonderful  progress  along  educational  lines. 
The  semi-centennial  exercises  afforded  a  pleasant  experience  to  many 
in  bringing  reflections  of  the  past  fifty  years.  To  the  younger  gen- 
eration it  gave  opportunity  to  rejoice  in  a  rich  heritage  and  to  guard 
plans  on  the  experience  of  their  fathers  for  a  greater  future.  With 
all  due  regard  to  all  former  meetings,  .the  county  institute  was  in 
every  respect  one  of  the  most  successful  ever  held  here.  Everything 
went  off  nicely,  music  and  addresses.  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Prof.  C.  H. 
Albert,  Dr.  Frank  B.  McMurry,  Prof.  W.  W.  Deatrich  and  Dr.  Amy 
Tanner  were  the  day  instructors.  The  evening  entertainments  were 
as  follows:  Rev.  Stanly  Krebs,  Mysteries  and  Marvels  of  the  Mind: 
Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  Greatest  American;  The 
Roney  Boys,  and  The  Parker  Concert  Company.  Eight  local  in- 
stitutes were  held  during  the  winter  months.  These  institutes  were 
arranged  for  by  committees  appointed  by  myself.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended  and  doubtless  aided  much  in  creating  a  health- 
ful public  school  sentiment.  I  appreciate  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  committees  in  making  the  local  institutes  a  success — an  event 
eagerly  awaited  in  each  community. 

The  examinations  for  graduation  from  the  public  schools  were 
held  on  March  19th.  The  questions  were  uniform  throughout  the 
county.  The  class  consisted  of  ninety-two  pupils;  seventy-six  of 
these  passed  and  received  diplomas. 

We  have  two  county  high  schools,  one  at  Quincy  and  one  at  Fan- 
nettsburg.    They  are  both  prospering  and  are  here  to  stay,  I  think. 
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I  attended  the  graduating  at  Fannettsburg  where  Misses  Maud  L. 
Kue  Kegerreis,  Eunice  Lauretta  Park,  and  Master  A.  \Y.  Cowan  were 
graduated.  The  people  are  all  well  pleased  with  their  high  school 
as  well  as  with  their  efficient  principal,  Prof.  J.  R.  Ruhl.  I  have 
visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  once,  in  some  cases  twice.  I 
have  been  received  cordially  in  all  my  visits  by  teacher,  pupil  and 
patron,  for  which  I  wish  to  express  my  hearthy  thanks.  Believing 
in  a  duty  honestly  and  honorabl}'  performed,  I  have  tried  to  give 
help  where  I  saw  the  need,  with  frankness  aud  justice  to  all.  1 
have  great  faith  in  the  public  schools  which  is  exceeded  only  by 
my  hopes  for  them.  Just  at  present  it  would  seem  that  we  are 
passing  through  the  period  of  trial  and  discovery.  We  are  not  by 
any  means  sure  of  all  of  our  methods — in  fact  we  are  just  on  the 
verge  of  revolutionizing  some  of  them.  It  is  conceded  that  every 
boy  and  girl  sho,uld  pursue  the  present  methods  in  so  far  as  they 
give  a  knowledge  of  the  elements  and  ability  to  claim  acquaintance 
with  good  English.  But  what  then?  Is  it  not  right  that  our  boys 
should  kuow  something  of  the  subjects  of  agriculture  and  trade  if 
we  expect  our  future  farmer  and  mechanic  to  keep  the  pace?  That 
our  girls  should  know  something  of  domestic  science,  unless  we 
wish  women's  clubs  instead  of  good  house-keepers?  That  all  should 
know  more  about  the  great  practical  questions  that  will  vitally  con- 
cern them,  the  laws  of  life,  sex,  hygienic  conditions,  etc.  The  prac- 
tical education  is  the  education  of  the  future.  A  student  of  Helm- 
holtz  relates  that  he  attended  a  lecture  where  he  expected  to  hear 
an  explanation  of  the  dynanio,  after  making  some  theoretical  obser- 
vations. Helmholtz  merely  said,  "Acting  on  these  principles  people 
have  constructed  some  very  ingenious  machines  called  dynamos  for 
engineering  purposes."  .That  was  all  Helmholtz  would  deign  to  say 
about  the  dynamo. 

This  is  the  third  year  of  my  term  as  superintendent  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Franklin  county.  The  experience  has  been  a  pleasant 
one  for  me  in  many  ways.  If  I  have  deserved  credit  in  .any  way  for 
my  services,  I  hope  it  may  be  said  that  1  used  my  time  and  energies 
with  an  aim  to  make  the  schools  of  this  historic  county  a  credit  to 
every  human  being  within  her  limits  and  an  honor  to  the  State.  I 
close  the  term  with  many  pleasant  recollections.  The  people,  through 
their  expressions,  have  seen  fit  to  honor  me  for  another  term,  which 
act  I  deeply  appreciate.  I  shall  go  ahead,  enthusiastic  for  greater 
successes  during  the  next  three  years.  I  ask  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  all  concerned,  trusting  that  we  may  have  a  very  prosperous  term. 

Personally  I  am  grateful  to  all  who  have  given  aid  to  me  in  my 
work,  whatever  form  or  snap:  it  has  taken,  to  the  Department  of 
State,  press  and  individual  services. 

5—5—1905 
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Knowledge  is  the  best  among  all  things,  for  it  can  neither  be  lost, 
nor  sold,  nor  destroyed'. 


FULTON  COUNTY— Charles  Barton. 


School  sentiment  has  increased  and  the  standard  of  work  ad- 
vanced since  our  last  report. 

"With  the  increased  salaries  to  teachers  has  come  increased  inter- 
est in  the  selection  of  teachers  and  in  the  general  welfare  of  the 
schools.  Patrons  and  directors  have,  in  most  cases,  placed  a  proper 
interprepanon  on  the  new  salary  law  and  have  striven  for  propor- 
tionately increased  results  in  the  schools. 

Our  standard  for  provisional  certificates  was  materially  raised 
and  we  made  the  minimum  age  limit  for  teachers  eighteen.  We 
ran  somewhat  short  of  material  and  it  became  necessary  to  license 
a  few  only  seventeen  years  of  age  in  order  that  our  schools  might 
be  filled.  We  prefer  in  all  such  cases  to  make  concessions  on  the 
matter  of  age  rather  than  on  scholarship.  In  these  advances  in  the 
standard  of  qualifications  we  had  the  hearty  support  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  county. 

During  no  previous  year  of  my  term  have  the  schools  been  so 
well  visited  by  directors  and  patrons  nor  has  the  percentage  of  at- 
tendance by  pupils  in  any  previous  year  been  so  high.  But  not- 
withstanding this  increased  sentiment  we  were  sorry  to  find  a 
goodly  number  of  boys  and  girls — a  part  of  whom  came  under  the 
requirements  of  the  compulsory  law — not  in  attendance  at  anj 
school  during  the  year. 

The  county  institute  held  during  the  week  of  December  5th  was 
more  largely  attended  and  elicited  more  favorable  comments  than 
any  previous  institute.  The  instructors  were  not  only  entertaining 
but  instructive  and  stimulating  in  the  sense  which  makes  their  work 
lasting  and  uplifting  to  the  schools  of  the  county. 

The  annual  directors'  convention  was  a  success.  A  large  percent- 
age of  the  directors  attended  and  took  part  in  the  discussions. 

Xo  stronger  agency  for  good  has  come  to  our  teachers  than  the 
adoption  of  a  teachers'  reading  course  at  our  institute  three  years 
ago,  and  at  each  subsequent  meeting.  Those  worthy  the  name  of 
teachers  have  read  the  courses  and  have  gotten  therefrom  inspira 
tion  and  instruction  that  have  been  productive  of  much  good  to 
the  schools. 

Most  of  the  teachers  took  an  active  interest  in  the  local  institute 
work.  There  is  no  better  evidence  of  a  wide-awake  corps  of  teachers 
than  the  energy  they  put  into  such  work,  nor  is  there  any  one  factor 
that  does  so  much  for  the  schools. 
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No  class  was  graduated  this  year  from  the  McConnellsburg  high 
school  owing  to  a  change  in  the  course  of  study.  The  Wells  town 
ship  high  school  was  permitted  to  pass  a  very  successful  year  with- 
out interruption  or  opposition.  The  work  was  of  especially  high 
character.  Five  were  graduated  in  the  three  years'  course  of  study. 
Twenty-two  pupils  in  the  rural  schools  passed  the  spring  examina- 
tions and  received  diplomas. 

Only  one  new  school  house  was  built  during  the  year.  Licking 
Creek  erected  a  fine  building  at  Saluvia.  Brush  Creek  put  *a  com- 
plete set  of  geographical  specimens  from  the  Philadelphia  Museum 
into  the  advanced  room  at  Akersville.  The  very  best  of  material 
and  workmanship  were  used  in  fitting  up  the  cases  for  the  exhibit, 
and  the  district  can  now  well  boast  of  the  most  attractive  school 
room  in  the  county.  The  Wells  township  high  school  also  secured 
a  set  of  these'  specimens,  but  cases  have  not  yet  been  provided  for 
The  same. 

Our  rural  school  houses  are  practically  all  supplied  with  modern 
furniture  and  all  but  ten  have  slate  boards.  In  the  care  of  stoves, 
general  conditions  of  cleanliness,  wall  decorations,  window  shades, 
etc.,  we  found  room  for  improvement  and  in  some  instances  there 
was  urgent  need  for  it.  On  my  visits  I  paid  special  attention  to  the 
aesthetic  and  hygienic  needs  of  each  school  room  and  sought  to 
improve  them  where  possible. 

During  this,  my  first  term,  I  feel  that  I  have  had  the  cheerful 
support  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  all 
in  sympathy  with  school  work,  for  which  I  am  under  many  obliga- 
tions. 


GREENE  COUNTY— John  C.  Stewart. 


In  performing  the  last  official  duty  of  the  school  year  we  are  glad 
to  be  able  to  record  some  things  that  are  encouraging  and  indicative 
of  permanent  advancement  in  the  school  work  of  the  county.  While 
we  did  not  accomplish  all  that  we  desired  yet  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  for  better  educational  advantages  is  gradually  growing  and 
with  the  earnest  support  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  which  we 
have  had  and  which  is  worthy  of  mention  in  this  report,  will  event- 
ually bring  about  the  desired  result.  There  seemed  to  be  more 
harmony  among  the  teachers,  patrons  and  pupils  than  during  any 
year  of  my  supervision.  It  is  the  united  effort  of  both  parent  and 
teacher  that  brings  forth  the  best  results  and  the  earnest,  faithful 
and  efficient  teacher  has  very  little  trouble  to  secure  the  sympathy 
and  co-operation  of  the  patrons  of  our  schools. 
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The  teacher  who  confines  his  work  strictly  to  the  school  room, 
who  refuses  to  participate  in  educational  meetings  and  social  gath- 
erings, held  for  the  betterment  of  the  community  does  not  measure 
up  to  the  standard  of  a  progressive  teacher.  We  have  a  few  of  these 
"school  keepers"  in  our  county,  but  while  this  is  true  we  are  glad 
to  report  that  a  large  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  are  energetic,  earnest, 
faithful  and  efficient  workers,  worthy  of  the  name  "teacher." 

More  interest  was  manifested  in  local  institutes  this  year  than 
usual,  sixty  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county;  they  were 
well  attended  and  the  active  part  taken  by  the  directors  and  patrons 
was  a  very  pleasing  feature  of  this  work.  Besides  these  local  in- 
stitutes, the  teachers  and  directors  held  their  monthly  meetings 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  questions  pertaining  to  school  man- 
agement.    These  meetings  have  been  productive  of  much  good. 

The  annual  session  of  the  couuty  institute  was  pronounced  a  sue 
cess  in  every  way,  the  attendance  was  good  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested by  teachers  excellent.  The  instruction  was  of  the  highest 
order  and  could  not  fail  to  be  of  much  profit  to  all  who  heard  it.  The 
evening  lecturers  and  concerts  wTere  instructive  and  entertaining. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  Henry  G.  Pattengill,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hully  and 
Prof.  Edwin  Lee.  Prof.  0.  H.  Yetter  had  charge  of  the  music,  Miss 
Mary  Albert  and  Miss  Edna  White,  "the  child  cornetist,"  pleased 
every  one  with  their  fine  solos. 

The  lecturers  were  Walter  M.  Chandler,  Dr.  Driver,  Elbert  Hub- 
bard, S.  W.  Gillan  and  the  Hawthorn  Concert  Company. 

The  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the 
court  house,  Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  Thursday,  September 
13th,  190L  Eighty-one  directors  were  present,  every  district  but 
two  being  represented.  These  meetings  are  gradually  growing  in 
interest  and  we  hope  to  have  at  least  one  hundred  directors  present 
next  year.  A  uniform  course  of  study  was  adopted  by  the  or- 
ganization and  in  my  judgment  this  is  one  of  the  greatest  marks  of 
advancement  that  has  been  made  this  year.  The  discussions  were 
vigorous  and  profitable.  In  the  afternoon  the  convention  listened 
to  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  address  by  Samuel  Hamilton, 
superintendent  of  Allegheny  county. 

It  is  the  will  of  the  convention  to  hold  our  next  meeting  in  An 
gust  and  invite  the  teachers  to  be  present. 

The  buildings  throughout  the  county  are  generally  in  good  con- 
dition. Nine  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  They  are 
all  neat  substantial  buildings,  reflecting  thought  fulness  and  good 
judgment  on  the  part  of  the  directors.  Two  of  these  buildings  are 
worthy  of  special  attention.  Greensboro  erected  a  beautiful  stone 
structure  containing  four  recitation  rooms,  director's  room  and 
basement.    It  lias  a  beautiful  location  and  a  large  play  ground. 
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Rices  Landing  erected  a  large  frame  building  with  four  school 
rooms  and  a  large  assembly  ball.  It  is  heated  with  steam,  well  ventil- 
ated and  supplied  with  new  furniture.  Each  of  these  buildings  is 
an  ornament  to  their  town  and  speaks  well  for  the  educational 
sentiment. 

In  closing  this  report  we  wish  to  render  our  sincere  thanks  to 
teachers  and  directors  for  their  hearty  support  and  co-operation, 
to  the  press  of  the  county  for  a  wholesome  educational  influence, 
and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  courteous  treat- 
ment. I  also  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  school  directors 
for  the  confidence  shown  in  re-electing  me  for  another  term.  If  an 
earnest  desire  to  be  useful  in  this  great  cause  and  faithful  per- 
formances of  duties  avail,  they  shall  have  no  reason  to  regret  their 
action. 


IirXTIXGDON  COUNTY— James  G.  Dell. 


Though  our  schools  are  far  below  our  ideal,  and  they  have  not 
attained  the  degree  of  our  expectation,  yet  it  is  with  considerable 
pride  and  satisfaction  that  this  report  is  written.  That  we  have 
made  marked  progress  is  beyond  a  doubt.  In  almost  every  quarter 
of  the  county  interest  and  enthusiasm  have  been  accelerated,  and  it 
is  believed  that  never  before  was  there  a  better  educational  spirit  in 
this  county  than  is  everywhere  manifested  at  present. 

During  the  year,  many  of  our  houses  have  been  repaired  and 
painted.  The  teachers  and  pupils  have  labored  earnestly  to  beautify 
the  rooms,  and  to-day  we  believe  we  have  some  of  the  prettiest 
school  rooms  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Many  rooms  have  been  pa- 
pered or  calcimined,  valuable  pictures  have  been  placed  on  the 
walls,  and  windows  have  been  shaded  and  curtained.  This  home- 
like condition  of  rooms  has  aided  in  giving  us  a  higher  percentage 
of  attendance  than  we  have  ever  had  before. 

Beginning  on  the  second  day  of  June,  we  conducted  thirty-three 
regular  examinations,  at  which  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  appli 
cants  were  examined.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  of  these  re- 
ceived provisional  certificates.  The  standard  of  qualification  was 
raised  considerably  and  teachers  were  required  to  do.  more  pro- 
fessional reading.  The  standard  will  be  higher  still  next  year.  Ex- 
perience has  taught  us  that  the  average  teachers  will  not  go  above 
the  standard  required  by  the  superintendent.  For  this  reason  we 
are  raising  somewhat  every  year. 

Thirty  local  institutes  were  held  in  our  forty-four  districts  during 
the  school  term.  Great  enthusiasm  was  manifested  in  this  work 
throughout  the  county.  Patrons  crowded  the  buildings  in  which 
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these  meetings  were  conducted,  all  seeming  eager  to  learn  more  of 
the  "educational  gospel."  The  teachers  of  the  county  deserve  much 
credit  for  the  work  they  are  doing  along  this  line.  Seven  of  the 
districts  had  lectures  for  the  evening  session.  Notable  among  the 
workers  are  Profs.  Beck  and  Ricker,  of  the  Huntingdon  schools. 

The  county  institute  was  pronounced  by  all  the  high  water  mark 
for  the  county.  The  attendance  was  very  good  and  the  instruction 
was  of  the  best.  Our  citizens  attended  the  sessions  so  largely  that 
hundreds  were  unable  to  gain  entrance.  The  instructors  were  Hon. 
H.  R.  Pattengill,  of  Lansing,  Mich.;  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  of  Harris- 
burg;  Ruric  N.  Roark,  Ph.  D.,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  Profs.  W.  J. 
Swigart  and  J.  A.  Myers,  of  Juniata  college,  all  of  whom  did  most 
excellent  work.  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  of  Belleville,  Pa.,  conducted  the 
music.  So  impressive  was  the  instruction  given  by  these  gentlemen 
that  their  lectures  became  the  foundation  of  many  discussions  at 
the  local  institutes.  In  this  way  many  good  points  were  made  that 
would,  probably,  otherwise  have  been  overlooked,  especially  by 
young  teachers.  The  central  character  of  the  institute,  however, 
was  Dr.  Houck.  For  Wednesday  afternoon  we  assigned  him  the 
topic  "My  trip  to  the  Holy  Land."  This  was  shown  by  the  printed 
program,  and  so  eager  were  the  citizens  of  Huntingdon  to  hear 
him,  that  before  one  o'clock  the  house  was  literally  packed.  Bus 
iness  men  practically  suspended  business  for  this  session.  Valuable 
assistance  was  rendered  the  superintendent  by  ex-Superintendent  S. 
G.  Rudy,  Supt.  Barclay,  and  Profs.  Beck  and  Irvin,  of  Huntingdon 
and  Rockhill,  respectively.  I  am  very  thankful  to  these  gentlemen 
and  all  others  Avho  assisted  in  making  the  institute  a  decided  suc- 
cess. 

In  January  the  directors'  convention  was  held.  Though  a  blizzard 
caused  trains  to  be  as  much  as  twenty  hours  late,  seventy-seven 
were  present.  The  time  was  entirely  too  short  for  the  discussion 
of  all  the  topics  which  were  presented.  Supt.  J.  H.  Lykens,  of  the 
Reformatory  schools,  was  re-elected  president  of  the  county  asso- 
ciation. All  were  delighted  with  the  instruction  given  by  our  former 
superintendent,  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  who  was  most  cordially  re- 
ceived by  all  present. 

As  suggested  in  a  foregoing  paragraph,  the  teaching  force  of  this 
county  ranks  favorably  with  the  best.  About  seventy  are  persons 
who  have  attended  Juniata  college.  Thirty-nine  have  studied  ctt 
the  State  normal  schools,  besides  eighteen  who  have  graduated  at 
these  schools.  About  50  per  cent,  of  all  the  teachers  of  the  county 
were  in  our  local  normal  schools  during  the  year.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  our  teachers  are  striving  for  better  preparation.  Several 
who  did  poor  work  during  the  previous  year  were  not  licensed  to 
teach,  and  we  have  a  few  who  will  be  rejected  when  they,  seek 
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certificates  again.  We  must  discard  careless,  negligent  and  un- 
successful teachers. 

Forty-four  pupils  were  examined  for  graduation  in  our  county 
course,  seven  of  whom  were  rejected.  But  eleven  were  graduated 
from  our  high  schools.  In  raising  our  standard  several  were  held 
over  for  another  year.  Our  one  township  high  school,  located  at 
Spuce  Creek,  is  doing  excellent  work. 

Beginning  early  in  the  term  the  superintendent  continued  to  visit 
schools  as  long  as  any  were  in  session.  Three  hundred  and  seven- 
teen regular  visits  were  made.  He  attended  institutes  and  educa- 
tional meetings  in  sixteen  townships.  Twenty-three  such  meetings 
were  attended.  In  most  instances,  he  was  present  at  both  the  even- 
ing and  the  day  sessions. 

Hoping  for  better  results  in  the  future,  I  beg  to  submit  this,  my 
third  annual  report. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— J.  T.  Stewart. 


In  this,  my  sixth  annual  report,  I  wish  to  say  that  we  have  been 
steadily  progressing,  but  our  anticipations  have  not  been  fully 
realized,  because  part  of  our  schools  have  failed  to  measure  up  to 
Twentieth  century  progress. 

As  a  body  our  teachers  were  enthusiastic  and  very  much  interested 
in  their  work.  Most  of  them  were  readers  of  educational  books 
and  papers.  We  insist  upon  professional  reading  and  have  been 
highly  pleased  with  the  work  done  by  our  teachers  along  this  line. 
It  seems  that  there  are  always  a  number  who  think  they  can  suc- 
ceed without  self-improvement,  but  we  find  that  teachers  who  are 
indifferent  with  regard  to  themselves  fail  to  do  thorough  work  in 
the  school-room. 

More  interest  was  manifested  by  patrons  and  directors  in  visiting 
schools  than  in  former  years,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improve- 
ment. We  think  that  the  law  in  regard  to  visitation  of  schools  is 
a  wise  one,  and  if  carried  out  would  result  in  increased  attendance 
and  attention  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  annual  institute,  which  was  held  in  Indiana  December  26-30, 
was  up  to  the  stadard  and  by.  many  was  considered  the  best  ever 
held  in  the  county.  The  names  of  the  instructors,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows, is  sufficient  evidence  of  our  success:  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.;  Prof.  Francis  H.  Green,  West  Chester,  Pa.;  Dr.  W.  O. 
Krohrug,  Chicago,  111.;  Dr.  R.  A.  Armstrong,  Morgantown,  W.  Va., 
and  Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  musical  director. 

The  evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Hon.  Walter  M.  Chandler, 
of  the  New  York  Bar,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Supt. 
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The  musical  attractions  were  given  by  the  Arion  Male  Quartette 
and  Elnia  B.  Smith,  reader,  the  Byron  Troubadours  and  Maro,  the 
magician. 

The  13th  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  the  court  house,  Indiana,  Pa.,  Nov.  10-11.  It  was  better  attended 
than  last  year,  but  not  attended  as  it  should  have  been.  Not  more 
than  one-third  of  the  directors  were  present.  The  meeting  was  very 
interesting  and  profitable  and  all  directors  in  attendance  were  highly 
pleased  with  the  meeting.  The  association  was  addressed  on  Thurs- 
day afternoon  and  evening  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Riker,  Mt.  Union  college, 
Alliance,  O.  The  association  was  well  pleased  with  his  address. 
He  is  a  very  able  man. 

Local  institutes  were  held  regularly  in  most  of  the  districts  and 
were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors,  citizens  and  pupils.  It 
was  my  pleasure  to  be  present  at  fourteen  local  institutes  and  take 
part  in  the  discussions.  The  local  institutes  have  been  the  means  of 
arousing  a  good  educational  spirit  in  the  districts  in  which  they 
were  held. 

During  the  year  421  applicants  were  examined  for  teaching  and  of 
this  number  305  were  licensed  to  teach.  The  usual  examinations 
for  graduation  in  the  public  schools  were  held  in  each  township  the 
first  Saturday  of  April.  The  number  of  pupils  that  take  this  exam- 
ination increases  from  year  to  year.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  note 
the  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  in  preparing  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  this  examination.  Of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed during  the  year  40  are  graduates  of  a  normal  school,  54  hold 
permanent  certificates,  39  hold  professional  certificates  and  203  hold 
provisional  certificates.  The  teachers  were  required  to  read  and  study 
White's  Art  of  Teaching,  Kemp's  History  of  Education  and  Sabin's 
Common  Sense  Didactics.  A  course  in  literature  was  also  pursued  by 
the  teachers. 

On  account  of  the  rapid  development  of  the  coal  resources  of  the 
county  it  became  necessary  to  erect  new  school  buildings  as  fol- 
lows: One  four-room  building  at  Wehrum,  a  one-room  building  at 
Rex,  in  Buffington  township,  one  four-room  building  at  Rossiter, 
Canoe  township;  one  four-room  building  at  Ernest  in  Rayne  town- 
ship; one  two-room  building  at  Cramer  in  East  Wheatfield  town- 
ship, and  a  one-room  building  in  East  Mahoning  township. 

In  closing  my  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  kind  and  courteous  treatment,  the  teachers,  direct- 
ors, press  and  patrons  for  their  kind  assistance  in  promoting  the 
educational  interests  of  the  county. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY— R.   B.  Teitrick. 


It  is  very  difficult  to  determine  just  what  is  accomplished  in 
education  in  any  one  year,  for  those  things  which  count  most  are 
matters  of  growth.  Progress  is  the  moral  law  of  the  universe  and 
its  unmistakable  signs  are  manifested  in  the  general  attitude  of  trie 
people  toward  all  questions  touching  the  fundamental  principles 
of  moral  and  intellectual  advancement.  Never  have  we  had  a 
stronger  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  good  schools  than  during  the 
past  year.  This  was  well  demonstrated  by  the  large  attendance  at 
our  educational  meetings  and  at  the  educational  sessions  of  the 
farmers'  institutes. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Brookville, 
December  19th  to  23rd.  During  the  day  sessions  instruction  was 
given  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess, 
Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht.  Dr.  A.  A.  Wiilets 
delivered  his  "Sunshine"  during  the  afternoon  of  ex-teachers'  day. 
This  day  was  set  apart  for  those  avIio  had  been  teachers  but  are  now 
engaged  in  other  occupations.  Prof.  Jerry  March  conducted  the 
music.  The  Falls  Creek  orchestra  was  present  during  the  entire 
week  and  contributed  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion.  Miss 
Florence  Fisher  entertained  and  instructed  the  institute  by  dram- 
atic readings.  The  evenings  were  occupied  by  the  Chicago  Lady  En- 
tertainers, Dr.  Frank  Dixon,  Cleveland  Ladies'  Orchestra,  and  Hon. 
George  R.  Wendling.    The  institute  was  a  great  succes. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  the  M.  E.  church,  Punxsutawney,  June  27th  and  28th,  1904.  Hon. 
•John  W.  Reed,  president  judge,  Brookville,  Penna.,  and  Supt.  James 
M.  Conghlin,  Wilkes-Barre,  Penna.,  made  excellent  addresses  before 
the  convention.  Live  questions  pertaining  to  school  administra- 
tion were  discussed  by  the  directors.  Choice  music  was  furnished 
by  the  people  of  Punxsutawney.  That  district  has  best  schools  in 
which  they  are  frequently  visited,  the  teachers  encouraged,  and 
patrons  aroused  by  directors. 

The  township  high  school  established  in  Eldred  township  this 
year  is  giving  a  wholesome  uplift  to  the  educational  sentiment  in 
that  district.  A  township  high  school  should  be  established  in 
every  district  in  which  there  are  enough  children  to  maintain  it. 
The  other  districts  having  such  schools  are  Washington  and  Snyder. 
Classes  were  graduated  from  these  schools  again  this  year. 

in  the  matter  of  improving  and  beautifying  school  houses  and 
school  grounds  there  is  a  growing  interest  and  general  awakening 
throughout  the  county.  The  school  house  and  the  school  grounds 
should   be   beautiful,   and   the  children    should   be   surrounded   by 
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beauty  in  the  school  room  from  first  to  last.  In  later  life  their  ideals 
of  the  true  and  the  beautiful  are  measured  by  these  early  impres- 
sions. They  are  to  be  home-makers;  they  are  to  be  citizens,  and 
it  is  within  the  power  of  the  school  to  make  them  feel  and  appre- 
ciate something  of  the  influence  of  beautiful  surroundings,  so  that 
they  will  use  that  influence  for  their  own  benefit  and  that  of  others. 
The  improvement  of  the  school  surroundings  is  not  the  work  of  a 
day.  It  must  be  part  of  the  school  system.  President  Roosevelt 
said,  at  the  dedication  of  the  Central  high  school  at  Philadelphia: 
"It  is  a  poor  type  of  school  nowadays  that  has  not  a  good  play 
ground  attached.''  Attractive  grounds  and  buildings  have  a  benefi- 
cent influence  upon  the  community  also,  but  their  great  value  is  in 
the  ethical  culture  of  the  children. 

While  much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  great  cause  of  public  edu- 
cation, while  a  great  chasm  lies  between  the  ideal  and  the  real, 
yet  he  who  studies  the  trend  of  things  will  see  an  encouraging 
advance  along  all  educational  lines.  The  progress  of  the  past  holds 
promise  for  the  future. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— H.  C.  Klinger. 


In  reviewing  the  school  work  of  the  past  year  there  is  nothing 
extraordinary  worthy  of  note,  but  there  are  evidences  of  a  steady 
forward  movement  and  progress  along  lines  of  educational  thought 
and  work.  Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  apparently  have  an  honest  pur- 
pose and  a  professional  zeal  and  are  loyal  in  supporting  educational 
movements.  There  were  but  few  failures.  These  were  due  largely 
to  blind  parental  prejudice  against  the  teacher  and  therefore  lack 
of  proper  support.  Teachers  are  sometimes  not  the  particular 
preferment  of  certain  parents  and  usually  in  such  cases  there  is 
no  end  of  trouble. 

In  the  annual  examinations  78  provisional  certificates  were 
granted  and  5  professionals.  Twenty-six  per  cent,  of  the  applicants 
failed  to  reach  the  standard. 

In  our  corps  of  teachers  there  were  12  beginners,  42  who  held 
professional  and  permanent  certificates,  10  who  were  graduates  of 
normal  schools  and  5  college  graduates. 

With  but  one  exception  all  the  schools  were  visited  twice  and 
a  number  three  times.  The  visits  varied  in  length  from  thirty 
minutes  to  a  half  day.  In  many  of  the  visits  instructions  were 
given  to  the  teacher  and  to  the  pupils.  Many  of  the  visits  were 
made  with  the  presence  of  the  directors.  It  is  commendable  to 
note  that  during  the  first  part  of  the  term  the  enrollment  was 
greater  than  it  was  in  previous  years  during  the  same  time  and  the 
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percentage  of  attendance  for  the  term  in  many  of  the  districts  is 
from  3  to  G  per  cent,  greater. 

Contagions  diseases  as  usual  were  prevalent  in  a  number  of 
places.  Tuscarora  township  bore  the  burden  of  affliction.  Diph- 
theria for  a  time  caused  one  of  the  schools  to  be  closed  and  just 
at  the  close  of  the  term  that  dreaded  disease — small-pox — en- 
trenched itself  in  the  same  district.  At  first  the  disease  was  not 
supposed  to  be  small-pox  until  the  contagion  had  spread  but  after- 
wards vigorous  measures  were  taken  and  it  was  stamped  out. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  November  21, 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Augusta,  Me.;  Dr.  S.  Y. 
Gillan,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  Dr.  D.  O.  Murphy,  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.; 
Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  C.  C.  Johnson,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.  The  evening  entertainments  were  Dr.  Stetson,  "Les- 
sons from  Life;"  Ora  Samuel  Gray,  "Three  P's  in  a  Pod;"  Dr.  De- 
Motte,  "The  Harp  of  the  Senses,"  and  the  Parker  Concert  Company. 
All  the  teachers  were  present  and  the  comment,  "the  best  we  ever 
had,"  was  frequently  heard.  The  committee  on  the  reading  course 
continues  Seeley's  "School  Management"  and  adopted  Sabin's 
"Common  Sense  Didactics,"  two  excellent  works,  for  the  teachers' 
professional  reading. 

Eight  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  at  the  follow- 
ing places:  Center,  Thompsontown,  McAlisterville,  Richfield,  Wal- 
nut, East  Salem,  Oriental,  and  Honey  Grove.  In  a  number  of  the 
districts  the  teachers  held  monthly  meetings  and  discussed  educa- 
tional questions. 

One  of  the  most  important  agencies  in  our  present  educational 
work  is  the  Directors'  Association.  There  are  some  phases  of 
work  that  will  receive  the  proper  attention  only  through  the  help 
and  inspiration  of  the  directors'  meeting.  The  act  of  our  last  Legis- 
lature providing  compensation  for  directors  attending  these  meet- 
ings is  a  wise  move.  Our  directors  held  their  annual  session  De- 
cember 21.  The  meeting  was  interesting  and  helpful  although  the 
attendance  was  not  so  large  owing  to  the  extreme  cold  and  almost 
impassible  condition  of  the  roads.  Dr.  Geo.  G.  Groff,  of  Bucknell 
University,  addressed  the  convention  on  "Duties  of  Directors."  We 
hope  to  see  the  next  convention  attended  by  every  director  in  the 
county. 

Among  the  improvements  is  noticeable  the  building  of  a  cozy 
house  in  Lack  on  the  site  of  the  former  Lick  building  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  The  East  Waterford  two  room  house  during  the 
close  of  the  term  caught  fire  from  a  near-by  saw  mill  engine  and 
was  consumed  with  its  contents.  This  was  one  of,  if  not  the  oldest 
school  building  in  the  county.  It  had  more  than  served  its  useful- 
ness.    Frequent  efforts  were  made  to  build  a  new  house  but  the 
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attempts  were  each  time  frustrated  by  a  fire  in  some  other  part 
of  the  district.  A  more  commodious  and  modern  structure  will  take 
its  place.  Patterson  borough  relieved  the  crowded  condition  of 
their  primary  rooms  by  adding  another  room  and  employing  a  sixth 
teacher.  Thompsontown  borough  remodeled  their  building  and  now 
admit  more  light  into  the  grammar  room,  giving  them  the  comfort 
that  was  long  needed.  Through  the  assistance  of  Senator  Manbeck 
and  the  generosity  of  the  Commercial  Museum  of  Philadelphia,  a 
fine  cabinet  of  geographical  specimens  was  placed  in  each  of  the 
Ptitterson  and  Mifflintown  buildings. 

On  March  26  examinations  were  held  for  those  who  completed 
the  course  of  study  in  rural  districts.  Twenty-three  pupils  were 
successful  and  received  a  common  school  diploma.  Fayette  towu- 
ship  was  in  the  lead  in  point  of  numbers.  Susquehanna  township 
held  commencement  exercises. 

Studying  the  conditions  of  the  schools  in  our  county  during  the 
past  few  years  their  needs  become  more  apparent.  The  more  im- 
portant question  is:  How  can  we  keep  our  children  in  school  until 
they  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  common  branches?  The  solution 
is  not  easy.  Too  many  parents  are  indifferent.  A  stricter  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  act  would  undoubtedly  be  helpful.  Pupils 
who  attend  irregularly  fall  back  in  the  grades,  lose  interest  in 
study  and  then  look  forward  to  the  time  when  they  "don't  have  to 
go."  Our  course  of  study  may  not  appeal  to  the  child  of  the  farm. 
Our  farmer  boys  need  the  rudiments  of  the  science  of  agriculture. 
Instead  of  the  study  of  algebra  it  were  better  and  wiser  that  some 
time  were  given  to  the  study  of  elementary  agriculture. 

A  number  of  our  buildings  and  grounds  need  attention.  Some  of 
our  districts  pride  themselves  on  the  condition  of  their  school 
houses  and  surroundings.  A  small  expense  for  paint,  paper  or 
repairs  would  greatly  add  to  the  adornment  and  attraction  of  the 
buildings  as  well  as  to  the  comfort  of  the  pupils. 

Every  school  should  have  a  library,  even  though  it  be  not  so  large. 
We  need  the  revival  of  the  old  time  spelling  match  and  literary 
society  with  their  wholesome  educational  influences. 

I  thank  all  who  extended  their  kind  hospitality  to  me  in  my 
travels,  to  the  children  and  teachers  for  their  loyalty  and  co-oper- 
ation for  the  success  of  the  past,  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  their  advice,  to  the  press  for  their  favors,  and  to  the 
directors  for  their  support  and  continued  confidence  shown  by  my 
re-election  for  which  I  am  very  thankful.  I  trust  that  my  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  the  schools  in  the  future  may  be  such  to  prove 
tbat  I  deserved  it. 
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LACKAWANNA   COUNTY— J.   C.   Taylor. 


This  report  has  been  postponed  on  account  of  the  tardiness  of 
the  secretaries  in  some  districts  in  sending  me  their  annual  reports. 
as  averages  could  not  be  determined  until  all  districts  had  reported. 
The  last  of  the  district  reports  was  received  September  9th. 

These  reports  show  that  the  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  last 
year  was  11,218;  the  average  daily  attendance  was  7,534,  or  about 
07  per  cent.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  day  schools  was 
254,  of  whom  30  were  men  and  218  were  women.  The  average  age 
of  teachers  was  20  years.  The  number  of  teachers  holding  pro- 
visional certificates  was  07;  professional  certificates,  28;  permanent 
and  State  certificates,  25;  normal  school  diplomas,  134. 

All  districts  complied  with  the  minimum  salary  law,  no  teacher 
being  employed  for  less  than  $35  per  month.  The  average  monthly 
salary  for  men  was  $02.07;  for  women  $37.11.  The  average  length 
of  the  school  term  was  about  8  1-3  months.  The  highest  tax  levied 
was  30-|  mills,  in  Moosic  borough;  Lackawanna  and  Winton  each 
levied  20  mills;  Old  Forge  and  Mayfield,  each  24  mills;  the  lowest  tax 
levied  was  3  mills,  in  Glenburn  borough. 

Each  district  raised  more  money  by  local  taxation  than  it  received 
from  the  State.  The  total  amount  of  tax  levied  was  $113,009,  while 
the  total  appropriation  from  the  State  was  $12,390,  or  less  than  one- 
third  of  the  amount  raised  by  taxation. 

Attendance  was  fairly  regular  in  nearly  all  districts,  and  there 
was  less  interruption  from  contagious  diseases  than  in  preceding 
years.  But  in  speaking  of  attendance  reference  is  made  to  those 
children  who  have  been  admitted  to  school.  There  are  probably 
two  thousand  children  in  this  county  working  about  mines,  breakers, 
mills  and  factories,  who  do  not  attend  day  school  any  part  of  the 
;ujar.  In  several  districts  little  or  no  effort  is  made  to  enforce  the 
compulsory  attendance  law.  Some  of  these  children  attend  night 
school  two  or  three  months  a  year  but  many  of  them  never  reach 
the  third  reader  grade. 

Examinations  in  common  branches  were  held  in  rural  schools  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  and  forty-two  pupils  who  did  satisfactory  work 
received  the  "high  school  admission  card,-'  which  admits  them  to 
local  high  schools.  This  card  takes  the  place  of  the  common  school 
diploma  formerly  used  in  this  county,  and  is  more  effective  in  lead- 
ing pupils  who  have  finished  the  course  in  rural  schools  to  continue 
their  studies  in  high  schools. 

High  school  work  was  done  last  year  in  fifteen  districts,  eleven 
boroughs  and  four  townships:  viz.,  in  the  boroughs  of  Blakely,  Dal- 
ton,  Dickson.  Jennyn,  Mayfield,  Moosic,  Old  Forge,  Throop,  Vand- 
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ling,  Waverly  and  Winton,  and  in  the  townships  of  Fell,  Madison, 
Ransom  and  South  Abington.  In  most  cases  the  course  covers  two 
3rears  of  high  school  work.  I  found  in  these  schools  177  students 
doing  the  first  year's  work  and  there  were  74  graduates  who  fin- 
ished a  two-year  course. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall  in  Scranton, 
during  the  week  of  October  31.  1904.  The  instructors  were  Dr. 
Henry  R.  Pattengill,  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Dr.  Byron  W. 
King  and  Professor  John  T.  Watkins.  The  instruction  was  practi- 
cal and  interesting.  Evening  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  King  and 
Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh. 

Local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  at  Fleetville,  Dalton, 
Montdale,  Elmhurst,  Clark's  Summit  and  Old  Forge. 

A  teachers'  training  class  met  twice  a  month  during  the  year  in 
the  office  of  the  county  superintendent.  The  subjects  studied  were 
algebra,  plane  geometry,  physical  geography,  rhetoric,  civics,  gen- 
eral history,  and  Schaeffer's  "Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think." 
Professional  certificates  were  granted  to  ten  teachers  who  made 
the  best  record  in  this  class. 

The  annual  meeting  of  our  county  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  Scranton,  September  13,  1904,  with  125  directors  present,  the 
largest  attendance  since  organization.  All  districts  in  the  county 
except  five  were  represented.  The  lectures  were  by  Dr.  Byron  W. 
King,  of  the  Pittsburg  School  of  Oratory,  and  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley, 
president  of  Stetson  University. 

President  Horace  Seamans  gave  an  able  address  on  "Public 
Schools  in  Pennsylvania."  Dr.  Hulley  spoke  eloquently  on  "Child 
Study  and  Training"  and  on  "Education  and  Life."  Dr.  King  spoke 
in  his  usual  happy  manner  on  "Good  Literature  in  the  Schools." 

The  newly  elected  officers  are:  President,  William  L.  Allen,  of 
Blakely;  vice-presidents,  J.  Nelson  Graves,  of  Scott,  and  William 
T.  Cummings,  of  Archbald;  secretary,  F.  M.  Francis,  of  Dalton; 
treasurer,  William  Kivlin,  of  Moosic.  These  officers  attended  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  State  Directors'  Association,  held  in  Harris- 
burg,  in  February,  1905. 

In  reply  to  a  circular  letter  asking  for  information,  the  secretaries 
of  school  boards  report  as  follows: 

Benton  township  reports  no  improvements.  Centralization  was 
voted  on  in  February,  1904,  and  lost  by  17  votes.  This  question  will 
probably  come  up  again  in  1906,  and  directors  will  not  spend  much 
money  on  school  buildings  that  may  be  abandoned. 

Blakely  borough  has  erected  a  new  high  school  building  of  eight 
rooms  with  all  modern  improvements  at  a  cost  of  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  has  also  built  an  addition  of  two  rooms  to  a 
four-room  building,  and  has  furnished  two  rooms  with  new  desks. 
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The  total  cost  of  these  improvements,  including  the  high  school,  is 
about  twenty-four  thousand  dollars.  The  high  school  grounds  will 
be  graded,  a  new  fence  built,  and  one  of  the  old  buildings  will  be 
repainted  during  the  coming  year. 

The  salary  of  the  principal  was  raised  to  $80  per  month  and  that 
of  the  first  assistant  to  $55. 

Carbondale  township  reports  an  expenditure  of  $50  for  repairing 
and  repainting  building,  and  that  three  new  unabridged  dictionaries 
were  bought.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  this  district  should  not 
have  a  township  high  school  and  receive  the  high  school  appropria- 
tion. 

Clifton  township  reports  no  changes.  Buildings  are  in  good  con- 
dition. On  account  of  the  new  high  school  law,  which  compels 
school  districts  to  pay  tuition  of  pupils  who  attend  high  schools  in 
neighboring  districts,  many  students  from  Covington  are  entering 
the  Moscow  high  school.  Sentiment  is  growing  in  favor  of  estab- 
lishing a  rival  high  school  in  Covington  at  Daleville. 

Dalton  borough  has  repainted  its  school  building  and  built  storm 
doors  at  a  cost  of  f  140.  The  excellent  work  done  in  Dalton  high 
school  is  attracting  many  students  from  adjoining  districts. 

Dickson  borough  reports  no  improvements.  Schools  are  over- 
crowded, especially  in  primary  grades.  An  effort  was  made  by  the 
school  board  to  secure  better  accommodations  by  erecting  a  new 
high  school  building.  But  at  a  special  election  to  sanction  the  is- 
suing of  bonds,  the  project  was  defeated  by  a  majority  of  one  vote. 

Elmhurst  borough  reports  no  improvements.  The  principal  of 
schools,  O.  F.  Maynard,  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  Professor 
Willard  Jenkins. 

Fell  township  reports  extensive  repairs  to  several  buildings,  in- 
cluding painting,  plastering,  renewing  doors,  windows,  etc.  A  new 
furnace  was  placed  in  building  No.  1,  and  a  room  was  fitted  up  with 
furniture  for  the  use  of  the  high  school  grade.  A  male  principal 
was  employed  and  the  course  was  extended  to  include  two  years 
of  high  school  work.  Salaries  of  all  female  teachers  were  advanced 
§5  per  month,  and  no  teacher  in  Fell  now  receives  less  than  $40. 

Greenfield  township  reports  SO  volumes  added  to  the  school  li- 
brary, but  no  improvements  to  grounds  or  buildings,  and  none  con- 
templated. In  June,  1904,  the  school  board  voted  to  close  the  old 
buildings  and  erect  a  four-room  house  for  a  township  high  school. 
To  ascertain  the  sentiment  of  the  people  a  vote  was  taken,  and  a 
majority  voted  for  the  graded  school.  When  the  directors  began  to 
look  for  a  site  for  the  new  school,  a  disagreement  arose  and  there 
was  a  deadlock.  Consequently,  no  further  action  was  taken,  and 
the  school  board  reconsidered  and  rescinded  its  motion  to  build. 

(ilenburn  borough  reports  no  improvements.     This  district  has 
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been  running  only  one  school  since  1897;  but  last  year  school  No. 
2  was  re-opened  to  accommodate  citizens  in  the  south  end  of  the 
district.  This  district  should  have  a  two-room  building  centrally 
located  and  a  graded  school.  It  is  amply  able  to  build.  The  tax 
rate  for  seven  years  has  not  exceeded  three  mills,  any  they  now 
have  over  $400  in  the  treasury. 

Gouldsboro,  once  a  populous  borough  with  a  school  of  40  or  50 
pupils,  enrolled  only  15  pupils  last  year.  But  this  little  school  made 
an  excellent  record,  and  four  of  its  scholars  passed  the  final  exam- 
ination in  common  branches  and  received  the  high  school  admission 
card. 

Jermyn  borough  will  install  a  new  sanitary  system  during  the  va- 
cation at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000.  Professor  R.  M.  Archibald,  former- 
ly of  Waverly,  was  elected  principal  of  schools  and  will  begin  his 
work  in  September. 

Jefferson  township  reports  two  buildings  re-papered  and  re- 
painted inside.  Buildings  in  this  district  are  scarcely  worth  exten- 
sive repairs.    Jefferson  needs  a  four-room  graded  school. 

La  Plume  reports  no  improvements. 

Lackawanna  township  reports  no  improvements  to  buildings.  An 
addition  was  made  to  the  school  library.  This  district,  once  the 
largest  in  the  county,  has  been  reduced  by  the  erection  of  Taylor 
and  Moosic  boroughs,  and  has  thus  lost  the  most  valuable  part  of 
its  taxable  property.  It  has  a  debt  of  $14,000  incurred  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  high  school  building.  The  board  has  been  obliged  to  re- 
duce the  length  of  the  term  from  nine  months  to  eight  months  on 
account  of  a  lack  of  funds.  Its  tax  levy  has  been  26  mills  for  the 
last  four  years. 

Lehigh  township  has  adopted  new  text-books  and  has  added  30 
volumes  to  the  school  library. 

Madison  township  will  install  a  new  heating  plant  in  its  high 
school  before  the  school  begins. 

Mayfield  borough  reports  no  improvements. 

Moosic  borough  reports  general  repairs  to  buildings  and  a  new 
iron  fence  around  one  building  at  a  cost  of  $426.  Also  500  volumes 
added  to  school  library. 

Newton  and  North  Abington  townships  report  no  improvements. 

Old  Forge  borough  reports  the  completion  of  a  new  four-room 
building  with  the  Carpenter  system  of  heating  and  ventilating,  mod 
ern  furniture,  and  spacious  grounds  at  a  cost  of  $10,000;  also  two 
rooms  in  high  school  supplied  with  new  furniture,  and  an  expendi- 
ture of  $500  for  painting,  kalsomining,  fencing  and  planting  trees. 

Ransom  township  reports  repairs  to  buildings  including  painting 
at  a  cost  of  $300;  also  one  room  supplied  with  new  furniture. 
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Roaring  Brook  reports  slight  repairs  to  one  building. 

|3cott  township  reports  no  improvements.  This  large  district 
maintains  11  one-room  schools  and  enrolls  2G1  pupils.  A  six-room 
township  high  school  could  be  run  at  a  smaller  cost  and  would 
double  the  educational  results. 

South  Abington  reports  no  changes.  It  has  the  only  recognized 
township  high  school  in  the  county  and  furnishes  a  splendid  example 
of  the  benefits  of  a  consolidation. 

Spring  Brook  reports  a  new  one-room  school  in  process  of  erection 
which  is  to  cost  $825;  also  repairs  to  other  buildings  and  an  addition 
to  the  school  library  of  about  40  volumes. 

Thro  op  borough  contemplates  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school 
building  as  soon  as  funds  can  be  secured. 

Vandling  borough  reports  that  a  new  furnace  was  installed  in  the 
high  school  building  at  a  cost  of  $535.  Storm  porches  were  built  for 
$81.  A  new  encyclopedia  and  twenty-eight  other  books  were  added 
to  the  school  library.  During  the  coming  year  a  retaining  wall  will 
be  built,  the  grounds  improved,  and  trees  planted.  A  sixth  teacher 
has  been  added  to  the  corps. 

Waverly  borough  reports  no  improvements.  Prof.  R.  M.  Archi- 
bald, the  principal,  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  was  succeed- 
ed by  Prof.  Ralph  Wood. 

West  Abington  township,  which  enrolled  only  36  pupils  last  year 
in  two  schools,  has  decided  to  run  emly  one  school  the  coming  year. 
Transportation  will  be  furnished  to  pupils  who  live  far  from  the 
school. 

Winton  borough  reports  no  improvements.  The  school  board  con- 
templates an  extension  of  the  course  of  study  so  as  to  include  one 
or  two  years  of  high  school  work. 

With  deep  regret  I  record  the  death  of  Miss  Carrie  A.  Kenyon, 
whose  funeral  was  held  early  in  February.  At  the  time  of  her  death 
Miss  Kenyon  was  not  connected  with  the  public  schools,  but  held 
the  position  of  instructor  in  higher  mathematics  and  science  in  the 
School  of  the  Lackawanna,  a  college  preparatory  school.  Previous 
to  accepting  this  position  Miss  Kenyon  had  been  for  eighteen  years 
the  supervising  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Blakely  borough. 
Her  broad  intelligence,  her  lofty  conception  of  the  teacher's  mis- 
sion, and  her  energetic  and  unselfish  devotion  to  duty,  gained  her 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  her.  Always  sympa- 
thetic and  helpful,  she  was  the  friend  and  advisor  of  all  her  students 
long  after  they  had  finished  school  life.  A  true  teacher,  a  wise  coun- 
sellor, a  sympathetic  friend;  in  her  death  the  teachers1  profession 
and  the  community  suffered  a  loss  not  easily  measured. 


6—5—1905 


82  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off    DOc. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Brecht. 


The  schools  of  the  year  were  showing  a  progressive  tendency. 
The  attitude  of  our  school  people  and  the  drift  of  popular  senti 
ment  gave  an  excellent  tone  to  school  work.  Teachers'  meetings 
were  enthusiastic  and  largely  attended.  The  subjects  discussed 
aimed  at  educational  work  io  its  broader  aspects  as  well  as  in  its 
more  restricted  character  of  mere  schoolroom  lessons.  An  attempt 
at  least  was  made  to  give  the  teacher's  work  horizon,  and  signifi- 
cance in  the  years  beyond  school  days. 

Special  lines  of  study  and  reading  characterized  the  work  of 
groups  of  teachers  in  different  sections  of  the  county.  In  the  more 
populous  centers  courses  of  lectures  were  established  and  directed 
under  the  leadership  of  our  higher  grade  teachers,  and  their  suc- 
cessful issue  in  most  cases  netted  a  handsome  balance  which  was 
used  to  strengthen  the  equipment  of  the  school.  The  high  school 
teachers  continued  their  periodic  conference  and  placed  them  upen 
a  broader  and  more  systematic  basis.  The  special  lines  of  study 
in  their  sessions  attracted  teachers  from  other  grades  and  ranks 
to  the  meetings. 

The  old-fashioned  lyceum  or  debating  school  was  opened  in  an 
increasing  number  of  districts  and  excellent  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  winter.  The  active  part  taken  in  the  discussion  of 
current  and  other  topics  of  general  interest  by  the  younger  genera- 
tion is  evidence  of  the  fact  that  our  young  people  fully  appreciate 
under  the  right  kind  of  encouragement  the  opportunity  these  meet 
ings  afford  for  self-improvement.  It  is  only  a  short  step  from  a 
growing  school  to  the  lyceum  that  opens  ways  and  means  of  proving 
one's  ability  and  intellectual  prowess  in  public  speech  and  debate. 
From  the  general  awakening  of  our  school-work  along  high  school 
lines  there  are  strong  and  reasonable  indications  here  that  the 
lyceum  will  grow  in  strength  and  popularity  the  coming  year. 

The  friends  of  education  should  give  this  movement  full  and  un- 
reserved support  everywhere.  School  houses  should  be  cheerfully 
opened  to  responsible  parties  by  the  proper  authorities  for  this  pin- 
pose.  In  the  association  and  atmosphere  of  such  occasions  there  is  a 
discipline  making  for  power  that  life  seldom  enables  one  to  gain 
elsewhere.  Logically  the  lyceum  meeting  is  a  part  and  continuation 
of  school  training  and  should  be  so  adjusted  to  school  work  and 
regulated  in  its  proceedings  as  to  attract  and  hold  the  interest 
of  the  young  people.  Properly  encouraged  it  will  prove  one  of  the 
quickest  and  surest  ways  of  drawing  the  growing  mind  to  the  library, 
for  it  drives  home  the  conviction  that  one  must  read  before  he  can 
know  and  discuss  a  subject  of  general  interest  intelligently.     The 
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lyceum  aud  the  library  arc  closely  associated  with  each  other  in  the 
education  of  the  young  mind  and  frequently  move  upon  parallel 
lines  in  the  same  general  direction. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— Robt.  G.  Allen. 


I  am  glad  to  report  that  good  work  has  been  done  in  most  of  the 
schools  of  this  county  during  the  past  year.  We  have  had  few 
failures  on  the  part  of  teachers  to  do  their  duty.  In  two  instances 
teachers  who  were  incompetent  were  asked  to  resign.  This  they  did. 
Their  places  were  filled  with  others  who  were  better  qualified. 

The  standard  of  teaching  has  been  brought  steadily  up  during 
the  past  three  years  through  a  system  of  preparation  that  must 
bring  favorable  results.  Teachers  in  this  county  must  pursue  a 
course  of  professional  training,  or  they  must  do  enough  professional 
reading  as  will  entitle  them  to  a  place  in  the  teacher's  profession, 
or  certificates  will  not  be  issued. 

Last  year  nearly  forty-seven  per  cent.,  and  this  year  about  thirty 
per  cent,  of  the  applicants  for  teacher's  certificates  were  rejected 
on  account  of  poor  scholarship  and  lack  of  professional  training. 

We  have  adopted  a  flexible  course  of  study  for  the  county  schools 
and  the  same  is  in  successful  operation.  The  course  has  met  with 
some  opposition  mainly  from  those  who  are  unwilling  to  system- 
atize the  work  in  the  public  schools,  but  they  are  largely  in  the 
minority. 

There  is  a  steady  advance  in  length  of  term  and  in  increased  pay 
for  experienced  teachers.  Six  out  of  twenty-six  districts  in  this 
county  now  have  not  less  than  eight  months  of  school  and  of  these 
two  have  nine. 

Five  high  schools  are  established  and  doing  good  work.  It  is 
true  that  perfection  has  not  yet  been  attained,  but  these  schools 
give  fairly  good  instruction  and  as  the  people  come  to  understand 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them  the  results  will  be  even 
better. 

During  the  past  year  many  local  teachers'  meetings  have  been 
held  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  They  have  been  of  great  benefit  to 
both  patrons  and  teachers.  Through  such  gatherings  parents  and 
teachers  get  better  acquainted,  and  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
responsibilities  and  duties  resting  upon  each  other. 

The  annual  directors'  convention  was  held  in  the  court  house  in 
the  city  of  New  Castle,  in  the  month  of  December.  The  convention 
was  very  largely  attended  by  the  directors  and  others  and  was,  to 
say  the  least,  very  helpful  indeed.     Addresses  were  delivered  by 
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Supts.  Jas.  M.  Coughlin,  Jno.  W.  Canon,  and  Mr.  Geo.  T.  Wein- 
gartner,  Esq. 

The  association  elected  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Reed,  of  Shenango  township, 
to  represent  the  directors  in  the  State  convention  held  at  Harris- 
burg.  Mr.  Reed  has  long  stood  for  what  is  best  in  matters  pertain- 
ing to  education  and  his  election  as  a  delegate  resulted  without  a 
single  dissenting  vote. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  month  of  October. 
Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  enrolled  and  present.  The  daily 
attendance  and  discipline  of  the  teachers  could  not  be  improved 
upon. 

The  inspiration  of  the  teachers  at  this  convention  to  do  better 
work  in  the  future  was  noticeable.  During  the  whole  term  of 
school  the  effects  were  visible  and  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  the  good 
growing  out  of  this  institute  will  be  felt  in  this  county  for  many 
years. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  say  that  during  the  second  term  of  my 
official  supervision  I  shall  try  to  arouse  and  foster  the  spirit  of 
education.  It  shall  be  my  honest  effort  to  guide  and  train  our  young- 
people  in  the  way  of  good  citizenship.  In  that  let  me  have  the  help 
of  all  worthy  men.  I  desire  to  thank  the  patrons,  teachers,  and  all 
others  who  have  during  the  past  three  3'ears  helped  make  my  work 
more  effective. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


Another  school  year  with  its  triumphs  and  failures  has  closed. 
By  taking  a  retrospective  view  and  carefully  reviewing  the  history 
of  the  past  year,  we  find  much  for  congratulations  and  encourage- 
ment, and  comparatively  little  for  disappointment.  In  many  re- 
spects the  highest  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  have  been  fully 
realized.  To  be  sure,  ideal  conditions  do  not  exist  everywhere, 
neither  do  such  conditions  exist  anywhere,  during  the  entire  school 
year.  There  are  weaknesses  and  shortcomings  to  be  found,  but  let 
us  trust  as  they  are  discovered,  they  will  speedily  be  removed.  When 
every  one  fully  realizes  the  true  and  significant  import  of  the  work, 
and  the  function  of  the  public  schools,  then,  surely  will  they  be  sur- 
rounded by  ideal  conditions. 

One  of  the  most  commendable  acts  of  our  directors  was  the  in- 
crease in  salary,  which  they  gave  to  nearly  all  their  teachers.  Some 
boards  have  made  quite  a  liberal  increase,  while  a  few  have  not  done 
more  than  the  law  compelled  them  to  do.  However,  there  is  no 
district  in  our  county,  in  which  the  best  teachers  receive  less  than 
forty  dollars  a  month,  and  in  the  majority  of  districts,  this  class  of 
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Leachers  receive  from  forty-five  !<>  fifty  dollars  a  month.    Consider- 
ing what  a  man  or  a  woman,  having  all  the  essential  qualifications 

to  teach  school  successfully,  can  earn  in  other  fields  of  labor,  abso- 
lutely not  requiring  the  exacting  preparation  that  teaching  re 
quires,  fifty  dollars  a  month,  for  eight  or  nine  months  during  the 
Tear,  is  certainly  not  an  exorbitant  salary.  Let  us  hope  that  the 
public  may  year  after  year,  more  fully  appreciate  the  work  of  the 
faithful,  efficient  teacher,  and  show  its  appreciation  by  granting 
such  a  teacher  a  more  liberal  remuneration.  Besides  his  salary, 
every  teacher  is  entitled  to  that  public  recognition,  support  and  es- 
teem, which  his  high  mission  honestly  and  justly  deserves.  These 
conditions  would  induce  many  of  our  promising  teachers  to  spend 
their  lifetime  in  this  noblest  of  callings — teaching. 

There  is  the  idea  prevailing  in  some  sections  of  our  county,  that 
if  a  school  is  small,  neither  the  building  nor  the  teacher  need  be  first 
class.  This  is  decidedly  wrong.  No  school  is  so  small  that  it  should 
not  have  an  efficient  teacher.  An  inefficient  teacher  can  teach  no 
better  in  a  small  school  than  in  a  large  one,  and  the  few  in  the  small 
school  are  full  as  much  entitled  to  proper  and  careful  training,  when, 
under  the  circumstances,  they  are  unable  to  attend  a  larger  school, 
as  are  the  many  in  a  larger  school,  who  are  more  fortunate  in  their 
environments.  Let  the  directors,  therefore,  put  forth  every  effort 
to  place  into  every  school  a  competent  and  thoroughly  qualified 
teacher,  irrespective  of  its  size,  grade  or  location.  I  refer  to  loca- 
tion, because  some  directors  think  any  kind  of  a  teacher  is  good 
enough  for  the  multi-graded  rural  school,  while  the  graded  town 
school  must  have  a  successful  teacher.  This  is  a  sadly  mistaken 
idea.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  too  much  shifting  of  teachers  in 
the  rural  schools  in  many  of  our  districts.  There  are  not  a  fen 
teachers  in  our  graded  schools,  who  have  been  retained  in  the  same 
school  for  at  least  twelve  to  fifteen  years,  and  properly  so.  There 
cannot  be  offered  a  single  reason  why  a  successful  teacher  should 
not  continue  her  work  in  the  same  school  for  an  indefinite  number 
of  terms.  The  constaut  changing  of  teachers  has  numerous  attend- 
ant evils.  It  places  the  responsibility  of  a  successful  school  on  no 
teacher.  The  teacher  in  the  common  school  in  country  and  hamlet 
districts  should  be  regarded,  both  by  school  authorities  and  by 
patrons,  as  the  most  important  factor  in  the  community,  her  labor 
largely  contributing  to  its  welfare  and  its  prosperity.  The  school 
of  to-day  must  exercise,  and  it  may  truthfully  be  said,  does  exercise 
a  far  greater  influence  at  the  present  time,  upon  people  in  every 
walk  and  condition  of  life,  than  it  did  in  periods  past,  when  a  liberal 
education  was  confined  to  a  favored  few  scions  of  wealth  and  rank; 
and  in  order  that  this  influence  may  be  maximum  in  amount,  and  of 
the  most  wholesome  kind,  there  must  be  placed  into  every  school. 
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a  teacher  who  has  natural  aptitude  to  teach,  and  whose  aptitude  to 
teach  has  been  quickened  by  a  thorough  preparation  for  her  chosen 
work. 

The  county  institute  was  in  every  respect  a  grand  success.  The 
opening  address  was  delivered  by  our  noted  State  Superintendent, 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaefl'er.  The  instructors  were  Drs.  S.  C.  Schrnucker,  W- 
W.  Parsons,  E.  O.  Lyte,  Henry  Houck  and  F.  S.  Edmonds  The  music 
was  in  charge  of  Prof.  Jerry  March,  whose  work  was  highly  appre- 
ciated. Prof.  March  is  unquestionably  a  master  in  his  line  of  work, 
and  an  inspiration  to  a  teachers'  institute.  The  attendance  was 
large,  the  meetings  enthusiastic,  and  all  who  were  present  were 
materially  benefitted  by  its  helpfulness.  That  the  county  institute 
is  a  great  public  educator  is  manifested  by  the  fact  that  each  suc- 
ceeding year  calls  forth  a  greater  interest  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
and  an  increased  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  profession.  Many 
local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the 
school  term,  throughout  the  entire  county.  The  Lebanon  County 
Teachers'  Association  held  three  bi-monthly  sessions,  all  of  which 
were  a  great  success.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  a  few 
teachers  who  are  not  thoroughly  alive  to  this  important  phase  of 
school  work. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  held  a  highly  successful  ses- 
sion. The  speakers  were  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel, 
Mr.  D.  W.  Hain,  director  of  Independent  District,  and  the  county 
superintendent.  In  my  humble  judgment,  no  other  organization 
can  be  made  more  helpful  to  promote  the  welfare  of  our  public 
schools  than  the  Directors'  Association,  and  surely  the  Legislature 
did  a  wise  thing  when  it  provided  for  the  organization  of  these 
bodies  throughout  all  the  counties  of  our  Commonwealth. 

I  desire  to  conclude  this  report  by  again  extending  my  sincere 
Thanks  to  the  State  Department  for  wise  counsel,  to  the  press  of 
the  county  for  a  wholesome  educational  influence,  and  to  the  di- 
rectors and  teachers  for  their  hearty  co-operation. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


After  calmly  reflecting  over  the  educational  interests  of  the 
county,  I  have  the  gratification  of  reporting  continued  progress  in 
matters  pertaining  to  the  schools.  That  the  last  year  was  one 
fruitful  with  good  results  is  quite  evident;  nevertheless,  there  re- 
mains much  to  be  done  in  the  future. 

Seven  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  containing  al- 
together seventeen  school  rooms,  as  follows:     The  old  building  in 
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Easl  Allentown  gave  way  to  a  new  four  room  building,  erected  on 
the  old  site  at  a  cost  of  f(>,.~il>l).  The  rooms  of  this  building  arc 
large  and  well  lighted.  Through  the  center  of  the  building  runs  a 
large  hall,  on  each  side  of  which  are  cloak  closets.  It  stands  as  a 
monument  to  the  good  judgment  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  board 
which  caused  its  erection. 

A  new  four-room  building  was  erected  in  Whitehall  township  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  township  high  school.  The  site  selected 
is  very  appropriate  and  convenient,  being  near  the  trolley  line  from 
Allentown  to  Egypt  in  the  village  of  East  Hokendauqua.  It  is  a 
model  building  in  all  its  appointments,  containing,  besides  an  as- 
sembly room,  three  large  rooms  which  can  either  be  used  as  regu- 
lar school  rooms  or  as  class  rooms.  It  is  heated  by  steam  and  is 
well  ventilated.  There  is  a  cemented  basement  under  the  whole 
structure,  divided  into  two  apartments,  each  of  which  is  fitted  up 
as  a  gymnasium.  This  building  is  an  emblem  of  the  enterprising 
spirit  of  the  board.  It  is  the  pride  of  the  school  people  of  the 
entire  township.  . 

A  very  cosy  four-room  building  was  erected  at  Emerald,  displac- 
ing two  one-room  buildings,  which  were  no"  longer  adequate  to  ac 
commodate  the  increased  school  population  knocking  for  admission. 
This  building,  too,  is  admirably  arranged  for  school  purposes.  It 
is  heated  by  a  hot  air  furnace  in  the  cellar,  connected  with  which 
is  a  ventilating  system,  which  gives  very  satisfactory  results. 

The  old  buildings  at  Kuhnsville,  in  Upper  Macungie,  and  at 
Guthsville,  in  South  Whitehall,  were  replaced  by  new  one-room 
buildigs,  both  of  which  adorn  the  communities  in  which  they  are 
located.  The  increased  population  at  Ormrod,  in  North  Whitehall 
made  it  necessary  to  erect  a  one-room  building  in  that  village. 

To  accommodate  the  increased  school  population  in  Wescoesville. 
in  Lower  Macungie,  it  became  necessary  to  provide  an  additional 
room.  Consequently  the  old  site  and  building  were  abandoned  and 
a  new  and  more  desirable  location  selected  in  the  western  part  of 
the  village,  upon  which  a  two-room  building  was  erected  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $3,500.  It  is  well  located  and  is  a  very  comfortable  build- 
ing in  every  respect. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  that  in  the  erection  of  all  these 
new  buildings  this  year  there  was  an  absence  of  that  false  economy 
which  so  frequently  characterized  the  erection  of  new  buildings  in 
former  years. 

In  the  line  of  school  architecture,  Little  Lehigh  has  taken  front 
rank.  Apparatus  of  more  or  less  importance  was  placed  into  many 
of  the  school  rooms.  Weisenburg  and  South  Whitehall  supplied  a 
set  of  Rand  and  McNally  maps  for  each  of  their  schools. 

Through  the  influence  of  Senator  A.  G.  Dewalt  and  Representative 
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I).  H.  Fliehr,  four  of  our  high  schools,  namely,  Slatington,  White- 
hall, Salisbury,  and  Coopersburg  were  each  supplied  by  the  Com 
mercial  Museum,  of  Philadelphia,  with  a  large  collection  of  raw 
and  manufactured  products  of  the  country.  These  are  very  valu- 
able, especially  for  teaching  commercial  geography  and  the  sciences. 

I  cannot  forego  the  pleasure  of  specially  mentioning  the  phenome- 
nal success  of  both  of  our  township  high  schools.  Each  of  them 
graduated  large  classes  this  year  and  their  future  permanency  and 
usefulness  are  assurred.  These  two  schools  rank  favorably  with 
our  older  established  borough  high  schools,  to  all  of  which  we  point 
with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction. 

The  subject  of  agriculture  was  introduced  into  the  schools  of  two 
of  our  townships,  namely,  North  Whitehall  and  Whitehall.  The 
teachers  of  these  districts  report  a  great  deal  of  interest  manifested 
in  the  subject,  not  only  by  the  pupils,  but  also  by  the  parents.  In 
these  districts  the  subject  is  taught  twice  a  week  until  the  adopted 
text  books  are  covered.  I  believe  that  the  introduction  of  this  sub 
ject  into  our  rural  schools  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction  and  I  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will  be  taught  in  all  of  our  rural 
schools.  While  it  is  true  that  the  rural  school  program  is  already 
crowded,  time  should  be  found  for  this  important  subject. 

I  would  rather  see  a  little  less  time  devoted  to  some  of  the  other 
subjects  of  study  and  the  country  boys  and  girls  be  given  some 
knowledge  of  that  which  will  help  them  very  materially  in  making 
their  future  life  more  devoted  to  their  home  and  its  surroundings. 
We  have  been  training  our  farmer  children  away  from  the  farm 
and  its  interests  long  enough  and  it  is  about  time  that  the  tide 
should  be  turned  in  the  other  direction. 

In  Whitehall  township  the  term  was  increased  from  eight  to  nine 
months.  This  was  the  only  increase  of  term  in  the  county,  though 
there  are  several  other  districts  which  should  follow  the  example  of 
Whitehall. 

The  salary  of  the  teachers  was  increased  in  almost  every  district 
of  the  county.  This  was  done  not  because  the  previous  salary  was 
below  the  minimum,  but  because  the  directors  felt  that  a  general 
advance  was  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 

When  the  appointments  were  made  we  had  just  about  enough 
teachers  to  fill  our  schools.  We  should  not  have  been  able  to  do  this, 
however,  had  there  not  been  a  large  influx  of  teachers  from  the  sur- 
rounding counties.  We  also  had  a  larger  per  cent,  of  beginners  than 
usual,  but  as  a  rule  our  beginners  were  well  prepared,  many  being 
normal  school  graduates,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  they  did  meri- 
torious work.  There  was  a  smaller  percentage  of  failures  this  year 
than  ever  before.     We  had  a  few  come  to  us  from  other  counties 
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highly  recommended  by  the  superintendents,  who  did  not  measure 
up  to  what  we  had  a  consequent  right  to  expect. 

By  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  county  institute  Friday,  February 
24th,  was  set  aside  for  special  exercises  by  the  schools,  commemor- 
ating the  service  which  Thaddeus  Stevens  rendered  to  our  schools. 
Collections  were  taken  up  in  connection  with  the  same.  Nearly 
every  school  in  the  county  sent  in  a  contribution,  amounting  alto- 
gether to  $663.20.  This  fund  was  turned  over  to  Hon.  J.  H.  Landis 
to  be  devoted  towards  the  establishment  of  the  proposed  memorial 
school  in  honor  of  the  Great  Commoner. 

The  attendance  this  year  was  fair  considering  the  severity  of  the 
weather  during  the  winter  months.  In  a  few  districts  the  schools 
were  materially  interrupted  through  scarlet  fever  epidemics.  In 
several  instances  it  became  so  severe  that  the  schools  had  to  be 
temporarily  closed. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  generally  complied  with. 

The  county  institute  was  a  pronounced  success,  as  were  also  the 
six  local  institutes  held  in  different  sections  of  the  county. 


LUZEKNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


The  results  obtained  in  the  cities,  boroughs  and  large  townships 
have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  schools  in  these  districts  are 
following  carefully  prepared  courses  of  study  and  a  strong  educa- 
tional sentiment  is  manifested  by  patrons  and  school  officers.  In 
the  smaller  rural  districts,  however,  the  improvements  from  year 
to  year  are  not  very  marked  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  proper 
results  will  never  be  reached  until  every  township,  or  several  town- 
ships combined,  shall  adopt  a  course  of  study  and  maintain  a  cen- 
trally located  high  school.  In  townships  where  proper  educational 
facilities  are  not  provided  the  large  boys  and  girls  who  can  afford 
it,  attend  school  in  other  places  while  those  who  cannot  afford  it 
are  obliged  to  grow  up  without  education  enough  to  meet  the  spirit 
of  the  times.  My  hope  is  that  the  time  will  come  when  every  boy 
and  girl  in  Pennsylvania  will  be  given  the  same  opportunity  to  re- 
ceive an  education.  This  cannot  be,  however,  until  a  uniform  length 
of  term  is  established,  a  substantial  course  of  study  provided  for  the 
rural  schools,  and  the  pupils  comfortably  housed  in  more  modernly 
constructed  buildings. 

In  the  twentj'-one  teachers'  examinations  held  throughout  the 
county  422  applicants  presented  themselves.  The  results  gave  327 
provisional  certificates,  14  professional  certificates,  while  81  candi- 
dates were  rejected.    It  is  impossible  for  an  examiner  to  satisfy  the 
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wishes  of  all,  but  a  rigid  standard  will  be  maintained  regardless  of 
rhe  fancies  of  some  people  who  think  that  if  they  are  not  able  to 
do  anything  else  they  surely  should  be  permitted  "to  keep"  school. 
Many  of  our  teachers  pursued  a  course  of  reading  during  the  year, 
but  we  still  have  a  few  of  the  "know-alls"  who  will  be  laid  aside 
in  due  time. 

Our  last  county  institute  was  a  decided  success.  It  was  held 
during  the  week  beginning  Monday,  Oct.  31.  There  were  888  teachers 
in  attendance,  all  of  whom  conducted  themselves  in  a  manner  cred- 
itable to  the  profession.  The  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  Ruric 
X.  Roark,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  Henry  Houck, 
Prof.  Hollis  E.  Daun  and  Prof.  A.  L.  E.  Crouter,  all  stars  in  their 
line  of  work  We  also  had  a  vocal  soloist  in  the  person  of  Mrs. 
Betsey  Lane  Shepherd,  of  Wilkes-Barre.  This  meeting  was  a  great 
inspiration  to  the  teachers  and  it  also  had  a  tendency  toward  in- 
fluencing the  public  to  look  with  more  favor  upon  the  teaching  pro- 
fession. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  held  a  session 
on  Thursday,  February  2,  1905.  The  speakers  were  Dr.  Henry 
Houck,  Dr.  I.  W.  Marstellar,  Rev.  N.  J.  Hawley,  Mr.  A.  T.  Walsh, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Trembath,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Kline.  The  program  was  a 
strong  one  and  the  directors  who  attended  received  much  valuable 
information.  The  officers  in  charge  were  Dr.  I.  W.  Marstellar, 
president;  Albert  Snyder,  first  vice  president;  Rev.  C.  E.  Correll, 
second  vice  president,  and  A.  T.  Walsh,  secretary. 

My  school  visitations  this  year  numbered  685.  In  most  places  I 
found  the  work  quite  satisfactory.  There  were  onl}T  about  five  abso- 
lute failures,  resulting  from  the  teachers'  lack  of  ability  to  govern 
their  schools. 

In  conclusion,  my  heartiest  thanks  are  due  the  State  Department 
for  their  kindly  assistance,  the  local  press  for  their  helpful  encour- 
agement, and  the  directors,  patrons  and  teachers,  for  uniting  with 
me  in  mv  efforts  to  advocate  the  educational  interests  of  the  countv. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor 


The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been  earnest 
and  progressive.  Teachers  were  plentiful  and  in  general  the  force 
gave  earnest,  conscientious  service.  In  many  districts  salaries  were 
advanced  beyond  the  minimum;  enthusiastic  educational  meetings 
were  held  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  county;  the  percentage  of  at- 
tendance was  above  the  State  average  and  the  number  of  pupils 
completing  the  common  school  course  was  greater  than  usual.    But 
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the  most  satisfactory  results  cannot  be  expected  as  long  as  condi- 
tions are  favorable  for  teachers  constantly  changing  their  positions 
and  for  one-sixth  of  the  entire  number  leaving  the  profession  every 
year.  A  liberal  increase  of  salaries  will  mean  a  broader  and  more 
thorough  training  on  the  part  of  teachers,  a  longer  period  of  ser- 
vice and  a  marked  increase  in  the  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

The  statistical  report  for  the  year  shows  the  following  results: 
Whole  number  of  schools,  309;  number  of  visits,  360;  number  of 
pupils  enrolled,  10,714;  schools  in  which  higher  branches  were 
taught,  113;  number  of  male  teachers,  125;  number  of  female  teach- 
ers, 190;  average  age  of  teachers,  24;  number  with  no  previous  ex- 
perience, 52;  number  who  have  taught  five  or  more  annual  terms, 
124.  Compared  with  last  year's  statistics,  the  report  shows  a  slight 
falling  off  in  the  number  holding  permanent  certificates  and  state 
normal  diplomas.  It  also  shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  inex 
perienced  teachers,  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  professional 
certificates,  college  graduates,  teachers  with  five  or  more  years' 
experience,  and  schools  in  which  higher  branches  are  taught.  There 
has  been  no  change  in  the  average  age  of  teachers  and  in  the  pro- 
portionate number  of  male  and  female  teachers. 

Eighteen  local  institutes  were  held  in  which  thirty-one  districts 
of  the  county  were  represented.  Many  of  the  other  districts  held 
regular  monthly  meetings  of  teachers,  directors  and  patrons.  The 
influence  of  these  gatherings  is  readily  apparent  in  the  schools  of 
the  localities  in  which  they  are  held  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
time  will  soon  come  when  every  district  will  take  advantage  of  this 
important  means  of  creating  and  maintaining  a  greater  interest  in 
public  education. 

The  teachers'  exchange,  held  in  Williamsport  on  the  last  Saturday 
of  each  month  throughout  the  year,  continues  to  be  an  important 
factor  of  our  educational  work.  Nearly  half  the  teachers  of  the 
county  are  members  of  the  exchange  and  all  have  access  to  the 
meetings.  An  attendance  of  80  was  recorded  at  some  of  the  meet- 
ings during  the  winter.  In  addition  to  the  discussion  of  educa- 
tional questions,  considerable  attention  was  given  to  reviewing  the 
books  selected  by  the  county  reading  committee:  Shaw's  School 
Hygiene,  Sabin's  Common  Sense  Didactics,  Smith's  Elementary 
Mathematics,  Arnold's  How  to  Teach  Beading,  and  White's  Art  of 
Teaching. 

The  annual  mid-winter  meeting  of  the  Lycoming  County  Teachers' 
Association  was  held  in  South  Williamsport,  February  18th.  The 
morning  and  afternoon  programs  contained  many  questions  of  vital 
interest.  Among  the  important  topics  discussed  were:  "What  may 
be  done  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  by  the  Directors?" 
W.  T.  Pepperman,  of  Piatt  township;  "The  Patron?"  J.  S.  Cranmer, 
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of  South  Williamsport;  "The  Legislature?"  Assemblyman  E.  R. 
Kiess,  of  Hughesville.  "Should  a  day  be  set  apart  for  the  study  of 
Pennsylvania  history  in  the  public  schools?''  was  the  subject  of  an 
inspiring  address  by  W.  W.  Champion,  Esq.,  of  the  Williamsport 
Bar.  "The  grouping  of  pupils  for  teaching  purposes,"  was  ably 
discussed  by  Supt.  Chas.  Lose,  of  the  Williamsport  schools.  For  the 
first  time  in  its  history  the  Association  was  favored  with  the  pres- 
ence of  a  member  of  the  State  Department.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Intruction,  was  present  during  two  ses- 
sions of  the  meeting.  His  address  in  the  evening,  "The  Teacher 
and  her  Work,"  was  highly  appreciated  by  a  large  audience.  Much 
credit  is  due  the  pupils  of  the  South  Williamsport  schools  for  the 
excellent  entertaining  features  of  the  program,  also  Principal  W. 
N.  Hunter  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  executed  the  local  ar- 
rangements. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  made  by  Dr.  Schaeffer  in  his 
last  report,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Association  to  the  ef- 
fect that  a  day  be  set  aside  for  the  study  of  Pennsylvania  History 
in  the  county  schools.  A  joint  committee  representing  the  schools 
of  the  county  and  of  the  city  of  Williamsport  prepared  and  printed 
a  program  which  was  carried  out  in  the  schools,  March  31st.  The 
purpose  of  the  day  was  the  inculcation  of  State  pride  by  familiariz- 
ing the  pupils  and  patrons  with  the  important  part  the  Keystone 
State  and  her  noble  sons  have  played  in  the  making  of  the  nation. 
Considerable  interest  was  manifested  in  the  event  and  results  in- 
dicate that  the  innovation  was  well  worth  the  time  and  effort 
expended. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Lycoming  County  Directors' 
Association  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  tri-ennial  convention 
May  2d.  One  hundred  and  sixty-six  directors  were  present  at  the 
two  sessions  which  were  full  of  interest  and  enthusiasm.  Dr.  Joseph 
Walton,  of  the  George  school,  gave  two  interesting  and  profitable 
addresses  on  the  "Economy  of  School  Management"  and  "The  Di- 
rector and  the  Teacher."  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Instruction,  was  present  and  delivered  two  whole- 
some and  inspiring  addresses.  Supt.  Chas.  Lose,  of  Williamsport, 
discussed  the  Compulsory  Law  and  answered  a  number  of  important 
questions  submitted  by  directors  relative  to  its  enforcement.  The 
addresses  and  discussions  were  practical  and  interesting  and  should 
result  in  great  good  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 

For  the  first  time,  a  uniform  mid-year  examination  was  conducted 
in  the  rural  schools,  the  last  week  in  December.  The  examination 
covered  the  work  of  the  first  half  year  and  served  to  stimulate  the 
pupils  toward  a  more  thorough  preparation  for  the  diploma  exam- 
ination in  March.    The  results  indicate  that  it  may  be  made  an  effec- 
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tive  feature  of  our  school  work.  More  than  usual  interesl  was 
manifested  in  the  examination  for  common  school  diplomas.     One 

hundred  and  ten  diplomas  were  granted  to  applicants  representing 
-15  out  of  the  52  districts  of  the  county.  The  average  age  of  those 
receiving  diplomas  was  16  years,  indicating  that  a  greater  number 
than  usual  of  the  older  pupils  remained  in  school  to  complete  the 
course.  The  Montgomery  high  school  held  its  first  regular  com- 
mencement exercises  May  9th,  graduating  five  pupils.  In  all  75 
were  graduated  from  the  borough  high  schools. 

During  the  year  three  new  brick  buildings  were  erected,  after  the 
most  approved  architectural  plans,  with  modern  equipments.  Jer- 
sey Shore  built  a  seven  room,  two  story  structure,  costing  $35,000; 
Montgomery,  one  with  eight  rooms,  two  stories,  costing  $17,500, 
and  Nippenose,  a  two-room  building  at  Antes  Fort  at  a  cost  of 
$3,250.  Limestone  is  erecting  a  two-room  brick  building  at  Col- 
lomsville,  costing  $3,500,  to  be  ready  for  the  opening  of  the  term 
in  September. 

The  county  institute,  which  convened  at  Muncy,  December  26-30, 
was  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  profitable  sessions  we  have  had 
in  years,  due  to  the  able  and  inspiring  instruction  of  Dr.  Martin  G. 
Brumbaugh,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Supt.  James  M. 
Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre;  Miss  Louise  Connolly,  of  Newark,  N.  J.; 
Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  principal  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal;  Supt.  Fred 
W.  Bobbins,  of  Bethlehem,  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  of  Bloomsburg. 
Section  work  was  conducted  during  three  sessions.  In  these  sections 
the  instruction  was  guided  by  questions  previously  submitted  by 
the  teachers.  The  needs  of  the  schools  were  thus  made  prominent 
and  the  instruction  more  effective.  Dr.  Brumbaugh,  Frank  B.  Bob- 
ertson,  Dr.  Bobert  Stuart  MacArthur,  and  the  Arion  Male  Quartet 
were  the  evening  attractions. 

The  Mclntyre  township  high  school  has  increased  its  course  so 
as  to  rank  as  a  second  class  school.  Brown  township  has  fulfilled 
the  requirements  for  a  high  school  of  the  third  class.  There  are 
still  many  localities  with  favorable  conditions  where  these  schools 
should  be  organized  so  that  the  educational  opportunities  of  the 
country  may  more  nearly  approach  those  of  boroughs  and  cities. 
In  comparing  the  educational  advantages  of  the  country  and  city 
is  it  any  wonder  that  we  hear  the  frequent  complaint  of  discontent 
with  country  life?  In  questioning  a  large  number  of  pupils  Prof. 
Earl  Barnes  found  that  at  the  age  of  7,  26  per  cent,  preferred  to 
spend  their  lives  on  the  farm,  but  at  the  age  of  11  only  two  per 
cent,  still  desired  to  make  farming  a  life  occupation.  Our  county 
seat  contains  nearly  half  the  population  of  our  county  to  day.  Be- 
tween 1880  and  1900,  25  out  of  12  townships  decreased  in  population, 
while  in  7  of  the  9  boroughs  there  was  an  increase  of  from  200  to 
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1,200.  Several  causes  are  assigned  for  the  drifting  of  our  population 
toward  the  centers  but  probably  one  of  the  most  important  is  the 
concern  which  parents  have  for  the  education  of  their  children. 
With  the  advent  of  the  township  high  school  the  tide  will  again 
turn  toward  the  country,  farm  land  will  increase  in  value  and  the 
rural  school  problem  will  have  received  a  satisfactory  solution.  It 
is  altogether  probable  that  the  recent  law  permitting  advanced 
pupils  in  rural  districts  to  attend  borough  and  city  high  schools  at 
the  expense  of  the  townships  from  wrhich  they  come  will  have  a 
potent  influence  toward  a  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  town- 
ship high  schools. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  directors  of  the  county  for  their 
loyal  support  during  the  year  and  for  the  expression  of  their  con- 
tinued confidence.  I  would  also  greatfully  acknowledge  the  hearty 
co-operation  and  generous  assistance  of  teachers,  patrons,  the  public 
press  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Mvers. 


There  is  nothing  startling  to  report  from  this  county  during  the 
past  year.  Our  teachers  upon  the  whole  have  done  good  work  and 
the  schools  with  few  exceptions  are  in  excellent  condition.  The 
usual  high  standard  maintained  at  teachers'  examinations  gave  us 
well  qualified  teachers. 

Seventy-eight  pupils  completed  the  county  course  and  received 
diplomas.  Classes  were  graduated  from  all  high  schools  in  the 
county. 

A  number  of  schoolhouses  received  much  needed  repairs. 

A  profitable  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Smethport,  Nov.  7  to 
11,  1904.  Instruction  was  given  by  Prof.  A.  J.  Kinneman,  Lucile 
Ilinman,  Dr.  Churchill,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Hunt,  Prof.  J.  G.  Becht,  Dr. 
B.  C.  Davis  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck. 

The  evening  entertainments:  Keception,  Longfellow's  "Hiawatha," 
by  Mrs.  Katherine  Ertz-Bowdeii;  lecture,  "Abraham  Lincoln,"  Dr. 
Churchill;  concert,  Manhattan  Ladies'  Quartette. 

The  County  Teachers'  Association  held  two  sessions,  one  at  Der- 
rick City  and  one  at' Port  Allegheny. 

School  Directors'  Association  met  at  Smethport,  in  May. 

The  program:  Invocation,  Rev.  McCandless;  address  of  welcome, 
J.  N.  Apple;  responses,  E.  K.  Kane  and  A.  W.  Day;  physical  culture, 
Lucile  Hinman;  Selection,  Pay  and  Retention  of  Teachers,  Hon.  D. 
•T.  Waller,  Jr.,  of  Indiana,  Pa.;  County  Directors'  Association,  D.  C. 
Young;   Education    in   its   Relation   to   Citizenship,    H.   R.   Hilton; 
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Requisites  of  a  Good  Teacher,  \Y.  EL  Bunce;  address.  Pres.  B.  C. 
Davis,  of  Alfred  University;  address,  T.  E.  Lytic;  Educational  His- 
tory of  McKean  County,  S.  W.  Smith,  Esq.;  Township  High  School?, 
Hon.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr. 

In  submitting  this,  my  last  report,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Depart- 
ment and  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  whatever  aided  me  in  the 
educational  work  of  this  county. 


MERCER  COUNTY— J.  S.  Fruit. 


We  close  our  six  years'  service  in  the  Mercer  county  schools  with 
a  good  deal  of  regret.  Our  work  has  fallen  short  of  the  ideals  we 
hoped  to  attain  and  yet  we  feel  we  have  tried  to  do  it  faithfully 
and  fearlessly. 

We  can  say  and  not  boastfully  we  never  issued  a  certificate  in  both 
terms  of  service  that  we  did  not  think  was  merited.  We  have  tried 
to  make  professional  certificates  rewards  of  good  scholarship,  moral 
qualities,  and  success  in  general  school  work;  we  have  tried  to  in- 
culcate the  doctrine  of  the  highest  standards  possible  to  be  attained; 
we  have  tried  to  impress  our  patrons  and  school  directors  with  the 
gerat  responsibilities  the  education  of  the  youth  of  our  land  de- 
mands; we  have  urged  upon  our  teachers  the  influence  of  Godly,  up- 
right lives;  we  have  tried  in  our  weak  way  to  so  act  as  not  to  bring 
reproach  upon  our  great  profession;  we  have  not  always  been  faith- 
ful to  the  Department  in  promptness,  for  which  we  owe  an  apology; 
we  have  tried,  however,  to  further  its  noble  efforts  by  doing  our 
share. 

Our  teachers'  institute  we  were  well  satisfied  with,  both  as  to 
instructors  and  instructed.  Local  talent  assisted  during  the  week 
and  gave  excellent  service. 

Our  young  teachers'  meeting  held  last  August  was  well  attended, 
over  one  hundred  being  present. 

Our  directors'  convention  was  equally  satisfactory.  We  held  a 
two-days  session. 

We  think  the  new  act  allowing  pay  for  attendance  will  materially 
stimulate  it  as  directors  object  to  paying  their  own  expenses. 

Mercer  county  was  well  honored  at  the  recent  session  of  the  State 
Directors'  Association.  Rev.  Hassler,  of  Grove  City,  Pa.;  Rev.  Keif- 
fer,  of  Greenville,  Pa.,  and  A.  J.  McLaughry,  Esq.,  Sharon,  Pa.,  had 
a  position  on  the  program. 

We  leave  the  work  in  the  hands  of  a  young  man  well  worthy  to 
succeed  us. 

Thanking  the  Department  for  its  many  countesies,  we  beg  to  sub- 
mit our  final  report. 
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MIFFLIN  COUNTY— S.  L.  Hanawalt. 


We  are  pleased  to  report  that  our  schools  have  made  commendable 
progress  during  the  past  year.  Educational  interests  are  receiving 
increased  attention  on  the  part  of  our  people  generally.  This  is 
evident  from  the  interest  manifested  in  the  schools  and  in  the  local 
educational  meetings.  It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  note  the 
fidelity  of  our  teachers,  most  of  whom  seize  every  opportunity  to 
better  qualify  themselves  for  their  arduous  duties. 

Three  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  Two  are 
one-roomed  buildings,  taking  the  place  of  the  houses  destroyed  by 
fire  in  Union  and  Wayne  districts.  Both  are  substantially  built  and 
well  furnished. 

The  third  building  was  erected  in  Yeagertown,  Derry  district,  and 
is  among  the  most  modern  and  complete  in  the  county.  It  is  con- 
structed of  red  brick,  and  contains  eight  spacious  school  rooms,  large 
halls,  cloak  rooms,  and  on  the  second  floor  a  directors'  room  has  been 
provided.  The  Wills  system  of  heating  is  used  for  heating  and  ven- 
tilating. The  plumbing  is  sanitary  throughout.  The  total  cost  of 
the  building  and  furnishings  was  $16,000.  Suitable  dedicatory  ex- 
ercises were  held  January  7,  at  which  time  appropriate  addresses 
were  delivered  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Spangler  and  Rev.  J.  M.  Yeager,  D.  D., 
Mr.  W.  A.  Pike,  State  Secretary  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Ameri- 
cans, made  an  interesting  patriotic  address  and  in  the  name  of  Reeds- 
ville  and  Lewistown  councils  presented  a  beautiful  American  flag. 
The  Yeagertown  Cornet  Band  rendered  appreciative  services  by  the 
rendition  of  several  patriotic  selections.  The  occasion  will  long  be 
remembered  by  the  citizens  present. 

The  Patriotic  Sons  of  America  No.  4G2,  of  Lewistown,  presented 
three  large  flags  to  schools  in  Granville  township.  Public  exercises 
were  held  in  each  instance,  and  pupils,  patrons  and  friends  entered 
heartily  into  the  varied  programme  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  emblem 
of  our  National  liberty  will  be  unfurled  over  every  school  house. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held  in 
Lewistown,  November  21-25.  The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr. 
A.  B.  Van  Ormer,  Prof.  H.  U.  Roop,  S.  Y.  ( Jillan,  D.  C.  Murphy,  J.  W. 
Yoder,  and  Supts.  J.  M.  Coughlin  and  W.  W.  Stetson.  All  were  well 
qualified  to  impart  instruction,  and  the  work  presented  was  very 
practical  and  suited  to  our  need.  The  presence  of  pupils,  patrons 
and  directors  in  the  various  sessions  gave  much  encouragement. 
The  directors  met  for  conference  on  Wednesday,  as  usual. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  met  in 
Lewistown,   January  20-21,   1903.     About   one-half  of  the   director 
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body  responded  at  roll  call.  The  time  was  well  taken  in  discussing 
live  educational  topics.  Prof.  J.  A.  Myers,  of  Huntingdon,  and  Rev. 
R.  C.  Driscoe,  of  Milroy,  were  present  and  delivered  suggestive  ad- 
dresses. 

Glasses  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  in  Lewistown,  Mc- 
Veytown,  Armagh,  Brown,  Union  and  Menno  districts. 

In  submitting  this  final  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation 
to  the  Department  for  assistance,  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  citi- 
zens for  their  co-operation  and  numerous  courtesies  extended  and  to 
the  public  press  for  so  cheerfully  publishing  items  pertaining  to  the 
schools  of  the  county. 


MONROE  COUNTY— H.  L.  Walter. 


In  submitting  this,  my  sixth  annual  report,  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
the  stead}'  and  continued  progress  in  the  educational  affairs  of  our 
county,  the  increase  of  interest  in  our  public  schools,  and  the  spirit 
of  advancement  manifested  by  nearly  all  of  our  teachers.  Substan- 
tial results  were  attained  in  the  work  of  most  of  the  schools  during 
the  past  year,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done  ere  we  reach  the  ideal. 
With  but  few  exceptions,  the  teachers  have  shown  an  earnest,  con- 
scientious devotion  to  their  work.  A  large  majority  of  them  are 
subscribers  to  educational  papers  and  magazines,  and  are  abreast  of 
the  educational  ideas  eurrent.  A  few  lack  a  proper  conception  of 
what  real  teaching  is.  The  individual  schools  are  not,  and  never 
will  be  any  better  than  the  teachers  in  charge  of  those  schools. 
Where  good  teachers  are  employed,  we  usually  find  good  schools; 
where  the  teachers  are  incompetent,  or  inditferent  and  careless,  little 
is  accomplished,  the  pupils  being  deprived  of  most  of  the  benefits 
which  the  State  and  school  district  intended  to  provide  for  them. 
The  number  of  poor  teachers  is,  however,  being  gradually  lessened, 
the  importance  of  the  profession  being  more  and  more  realized  and 
appreciated  each  year. 

The  time  is  slowly  but  surely  coming  when  our  directors  will  be. 
able  to  discern  between  progressive  and  non-progressive  teachers. 
This  will  be  fully  accomplished  when  the  public  awakes  to  the  fact 
that  live  school  men  are  needed  to  serve  as  directors.  There  are, 
however,  a  goodly  number  of  directors  throughout  the  county  who 
show  the  proper  spirit  in  dealing  with  school  questions;  in  some  dis- 
tricts the  number  of  properly  qualified  directors  could  be  increased. 
This  is  wholly  due  to  a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  patrons  of 
the  schools  and  the  citizens  of  the  several  districts.  In  order  that 
we  may  reach  the  best  results  in  our  schools,  all  citizens  should  in- 
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terest  themselves  and  consider  it  a  personal  matter,  working  to- 
gether for  the  betterment  of  their  condition. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  in  the 
court  house,  at  Stroudsburg,  January  18,  1905,  a  larger  number  of 
directors  being  enrolled  than  in  the  preceding  year.  A  marked  in- 
terest was  manifested  in  the  discussion  of  the  various  subjects 
brought  before  the  convention...  The  meeting  was  successful,  nearly 
all  the  directors  present  taking  part,  and  many  valuable  ideas  were 
exchanged.     Much  good  should  result  from  these  gatherings. 

The  county  institute  held  at  Stroudsburg,  November  14-18,  was 
fully  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years.  Of  the  one  hundred  fifty- 
one  teachers  in  the  county,  all  were  enrolled  except  two.  One  was 
absent  on  account  of  sickness.  Indifference  is  the  only  reason  I 
can  assign  for  the  absence  of  the  other.  Those  in  attendance  were 
attentive  and  responsive.  The  interest  was  not  confined  to  the 
teachers  alone.  Many  professional  and  business  men,  and  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  and  county  were  interested  lis- 
teners during  the  week.  The  instructors  were  Miss  Julia  E.  Rogers, 
Professors  Alexander  Forbes,  Jonathan  Rigdon,  C.  B.  Gilbert,  O.  A. 
Thaxton,  Robert  Forsman  and  E.  L.  Kemp.  The  evening  lecturers 
were  Spillman  Riggs  and  Will  Carleton.  Two  entertainments  were 
given,  one  by  the  Alice  Carey  Concert  Co.,  and  the  other  by  the  Dun- 
bar Male  Quartet.     The  institute  was  highly  successful. 

Six  young  ladies  graduated  from  the  Stroudsburg  High  school; 
five  young  ladies  and  one  young  man  from  the  East  Stroudsburg 
High  School,  and  three  young  ladies  and  one  young  man  from  the 
Delaware  Water  Gap  High  School.  In  addition  to  this  number,  two 
pupils  from  Barrett  township  and  one  from  Smithfield  township  re- 
ceived diplomas  in  the  course  of  study  prescribed  by  the  county 
superintendent. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  county  superintendent  and  the  influence 
of  Hon.  J.  G.  Zern,  State  Senator,  the  Stroudsburg  high  school  was 
supplied  by  the  Commercial  Museum  of  Philadelphia  with  a  valuable 
collection  of  specimens  representing  the  mineral  and  vegetable 
9 kingdoms  of  the  world,  all  properly  labeled  with  both  the  common 
and  scientific  names.  To  properly  use  this  collection,  and  derive 
from  it  full  value  as  an  educational  medium,  will  require  much  study 
and  research  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils.  Works  on  natural 
science  and  encyclopaedias  will  have  to  be  constantly  consulted  to 
get  the  best  results.  The  eagerness  with  which  the  pupils  have  un- 
dertaken to  study  these  specimens,  and  their  desire  to  familiarize 
themselves  with  the  entire  collection  is  strong  evidence  of  its  value. 
No  more  substantial  gift  could  have  been  presented  to  the  district, 
fiDd  the  same  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  citizens  of  Stroudsburg. 
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My  work  as  County  Superintendent  closes  with  this  report,  but 
my  interest  in  the  future  prosperity  of  the  cause  of  education  is  by 
no  means  at  an  end.  I  appreciate  the  many  courtesies  shown  me 
during  my  supervision  of  the  schools.  The  friendly  feeling  and  har- 
mony that  existed  between  myself  and  the  directors,  teachers,  pupils 
and  parents,  will  always  be  recalled  by  me  with  great  pleasure.  I 
am  greatly  obliged  for  the  assistance  and  advice  given  me  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  I  extend  my  thanks  for  the 
work  done  by  the  press  of  the  county,  in  contributing  so  generously 
to  the  success  of  our  schools. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


During  the  present  busy  year,  the  same  growing  educational  sen- 
timent has  been  prominent  that  was  so  marked  a  feature  of  the  pre- 
vious year. 

There  are  six  hundred  seventy-seven  teachers  and  five  superin- 
tendents in  the  county.  Of  these,  four  hundred  and  twenty-three 
are  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  county  superintendent,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  of  them  holding  provisional  certificates. 

The  boroughs  of  Norristown,  Pottstown,  Conshohocken  and  the 
townships  of  Cheltenham  and  Lower  Merion,  constitute  the  districts 
that  have  their  own  superintendents,  and  this  accounts  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  teachers  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  county  superintendent. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  held  fourteen  examinations 
for  teachers  and  two  hundred  and  four  candidates  presented  them- 
selves.    Thirty-seven  of  these  failed  to  receive  certificates. 

The  superintendent  made  five  hundred  and  ninety-three  visits  to 
the  different  schools.  The  average  length  of  these  visits  was  one- 
half  hour,  but  some  were  from  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  two 
hours  in  length.  In  these  visits  the  teacher's  ability  was  noted 
and  considerable  effort  put  forth,  when  an  opportunity  presented 
itself,  to  advise,  aid  and  direct  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  in  their 
work.  In  the  majority  of  these  visits  he  was  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  directors.  It  was  an  excellent  chance  for  those  directors 
tc  gain  valuable  knowledge  of  the  schools  and  the  teachers. 

The  principal  educational  events  of  the  county  for  the  year  were 
the  four  local  institutes;  five  educational  meetings  for  furthering 
educational  work  of  the  county;  two  meetings  of  the  Directors' 
Association  of  Montgomery  county,  and  the  fiftieth  annual  session 
of  the  Teachers'  Institute.  All  these  were  largely  attended  by  the 
teachers,  pafynns  and  directors. 
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The  local  institutes,  held  in  various  districts  of  the  county,  served 
to  stimulate  both  teachers  and  directors  to  have  better  schools  and 
enable  the  general  public,  in  a  large  measure,  to  understand  the  work 
and  the  true  condition  of  their  schools. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  Auditorium  of  the 
high  school  building,  Norristown,  during  the  last  week  of  October, 
and  proved  interesting  and  instructive.  The  divided  institute  con- 
stituted the  new  feature  of  the  program.  The  three  sections,  high 
school,  grammar  school  and  primary  school,  were  satisfactorily  con- 
ducted during  the  mornings  of  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 
General  institute  work  characterized  the  remaining  sessions  of  the 
intsitute.  The  consensus  of  opinion  of  all  in  attendance  was  that 
this  was  the  best  institute  ever  held  in  the  county. 

The  success  of  the  institute  and  the  intense  interest  taken  by  the 
teachers  in  the  work,  were  due  chiefly  to  the  following  causes:  first, 
the  divided  institute,  allowing  all  grades  of  teachers  to  receive  just 
the  grade  of  instruction  needed;  second,  shorter  sessions,  conserving 
energy  and  preventing  the  weariness  attendant  upon  long  sessions; 
third,  having  only  three  instructors  during  each  session  so  prevent- 
ing hurry  and  crowding  of  topics  and  letting  each  subject  be  thor- 
oughly discussed;  and  lastly,  the  admirably  adapted  place  of  meeting. 

The  Norristown  school  board  in  granting  the  institute  the  privi- 
lege of  assembling  in  the  high  school  auditorium  conferred  an  ex- 
ceptional favor  upon  the  teachers  of  the  county  and  one  that  was 
greatly  appreciated.  It  was  an  incentive  to  best  work  to  meet 
among  beautiful  surroundings,  in  an  elegantly  furnished  and  ap- 
pointed building;  and  they  enjoyed,  in  addition,  perfect  ventilation 
and  well  regulated  admission  of  light,  comforts  that  they  had  not 
heretofore  enjoyed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Pottstown  in  the  future  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  law  of  June  28th,  1895,  permitting  cities  or  boroughs, 
having  not  less  than  fifty  teachers,  to  hold  separate  institutes  of 
their  own.  The  distance  from  Norristown,  the  usual  place  of  meet- 
ing, and  the  inconveniences  of  assembling  there,  are  given  as  the 
reasons,  and  she  deems  it  best  for  the  future  to  hold  separate  in- 
stitutes. We  hope  their  meetings  will  be  attended  with  much  suc- 
cess. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Lucy  L.  W.  Wilson,  Prof. 
Win.  C.  A.  Haminel,  Prof.  George  Leslie  Omwake,  Superv.  Prin. 
Emma  V.  Thomas,  Prof.  P.  M.  Pearson  and  Prof.  Wilmer  M.  Bean, 
Musical  Director.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Hon.  Fred.  Ikeler 
and  Dr.  Willetts.  The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  the  con- 
certs, Wallace  Bruce  Amsbary  Co.,  and  The  Copley  Square  Concert 
Company. 
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The  Directors'  Association  held  a  meeting  in  the  court  house, 
Thursday  morning  during  the  county  institute  and  met  in  the  after- 
noon with  the  teachers  in  the  Auditorium  of  the  high  school.  Dur- 
ing this  session  very  impressive  and  appropriate  tributes  were  given 
on  the  life  and  work  of  the  late  County  Superintendent  Reuben  F. 
Hoffecker.  The  entire  afternoon  Avas  devoted  to  this  tribute.  Those 
participating  were  County  Supt.  J.  Horace  Landis,  Principal  Warren 
K.  Kahn,  Rev.  F.  W.  Lockwood,  Mr.  George  Quigley,  Supt.  Jos.  K. 
Gotwals,  Supt.  W.  W.  Rupert,  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Phillips  and  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess. 

The  regular  annual  meetings  of  the  directors  of  the  county  was 
held  at  West  Point.  March  23.  There  were  three  sessions,  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening.  The  program  was  full  and  good,  and  the 
questions  discussed  were  up-to-date,  and  provoked  lively  debate. 
The  questions  discussed  were: 

What  is  the  best  method  of  examining  graduating  pupils? 

Should  agriculture  be  taught  in  rural  districts? 

Should  successful  experience  be  recognized  by  additional  salary? 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, addressed  the  convention,  and  was  also  the  lecturer  of  the 
evening.  In  both  of  these  talks  the  Dr.  gave  valuable  information 
and  aid  to  the  directors  respecting  school  administration.  They 
were  very  much  appreciated.  Superintendent  James  Coughlin,  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  also  addressed  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon  in  his 
usual  able  manner. 

Considerable  energy  has  been  shown  in  the  erection  of  new  school 
buildings,  and  the  remodeling  and  improving  of  old  ones.  At  Fran- 
conia,  a  new  school  building;  a  new  room  was  added  at  Gulf  Mills, 
Upper  Merion  township,  and  also  one  at  Oreland,  Springfield  town- 
ship; and  a  four-room  addition  made  to  the  Jenkintown  borough 
school.  In  Jenkintown,  the  improvement  is  complete,  commodious 
and  substantial,  and  has  all  modern  appointments.  There  are  other 
needed  improvements  in  the  buildings  of  a  number  of  districts  under 
consideration. 

The  question  of  attendance  in  the  more  rural  districts  is  a  problem 
requiring  immediate  solution.  In  a  few  of  these  districts  the  en- 
rollment list  is  small,  not  exceeding  a  dozen,  and  the  indications  are 
that  these  lists  will  be  less  each  succeeding  year,  while  the  enroll- 
ment of  borough  and  town  school  districts  is  steadily  increasing. 
The  time  is  here,  I  believe,  when  the  directors  should  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  of  the  act  of  1S97,  and  consolidate  these 
small  schools.  Surely,  where  there  is  a  dozen  pupils,  or  even  less  in 
;i  school,  the  enthusiasm  of  both  teacher  and  pupil  must  be  weak, 
and  as  a  consequence,  the  progress  is  not  commensurate  to  the  time 
and  money  spent  in  conducting  them. 
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The  examinations  of  the  graduating  classes  of  the  county  were 
greatly  simplified  this  year.  In  six  of  the  districts  of  the  lower  end 
of  the  county  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Supervising  Principals 
of  the  districts,  did  the  examining  and  reported  to  the  boards.  This 
plan  has  met  with  much  favor  and  satisfaction.  For  the  next  year 
the  same  system  may  be  adopted  in  some  of  the  other  districts,  but 
where  it  may  not  be  feasible,  this  plan  may  be  adopted  to  have  the 
teachers  of  a  district  or  a  group  of  districts,  having  the  same  length 
of  term,  to  conduct  the  examination,  and  forward  the  papers  to  the 
superintendent  that  he  may  examine  them  and  report  a  week  or 
two  later.  The  superintendent  to  furnish  all  the  questions.  There 
seems  to  exist  among  directors  and  teachers  a  strong  desire  to  adopt 
one  of  the  two  plans,  so  as  to  improve  on  the  old  unsatisfactory  one 
so  long  in  vogue. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  assistance,  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  for  their 
co-operation  and  to  the  public  press  for  their  interest  manifested  in 
popular  education. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Chas.  W.  Derr. 


In  this  my  third  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Montour  county, 
I  desire  to  submit  the  following. 

Believing  that  well  qualified  teachers  are  the  first  requisite  of  good 
schools,  the  examinations  were  made  as  rigid  as  the  conditions  would 
permit,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers 
to  supply  the  needs  of  our  schools. 

The  young  people  were  encouraged  to  fit  themselves  for  the  duties 
devolving  upon  them  in  the  school  room,  and  as  a  result  there  was  a 
continually  growing  attendance  of  our  student  teachers  at  the  differ- 
ent State  Normals  and  other  schools  of  high  grade  in  this  section  of 
the  State.  Our  older  teachers  endeavored  to  keep  up  their  studies, 
and  thus  fit  themselves  for  a  professional  grade  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  a  body  our  teachers  were  earnest  and  conscientious  in  their 
work  and  made  every  effort  to  improve  their  own  qualifications  and 
to  advance  the  pupils  under  their  instruction. 

The  course  of  study  introduced  into  the  rural  school  some  years 
ago  has  come  to  stay.  It  has  received  the  unanimous  indorsement 
of  the  teachers  and  directors  and  has  been  a  potent  factor  in  the 
advancement  of  our  schools. 

The  examination  for  county  diploma  was  held  on  April  1.  by  com- 
mittees appointed  by  the  superintendent.  The  questions  submitted 
for  these  examinations  were  uniform  through  the  county  and  the 
results  of  these  examinations  have  proved  satisfactory.    Sixty-four 
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applicants  were  examined  of  which  sixty  reached  the  required  stand- 
ard and  were  granted  diplomas.  I  am  aware  that  the  system  of 
gradation  in  the  rural  schools  is  open  to  criticism,  but  my  own  obser- 
vation for  the  past  three  years  convinces  me  that  it  stimulates  both 
pupils  and  teachers  and  must  prove  beneficial  to  the  school. 

Our  last  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning 
Monday,  November  28,  1904.  The  attendance  and  interest  were 
highly  gratifying. 

Our  instructors  included  Dr.  Gertrude  "Edmund,  of  Lowell,  Mass., 
Superintendent  James  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Prof.  Daniel 
Dieffenbacher,  of  Danville. 

All  of  the  instructors  rendered  effective  service  and  the  occasion 
was  one  of  unprecedented  interest  and  profit. 

A  series  of  local  institutes  was  held  during  the  school  term  for 
every  district,  and  the  attendance  of  teachers  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested in  the  exercises  by  the  people  generally  were  encouraging 
features  of  the  years  work. 

On  closing  this  report,  I  owe  to  the  Department  my  thanks  for 
many  favors  received,  to  the  press  of  the  country  for  a  loyal  con- 
tinuance of  their  confidence  and  respect,  and  to  the  people  at  large, 
directors,  teachers  and  pupils  all,  for  expressions  of  good  feeling  and 
loyalty,  all  of  which  inspires  me  to  do  the  best  work  for  the  county 
that  is  possible  to  do. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— H.  K.  Bender. 


The  schools  of  Northampton  county  have  done  good  work  during 
the  year  that  has  just  closed.  While  no  marked  changes  have  taken 
place,  there  has  been  steady  improvement  in  the  methods  used,  in  the 
text  books  adopted,  in  the  school  buildings  constructed,  and  in  the 
apparatus  furnished.  The  teachers  as  a  body  did  good  faithful 
work.  Y\"hile  this  is  true  of  a  large  majority  of  them,  it  can  not  be 
said  of  all  of  them.  On  account  of  the  increase  of  the  number  of 
schools  and  the  scarcity  of  teachers,  it  was  necessary  to  employ 
man}'  persons  who  had  never  taught  before;  but  a  majority  of  these 
beginners  had  been  in  school  preparing  themselves  for  teaching  and 
did  good  work. 

Quite  a  number  of  teachers  resigned  during  the  term  to  fill  better 
paying  positions  in  some  other  line  of  work.  These  positions  were 
mostly  filled  by  younger  and  inferior  teachers  who  could  not  have 
passed  the  regular  examination,  but  were  granted  certificates  in 
order  to  fill  the  schools. 

The  female  teacher  is  very  rapidly  displacing  the  male  teacher, 
even  in  rural  districts.     In  some  of  the  districts  a  few  vears  aj^o,  thev 
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would  not  employ  a  lady  teacher,  on  the  supposition  that  they  could 
not  manage  a  mixed  school.  A  wonderful  change  for  the  better  has 
taken  place  in  these  townships  since  the  youirg  lady  normal  gradu- 
ate has  taken  charge  of  these  schools.  The  young  lady  has  brought 
more  sympathy,  more  sunshine,  more  refinement  to  these  country 
boys  and  girls,  and  I  find  they  are  very  quick  to  respond  to  these 
gentler  means  of  control.  There  has  been  a  decrease  of  6^  per  cent, 
in  the  number  of  male  teachers  employed,  and  an  increase  of  14  per 
cent,  in  the  number  of  female  teachers  employed. 

Our  teaching  force  during  the  year  consisted  of  three  hundred 
fourteen  (314)  teachers,  one  hundred  seventy-six  (176)  of  which  are 
males;  one  hundred  thirty-eight  (138)  females.  Nine  (9)  are  college 
graduates;  one  hundred  thirty-four  (134)  normal  graduates.  Sev- 
enty-one (71)  hold  permanent  certificates;  twenty-one  (21),  profes- 
sional certificates;  and  seventy -nine  (79)  provisional  certificates. 
Twenty-six  (26)  had  no  previous  experience  and  one  hundred  eighty- 
five  (185)  had  taught  five  or  more  terms. 

The  forty-second  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was 
held  the  week  of  October  24,  in  the  Easton  high  school  building. 
Five  hundred  four  (504)  teachers  were  enrolled,  ten  (10)  being  absent. 
The  following  were  the  instructors:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  M.  G. 
Brumbaugh,  Dr.  F.  M.  McMurry  and  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp.  This  was  the 
most  expensive  institute  ever  held  in  the  county,  but  the  teachers 
cheerfully  paid  the  extra  twenty -five  cents  added  to  the  registration 
fee,  as  they  all  pronounced  it  the  best  institute  ever  held. 

We  held  six  local  institutes  at  central  points  in  the  county.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  by  pupils,  patrons  and  teachers. 

The  influence  of  these  local  institutes  is  more  far  reaching  in  its 
effect  than  most  people  imagine,  as  it  is  here  where  patron  and 
teacher  come  in  close  touch  and  learn  to  know  each  other  better. 

I  made  three  hundred  seventeen  (317)  visits  in  all.  I  had  intended 
to  make  more,  but  was  sick  during  January,  hence  could  not. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  but  one  once  and  a  few  the  second  time. 
The  one  I  did  not  visit  was  closed  when  I  made  my  visit  to  that  dis- 
trict. In  many  of  the  districts,  I  was  accompanied  by  some  of  the 
directors. 

Seven  public  and  two  special  examinations  were  held  for  teachers. 

One  hundred  thirty-four  (134)  applicants  were  examined.  Sev- 
enty-seven were  granted  provisional  certificates;  and  twenty-two  (22) 
professional  certificates.  Thirty-five  (35)  were  rejected.  We  also 
held  four  examinations  for  those  pupils  who  had  completed  the 
county  course. 

The  second  annual  School  Directors'  Association  of  Northampton 
county  was  held  in  the  court  house,  Easton,  January  24, 1905.  There 
were  about  one  hundred  (100)  directors  present.     It  was  a  fetormy 
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day,  hence  some  of  Hie  speakers  could  nol  be  present.  Trof.  Owen 
of  Lafayette  College  was  the  principal  speaker.  The  rest  of  the  t  inn- 
was  occupied  by  the  various  members  of  the  association. 

It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  report  that  two  of  our  teachers  have 
been  summoned  from  our  number  by  the  Great  Teacher  to  receive 
that  reward  which  is  promised  to  all  the  good  and  faithful. 

William  C.  Mover,  of  Upper  Mt.  Bethel  township,  died  December 
24,  1903.  Mr.  Moyer  was  a  very  promising  young  teacher  aged  21 
years. 

William  E.  Ivey  one  of  Easton's  most  successful  teachers  died 
January  2, 1904,  aged  35  years. 

Since  this  is  my  final  report  as  Superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  Northampton  county,  I  will  embrace  this  opportunity  to  thank 
every  one  for  the  hearty  co-operation  that  has  been  given  me  during 
my  six  years  incumbency.  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  the  good  people 
of  Northampton  county,  to  the  directors,  teachers,  the  school  chih 
dren,  and  also  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their 
kindly  counsel  and  instruction. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Benjamin  Apple. 


In  submitting  this,  my  sixth  and  final  report,  of  the  conditions  of 
the  schools  of  Northumberland  county,  I  am  very  happy,  after  a  re- 
trospective view  of  the  past  six  years'  work,  to  be  able  to  say  that 
our  schools  have  made  steady  growth  all  along  the  line  of  school 
work. 

While  there  are  many  things  which  might  have  been  done  better, 
yet  there  is  at  the  same  time  a  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  faithful 
and  conscientious  work  has  been  done  during  the  whole  time,  and 
we  can  see  that  the  educational  interests  of  the  schools  have  ad- 
vanced. 

I  claim  no  undue  proportion  of  credit  for  the  condition  of  the 
schools  as  they  now  are,  nor  for  the  progress  made  in  them  from 
year  to  year.  I  have  been  ably  assisted  by  many  earnest  and  well 
qualified  directors,  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  for  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation challenge  admiration.  I  have  also  had  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  as  worthy  and  self-sacrificing  teachers  as  are  found  in  any 
county  of  the  State.  Most  of  the  success  of  the  work  done  in  the 
schools  is  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  this  noble  band  of  teachers.  I 
only  ask  to  be  remembered  as  having  conscientiously  tried  to  do  my 
part  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  schools,  that  the  boys  and  girls 
may  be  trained  to  true  manhood  and  womanhood. 
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Excluding  the  live  independent  school  districts,  we  have  now  in 
force  in  this  county  1)1  provisional,  20  professional,  38  permanent 
certificates  and  58  State  normal  and  college  diplomas. 

Our  county  institutes  have  been  a  wonderful  force  for  good  in  the 
county,  and  our  people  are  aware  of  their  influence  and  believe  in 
them  thoroughly.  Aside  from  their  educational  value,  they  are 
worth  all  they  cost,  in  their  social  and  inspiring  influence  upon  the 
teachers. 

The  last  one  was  held  in  the  court  house,  Sunbury,  Pennsylvania, 
December  19-23,  1904.  In  numbers  and  permanent  value  it  compared 
favorably  with  any  of  those  preceding  it.  The  instructors  were  as 
follows:  Dr.  F.  B.  Pearson,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Dr.  Robert  J.  Ale}-,  Department  of  Mathematics,  Indiana  Uni- 
versity, Bloomington,  Ind.;  Prof.  Franklin  S.  Edmonds,  former  Pro- 
fessor of  History,  Central  High  School,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania; 
Dr.  John  B.  Focht,  President  of  Susquehanna  University;  Hon.  John 
Q.  Stewart,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania ; 
Professor  F.  C.  Moyer,  Musical  Director,  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 

The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  given  by  Dr.  A.  B. 
Reiker,  the  Arion  Male  Quartette,  Frank  Dixon  and  the  "Roney's 
Boys"  Concert  Company. 

Both  the  day  sessions  and  the  evening  entertainments  were 
largely  attended  by  citizens,  and  much  general  interest  in  school 
work  was  manifested. 

The  County  Director's  Association  met  with  the  institute  during 
the  Wednesday  afternoon  session  and  was  ably  addressed  by  Hon. 
J.  Q.  Stewart. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  County  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  the  court  house,  Sunbury,  Penna.,  January  26,  1905.  The  attend- 
ance was  good,  interest  deep,  and  live  educational  topics  discussed. 
The  convention  was  favored  with  able  addresses  by  State  Superin- 
tendent Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  and  Superintendent  James  Coughlin, 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

The  Directors'  Association  is  a  valuable  factor  in  the  school  work 
of  the  county.  It  furnishes  opportunity  to  compare  educational  fa- 
cilities in  the  different  districts  and  leads  to  a  healthy  rivalry  in  the 
line  of  progress.  Its  meetings  should  be  attended  by  every  director 
who  can  possibly  be  present. 

Our  series  of  local  institutes  held  in  different  sections  of  the 
county  were  the  most  largely  attended  of  any  in  our  educational  his- 
tory, and  I  believe  them  to  be  the  most  powerful  agency  we  have  in 
the  county  for  the  benefit  of  its  educational  interests,  and  trust 
that  their  influence  may  continue  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  proper 
sentiment  for  good  schools. 

Many  of  our  teachers  worked  faithfully,  holding  entertainments 
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and  collecting  money  in  various  ways  to  build-up  our  school  libraries. 
We  are  awakening  to  the  fad  that  a  good  library  in  every  school  in 
the  county  is  not  only  desirable  but  entirely  possible.  A  large  num- 
ber of  libraries  were  founded  during  the  last  three  years.  School 
boards  should  lend  every  encouragement  to  teachers  in  their  efforts 
to  create  a  desire  for  good  reading  on  the  part  of  their  pupils.  No 
more  valuable  work  can  be  done  than  to  bring  to  the  minds  of  the 
pupils  the  wealth  and  beauty  of  our  best  literature. 

With  this  report  my  labors  as  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  of  Northumberland  county  cease.  Not  desiring  to  continue 
in  school  work,  I  was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election,  and  so  I  resign 
the  responsibilities,  and  whatever  else  pertains  to  the  office,  to  my 
successor,  Prof.  W.  W.  Fetzer.  Professor  Fetzer  is  in  every  way 
worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

In  severing  our  official  relations  we  take  with  us  many  pleasant 
recollections,  and  desire  to  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  teachers, 
directors,  patrons  and  pupils  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy 
shown  us  during  our  terms  of  office,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  support,  advice  and  assistance. 


PERRY  COUNTY— E.  H.  Bryner. 


With  the  first  Monday  in  June  another  year  closes  the  work  of 
the  schools  of  this  county.  The  work  is  progressing  with  a  band  of 
hard  working,  earnest  and  for  the  most  part,  capable  teachers,  who 
left  their  schools  at  the  close  of  the  term  much  in  advance  of  what 
they  were  when  they  took  hold  of  the  reins. 

To  cultivate  anything,  be  it  a  plant,  an  animal  or  a  mind,  is  to 
make  it  grow.  The  purpose  of  the  end  of  the  public  schools  is 
growth  and  expansion.  It  is  to  aid  in  fitting  boys  and  girls  for  the 
battle  of  life. 

The  boy  who  does  what  he  can  to  unfold  all  his  powers  and  capaci- 
ties, becomes  a  well  proportioned,  vigorous  man. 

Education  is  a  practical  thing,  it  proposes  as  one  of  it's  chief  ends 
to  fit  for  action,  and  to  make  boys  and  girls  efficient  in  whatever 
they  undertake;  to  train  them  to  firmness  of  purpose  and  to  fruit- 
fulness  of  resource  in  common  life. 

We  again  wish  to  impress  upon  our  teachers  the  importance  of 
grammar  and  correct  pronunciation.  We  are  training  boys  and 
girls  who  are  to  be  the  men  and  women  of  the  future  and  we  do  not 
want  it  to  be  said  of  them  that  "they  cannot  open  their  lips  without 
breaking  a  rule  of  grammar  and  without  showing  in  their  dialect  the 
want  of  cultivation."     And  these  same  people  will  not  be  able  to 
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take  the  place  to  which,  perhaps  their  native  good  sense  entitles 
them. 

Grammar  and  correct  pronunciation  are  necessary;  they  are  not 
trifles,  they  are  not  superfluous,  to  any  class  of  people. 

The  several  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  and  every- 
where the  greatest  interest  was  manifested.  These  institutes  are  an 
important  factor  in  fostering  a  healthy  and  progressive  interest 
wherever  held. 

The  largest  classes  in  the  history  of  the  county  were  graduated 
from  our  principal  boroughs,  and  the  exercises  at  the  various  com- 
mencements at  which  they  received  their  diplomas  were  very  credit- 
ably carried  out. 

The  New  Bloomfield  Academy  with  the  new  year  will  take  on  a 
new  lease  of  life,  under  a  new  management,  and  under  a  new  and 
enlarged  faculty;  it  will  in  the  future  be  better  equipped  and  better 
able  to  take  care  of  and  prepare  our  boys  and  girls  for  college  and 
the  profession  of  teaching. 

A  most  successful  county  institute  was  held  during  the  first  week 
in  December.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  C.  T.  Mc- 
Farlane,  Dr.  A.  M.  Van  Ormer,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Baer,  Superintendent 
L.  E.  McGinnes,  Hon.  F.  C.  Bowersox,  Dr.  Joseph  F.  Barton.  Even- 
ing attractions:  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  The  Harmony  Lady  Quartette  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Ora  Samuel  Gray,  Carmen  Italian  Boys  and  Elbert  Foland. 

In  accordance  with  an  act  passed  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature it  becomes  necessary  for  the  county  superintendent  to  call 
together  in  annual  session  the  County  Association  of  School  Direc- 
tors. This  act  makes  it  incumbent  upon  the  directors  to  attend 
such  convention,  for  which  they  are  allowed  the  sum  of  two  dollars 
per  diem  and  mileage  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  mile,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  district.  But  the  expense  shall  not  be  paid 
for  more  than  two  days  at  any  annual  convention. 

.In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  counsel  and  assistance,  and  to  the 
directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  our  school  system,  as  well  as  to 
the  newspapers  of  the  county  for  their  many  courtesies  to  me  ex- 
tended. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


In  submitting  this,  my  third  annual  report  of  school  conditions 
in  Pike  county,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that,  although  there 
has  been  no  remarkable  advancement  in  our  educational  interests, 
the  progress  has  been  steady  and  of  a  healthful  kind  due  to  the 
retention  of  our  experienced  teachers  which  was  made  possible  by 
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the  $35  minimum  salary  law,  to  the  standard  of  qualifications  re- 
quired, and  to  the  insistence  upon  improvement  in  methods  of  teach- 
ing. Only  eight  and  one-third  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  had  no 
previous  experience,  as  against  seventeen  per  cent,  last  year  and 
twenty  per  cent,  the  year  before. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Greene,  Palmyra,  Delaware  and 
Blooming  Grove  districts  adopted  graded  courses  of  study,  the  wis- 
dom of  which  was  shown  by  the  results  of  the  examinations  held  for 
the  common  school  diploma.  Twenty-five  pupils  took  these  exam- 
inations, fourteen  of  whom  passed  successfully.  It  is  a  fact  worth 
noting  that  all  of  these  pupils  came  from  the  districts  that  had 
accepted  the  graded  course  of  study,  thus  showing  their  greater 
efficiency  over  the  schools  that  had  not  adopted  it.  Next  year  we 
hope  to  report  every  ungraded  school  as  having  accepted  this  course. 

Eleven  public  and  six  special  examinations  were  held  during  the 
year  at  which  eighty-one  applicants  were  examined,  forty-six  of 
whom  received  provisional  certificates,  one  received  a  professional 
certificate,  and  thirty-four  were  rejected. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Milford,  October  24-28.  Sixty- 
three  of  the  sixty-nine  teachers  then  teaching  were  enrolled  and  in 
attendance  throughout  the  week.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were 
Prof.  Frank  S.  Fox,  Prof.  James  M.  Coughlin  and  Dr.  John  M.  Yetter. 

Believing  that  the  local  institute  could  be  made  the  means  of  in- 
creasing not  only  the  professional  zeal  of  the  teachers  but  the  in- 
terest of  the  patrons  as  well,  the  county  was  divided  into  districts 
and  committees  named  to  make  arrangements  for  the  holding  of 
these  institutes.  We  succeeded  in  holding  three,  one  in  Shohola,  one 
in  Dingman's  Ferry  and  one  in  Greentown,  the  last  named  being  an 
especially  interesting  one,  directors,  patrons  and  teachers  engaging 
in  the  discussions. 

Through  the  efforts  of  our  representative,  Hon.  John  D.  Houck, 
two  geographical  collections  were  secured  from  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  Museum  which  were  placed  in  the  high  schools  at  Mil- 
ford  and  Matamoras.  The  promise  of  a  third  collection  for  the  high 
school  at  Dingman's  Ferry  was  secured,  but  we  regret  exceedingly 
to  report  that  a  quorum  of  the  board  failed  to  vote  for  its  accept- 
ance either  through  a  lack  of  appreciation  of  such  a  collection  or 
through  an  overdrawn  desire  for  economy. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  county  school  directors  was  held 
in  Milford,  December  5-6.  Only  nineteen  of  the  sixty-six  directors 
answered  to  roll-call.  However,  now  that  the  directors  are  to  re- 
ceive remuneration  sufficient  to  at  least  defray  their  expenses,  we 
hope  for  a  larger  attendance  next  year. 

Death  invaded  our  ranks  during  the  year  claiming  two  of  our 
most  progressive  and  efficient  teachers,  John  H.  Shilling  of  Ding- 
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man's  Ferry  and  Dorothy  Rochette,  of  Milford.  Both  of  these 
teachers  exerted  an  ennobling  influence  in  their  schools  and  in  the 
communities  in  which  they  lived.  They  were  greatly  beloved  by 
their  pupils  and  are  now  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  thanks  to  the  teachers  and  direc- 
tors for  the  co-operation  and  hospitality  accorded  me,  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  counsel  and  advice  pertaining  to  my 
office,  and  to  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  toward  the 
promotion  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 


POTTER  COUNTY— O.  A.  Kilbourn. 


In  looking  over  the  work  of  the  past  school  year  in  Potter  county 
1  find  much  that  is  encouraging.  While  I  cannot  say  that  there  has 
been  "a  great  stride  forward"  along  any  particular  line,  yet  I  can 
report  what  is  better,  a  gradual,  forward  movement  along  all  lines. 
Our  schools  without  doubt  are,  as  they  certainly  ought  to  be,  in 
better  condition  to-day  than  ever  before.  The  good  effects  of  the 
minimum  salary  law  are  already  apparent.  This  law  increased 
wages  in  eighteen  of  our  thirty-one  districts,  bringing  the  average 
for  the  county  up  to  $41.12  per  month.  Directors  generally  are 
making  greater  efforts  to  secure  well  qualified  teachers  and  our 
teachers  seem  to  realize  that  higher  salaries  call  for  better  teaching 
and  are  striving  harder  than  ever  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  best 
educational  thought.  We  necessarily  have  many  young  teachers; 
and  while  all  of  these  have  made  some  special  preparation  and  are  as 
a  rule  well  qualified  educationally,  still  they  are  inexperienced  and 
there  is  always  an  element  of  uncertainty  as  to  their  success.  For 
such  as  these  the  minimum  salary  is  probably  not  too  low.  But 
after  a  year's  work,  the  young  teacher  who  has  demonstrated  her 
ability  should  be  retained  for  another  year  at  an  advance  in  salary, 
while  those  whose  work  has  not  been  satisfactory  should  be  left 
free  to  make  better  preparation  or  to  enter  some  other  profession. 
I  believe  that  one  of  the  most  harmful  elements  in  the  management 
of  our  rural  schools  is  the  frequent  change  of  teachers.  Many  of 
our  best  teachers  are  drafted  away  from  our  schools  every  year. 
Their  places  are  usually  filled  with  inexperienced  teachers  who  in 
turn  are  attracted  elsewhere  if  they  show  that  their  services  are 
valuable.  Thus  our  children  are  not  only  at  the  disadvantage  of 
being  taught  by  teachers  of  little  experience,  but  they  lose  the 
benefit  that  comes  from  close  and  continued  contact  with  a  strong 
personality. 
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During  the  year  ten  public  and  eighteen  special  examinations  for 
teachers'  provisional  certificates  were  held  at  which  291  applicants 
were  examined  and  82  rejected.  The  final  examinations  for  pupils 
completing  the  county  course  of  study  were  held  on  April  29. 
Twenty-six  pupils  passed  the  examinations  and  were  granted  the 
county  diploma. 

The  total  number  of  visits  to  schools  made  during  the  year  was 
252,  all  the  schools  of  the  county  being  visited  once,  except  five, 
which  were  closed  when  I  was  in  their  vicinity.  Several  schools 
were  visited  twice  and  a  few  three  times.  These  visits  varied  in 
length  from  a  short  call  to  an  entire  half-day  session.  On  most 
occasions  a  few  minutes  were  taken  for  a  short  talk  to  the  children 
designed  to  inspire  them  to  greater  efforts  in  their  work  and  to 
encourage  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  their  schools  and  their  teachers. 
Good  work  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  was  often  openly  commended, 
and,  if  adverse  criticism  seemed  called  for,  occasion  was  found  for 
a  personal  conference  with  the  teacher.  The  spirit  in  which  the 
suggestions  thus  given  were  almost  invariably  received  was  most 
gratifying,  indicating  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  to 
profit  by  such  suggestions  and  to  co-operate  with  the  superintendent 
to  secure  the  best  possible  results. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Coudersport,  October  17 
to  21,  and  was  considered  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  county.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  of  Boston,  Dr.  Ruric  N.  Roark,  of 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  Miss  Maud  Willis,  of  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  and 
Prof.  S.  G.  Smith,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  For  the  evening  entertain- 
ments we  had  Dr.  Winship,  Will  Carleton,  The  Cleveland  Ladies' 
Orchestra  and  the  Dunbar  Company.  Eight  local  institutes  were 
held  during  the  year  at  central  points  in  different  sections  of 
the  county.  These  were  managed  by  the  leading  teachers  of  the 
county  and  as  a  rule  were  well  attended  both  by  teachers  and  the 
public.  The  County  Directors'  Association  was  held  at  Coudersport, 
December  20  and  21.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Dr.  D.  J.  Wal- 
ler, Jr.  The  semi-annual  session  of  the  County  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  Coudersport,  February  24  and  25. 

New  houses  were  built  during  the  year  in  Galeton  borough  and  the 
townships  of  Harrison,  Portage  and  Roulette.  The  Galeton  build- 
ing is  of  brick  and  contains  four  school  rooms.  The  building  at 
Harrison  Valley  in  Harrison  township  replaces  the  one  destroyed 
by  fire  last  year.  It  is  built  of  brick,  contains  six  rooms  and  is  pro- 
bably the  best  township  building  in  the  county.  In  the  village  of 
Roulette,  in  Roulette  township,  the  building  was  enlarged  to  twice 
its  original  size,  making  eight  rooms  in  all,  only  six  of  which  are 
used  at  present.  A  township  high  school  has  been  established  at 
Roulette,  making  three  such  schools  in  the  county. 
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On  November  1,  the  primary  school  building  in  Austin  borough 
was  destroyed  by  fire  with  all  its  contents,  the  children  barely  es- 
caping with  their  lives.  The  school  was  interrupted  only  a  few  days, 
being  resumed  in  some  vacant  rooms  in  the  village. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Geo.  W.  Weiss. 


Five  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  past  year  by 
the  directors  of  the  following  districts:  Porter,  three;  McAdoo  and 
Wayne. 

Porter  built  a  new  one-story  frame  one-room  or  annex  to  Sheri 
day  school  house,  32  by  31  feet,  ceiling  14  feet.  It  has  seven  win 
dows,  cloak  rooms  in  connection  with  the  main  room.  It  is  wains 
coted  to  the  height  of  four  feet.  It  has  new  patent  desks,  and  new 
slate  surface.    It  has  plenty  heat  and  light. 

The  school  houses  or  annexes  to  the  main  buildings  in  Orwin  and 
in  Reiner  City  are  similar  in  size  and  improvements  as  the  one  erect- 
ed at  Sheridan.  All  the  buildings  reflect  great  credit  on  the  direct- 
ors of  Porter  township. 

The  school  directors  of  McAdoo  erected  one  four-room  building  or 
annex  to  the  Hancock  street  school  building  in  McAdoo  borough. 
It  is  a  frame,  four-room,  two-story  annex.  It  has  two  rooms  on  the 
first  floor  and  two  rooms  on  the  second  floor.  It  is  nicely  furnished 
with  new  paternt  desks,  and  new  slate  surface.  It  is  wainscoted 
to  the  height  of  four  feet.  It  has  plenty  of  heat  and  light.  It  is  a 
fine  building  and  reflects  credit  on  the  directors  of  McAdoo. 

The  directors  of  Wayne  township  built  a  one-story  one-room  frame 
building  at  Long  Run.  It  is  a  good  sized  building,  with  plenty  of 
beat  and  light.  It  has  been  furnished  with  new  patent  desks  and 
new  slate  surface.  It  is  wainscoted  to  the  height  of  four  feet.  It 
bas  a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms.  It  also  has  the  necessary  out- 
buildings newly  erected.  In  short,  the  building  is  a  credit  to  the 
school  directors  of  Wayne  township. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  public  school  libraries  in  Schuylkill 
county  with  the  number  of  volumes  in  each  library:  Auburn,  103; 
Branch,  150;  Cressona,  500;  Delano,  550;  Frackville,  500;  Frailey, 
550;  Gilberton,  300,  (three  libraries  each  containing  130);  Girard- 
ville,  745;  Hegins  at  Valley  View,  200,  and  Hegins,  100;  Kline,  90; 
McAdoo,  100;  Minersville,  700;  Mount  Carbon,  11;  Orwigsburg,  500; 
Pine  Grove,  1,300;  Port  Carbon,  350;  Port  Clinton,  227;  Rahn,  760, 
lin  four  libraries);  Reilly,  366,  (in  four  libraries);  Rush,  25;  St. 
Clair,  150;  Schuylkill  Haven,  4S0;  Tower  City,  500;  Tremont  Boro, 
812;  Tremont  township,  655,  (in  three  libraries);  Union,  224;  East 
Union,  at  Oneida,  312;  North  Union,  25;  Yorkville,  50. 
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The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Academy  of 
Music  at  Pottsville,  October  17,  18,  19,  20  and  21,  11)04.  During  the 
day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Dr.  Byron 
W.  King,  Dr.  P.  M.  Pearson,  Dr.  S.  A.  Baer,  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel, 
Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Dr.  W.  W.  Dea  trick  and  Professor  Jere.  March. 
An  evening  lecture  was  delivered  by  Howard  W.  Dubois.  Musical 
entertainments  were  given  by  the  Boston  Comedy  Orchestra,  the 
European-American  Recital  Company,  and  the  Campanari  Company. 
It  was  a  large  and  well  attended  county  institute. 

I  heartily  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  the  public 
press  of  the  county,  the  directors,  the  teachers,  and  the  friends  of 
education  for  their  numberless  courtesies,  their  valuable  co-opera- 
tion and  the  efficient  service  which  they  have  rendered  the  cause 
of  education. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— Geo.  W.  Walborn. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed  we  have  again  failed  to  realize 
our  highest  ideals  with  respect  to  effort  put  forth  on  the  part  of  all 
concerned,  and  consequently  we  have  fallen  short  of  attaining  that 
state  of  efficiency  in  our  schools,  which  can  be  reached  only  by  an 
increased  amount  of  intelligent  effort  and  a  consecrated  devotion  to 
every  duty  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  our  schools,  but  I  am  glad 
to  report  that,  with  few  exceptions,  there  has  been  steady  improve- 
ment, and  as  a  whole,  there  has  been  much  more  accomplished  than 
in  the  preceding  year. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  graded  course  of  study  was  adopted 
in  all  the  country  districts  but  one.  Teachers'  meetings  were  held  in 
all  the  districts  of  the  county  before  the  opening  of  the  schools  with 
the  objects  in  view  of  giving  helpful  suggestions  to  inexperienced 
teachers  and  of  getting  all  the  teachers  interested  in  the  new 
course  of  study.  These  meetings  were  attended  by  nearly  all  the 
teachers  and  by  many  of  the  directors  and  patrons*. 

Even  though  several  of  the  schools  have  failed  to  come  up  to  our 
expectations,  we  after  all  have  reasons  to  feel  encouraged,  for  the 
great  majority  of  both  teachers  and  pupils  have  prosecuted  their 
work  with  more  zeal  and  energy  than  ever  before  and  the  increased 
efficiency  of  their  schools  attained  during  the  past  term  has  already 
richly  rewarded  us  for  the  efforts  put  forth  toward  systematizing 
their  work.  We  realize,  however,  that  a  graded  course  of  study 
cannot  take  the  place  of  well  qualified  teachers.  The  Minimum 
Salary  Bill  is  bringing  us  more  applicants  and  this  gives  us  an  op 
portunity  of  keeping  out  those  who  have  but  little  or  no  prepara 
lion  for  the  profession. 
8—5—1905 
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During  the  examinations  for  provisional  certificates,  exactly  one- 
half  of  the  applicants  were  rejected,  some  of  them  were  old  teachers 
who  were  going  backward  instead  of  forward.  Unfortunately  we 
have  some  teachers  holding  life  certificates  whose  lack  of  interest 
in  their  work  should  cause  directors  to  refuse  to  employ  them  any 
longer.  The  moment  a  teacher  loses  interest  and  ceases  to  be  a 
student,  he  crosses  the  "dead-line"  and  those  in  authority  should 
compel  him  to  submit  to  a  professional  burial. 

The  forty-seventh  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  court 
house  at  Middleburg,  November  21-25.  All  the  teachers  were  pres- 
ent but  one. 

Dr.  Nevel  Euric  Koark,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal, 
Hon.  F.  C.  Bowersox  and  Miss  Maude  Willis  were  the  instructors. 

The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows:  A  lecture  by  Dr.  Leon 
C.  Prince,  an  elocutionary  entertainment  by  Miss  Willis,  a 
concert  by  the  Parker  Concert  Company,  and  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Eoark. 
The  court  house  was  much  too  small  to  accommodate  the  throngs 
of  people  that  gathered  there,  but  at  the  day  and  evening  sessions, 
remarks  were  heard  on  all  sides  that  this  was  the  best  institute 
ever  held  in  Middleburg. 

Five  joint  institutes  were  held  during  the  school  term,  all  of  which 
were  well  attended  by  the  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  directors  convened  in  the  court 
house  at  Middleburg  Juanyar  5  and  6.  Sixty-six  of  the  one  hundred 
and  eight  directors  were  present.  Much  interest  was  manifested  by 
all  the  directors  present. 

It  is  a  pity  that  some  directors  absent  themselves  from  these 
meetings  simply  for  the  sake  of  saving — as  they  think — several  dol- 
lars for  their  respective  districts.  Such  action  generally  has  a  bad 
effect  upon  the  schools  they  are  supposed  to  represent. 

Adams  township  has  graduated  six,  and  Perry  township  nine 
from  the  public  school  course.  The  graduating  exercises  in  the 
country  districts  are  excellent  incentives  for  better  schools. 

The  increased  number  of  visits  to  the  schools  by  directors  and 
patrons,  the  attention  given  by  teachers  and  pupils  to  cleanliness 
and  the  beautifying  of  their  school  rooms  and  school  grounds,  the 
more  regular  attendance  of  pupils,  and  the  increased  interest  taken 
in  our  schools  by  the  public  in  general,  are  among  the  hopeful  signs 
for  better  results  in  our  schools,  and  hence  we  are  looking  hopefully 
into  the  future. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


After  a  careful  examination  of  the  work  of  the  past  year  it  is  en- 
couraging to  be  able  to  report  that  the  conditions  of  our  schools 
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lias  been  gradually  improving.  This  gradual  improvement  has  been 
marked  by  fewer  changes  <>r  teachers  and  the  employment  of  a 
greater  number  of  experienced  ones. 

The  majority  of  our  teachers  have  exhibited  greater  earnestness  in 
their  work  and  have  met  with  success.  Some  are  well  qualified  while 
others  have  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  the  common  school  branches. 
Nearly  all,  however,  are  making  efforts  to  improve  along  lines  both 
professional  and  general.  Many  feel  that  it  is  necessary  that  they 
possess  a  knowledge  of  educational  movements  and  a  familiarity 
with  the  progress  of  educational  research.  Hence,  we  have  more 
who  read  pedagogical  literature,  more  who  take  a  deep  interest  in 
teachers'  meetings,  more  who  are  a  source  of  inspiration  to  their 
pupils  and  more  who  labor  to  arouse  educational  enthusiasm  among 
the  citizens  whom  they  serve.  I  take  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say 
that  our  teachers,  as  a  class,  deserve  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
every  friend  of  education  in  our  country. 

The  directors  are  stimulating  the  educational  zeal  of  the  teachers 
by  recognizing  their  efforts  in  the  gradation  of  salaries.  The  pro- 
curing of  abler  and  more  experienced  teachers  has  been  made  pos- 
sible through  the  payment  of  higher  salaries.  In  regard  to  teachers' 
wages,  the  boards  of  education  are  more  rearly  acting  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  remuneration  should  be  commensurate  with  the  amount 
of  work  and  the  ability  to  accomplish  it.  There  is  also  a  general 
sentiment  among  the  citizens,  of  some  of  our  school  districts  that 
the  salaries  must  be  increased  before  the  better  teachers  can  be 
obtained.  We  have  many  live,  earnest  and  progressive  teachers  who 
are  devoting  themselves  to  the  work  of  fulfilling  the  noblest  of  all 
missions — that  of  the  teacher.  Inasmuch  as  the  demands  of  the 
teaching  profession  have  increased,  the  cost  of  living  has  become 
greater  and  the  preparation  for  teaching  more  expensive,  it  is  only 
just  that  salaries  are  advanced  accordingly.  The  increase  in  wages 
will  have  a  tendency  toward  bringing  to  us  first  class  teachers  and 
thereby  making  the  advancement  of  our  schools  more  rapid  and 
satisfactory.  It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  nearly  all  of  our  dis- 
tricts increased  the  teachers'  wages  so  that  only  the  inexperienced 
received  the  minimum  thirty-five  dollar  salary. 

During  the  year  eighteen  public  examinations  were  held.  At  these 
five  hundred  and  eight-seven  applicants  were  examined.  Of  this 
number  eighteen  were  granted  professional,  and  four  hundred  and 
thirty-six  were  granted  provisional  certificates.  The  number  of  ap- 
plicants rejected  being  one  hundred  and  thirty-three.  In  addition 
to  the  examination  for  teachers,  thirty-one  examinations  were  held 
for  pupils  of  the  different  districts  who  had  completed  the  work  in- 
dicated bv  the  course  of  study.     At  these  examinations  there  were 
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one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  applicants  and  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen were  granted  diplomas. 

Sixteen  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  Fourteen 
of  these  were  substantially  built  and  well  furnished  one-room 
houses.  In  Kockwood  a  handsome  two-story  brick  building  was 
erected.  It  contains  six  large  class  rooms,  spacious  halls  and  a 
directors'  room.  It  is  equipped  with  the  Smead  gravity  system  for 
heating  and  ventilating.    The  building  was  dedicated  May  5,  1905. 

The  Salisbury  school  building  is  constructed  of  buff  brick.  It  is 
a  two  story  structure,  contains  eight  large  class  rooms  and  a  li- 
brary. The  building  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead  system. 
The  supply  of  school-room  accommodation,  however,  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  increase  of  population  in  all  of  our  districts  and  in 
consequence  of  which  the  schools,  especially  the  primary  schools, 
were  crowded  to  excess. 

The  county  institute  was  pronounced  an  entire  success.  The  at- 
tention and  interest  of  the  teachers  and  public  were  certainly  all 
that  could  be  desired.  The  instruction  was  of  the  highest  order. 
More  teachers  attended  the  county  institute  than  have  been  in  at- 
tendance during  any  previous  year.  This  increased  attendance  has 
been  produced  largely  by  the  earnestness  with  which  the  directors 
have  urged  the  attendance  of  their  teachers.  With  the  following 
there  can  be  no  disappointment  in  a  county  institute — Dr.  A.  E. 
Winship,  Dr.  A.  T.  Armstrong,  Prof.  P.  M.  Pearson,  Mrs.  Mary  G. 
Noss,  Mrs.  Edith  Scott  and  Prof.  O.  H  Yetter.  As  lecturers  we  had 
Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeny,  Rev.  Frank  Dixon,  Charles  Dennison  Kellogg  and 
the  Rogers  Grilley  Concert  Company. 

Local  institutes  were  common,  save  in  very  few  districts.  In 
some  the  attendance  was  compulsory.  However,  the  best  work  was 
done  where  we  had  directors  who  encouraged  it  by  their  attendance 
and  support  and  where  we  had  active  and  progressive  teachers  in 
the  work.  Some  of  our  local  institutes  have  had  class  drills  as  part 
of  the  program.  These  proved  to  be  both  interesting  and  profitable. 
Much  good  has  been  done  in  these  meetings  and  frequently  the 
directors  have  shared  the  interest  and  responsibility  equally  with 
the  teachers. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the 
temporary  court  house  at  Somerset,  October  25  and  26. 

The  sessions  were  not  as  well  attended  as  was  expected  but  in 
point  of  interest  it  passed  into  history  as  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful. It  is  highly  gratifying  to  notice  the  growth  of  interest  taken 
by  the  directors  in  the  discussion  of  questions  relating  to  their 
duties. 

Building  new  and  repairing  old  buildings,  beautifying  of  school 
rooms  and  school  grounds,  lengthening  of  the  school  term,  the  ef- 
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forts  that  many  young  teachers  are  putting  forth  by  way  of  at- 
tending  Stale  normal  and  other  schools,  the  interest  manifested  at 
our  directors'  convention,  teachers'  institute  and  local  educational 
meetings  are  evidences  that  reflect  the  zeal  and  energy  of  the 
workers  in  their  endeavor  to  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  per- 
taining to  their  responsible  positions. 

I  am  sincerely  grateful  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
directors,  teachers,  citizens  and  the  county  press  for  the  co-opera- 
tion which  has  been  given  in  the  work. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Reese  Kilgore. 


We  are  highly  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  a  successful  year's 
work.  This  success  has  been  marked  not  so  much  by  any  particular 
event  or  pronounced  innovation  as  by  a  constantly  improving  pub- 
lic sentiment  throughout  the  county,  an  educational  sentiment, 
which,  coming  nearer  and  yet  nearer  to  a  full  appreciation  of  the 
greater  possibilities  of  public  school  education,  manifests  itself  in  a 
hearty  co-operation,  a  cordial  appreciation  of  every  effort  put  forth 
to  improve  existing  conditions. 

Our  directors  are  manifesting  a  greater  personal  interest  in  the 
schools.  With  few  exceptions,  they  are  performing  the  duties  of 
their  office  considering  first  the  interests  of  the  boys  and  girls  dis- 
regarding less  worthy  motives.  This  is  surely  a  most  hopeful  sign 
of  progress.  It  has  been  too  long  the  practice  to  consider  these  less 
worthy  considerations  first  permitting  the  general  good  to  suffer. 

Our  teachers  are  manifesting  a  higher  professional  interest  in 
their  work.  This  is  evidenced  by  an  increased  interest  in  educa- 
tional meetings,  by  a  general  disposition  to  study  professional  lit- 
erature, and  by  the  hearty  co-operation  they  receive  from  the  pa- 
trons of  the  schools. 

There  is,  I  believe,  no  greater  responsibility  placed  upon  the  super- 
intendent than  that  involved  in  the  licensing  of  teachers.  Upon  the 
teacher  and  the  efficiency  of  her  work  depend  the  ultimate  success 
of  school  work.  Wlien  we  can  arouse  in  our  teachers  a  desire  to 
become  thoroughly  equipped  for  the  work  and  impress  them  with 
the  responsibilities  and  possibilities  of  their  high  calling  we  will 
have  attained  the  highest  degree  of  public  school  efficiency. 

The  general  public  manifests  a  greater  interest  in  matters  per- 
taining to  the  public  schools.  To  this  improving  public  sentiment 
may  be  attributed  much  of  the  progress  made.  In  matters  of  edu- 
cation, what  the  people  receive  depends  largely  upon  what  they 
demand. 
10 
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If  iu  to-day's  progress  we  may  read  the  success  of  to-morrow,  we 
Lave,  indeed,  reason  to  anticipate  a  fruitful  future.  With  efficient 
school  boards,  with  a  corps  of  earnest  and  conscientious  teachers, 
with  an  exacting  people  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  public 
schools,  progress  must  be  the  watchword. 

The  teachers'  summer  normal  school  was  largely  attended.  County 
Supt.  M.  R.  Black  was  assisted  by  Prof.  S.  D.  Molyneux  and  myself 
in  the  conduct  of  the  school.  As  a  great  many  of  our  teachers 
have  had  no  professional  training  for  their  work,  this  school  is 
accomplishing  a  good  work. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Dushore  during  the  week  of  De- 
cember 26,  1904.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  of 
John  B.  Stetson  University,  DeLand,  Fla.;  Prof.  Smith  Burnham, 
West  Chester  State  Normal  School;  Miss  Maude  Willis,  Lock  Haven 
State  Normal  School,  and  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh,  Milton,  Pa.,  musical 
instruction.  The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  lecture  by 
Dr.  Hulley,  a  recital  by  Miss  Willis,  a  concert  by  the  Alexis  Com- 
pany, and  an  entertainment  by  Fred  High  and  wife.  The  institute 
ranks  among  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

On  the  sixteenth  day  of  January,  Prof.  M.  R.  Black  resigned  the 
county  superintendency.  Mr.  Black  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  educational  life  of  the  county  for  many  years.  Much  of  the 
progress  attained  in  our  county  is  directly  attributable  to  his  faith- 
ful and  efficient  service.  A  man  of  strong  personality  and  high 
ideals,  he  has  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  our  schools  by 
a  wise  and  conservative  administration. 

Shortly  after  our  appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
Mr.  Black's  resignation,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  Laporte.  Owing  to  unfavorable  weather  condi- 
tions the  attendance  was  not  so  large  as  it  would  otherwise  have 
been.  Supt.  Evans,  of  Columbia  county,  delivered  two  addresses. 
Mr.  F.  G.  Rice,  J.  H.  Thayer,  Esq.,  Mr.  Geo.  Streby,  Prof.  J.  A. 
Bowles,  E.  J.  Mullen,  Esq.,  Hon.  E.  M.  Dunham,  Ex-Supt.  F.  W. 
Meylert  and  myself  participated  in  the  program.  This  association 
provides  an  excellent  means  of  contact  for  all  those  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  public  schools,  and  promises  most  gratifying  results. 

Several  new  buildings  have  been  built  during  the  year.  Eagles- 
Mere  borough  erected  a  two-story,  three-roomed  building.  It  is 
the  most  beautiful  and  luxurious  school  building  in  the  county. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  to  the  State  Department  my 
thankful  appreciation  of  the  many  courtesies  extended  during  the 
year;  to  the  directors  of  the  county,  an  appreciation  of  the  confi- 
dence they  reposed  in  me  by  honoring  me  with  unanimous  election 
as  well  as  for  the  cordial  co-operation  they  have  given  to  me  and 
my  predecessor. 
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Iii  behalf  of  Prof.  Black  and  myself  I  desire,  also,  to  thank  the 
press  and  the  general  public  for  thai  sympathy  and  co-operation  to 
which  we  would  attribute  much  of  the  success  .of  the  past  year's 
work. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Charles  E.  Moxley. 


The  work  of  another  year  is  finished  and  with  it  the  service  of 
nine  years  as  county  superintendent  of  Susquehanna  county.  It 
may  be  difficult  when  one  year  is  compared  with  another  to  appre- 
ciate any  great  advance,  but  when  comparison  is  made  with  the  en- 
tire period  covering  nine  years,  we  can  realize  the  changes  that 
have  been  made  and  something  of  the  progress  the  schools  have 
made  under  the  passing  administration. 

During  that  period,  many  laws  have  been  enacted  which  of  them- 
selves have  had  a  tendency  to  advance  the  progress  of  school  work, 
such  as  the  seven  months'  minimum  school  term,  amended  com- 
pulsory law,  minimum  salary  bill,  directors'  annual  association  and 
others  of  perhaps  equal  importance. 

It  would  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  connection  to  mention  the 
changes  in  the  school  work  of  the  county  of  a  purely  local  nature, 
confined  to  the  administration  of  school  work  in  our  county.  Dur- 
ing eight  of  the  nine  years  the  teachers'  summer  normal  has  been 
conducted,  with  an  attendance  of  from  65  to  130  teachers  and  those 
preparing  to  teach.  To  my  mind  it  is  one  of  the  strongest  agencies 
for  better  teaching  and  the  cultivation  of  a  professional  spirit 
among  teachers  ever  organized  in  the  county.  When  first  started, 
eight  years  ago,  it  was  viewed  by  many  as  a  short-lived  institution, 
the  good  results  of  the  summer  normal  is  now  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated by  all  who  have  for  a  moment  given  it  any  consideration. 

The  County  Educator,  an  educational  paper  printed  and  mailed 
to  the  teachers  of  the  county,  has  given  strength  and  dignity  to  our 
work.  While  it  has  not  been  all  its  friends  desired  it  to  be,  through 
a  lack  of  funds,  yet  as  it  has  been  conducted  it  has  been  helpful, 
and  placed  superintendent  and  school  officers  in  closer  touch  with 
teachers  and  pupils  than  it  would  be  otherwise  possible. 

The  organization  of  and  successful  carrying  on  a  county  teachers' 
association;  a  system  of  uniform  examinations  for  the  graded 
schools  of  the  county;  rural  school  examinations,  whereby  pupils 
can  advance  from  the  rural  school  to  corresponding  advanced 
grades  in  the  graded  schools  of  the  county,  these  and  other  improve 
ments  have  marked  the  work  of  the  past  nine  years. 

Along  with  these  lines  of  improvement  has  been  a  marked  im- 
provement in  the  work  of  the  county  institute. 
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The  resources  or  receipts  of  1896,  nine  years  ago,  were  $750.50. 
Expenses,  $660.77. 

The  institute  of  1904  resources  or  receipts  were  $1,033.44.  Ex- 
penses, $1,028.51.  With  the  increase  in  amount  available  and  used 
for  the  work  of  carrying  on  the  institute  has  been  a  corresponding 
efficiency  in  the  instruction  given,  they  have  outgrown  the  ca- 
pacity to  properly  care  for  the  teachers  for  either  day  or  evening 
session. 

We  can  but  look  back  with  satisfaction  to  the  good  work  accom- 
plished, not  done  by  myself  but  by  all;  much  has  been  planned 
which  could  not,  with  any  degree  of  economy,  be  carried  out,  such 
as  grading  of  schools,  centralized  schools,  etc. 

We  now  have  three  efficient  township  high  schools  receiving  ap- 
propriation from  the  State. 

The  great  problem  for  our  people  in  the  rural  districts  is  what 
to  do  with  the  small  rural  school.  It  has  not  been  an  unusual 
experience  to  visit  schools  with  from  three  to  six  pupils  enrolled; 
on  several  occasions  I  have  been  in  schools  with  only  one  pupil  and 
the  average  through  the  rural  districts  will  not  exceed  12  pupils. 
Surely  this  is  a  waste  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  and  a 
burden  of  tax  on  the  part  of  tax  payers  to  maintain  the  small 
schools.  But  what  can  be  done?  The  solution  has  not  as  yet  been 
solved. 

I  step  aside  to  give  place  to  another  well  fitted  for  the  position. 
I  believe  his  work  will  prove  and  merit  in  every  way  the  confidence 
of  the  director  who  elected  him.  He  has  my  best  wishes  and  an  open 
hand  and  a  loyal  heart  to  assist  him. 

I  extend  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  my  thanks  for 
very  many  favors  received  during  my  official  term,  and  in  turn  wish 
them  a  continuing  term  of  prosperity.  Their  wise  administration 
has  placed  the  school  system  of  Pennsylvania  second  to  none,  1 
believe,  in  the  union. 

May  progress  and  prosperity  mark  the  administration  of  school 
Avork  in  county  and  State. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— W.  P.  Longstreet. 


It  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  favorably 
on  the  work  of  the  year  in  the  schools  of  this  county.  Teachers 
have  been  alert  and  faithful,  school  officers  generally  have  been 
sensible  of  their  duties,  and  patrons  have  taken  more  than  usual  in- 
terest in  the  schools  and  educational  meetings.  While  a  few  districts 
have  felt  some  inconvenience  on  account  of  the  raise  of  salaries  of 
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teachers,  on  the  whole  they  have  met  the  demand  with  little  diffi- 
culty. It  is  certainly  evident  that  this  increase  of  salary  is  already 
showing  results  in  increasing  the  efficiency  of  our  schools.  An  un- 
usually large  number  of  teachers  attended  the  spring  term  of  the 
normal  school  and  high  schools  of  this  county  to  prepare  themselves 
more  thoroughly  for  their  work.  Quite  a  large  number  of  graded 
school  teachers  attended  summer  schools.  This  means  a  higher 
standard  of  work  in  our  schools  another  year.  Could  there  be  a 
better  return  for  the  money  expended  in  increased  salaries?  Such 
teachers  will  always  give  returns  for  the  money  they  receive. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro,  Pa.,  Oct.  31st  to  Nov. 
4th.  The  enrollment  of  teachers  was  3G7,  of  pupils  preparing  to 
teach,  36,  making  the  total  enrollment  403.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas 
Smith,  Mansfield  Normal;  Dr.  E.  H.  Lindley,  Indiana  University; 
Supt.  Charles  Lose,  Williamsport;  Mary  Brevard  Roberts,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg.  Miss  Louise  B.  Taylor 
was  our  regular  entertainer.  Our  evening  attractions  were  as  fol- 
lows: Monday,  The  Cleveland  Ladies'  Orchestra;  Tuesday,  Dr.  John 
N.  Driver;  Wednesday,  Senor  Ramon  Reyes  Lala;  Thursday,  Ernest 
Gamble  Concert  Co.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
the  attendance  and  interest  excellent,  and  the  instruction  and  at- 
tractions were  of  a  high  order  of  merit.  I  consider  it  one  of  our 
most  successful  institutes.  Our  teachers  fully  sustained  the  repu- 
tation they  had  gained  in  former  years  for  real  earnestness  and 
good  behavior. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  at  Wellsboro,  Pa.,  May  31st. 
The  following  persons  were  upon  the  program  for  regular  addresses: 
Hon.  Ohas.  Tubbs,  Pres.  Association;  Sheriff  E.  B.  Dorsett,  Wells- 
boro; E.  B.  Beaumont,  Jr.,  Lawrenceville;  Dr.  P.  W.  Houser,  Mil- 
lerton;  Prof.  H.  A.  Surface,  Economic  Zoologist,  Harrisburg,  and 
the  count}'-  superintendent.  While  the  attendance  was  not  as  large 
as  it  should  have  been,  the  session  was  regarded  a  profitable  one. 
Two  sessions  of  the  County  Teachers'  Association  and  fourteen  local 
institutes  were  also  held,  making  in  all  eighteen  educational  meet- 
ings held  during  the  year.  The  county  superintendent  is  pleased  to 
report  that  he  was  able  to  attend  every  meeting.  Without  doubt 
the  sessions  of  the  Teachers'  Association  were  never  better  than 
these  held  this  year.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution  the 
Association  has  taken  new  life  and  is  now  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition. 

I  have  examined  380  applicants  for  certificates  and  have  granted 
but  212  provisional  and  2  professional  certificates.  While  I  am 
confident  that  the  requirements  for  securing  a  provisional  certifi- 
cate are  comparatively  high  in  this  county,  I  firmly  believe  they 


122  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

should  be  still  higher.  The  liberality  of  the  Legislature  in  fixing 
a  minimum  salary — which  largely  affects  the  teachers  of  ungraded 
rural  schools — should  be  met  by  a  more  thorough  and  more  ex- 
tended preparation.  During  the  past  three  years  over  twenty  small 
schools  have  been  closed  and  the  children  carried  to  larger  schools. 
Where  this  is  properly  done  it,  no  doubt,  is  a  good  plan  and  is  a 
step  toward  centralization;  but  when  the  question  of  economy  is 
the  only  consideration,  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children  are 
overlooked  and  the  scheme  is  unsatisfactor}^.  The  conveyance 
should  be  covered  and  furnished  with  curtains  so  as  to  protect  the 
children  from  storm  and  cold,  and  put  in  charge  of  a  responsible 
man. 

Several  districts  are  considering  the  advisability  of  establishing 
township  high  schools.  Bloss  township  will  take  steps  in  this  di- 
rection the  coming  year.  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  children  of  every  school  district  in  the  county  shall  have  the 
advantages  of  a  high  school.  The  demands  upon  our  boys  and  girls 
are  increasing  every  year.  Let  us  enable  them  to  meet  these  de- 
mands by  giving  them  better  school  advantages. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  365  visits  to  schools.  On  account  of 
severe  weather,  drifted  roads,  and  sickness  there  were  a  few  schools 
I  failed  to  reach. 

In  conclusion  I  would  acknowledge  the  many  courtesies  extended 
to  me  by  directors,  patrons,  and  teachers,  and  the  cheerful  greet- 
ings of  the  many  bright  boys  and  girls  throughout  the  county. 


UNION  COUNTY— D.  P.   Stapletoh. 


The  work  and  progress  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has 
been  very  gratifying.  Although  the  ideal  school  has  not  been 
reached  the  growing  interest  of  the  educational  public  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  children  and  the  public  schools  as  a  great  institution, 
is  very  encouraging.  Greater  educational  enthusiasm  has  been 
aroused  than  ever  before.  The  public  schools  have  outgrown  their 
petty  critics  who  are  now  striving  to  aid  from  better  motives. 

Teachers  have  been  more  devoted  to  their  work,  and  the  attend- 
ance of  pupils  more  regular  than  usual.  There  has  been  no  objec- 
tion to  the  minimum  salary,  but  a  desire  to  secure  the  best  teachers 
for  the  price  is  abroad. 

All  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  twice,  and  weak 
ones  more  frequently.  In  our  visits  we  were  often  accompanied  by 
school  directors  and  others  interested  in  education.  The  good  in- 
fluence  and    bright    sunshine,    the   encouraging    force    and    mental 
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stimulus  of  proper  visitation,  can  never  be  fully  estimated  in  char- 
acter building-  and  ethical  value  of  education.  332  visits  were  made 
to  the  schools  of  this  county  during  the  year,  in  which  eighty  direct- 
ors accompanied  the  superintendent  or  were  present,  while  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  parents  and  interested  citizens  were 
met  there. 

The  teachers  as  a  whole  have  done  excellent  work  dining  the 
year.  They  entered  the  school  room  knowing  that  it  is  not  the  place 
for  the  careless,  indifferent  or  lazy  teacher,  that  "as  is  the  school," 
is  not  a  heedless  maxim.  They  have  well  maintained  their  teachers' 
organizations  and  labored  for  their  own  improvement  and  the  suc- 
cess of  their  schools.  The  indifferent  or  careless  teacher  finds  it 
difficult  to  secure  a  school.  With  the  term  report  and  course  of 
study  in  every  school,  little  time  is  lost  in  preliminary  work. 

Eighteen  examinations  were  held  for  teachers'  certificates. 
There  were  eighty  applicants  of  whom  a  number  were  rejected. 
Because  of  the  scarcity  of  teachers,  directors  were  compelled  to 
accept  a  few  teachers  with  low  grade  certificates.  Examinations 
were  held  for  graduates  of  township  high  schools  and  district 
schools.  Several  townships  held  graduating  exercises  which  are 
becoming  more  marked  and  striven  for  by  the  pupils  as  the  years 
roll  on.  As  a  result  of  these  examinations,  thirteen  high  school  di- 
plomas, seven  grammar  school  diplomas  and  twenty-three  common 
school  diplomas  were  issued 

Town  and  township  high  schools  are  steadily  growing  in  favor 
aud  numbers.  Lewisburg  and  Miffiinburg  high  schools  each  grad- 
uated large  and  well  equipped  classes  of  young  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen. 

Lewis  township  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  five  and  Hartley 
township  high  school  a  class  of  eight  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The 
township  high  school  is  steadily  growing  in  favor  which  will  be 
somewhat  held  in  check  by  the  recent  law  passed  allowing  pupils 
to  attend  high  schools  in  adjoining  districts  at  the  expense  of  the 
township. 

There  are  few  school  buildings  in  the  county  that  are  not  in  good 
condition.  No  new  buildings  have  been  erected  this  year.  Much 
could  be  done  to  beautify  the  school  house  and  school  grounds,  De- 
constructing porches  or  awnings,  removing  objectionable  rubbish, 
fences  and  ash  heaps.  Objectionable  furniture  should  be  removed 
or  repaired.  Many  schools  are  furnished  with  excellent  teachable 
maps  and  globes,  while  a  few  districts  have  not  yet  realized  the 
worth  of  such  excellent  school  apparatus. 

We  are  heartily  in  favor  of  educational  gatherings  of  whatever 
nature.  Every  township  has  been  organized  as  a  local  institute  for 
(he  elevation  of  the  teachers  and  the  community.    These  meetings 
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are  often  arranged  jointly  with  directors,  at  which  the  work  of  the 
hchool  is  outlined  and  teachers  instructed.  Where  this  is  the  case 
schools  are  more  uniform  in  advancement  and  proficiency.  Twenty 
public  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
ty, all  of  which  were  attended  by  the  county  superintendent,  fre- 
quently accompanied  by  instructors  from  adjoining  counties.  The 
County  Teachers"  Association  held  a  very  interesting,  progressive 
and  instructive  session  at  Miftiinburg,  at  which  more  than  one  half 
of  the  teachers  were  present. 

A  directors'  convention,  held  during  the  week  of  the  county  insti- 
tute, was  Avell  attended  and  instructive.  Addresses  were  delivered 
by  Dr.  C.  H.  Dinini,  County  Superintendent  Stapleton,  and  Hon. 
F.  C.  Bowersox.  Very  lively  discussions  were  participated  in  by 
Emanuel  Hoffman,  Alfred  Kaup,  K.  J.  Bingaman,  Supt.  Shipman 
and  others. 

The  annual  directors'  convention  was  held  in  the  court  house  at 
Lewisburg.  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg,  delivered  several 
inspiring  addresses.  Among  the  directors  who  discussed  subjects 
were  J.  F.  Pawling,  U.  A.  Eisenhouer,  A.  D.  Miller,  Dr.  C.  H.  Dimm, 
R.  J.  Bingaman,  Emanuel  Hoffman,  W.  E.  Eberhart  and  others. 
Rev.  W.  W.  Clouser  was  elected  president;  W.  E.  Eberhart,  secre- 
tary; A.  D.  Miller,  treasurer.  The  convention  was  progressive  and 
enthusiastic.  Fully  one-half  of  the  directors  of  the  county  were 
present. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  of  December 
and  was  as  usual  of  high  standard.  Dr.  G.  G.  Groff,  Dr.  Baer,  Prof. 
Albert,  Prof.  Woodruff,  Prof.  Marburger,  Miss  Rutherford,  Hon. 
F.  C.  Bowersox,  Rev.  D.  N.  Miller,  and  wife  were  among  the  in- 
structors. The  county  institute  is  the  greatest  single  educational 
force  in  the  county.  Because  of  its  thorough  arid  lawful  organiza- 
tion its  influence  reaches  every  school  district  in  the  county.  Dr. 
Baer,  Dr.  Groff,  Fred  High  and  wife,  and  the  Alixis  Company  were 
the  evening  lecturers  and  entertainers.  Excellent  discussions  were 
had  by  Miss  Estella  Houghton,  "Manual  Training;"  Prof.  Curtis 
Lesher,  "The  Educational  Forces  in  Human  Development;"  Prof. 
Charles  Smith,  "Moral  Education;"  Prof.  W.  W.  Spigelmyre,  "The 
Recitation." 

What  educational  success  we  have  met  with  during  the  year  is 
largely  due  to  the  hearty  support  of  citizens  and  press  accorded  the 
county  superintendent  in  the  furtherance  of  his  duties. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Benton  V.  Riddle. 


The  schools  of  Venango  county  are  not  what  they  should  be.     A 
strong  effort  has  been  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  qualification  in 


No.  5.  WARREN  COUNTY.  125 

teachers.  In  1  his  attempl  I  have  loS1  some  friends  (?),  made  many 
enemies,  but  succeeded  in  getting  the  standard  up  to  an  average 

of  not  less  than  85  per  cent,  for  provisional  certificate,  and  95  per 
cent,  for  professional.  The  average  of  the  certificates  issued  this 
year  was  92|  per  cent. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  about  G5  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
attended  summer  schools  in  order  to  better  fit  themselves  for  the 
work  of  teaching. 

The  8th  grade  examination  work  of  the  entire  county  has  been 
done  by  myself.  I  consider  this  the  only  way  to  make  a  success  of 
the  work.  It  stimulates  better  work  from  the  teacher,  more  interest 
in  the  pupils,  a  higher  grade  of  scholarship,  and  does  away  with 
local  troubles  caused  by  the  old  local  committee  system. 

During  the  year  Cornplanter  township  built  two  school  houses, 
President  one,  Richland  one,  Scrubgrass  one  and  Victory  one. 

The  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  Franklin  in  June, 
with  about  one-third  of  the  directors  present. 

The  50th  annual  session  of  the  Venango  County  Teachers'  In- 
stitute was  held  in  the  Opera  House  in  Franklin  August  29th  to  Sep- 
tember 2nd,  1905.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Mrs. 
Anna  E.  Friedman,  Prof.  J.  F.  Turnbull,  and  Prof.  C.  E.  Lord,  Musi- 
cal Director  was  Dr.  Charles  G.  Woolsey,  pianist,  Miss  Pearl  Kins- 
ley, and  Soloists,  Miss  Bessie  Brady  and  Miss  Florence  Wiley. 

A  social  session  was  held  Monday  evening,  lecture  on  Tuesday 
evening,  by  Captain  Hobson,  lecture  Wednesday  evening,  by  Mrs. 
Hunt,  and  concert  Thursday  evening  by  Whitney  Bro's.  Quartette. 

Trusting  that  my  successor  will  follow  the  line  of  higher  standard, 
and  will  personally  take  charge  of  the  8th  grade  work  in  examina- 
tion, and  thanking  those  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  better- 
ment of  the  schools,  I  now  look  forward  to  better  conditions  and 
better  results  in  Venango  county. 


WARREN  COUNTY— O.  J.  Gunning. 


We  were  fearful  lest  the  additional  burden  imposed  upon  the 
taxpayer,  through  the  enactment  of  the  minimum  salary  law,  might 
in  some  instances,  shorten  the  school  term,  but  are  pleased  to  say 
that  this  has  not  been  the  case,  and  but  good  results  have  followed 
the  placing  of  this  law  upon  our  statute  books. 

The  length  of  the  school  term  has  been  preserved,  and  our  schools 
with  but  few  exceptions,  have  been  ably  and  successfully  conducted. 

On  February  22,  a  fine  structure,  complete  in  all  its  furnishings, 
erected  by  the  friends  of  the  late  L.  L.  Hunter,  as  a  memorial,  was 
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given  to  the  board  of  education  of  Tidioute  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  voung-  people  of  the  section — thus  one  more  splendid  high  school 
was  added  to  the  list  for  Warren  county. 

Early  last  spring,  ground  was  broken  at  Youngsville,  for  two 
buildings;  the  "White  Memorial  School"  and  the  "Curry  Industrial 
School,"  the  former,  intended  as  a  high  school,  and  the  latter,  as 
its  name  implies,  for  a  manual  training  school  and  the  teaching  of 
domestic  science.  We  are  glad  to  congratulate  these  districts  for 
these  valuable  acquisitions. 

Nine  township  high-schools  were  in  operation  during  the  year,  the 
communities  where  they  are  situated,  seem  to  be  proud  of  their  ex- 
istence, and  the  conditions  for  their  successful  continuation  are 
most  flattering. 

The  school  on  the  Cornplanter  Indian  lands  was  under  the  charge 
of  Miss  Estelle  Noyes,  a  teacher  of  a  considerable  experience.  The 
work  has  been  very  satisfactory,  the  attendance  and  progress  com- 
paring favorably  with  that  of  the  most  successful  schools  among 
the  white  people. 

Nineteen  public  and  two  special  examinations  for  teachers  were 
held,  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  applicants  were  examined,  forty- 
six  of  whom  were  unsuccessful. 

Of  the  three  hundred  teachers  employed  in  our  schools  during 

1904-5,  eighteen  are  graduates  of  colleges,  sixty-two  are  graduates 

of  State  normal  schools,  fifty  hold  permanent  certificates,  forty  hold 

professional    certificates,   while    one   hundred   and   forty-eight   are 

teaching  under  provisional  certificates. 

Our  annual  teacher's  institute  was  held  at  Warren  during  the 
week  beginning  October  31.     It  was  largely  attended  and  was  one 

of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county.  Both  day  and  evening  sessions 
were  provided  with  able  instructors,  among  whom  we  wish  to  men- 
tion Dr.  A.  J.  Kinnaman,  of  Danville,  111.,  Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  and 
Dr.  Ballentine,  of  Clarion,  Pa. 

Six  local  institutes  were  held  at  various  points  during  the  year, 
these  were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  of  the 
schools,  we  feel  that  the  local  institute  is  one  of  the  best  of  our 
schoo*  helps. 

The  second  annual  convention  of  school  directors,  of  W^arren 
county,  met  at  Warren  on  November  9th  for  a  two-days  meeting, 
representatives  were  present,  from  nearly  all  the  districts  of  the 
county,  many  attending  both  days. 

Superintendent  J.  M.  Berkey,  of  Johnestown,  was  present  both 
days  and  rendered  valuable  aid  through  his  able  addresses. 

Carefully  prepared  talks  were  also  given  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Frantz,  W. 
D.  Hinckley,  Esq.,  Hon.  H.  H.  Cumings,  Jno.  O'Neil  and  other  direc- 
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tors  present,  all  taking  part  in  the  discussion  that  came  before  the 

convent  ion. 

We  feel  under  many  obligations  (o  the  press  of  our  county,  to  the 
school  directors  and  teachers,  for  their  helpful  co-operation,  also 
to  the  Department  at  Harrisburg  for  courtesies  and  suggestions 
given  during  the  past  year. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Frank  R.  Hall. 


It  is  our  duty  to  again  pen  the  doings  and  results  of  another  school 
year.  We  began  1904  and  1905  with  the  usual, >teachers  examina- 
tions, 15  in  number,  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  There 
were  453  presented  themselves  for  examination.  Of  this  number 
324  received  provisional  certificates,  9  professionals  and  120  failed. 

While  we  have  many  good  teachers  among  those  that  have  taught, 
and  those  beginning,  for  various  causes  there  are  some  that  should 
never  enter  the  schoolroom  as  instructors.  They  have  book  knowl- 
edge, but  no  subject  knowledge.  They  secured  a  certificate,  then 
a  school,  and  life  had  no  more  troubles.  With  them  it  was  relaxa- 
tion and  rest,  disintegration  and  professional  death.  This  class 
was  not  composed  alone  of  beginners.  Some  had  long  reached  the 
goal  of  their  ambition.  They  were  no  longer  students,  their  for- 
mer success  had  departed,  and  their  efforts  to  keep  school  were  a 
failure.  We  did  not  have  many  of  this  class,  but  enough  to  destroy 
the  universally  hoped  for  successful  school  year. 

We  have  many  worthy  teachers,  teachers  that  make  the  school 
and  work  a  delight.  The  truant  officer  is  not  needed  to  keep  their 
children  in  school.  They  are  fond  of  the  teacher's  society,  and  the 
parents  realizing  their  children  are  getting  and  accomplishing  some- 
thing, make  every  effort  possible  to  have  them  in  their  places  every 
day.  Many  of  the  little  people  that  find  themselves  in  company 
with  such  a  teacher,  realize  that  the  school  room  is  the  dearest  spot 
on  earth.  Sickness,  tardiness,  absence  and  poor  lessons  are  strang- 
ers in  such  a  school. 

Many  of  the  school  buildings  are  beautiful  within  and  without. 
This  is  the  case  especially  in  the  towns.  Boaui  blackboards  are 
rare.  New  and  modern  seats  have  taken  the  place  of  the  old. 
Painted  and  papered  walls  and  oiled  floors  prevail.  Large,  spacious, 
modernly  equipped  brick  buildings  have  been  lately  erected  in 
Donora,  Charleroi  and  West  Washington.  Washington  has  con- 
tracted for  the  erection  of  two  large  brick  buildings  to  cost  not  less 
than  sixty  thousand  dollars  each.  Allen  dedicated  on  January  2. 
at  Allenport,  a  fine,  four-room  frame,  conveniently  located,  over- 
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looking  the  village  and  1  he  beautiful  Monongahela.  Cecil,  Chartiers, 
Carroll,  Robinson,  Smith,  West  Pike  Run,  and  West  Bethlehem,  have 
erected  cozy  frame  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  increased 
population  of  children.  The  coming  year  will  show  many  more 
school  buildings.  The  wealth  of  our  county  is  being  developed. 
Washington  is  a  rich  county,  and  many  of  her  people  believe  no  bet- 
ter investment  can  be  made  of  some  of  the  money  than  in  well  built 
and  well  equipped  school  houses  for  the  education  of  the  children. 

The  rural  schools  are  not  keeping  pace  with  the  graded  schools  of 
the  towns.  The  country  children  are  more  independent  than  the 
town  children,  they  do  more  self  thinking,  are  made  responsible  for 
the  accomplishment  of  work  that  requires  close  calculating,  and  had 
they  the  same  advantages  as  the  town  children,  they  would  rank  at 
all  times  as  the  honor  students  of  our  schools.  While  we  have  many 
earnest  and  devout  teachers  in  the  rural  schools,  they  are  constantly 
being  culled  over  by  election  to  positions  in  the  towns  and  cities. 
In  the  rural  districts  more  male  teachers  are*  needed;  a  longer  term; 
high  school  accommodations,  and  wages  that  will  justify  young 
people  to  enter  the  profession  to  stay.  These  rural  schools  need 
such  conditions  that  they  will  not  be  the  training  shops  for  the  city 
schools.  They  need  teachers  that  have  been  trained  for  the  work, 
that  can  analyze,  classify,  and  make  the  subjects  they  teach  a  reality; 
that  can  use  to  good  effect  the  Friday  afternoon  spelling  matches, 
the  literary  society,  and  the  wholesome  period  of  soul-stirring  sing- 
ing by  the  entire  school.  The  schools  as  a  whole  should  have  closer 
supervision.  Where  a  township  is  not  large  enough,  the  schools 
should  be  grouped  and  a  principal  placed  over  each  group  composed 
of  sixteen  to  twenty  schools.  Such  conditions  in  our  county  schools 
would  make  them  sought  after,  and  once  secured  would  be  preferred 
to  the  cHy  schools.  At  the  present  time  they  are  moving  in  that 
direction  in  Washington  county. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  winter  term  in  many  of  the  townships,  the 
teachers  met  with  the  directors  and  organized  for  educational  pur- 
poses. In  most  cases  the  directors  took  the  initiative.  In  some  dis- 
tricts from  four  to  six  educational  rallies  were  held.  These  meetings 
were  greatly  helpful  inasmuch  as  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  all, 
took  part  in  them.  In  other  districts  one  rally  would  be  made  the 
great  occasion  for  the  year.  In  our  judgment  these  meetings  are  very 
necessary.  In  localities  where  they  are  neglected,  school  interest  is 
in  a  dormant  state.  In  these  localities  many  of  the  patrons  don't 
realize  there  is  a  school  in  their  vicinity.  If  you  make  inquiry,  their 
answer  is:  "We  have  no  complaints,"  meaning  the  schools  are  merely 
"keeping''  no  more.  A  live,  active  teacher  will  keep  any  locality 
aware  of  his  presence.  We  need  institutes,  educational  rallies,  and 
faculty  days  in  every  district  in  the  county.      Associations,  united 
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interests,  and  the  combined  effort  of  all  will  give  our  schools  a  stand- 
ing of  which  we  can  well  feel  proud. 

The  county  institute  was  pronounced  by  all  the  best  ever  held  in 
the  county.  The  instructors  were  at  their  best.  The  entertain- 
ments were  of  the  highest  order  and  gave  universa1  satisfaction. 
Our  teachers  attended  well,  and  manifested  an  interest  that  spoke 
volumes  for  the  advancement  of  the  schools.  We  had  with  us  the 
following  array  of  talent:  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  Ruric  N.  Roark, 
Dr.  Francis  H.  Green,  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Dr.  H.  R.  Palmer,  Mrs. 
Maude  W.  McDonald. 

The.  following  entertainments  occupied  the  evenings.  Monday, 
Strickland  W.  Gillilan,  Baltimore,  Md.  Tuesday,  Roney  Boys,  Musi- 
cal, Chicago,  111.  Wednesday,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  DeLand,  Florida. 
Thursday,  Artist,  Lorado  Taft,  Chicago,  111.  Friday,  Cleveland 
Ladies'  Orchestra,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  self-reporting  system  was  used.  The  teachers  were  placed  on 
their  honor.  We  never  had  such  punctuality,  better  attendance,  or 
more  interest,  not  only  with  the  teachers,  but  every  one.  There  is  no 
better  source  of  inspiration  to  the  teacher  than  a  high  rated,  county 
institute. 

The  directors  met  in  their  fourteenth  annual  convention  in  the 
public  meeting  room  of  the  court  house,  August  25  and  26,  1905. 
Sixty-eight  answered  the  first  roll  call.  During  the  two  days,  95 
out  of  the  406  directors  were  present.  The  attendance  was  not 
large  enough.  The  interest  shown  by  the  directors  at  home  would 
have  indicated  more  present.  Mr.  J.  D.  McNary,  Washington,  was 
elected  chairman;  J.  L.  Post,  West  Finley,  Secretary;  Murray  A. 
Cooper,  Washington,  Treasurer. 

There  has  never  been  held  in  Washington  county  a  more  enthusi- 
astic convention.  The  great  pity  is,  too  few  attend.  Every  director 
needs  the  benefit  derived  from  contact  and  association  with  those 
interested  in  a  like  cause.  He  can  get  it  in  the  Directors'  Associa- 
tion.     He  is  paid  for  his  time,  why  should  he  not  attend?     Why? 

Our  schools  to-day  are  far  in  advance  of  what  they  were  a  few 
years  ago.  Our  teachers  read  more.  Our  people  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  general  running  and  working  of  the  schools.  Our 
directors  are  more  active  in  their  duties,  more  anxious  for  better 
results.  The  calls  for  well  qualified  teachers  cannot  be  met.  The 
demand  for  well  developed,  competent  young  people  in  every  de- 
partment of  life,  is  spurring  the  schools  to  greater  activity.  The 
directors  recognizing  this-  demand  realize  none  but  competent  teach- 
ers can  do  the  work. 

Our  rural  high  schools,  five  iu  number,  are  growing  in  favor.  This 
has  been  to  them  a  year  of  increasing  strength  in  good  works  and 
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growing  popularity.  For  1905  and  190G  North  Strabane  and  Morris 
townships  will  enter  the  list  of  rural  high  schools.  We  feel  confi- 
dent more  will  follow.  Crosscreek,  Peters  and  Cecil  each  graduated 
a  class  and  closed  with  commencement  exercises.  These  exercises 
were  attended  by  large  crowds,  and  were  highly  appreciated.  Our 
high  schools  are  attended  with  one  weakness,  viz.:  The  work  below 
them  is  not  strong.  This  can  be  and  should  be  remedied.  The  prin- 
cipal of  each  high  school  should  be  principal  of  all  the  schools  below 
him,  so  he  can  grade  the  work  from  the  primary  classes  up  through 
the  high  school. 

On  April  1,  an  examination  for  graduation  from  the  common 
schools  was  given  at  31  different  points  in  the  county.  There  were 
227  applicants  of  which  140  making  the  required  grade  received 
diplomas.  The  failures  were  traceable  to  poor  or  indifferent  teach- 
ing. The  examination  for  1906  will  be  more  difficult  than  the  past. 
To  prepare  the  pupils,  subjects  must  be  taught  and  not  books  alone. 

In  the  majority  of  districts  the  directors  increased  the  wages.  It 
was  a  good  thing  to  do.  In  these  frenzied  times  teachers  must  be 
well  paid.  A  nurse  boasted  she  was  making  twenty-five  dollars  a 
week  and  found;  one  hundred  a  month  for  ten  or  twelve  months  a 
year.  A  young  man  quit  the  school  room  at  forty  a  month.  He  en- 
tered a  railroad  station  at  forty-five  a  month.  Before  the  end  of 
the  year  he  was  getting  sixty,  twelve  months  a  year.  Can  our 
schools  prosper  as  they  should  when  for  the  want  of  a  longer  term 
and  better  wages  we  allow  the  best  of  our  teachers  taken  away,  and 
then  fill  their  places  with  young  people  that  know  nothing  of  the 
work? 

The  principals'  round  table  did  much  to  stimulate  the  work  in 
many  localities.  Their  meetings  were  always  fraught  with  good 
work.  Vital  questions  were  discussed  with  profit,  and  our  union 
school  moved  on  to  greater  achievements  as  each  principal  became 
better  acquainted  with  the  school  management  and  work  of  the 
others.  The  round  table  should  be  and  is  a  power  in  exciting  good 
work.  Washington  county  has  340  school  buildings,  649  schools,  50 
of  them  graded,  150  male,  and  508  female  teachers.  Of  those  teach- 
ing, 92  had  no  previous  experience,  and  184  had  taught  five  or  more 
terms.  As  to  license,  326  had  provisional  certificates,  61  profes- 
sionals, 96  permanent,  and  176  Normal  diplomas. 

During  the  year  we  visited  472  schools,  attended  21  educational 
meetings,  issued  140  common  school  diplomas,  gave  fifteen  exam- 
inations for  teacher's  certificates,  prepared  the  program  and  con- 
ducted the  county  institute,  attended  to  my  official  duties  and  sent 
from  my  office  not  less  than  four  thousand  letters  and  circulars.  It 
has  been  a  busy  year.  We  have  enjoyed  the  work,  and  wish  to  thank 
the  directors,   teachers,   patrons  and  friends  for   their  hearty  co- 
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operation  in  our  efforts  to  advance  tlie  schools  and  make  them  the 
best  possible  for  the  children's  sake. 

We  feel  our  indebtedness  to  the  press  and  the  Department  for 
their  help  and  encouragement  in  our  efforts  to  further  the  cause  of 
education.  For  your  aid  throughout  the  year,  and  your  many  cour- 
tesies, we  thank  you. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— D.  L.  Hower 


During  the  school  year  just  closed  considerable  work  of  a  pro- 
gressive nature  can  be  reported.  The  teachers  have  shown  more  in- 
t crest  and  zeal  in  the  work.  More  reading  has  been  done,  and  the 
tt  achers  have  gained  much  inspiration  from  coming  in  contact  with 
competent  instructors  at  the  special  training  classes  and  educational 
meetings.  Many  teachers  attended  normal  and  other  schools  for 
advanced  work.  Only  a  few  failures  can  be  announced.  It  has 
been  a  year  of  honest  endeavor  on  the  part  of  nearly  all  interested 
in  school  work,  and  the  fruits  of  this  are  shown  by  the  results.  We 
still  have  some  incompetent  teachers. 

The  plan  of  sending  two  sets  of  examination  questions,  one  in 
December  and  one  in  March,  to  the  rural  schools,  has  produced  good 
results.  Teachers  are  doing  more  judicious,  careful  work,  and 
pupils  are  studying  more  systematically.  In  April,  eighty-seven 
were  awarded  common  school  diplomas.  This  is  nearly  double  the 
number  issued  any  previous  year.  In  most  of  the  districts  the  at- 
tendance was  from  two  to  fifteen  per  cent,  higher  than  last  year, 
altho  the  weather  was  intensely  cold  and  the  roads  badly  drifted 
for  over  two  months.  The  best  attendance  was  in  Honesdale,  while 
in  Dreher  township,  out  of  an  enrollment  of  180,  there  were  25  pupils 
who  did  not  miss  a  day  of  school.  The  school  taught  by  Miss  Mary 
doss  had  eight  pupils  out  of  nineteen  enrolled  who  did  not  miss 
any  time,  and  an  average  of  percentage  of  96,  and  this  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  school  house  is  on  high  ground  and  the  roads  are  often 
much  drifted.  This  school  also  purchased  an  organ  and  a  carpet, 
and  raised  a  fine  flag  pole.  A  library  of  nearly  100  volumes  is  an- 
other evidence  of  educational  spirit  in  this  school.  Zion  school. 
Sterling  township,  taught  by  W.  C.  Sieg,  had  five  who  were  present 
every  day.     Surely,  "as  is  the  teacher  so  is  the  school." 

Arbor  day  was  observed  by  a  number  of  schools,  many  trees  were 
planted  and  school  yards  improved.  Never  has  so  much  been  done 
towards  putting  pictures  on  the  walls,  papering  and  improving  the 
appearance  of  school  rooms. 

Over  seven  hundred  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  libraries  of 
the  rural  schools  of  the  countv  during  the  year.     In  the  four  build- 
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ings  in  Dreher  township  there  are  853  volumes.  Every  school  in 
Dyberry  township  has  a  library,  and  nearly  every  school  in  Bucking- 
ham, Clinton,  Lebanon,  Manchester,  Mount  Pleasant  and  Preston. 
More  than  half  the  rural  schools  have  good  working  libraries,  with  a 
total  of  over  5,600  volumes. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  superintendent  "Patrons'  Day"  was  ob- 
served by  practically  all  the  schools  of  the  county  on  December 
23.  Over  2,500  patrons  came  out  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  schools 
on  that  day,  and  many  teachers  and  schools  were  highly  compli- 
mented for  the  work  accomplished. 

The  district  institutes  were  generally  well  attended,  and  many 
excellent  papers  and  talks  were  given  by  the  wide-awake  teachers. 
The  ninth  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  August  25 
and  26,  and  the  work  was  full  of  interest  and  inspiration.  The  two 
meetings  of  the  teachers'  association  at  Hawley  and  Waymart  were 
remarkably  well  attended  and  much  excellent  work  was  done. 

The  seven  township  high  schools  of  the  county  continue  the  gooo" 
work  of  former  years.  Buckingham  and  Texas  townships  have  re- 
cently decided  to  run  high  schools  next  year.  This  will  make  nine 
township  high  schools  for  Wayne  county. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  pronounced  successful  in  every 
particular.  The  interest  and  attention  were  excellent.  The  innova- 
tion of  having  but  two  regular  instructors  and  a  musical  director 
was  highly  appreciated.  Teachers  are  usually  worked  too  hard 
during  institute  week.  This  year  we  gave  more  time  to  music  under 
the  inspiring  leadership  of  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  and  Dr.  Byron  W.  King.  The  evening  enter- 
tainments were  given  by  Ross  Crane,  Byron  W.  King,  Frank  Dixon, 
and  the  Byron  Troubadours.  All  the  sessions  were  well  attended, 
and  the  order  and  attention  were  practically  perfect. 

There  is  a  healthy  public  educational  sentiment  in  the  county. 
Harmonious  co-operation  has  been  given  me  in  all  the  work  of  the 
past  year;  for  this  and  all  kind  favors  I  am  deeply  grateful. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— W.  W.  Ulerich. 


With  this  report  we  close  our  twelfth  and  last  year  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  of  this  county  and  hand  over  our  official  robes 
to  our  worthy  successor.  In  doing  so  we  experience  both  pain  and 
pleasure;  pain  in  that  we  will  lose  many  pleasant  associations  and 
pleasure  in  being  relieved  of  the  responsibility  of  a  very  important 
office. 

Barring  ill  health  we  have  had  personally  a  very  pleasant  and 
profitable  term  of  service.     We  have  had  as  co-workers  a  body  of 
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teachers  than  which  there  is  none  more  loyal  and  competent  in  the 
State.  They  have  been  an  inspiration  to  us  all  along  our  official 
pathway.  By  kind  words  and  deeds,  by  loyal  support  and  efficient 
work,  the  teachers  of  this  county  have  done  more  than  they  will 
ever  know  to  advance  the  cause  of  education  and  encourage  its  su- 
perintendent to  do  his  utmost  in  performing  well  the  duties  that 
come  to  his  hand. 

In  making  the  foregoing  statements  we  are  not  claiming  perfec- 
tion for  our  teachers.  Quite  a  number  of  them  are  far  from  such 
a  state.  A  few  of  them  never  should  have  been  placed  in  the  schools. 
They  have  been  a  positive  injury  to  education.  They  did  not  intend 
themselves  so  to  be,  but  they  lacked  almost  every  essential  quali- 
fication for  the  teaching  business  and  they  could  not  help  it.  The 
work  of  these  we  desire  to  forget  together  with  the  few  other  un- 
pleasant occurrences  wThich  have  come  our  way  during  our  term  of 
service.  In  making  our  last  report  we  wish  to  remember  our  teach- 
ers as  a  body,  competent  and  worthy,  faithful  and  true  to  every 
trust. 

In  passing  we  cannot  refrain  from  saying  a  word  in  behalf  of  our 
directors.  They  constitute  a  noble  body  of  men  whose  single  pur- 
pose as  school  officials  is  the  highest  good  of  the  children  for  whose 
educational  advancement  they  plan.  Of  course  this  is  not  true  of 
each  individual  director.  Men  get  elected  as  school  officials  who  are 
in  no  way  fitted  for  the  position.  A  few  such  have  gotten  into  the 
director  body  of  this  county.  Some  of  these  have  no  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  schools  and  have  sought  the  position  for  purely  selfish 
ends.  They  are  in  it  for  what  they  can  get  out  of  it  financially,  so- 
cially and  politically.  They  are  a  disgrace  to  the  community  in 
which  they  dwell. 

Others  have  sought  the  office  in  order  to  aid  their  friends.  They 
are  not  wholly  uninterested  in  the  cause  of  education,  but  they  will 
sacrifice  the  good  of  the  schools  and  the  future  welfare  of  the  chil- 
dren in  order  that  some  friend  or  relative  may  have  a  position.  They 
are  little  better,  so  far  as  being  hurtful  to  the  schools  is  concerned, 
than  the  former  class. 

A  few  directors  permit  church  affiliations  to  govern  their  selection 
of  teachers,  thus  injuring  the  schools  and  bringing  discredit  upon 
religion.  These  three  classes  find  representatives  in  this  county, 
but  we  are  glad  to  report  that  their  number  grows  smaller  each  year. 

Notwithstanding  these  deficiencies,  our  directors  as  a  body  are 
the  best  men  in  their  several  communities  and  have  the  largest  ad- 
vancement of  the  children  at  heart,  and  are  willing  to  sacrifice  much 
in  order  that  the  children  may  have  that  which  is  best.  Personally 
we  have  a  high  regard  for  the  school  directors  of  this  county.  Much 

11  ,-  ! 


134  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

of  our  success  is  due  to  them.  They  have  stood  by  us  in  every  effort 
we  have  made  which  promised  advancement  for  popular  education. 
They  gave  us  their  support  regardless  of  politics  or  religion  in  every 
educational  cause  which  had  right  on  its  side.  Hence  we  leave  the 
superintendency  with  many  pleasant  memories  in  which  the  directors 
of  the  county  furnish  all  the  material. 

In  making  a  report  of  the  progress  of  our  schools  for  this  year 
there  is  little  to  be  said  which  we  have  not  mentioned  in  former 
reports.  We  will  allow  our  statistical  report  to  tell  most  of  the  in- 
formation in  which  figures  are  necessary.  As  a  whole  our  schools 
have  made  satisfactory  advancement.  No  backward  step  has  been 
taken.  All  faces  are  toward  the  sunrise.  While  many  things  are 
not  as  we  wish,  each  year  marks  some  improvement.  This  is  the 
more  noticeable  when  Ave  compare  our  first  year's  report  with  our 
last  one.  Twelve  years  ago  the  valuation  of  the  school  property  in 
this  county  was  nine  hundred  four  thousand  ($904,000.00)  dollars. 
Now  it  is  one  million  nine  hundred  thousand  (.$1,900,000.00)  dollars. 
Then,  the  average  wages  of  the  teachers  was  $45.30  per  month. 
Now,  it  is  $48.61  per  month.  Then,  we  had  but  ninety  (90)  normal 
school  graduates  and  twelve  (12)  college  graduates.  Now,  we  have 
two  hundred  seventy-eight  (278)  of  the  former  and  forty-nine  (49)  of 
the  latter.  Then,  the  average  length  of  the  school  term  was  6.88 
months.  Now,  it  is  7.74  months.  Twelve  years  ago  we  had  but 
eight  regularly  organized  high  schools  in  the  county.  Now  we  have 
sixteen  (16).  Then,  there  was  no  systematic  course  of  study  for  the 
rural  schools.  Now,  the  ungraded  schools  follow  a  regular  course  of 
study  from  which  many  young  people  graduate  each  year.  Twelve 
years  ago  there  was  no  regularly  organized  directors'  association  in 
the  county.  Now,  we  have  one  of  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic 
organizations  in  the  State.  Supervising  principals  for  the  township 
was  unthought  of  when  we  were  first  elected  to  office.  Now,  quite 
a  number  of  the  larger  townships  are  reaping  much  profit  from  this 
new  departure.  Twelve  years  ago  we  stood  eleventh  or  twelfth  in 
advancement  among  the  counties  of  the  State.  Now,  we  stand  third 
or  fourth.  These  are  some  of  the  features  which  indicate  with  what 
speed  and  in  what  direction  we  are  traveling. 

Most  of  this  advancement  is  due  to  our  directors,  teachers,  a 
healthy  public  sentiment  and  our  local  press,  which  has  always 
stood  for  the  best  things  in  education.  For  our  own  part  we  did 
our  best  and  feel  proud  that  we  were  entrusted  for  so  long  a  time 
with  the  leadership  of  so  worthy  a  procession. 

Local  institutes  continue  to  be  a  feature  in  the  work  of  our  teach- 
ers. Where  properly  conducted  they  do  much  good.  They  are  held 
in  all  our  best  districts  and  our  most  progressive  teachers  favor  and 
take  part  in  them. 
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The  county  institute  was  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years. 
More  teachers  wrere  present  than  ever  before.  All  the  instruction 
was  first  class  and  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  very  helpful  to  the 
teachers.  The  evening  lectures  were  never  better  and  the  concerts 
were  of  a  high  order  and  pleased  all  who  heard  them.  The  instruc- 
tors were  Drs.  W.  I?.  Ferris,  S.  M.  McCormick,  J.  M.  Coughlin,  A.  R. 
Armstrong,  C.  C.  Ellis,  Geo.  P.  Bible  and  Prof.  C.  S.  Cornell  (music). 
Miss  Inez  Mecusker  was  soloist  and  Mrs.  Bess  Mammond  Hite  was 
pianist.  The  evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Drs.  Thomas  E. 
Green,  Lorado  Taft  and  S.  Parks  Cadman.  The  concerts  were  given 
by  the  Chicago  Lady  Entertainers  and  the  Roney  Boys. 

The  directors'  convention  was  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic 
ever  held.  More  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  directors  were  present 
during  the  sessions  which  continued  for  two  days.  In  the  evening 
a  large  audience  attended  the  lecture  delivered  by  L.  Irving  Handy 
and  the  music  given  by  the  Greensburg  public  schools  and  the 
Greensburg  Male  Quartette.  Many  important  questions  were  dis- 
cussed such  as  "high  schools,  their  establishment  and  support," 
"points  to  be  considered  in  selecting  text  books,"  "needed  school  leg- 
islation," best  methods  of  protecting  school  property,"  the  number 
of  directors  that  should  constitute  a  school  board,"  "needed  improve- 
ments in  school  property."  Among  the  directors  taking  an  active 
part  in  these  discussions  were  A.  H.  Bell,  Leightty  Steen,  E.  M.  Bair, 
J.  Q.  Truxall,  J.  L.  Loucks,  A.  N.  Pershing,  R.  W.  Fair,  H.  S.  Zimmer- 
man, H.  H.  Dinsmore,  J.  C.  Griffin  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Cowan.  Set  ad- 
dresses w^re  delivered  by  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  principal  of  the  Indiana 
State  Normal  School;  Supt.  T.  S.  March,  of  the  Greensburg  schools; 
Dr.  S.  M.  McCormick,  Chancellor  of  the  Western  University  and 
Supt.  W.  W.  Ulerich.  The  principal  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  are  E.  M.  Bair,  of  Greensburg,  president;  Dr.  W.  W.  Miller,  of 
Jeannette,  secretary,  and  John  D.  Miller,  of  Greensburg,  treasurer. 
The  delegates  chosen  to  attend  the  State  convention  of  directors 
are:  Rev.  E.  H.  Dickinson,  Leightty  Steen,  H.  S.  Zimmerman,  Rev. 
A.  N.  Bowman  and  W.  S.  Crosby.  All  these  attended  the  convention 
held  in  Harrisburg  last  February. 

Notwithstanding  we  have  good  reasons  for  being  well  pleased  with 
the  advancement  our  schools  have  made,  there  are  weak  places  in 
their  management  in  certain  localities  which  must  be  strengthened 
before  the  highest  results  can  be  attained.  There  are  school  grounds 
in  some  communities  that  are  a  great  discredit  to  any  civilized  people. 
They  are  grown  up  with  brush  and  weeds  and  plastered  over  with 
coal  ashes,  rocks  and  logs  to  such  an  extent  that  they  are  fit  only 
for  the  abode  of  toads,  lizards,  ground  hogs  and  rabbits.  The  chil- 
dren are  entirely  deprived  of  an  adequate  playground.    Arbor  day 
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should  be  observed  more  generally  by  the  schools  of  the  county. 
There  are  outbuildings  that  should  be  burned  down  and  the  direc- 
tors responsible  for  their  condition  prosecuted  for  maintaining  a 
public  nuisance.  They  are  an  eye-sore  to  every  passer  by,  a  cor- 
rupter of  the  morals  of  the  children  and  detrimental  to  their  health. 
Quite  a  number  of  school  houses  need  re-painting  on  the  out-side 
and  beautified  on  the  inside.  All  the  children  of  this  great  Com- 
monwealth are  entitled  to  a  beautiful  school  house. 

In  some  districts  the  directors  elect  teachers  before  such  teachers 
have  been  examined  by  the  county  superintendent.  In  reality  these 
persons  are  not  teachers,  having  no  valid  certificates,  and  directors 
have  no  legal  right  to  elect  them.  Such  election  puts  the  superin- 
tendent in  an  unenviable  position  should  be  find  such  elected  persons 
incompetent. 

As  stated  before  a  few  teachers  are  elected  or  rejected  because  of 
their  religion,  politics,  relationship,  or  some  other  ulterior  reason, 
thus  lowering  the  tone  of  the  public  schools,  and  proving  the  narrow 
mindedness  of  the  directors  who  take  part  in  such  election.  Teach- 
ers should  be  given  positions  on  account  of  their  ability  to  cause  the 
pupils  to  know  the  things,  and  so  far  as  possible  do  the  things, 
which  God  and  the  world  will  demand  of  them  when  the  school  room 
has  been  numbered  with  the  things  of  the  past. 

In  some  districts  in  the  county  very  little,  if  an}',  discrimination  is 
made  between  the  amount  of  salary  paid  an  experienced  teacher  and 
that  paid  to  one  lacking  experience.  In  my  judgment  this  is  a  great 
error,  and  at  variance  with  that  which  is  done  in  every  other  line  of 
business.  Experience  in  teaching,  which  in  most  cases  means  skill, 
should  be  recognized  and  encouraged  by  receiving  pay  much  higher 
than  inexperience. 

Frequent  change  of  teachers  is  another  weak  place  in  the  man- 
agement of  certain  schools.  Where  principals  and  teachers  are 
competent  they  should  be  retained  even  where  salaries  must  be  in- 
creased to  do  it.  Much  is  lost  to  the  children  where  changes  are 
made  without  good  reasons  for  doing  so,  to  say  nothing  of  the  in- 
justice done  the  teacher  by  failing  to  employ  when  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect  a  continuation  in  the  position. 

Our  county  is  not  up  to  the  standard  of  the  best  counties  of  the 
State  in  the  matter  of  township  high  schools.  We  have  but  one. 
A  second  one  will  be  organized  this  year.  We  should  have  eight 
more.  The  townships  are  fully  able  to  maintain  them  and  there  are 
pupils  sufficient  to  make  and  continue  them  a  success.  Public  sen- 
timent is  in  their  favor  and  the  only  thing  necessary  is  a  little  more 
of  the  right  kind  of  activity  upon  the  part  of  the  school  boards. 
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Centralization  could  be  carried  into  effect  in  many  localities  with 
much  profit  to  both  the  tax-payers  and  the  children.  We  have  but 
little  public  sentiment,  however,  in  its  favor.  A  successful  local 
example  is  the  thing  necessary  to  make  it  popular.  A  school  board 
with  sufficient  backbone  to  do  what  is  absolutely  right,  living  in  the 
proper  community,  is  the  thing  needful  to  make  this  educational 
feature  a  success. 

The  average  school  term  of  this  county  is  too  short.  It  should  be 
at  least  eight  months  and  one-half  instead  of  a  little  better  than 
seven  and  one  half.  There  are  few  rural  districts  that  have  more 
than  the  minimum  term,  seven  months.  There  are  very  few  but 
could  easily  afford  to  have  eight.  The  children  are  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  this  longer  term  and  in  view  of  the  most  generous  appro- 
priation which  the  State  makes  to  its  public  schools  they  should 
have  it.     It  is  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  make  provisions  for  it. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  the  general  public  for  its  generous 
courtesy  and  hospitality,  the  directors  for  their  ever-ready  support 
and  endorsement  of  our  official  actions,  the  teachers  for  their  loyalty 
and  good  will,  the  children  for  their  smiling  faces  and  kindly  greet- 
ings, the  country  press  for  its  uniform  spirit  of  fairness  and  progress, 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  much  valuable  assist- 
ance and  advice. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


No  one  in  this  day  should  attack  the  advance  guard  of  education 
in  our  essentially  democratic  public  schools,  he  who  does,  wrill  repent 
as  did  St.  Paul,  though  he  was  sincere. 

When  I  sought  the  opportunity  to  be  charged  with  the  fulfilment 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  it  wras  in  the  hope,  and  greatly  with  the 
will,  to  work  for  the  cause  of  education,  especially  in  Wyoming 
county.  It  is  the  great  safe  guard  of  every  Nation's  true  prosperity 
—the  elevation  of  the  masses. 

Although  the  year  just  closed  was  not  noted  for  any  striking 
changes  in  the  working  of  our  schools,  nevertheless  a  careful  and 
impartial  review  of  the  work  done  justifies  the  assertion  that  we 
are  keeping  in  line  with  the  onward  march  of  progress.  There  were 
47  male  teachers  and  88  female  teachers  employed;  the  average  age 
is  26^  years;  15  had  no  previous  experience;  65  had  taught  more  than 
five  years;  G6  were  employed  who  held  provisional  certificates;  26 
who  held  professional  certificates;  G  who  had  permanent  certificates, 
35  were  graduates  of  State  normal  schools;  17  had  attended  normal 
schools,  but  had  not  graduated;  49  had  only  common  school  educa- 
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tion  and  28  had  had  academic  instruction  and  3  were  graduates  of 
colleges. 

Six  public  examinations  were  held;  OS  provisional  certificates  were 
granted  and  2  professional  certificates;  23  applicants  were  rejected. 

More  than  on  any  previous  year  did  teachers  do  the  professional 
reading  work  assigned,  viz.:  Seeley's  "A  New  School  Management/' 
Sharpless\  "Two  Centuries  of  Pennsylvania  History,"  "Common 
Sense  Didactics,"  by  Henry  Sabin,  also  Shakespeare's  "Hamlet," 
Cooper's  "Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  Elliott's  "Silas  Maimer"  and  the 
magazine  "Educational  Foundations."  Some  teachers  may  think 
that  they  get  very  little  accomplished  by  this  reading,  but  should 
they  not  do  it,  the  teachers  would  have  many  more  annoyances  and 
the  work  would  be  very  much  more  burdensome. 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was  held 
at  Tunkhannock,  from  December  5  to  9.  The  institute  was  a  success, 
if  we  are  warranted  in  judging  by  the  comments  from  the  teachers, 
public  press,  friends  and  educators.  The  better  way  to  judge  is  the 
inspiration  the  teachers  receive  and  put  into  practice.  We  can  say 
the  teachers  put  many  good  things  in  their  school  work  that  were 
given  at  the  institute.  The  instructors  present  were,  viz.:  Dr.  H.  R. 
Pattengill,  Lansing,  Michigan;  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Mans- 
field; Dr.  M.  Gr.  Brumbaugh,  University  of  Pa.;  Prof.  Geo.  E.  Little, 
Washington,  D.  C;  Elizabeth  DeBarrie  Gill,  Ogontz,  Pa.;  Florence 
E.  Scott,  Philadelphia,  and  Mary  E.  Frear,  Tunkhannock,  were  en- 
tertainers. 

The  music  was  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  of 
Ebensburg,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Eugene  DePue,  of  Tunkhannock,  was  the  pian- 
ist. Evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were,  viz.:  Monday,  "Car- 
men's Italian  Boys,"  of  Boston;  Tuesday,  lecture  by  Dr.  Martin  G. 
Brumbaugh,  "Americanism  in  Porto  Rico;"  Wednesday,  Entertain- 
ment and  Concert  by  the  Edison  Projectoscope  Company;  Thursday, 
Capt.  Jack  Crawford,  "A  Frontier  Monologue  Medley;"  Friday  after- 
noon, Entertainment,  "Music,  Mirth  and  Melody,"  by  DuBarrie  Gill 
Combination;  Friday  Evening,  Debate,  "Republicanism  vs.  Demo- 
cracy," by  Col.  Charles  H.  Grosvenor,  of  Ohio,  and  Hon.  Champ 
Clark,  of  Missouri.  There  were  131  of  the  135  teachers  present, 
also  many  citizens. 

The  directors  held  their  meeting  during  the  first  week  in  February 
at  Tunkhannock.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  very  interest- 
ing. Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  Harrisburg,  gave  two  excellent  ad- 
dresses before  the  Association  of  Directors. 

Rural  school  examinations  were  held  on  March  25  and  April  22, 
1905.  Fifty-one  attended  the  Centrals,  32  passed,  entitling  them- 
selves to  take  final,  though  21  reported  therefor,  16  of  whom  passed, 
receiving  county  school  diplomas. 
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The  county  superintendent  awarded  certificates  of  perfect  attend- 
ance to  all  pupils  in  the  county  reported  as  being  neither  tardy  nor 
absent  during  the  school  year;  129  were  given.  It  is  thought  that 
this  incentive  will  result  in  better  attendance  and  it  will  be  con- 
tinued during  the  coming  year.  However,  those  having  certificates 
will  not  receive  another  certificate;  but,  a  second  seal  for  the  ones 
they  have. 

Graduation  exercises  of  the  schools  were  held  as  usual  and  they 
reached  the  high  standard  of  the  past.  Some  it  was  thought,  having 
eclipsed  all  previous  efforts. 

Noxen  township  high  school  whose  successful  principal  is  H.  Stan- 
ley Doll,  held  the  first  closing  exercises  in  the  history  of  the  school 
district,  some  9  years.  There  was  a  throng  of  people  present  to  see 
Miss  Carrie  Schoonover  graduate,  she  being  the  first  and  only  one 
to  be  graduated  from  Noxen  township  high  school,  which  was  es- 
tablished in  1903. 

During  the  year  there  were  289  pupils  enrolled  who  were  never 
in  school  before,  22  more  than  on  previous  year. 

There  are  648  trees  on  the  school  grounds  of  the  county,  an  in- 
crease of  116  during  past  year. 

Two  farmers'  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  and  educational 
sessions  were  held. 

Visitors'  day  was  observed,  resulting  in  1,233  school  visitations. 
This  was  the  seventh  annual  observance  of  the  day  and  the  total 
number  of  visits  therefor,  8,361. 

On  May  13,  the  permanent  certificate  committee,  consisting  of 
Prof.  F.  H.  Taylor,  Meshoppen,  Miss  Mary  Walters,  Tunkhannock, 
and  Prof.  Harry  Wildrick,  Centremoreland,  held  an  examination  in 
Tunkhannock.  The  following  successful  candidates  were  exam- 
ined: W.  S.  Green,  Factoryville,  Welton  P.  Sheldon,  Lynn;  George 
Gay,  Mehoopany,  and  Ellis  D.  Ellsworth,  Vose. 

The  average  county  school  term  was  7.533  months,  it  being  7.45 
for  the  year  preceding,  and  for  the  State  7.83  months. 

The  average  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month  was  $1.77|.  The  aver- 
age percentage  of  attendance  was  85  per  cent. 

It  has  been  said  ''The  school  teachers  and  preachers  of  America  do 
more  to  mould  the  public  manners  of  American  boys  and  girls  than 
do  their  parents."  "Yes,"  some  one  says,  "but  teachers  are  well 
paid." 

As  the  standard  of  admission  into  the  occupation  of  teaching  is 
elevated,  will  the  business  increase  in  respectability;  and,  will  it  soon 
be  better  paid  than  brute  labor?  No  occupation  is  more  laborious; 
none  wears  out  muscle  and  brain  faster.  It  is  only  in  the  vigor  of 
early  manhood  that  a  man  can  follow  his  profession.     Shall  he  then 


140  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

be  paid  no  more  than  the  mechanic,  or  the  day  laborer  who  shovels 
sand  on  the  streets?  The  brain  labor  of  the  skillful  teacher  ought 
to  be  well  paid  as  the  brain  labor  of  the  lawyer,  the  physician,  the 
clergyman,  the  editor.  He  ought  to  dress  as  well  and  live  as  well. 
His  profession  ought  to  cost  him,  and  often  does,  as  much  time  and 
money  as  other  professions.  He  ought  to  be  paid  a  salary  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  supply  himself  with  a  library,  and  the  periodical 
literature  of  the  day.  He  should  have  a  salary  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  live  respectably,  dress  neatly,  and  move  in  the  intelligent 
circles  of  society  like  other  educated  men.  He  should  be  paid  enough 
to  support  a  family.  Teachers  well  paid  can  devote  all  their  time 
and  energies  to  the  schools.  They  are  not  greater  philanthropists 
than  their  neighbors  whose  children  they  educate.  None  of  them 
teach  for  pure  love  of  teaching.  They  do  their  duty  and  expect  their 
pay  for  it;  it  is  the  way  in  which  they  earn  their  living.  They  ought 
not  to  be  expected  to  break  mental  bread  to  the  children  of 
others  and  feed  their  own  with  stones.  Good  teachers  are  not  to 
be  estimated  by  their  daily  salary.  Persons  could  be  found  at  half 
the  present  rates,  but  the  people  would  be  the  losers.  It  is  the 
teachers  who  give  character  and  efficiency  to  the  schools.  The  State 
may  legislate,  the  people  may  vote  taxes  and  build  school  houses, 
but  the  teachers  build  schools,  and  mould  character  and  act  on  mind. 
High  salaries  will  attract  talent  and  skill,  and  hold  them  both  in  the 
schools.  If  the  people  desire  to  lay  well  the  foundations  for  all 
future  time,  they  must  employ  skilled  master  masons  to  hew  the 
corner  stones. 

The  teachers  of  this  State  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Dr.  Nathan  C. 
Scheaffer  for  his  unflinching  efforts  in  the  enacting  of  the  present 
minimum  salary  law,  that  can  never  be  paid. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  earnest  thanks 
for  the  kindness  and  consideration  exhibited  toward  the  county  su- 
perintendent, and  more  especially  for  the  warm  and  flattering  terms 
in  which  so  many  have  seen  fit  to  speak  of  my  official  action  during 
the  past  three  years. 

It  is  deeply  gratifying  to  find  that  I  have  met  the  approval  of  those 
who  ought  to  know  how  I  have  performed  the  duties  of  my  office,  and 
whose  good  opinion  is  therefore  most  desired. 

My  connection  with  my  fellow  workers  in  the  cause,  has  been  har- 
monious and  agreeable.  If  possible,  there  shall  be  no  backward 
steps,  but  a  redoubling  of  effort  for  the  good  of  the  cause  so  near 
and  dear  to  my  heart — Education. 
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YORK  COUNTY— D.  H.  Gardner. 


The  50th  annual  session  of  the  York  county  teachers'  institute  was 
held  in  the  York  high  school  auditorium  November  21  to  25,  1904. 
Of  the  062  teachers  teaching  in  the  county  and  city,  652  attended  the 
institute. 

The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  John  B.  Stetson, 
University,  Deland,  Florida;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago; Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  West  Chester;  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Millersville; 
Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Skippensburg,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck. 

Dr.  Hulley  discussed  literature,  Dr.  Fess  History  and  Civics;  Dr. 
Schmucker  Science,  Hon.  Henry  Houck  School  Management,  Dr. 
E.  O.  Lyte  and  Dr.  Eckels  Pedagogy.  The  sessions  were  largely  at- 
tended and  the  results  very  satisfactory.  The  York  County  Direc- 
tors' Association  met  in  the  high  school  auditorium  January  19,  1905, 
organized  by  electing  Mr.  W.  H.  Brodbeck,  President,  Dr.  J.  Thomas 
Galbreath,  Secretary,  and  Mr.  L.  S.  Stoner,  Treasurer.  One  hundred 
and  forty-seven  directors  were  in  attendance.  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart, 
J.  O.  Wolf,  county  superintendent,  Armstrong  county;  Dr.  E.  0. 
Lyte  and  Prof.  J.  WT.  Lansinger,  Millersville,  addressed  the  con- 
vention. 

The  following  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Asso- 
ciation to  be  in  Harrisburg,  February  9,  1905:  Mr.  Harry  Perry,  York 
township;  Mr.  S.  A.  Wise,  Peachbottom  township;  Mr.  Lewis  Hankel, 
Penn  township;  Perry  Snell,  Spring  Garden  township;  Mr.  E.  M. 
Kilgore,  Lower  Chanceford  township. 

Nine  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county.  The  meet- 
ings were  well  attended  and  the  instruction  very  helpful  to  the  teach- 
ers. 

Fair  view  township  built  a  very  fine  brick  school  house.  Manheim 
township  erected  a  splendid  school  house.  Penn  township  enlarged 
the  school  house  at  Centre.  Windsor  township  remodeled  house  at 
Windsorville.  It  is  now  two  stories  and  contains  four  rooms.  A 
number  of  school  houses  were  repaired  and  school  grounds  enlarged 
and  improved. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  school  department  for  many  valu- 
able suggestions  and  to  all  who  aided  in  advancing  the  educational 
interests  of  the  county. 
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REPORTS 


OF 


City  and  Borougli  Superintendents. 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


The  Allegheny  schools  have  finished  another  prosperous  year's 
work  without  interruption. 

A  large  building,  to  be  occupied  for  manual  training  and  domestic 
science,  is  in  progress  of  erection  in  the  Second  ward.  When  fin- 
ished, it  will  make  eleven  well  equipped  industrial  schools  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  We  expect,  eventually,  to  have  an  industrial 
department  in  every  ward  in  the  city. 

We  have,  at  present,  in  connection  with  the  ward  schools,  eighteen 
kindergartens  doing  good  work,  with  still  others  in  sight. 

We  added,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  to  our  corps  of  instructors, 
a  supervisor  of  physical  culture. 

So  far  as  the  school  controllers  are  concerned,  nothing  has  been 
omitted  to  advance  the  progress  of  our  schools. 

We  are  right  in  the  front  rank  as  regards  facilities  for  doing 
the  work.  It  remains,  therefore,  for  us — teachers,  principals,  and 
superintendent — to  do  our  part  faithfully  and  meet,  with  unabating 
efforts,  the  responsibilities  before  us. 


ALLENTOWN— Francis  D.  Raub. 


The  work  was  carried  on  regularly  in  the  different  grades  and 
satisfactory  progress  made.  A  few  rooms  in  the  primary  grades 
in  the  northern  and  western  part  of  the  city  were  somewhat  over- 
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crowded,  while  in  the  old  built  up  portion  of  the  city  quite  a  few  of 
the  rooms  were  far  from  overcrowded.  On  the  20th  of  August  of 
last  year  the  school  building  on  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Tilghman 
streets  caught  fire  and  the  damage  ensuing  was  such  that  it  was  not 
ready  for  occupancy  until  January.  To  still  further  complicate 
matters  the  eight  room  building  on  Ninth  street,  which  was  under- 
going extensive  remodeling  and  repairs,  was  not  completed  by  the 
opening  of  schools,  and  thus  the  pupils  of  twenty  rooms  were  lo- 
cated in  the  Fourth,  Ninth,  and  the  unoccupied  rooms  in  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  wards.  The  improvement  made  in  the  remodeling  and 
rebuilding  >of  the  Eigth  and  Tenth  buildings  was  fully  appreciated 
by  pupils  and  teachers  when  they  came  to  reoccupy  them. 

Music  is  taught  in  all  the  grades  in  charge  of  a  supervisor.  Very 
good  results  are  shown  and  the  study  is  pursued  with  interest  by 
pupils  and  teachers. 

For  the  first  time  last  year  a  drawing  supervisor  was  employed, 
who  gave  all  her  time  to  the  work.  The  results  amply  justified  the 
action  of  the  board,  and  the  teachers  fully  appreciated  the  assistance 
given  them. 

The  child  labor  law,  which  went  into  effect  May  2d  of  this  year, 
will  tend  to  keep  a  certain  class  of  pupils  in  school  one  year  longer, 
thus  they  will  be  able  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  school  for  an  addi- 
tional year.  Whilst  the  granting  of  employment  certificates  by  the 
superintendent  of  the  district,  or  his  deputy,  will  require  some  atten- 
tion and  time,  still  we  think  the  change  will  be  conducive  of  good,  for 
in  most  instances  the  school  department  of  the  district  is  in  posses- 
sion, or  can  secure  facts,  which  magistrates  are  unable  to  acquire 
readily. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  August 
29th,  and  whilst  the  regular  summer  vacation  was  thus  shortened, 
the  board  in  lieu  of  these  days  in  August  used  for  institute,  granted 
a  vacation  during  the  week  preceding  Easter.  This  was  very  satis- 
factory to  the  teachers. 

An  ungraded  evening  school  was  in  session  for  the  same  length  of 
time  as  last  year.  This  was  well  attended  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time. 

After  New  Year  an  evening  commercial  school  was  opened.  This 
was  taken  advantage  of  by  quite  a  number  of  young  people.  The 
attendance  was  such  that  it  was  kept  in  operation  until  the  end  of 
June.  The  board  has  decided  to  reopen  this  school  in  October  and 
continue  it  throughout  the  year,  as  long  as  the  attendance  war- 
rants it. 

And  now  in  conclusion,  we  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  De- 
partment for  courtesies  extended. 
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ALTOONA— D.  S.  Keith. 


After  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  new  high  school  building,  there 
was  considerable  delay  in  securing  the  deed  for  the  ground,  and 
the  contract  was  therefore  not  awarded  until  late  in  the  summer. 
The  building  is  now  in  process  of  erection  and  will  be  completed, 
it  is  expected,  about  next  December.  The  cost  of  the  ground,  build- 
ing, equipment,  etc.,  will  be  over  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  corner  stone  was  laid  Friday,  May  12th,  with  appropriate 
exercises.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, and  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  principal  of  Indiana  State  Normal 
School,  delivered  interesting  addresses  to  the  large  assembly  of 
citizens,  who  manifested  great  interest  in  the  event. 

The  high  school  enrolled  about  five  hundred  pupils.  At  the  annual 
commencement  held  on  the  evening  of  June  6th,  sixty  pupils  were 
graduated,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school.  Dr.  Geo. 
P.  Bible  delivered  an  able  address,  which  was  well  received. 

An  additional  kindergarten  was  opened  last  September  in  the 
Emerson  building,  making  the  total  number  four.  The  number  of 
pupils  taking  manual  training  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  an 
additional  teacher  was  required.  These  two  departments  have  been 
very  successful,  and  many  citizens  have  manifested  a  great  interest 
in  them. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  March  13th-17th.  Tie  sessions 
were  interesting  and  profitable.  The  instructors  were  Miss  Ada 
Van  Stone  Harris,  supervisor  of  kindergartens  and  primary  schools, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  superintendent  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  and  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  of  Chicago  University. 


AECHBALD— W.  A.  Kelley. 


The  term  of  1904-05  finished  auspiciously,  terminating  one  of  our 
most  successful  school  terms  with  class  exercise  which  surpassed  all 
the  others  of  previous  years.  There  were  thirteen  members  in  the 
class  of  1905,  each  one  doing  very  creditable  work  at  our  commence- 
ment. We  did  not  have  any  lecturer  at  our  closing  exercise  on 
account  of  hall  accommodation,  that  being  the  only  drawback  in 
our  work. 

During  the  year  our  teachers  held  and  visited  many  institutes, 
thereby  creating  a  new  energy  for  work  which  was  very  noticeable 
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in  the  schoolroom.  Only  three  of  our  teachers  hold  normal  school 
diplomas,  two  regular  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates;  the 
rest  hold  permanent  certificates.  Six  took  the  provisional  certifi- 
cate examination,  all  showing  careful  study.  I  visited  all  schools 
of  the  district  regularly  every  month,  some  schools  as  many  as  six 
times,  devoting  more  time  to  those  which  i  thought  needed  extra 
help;  a  few  receiving  private  instruction  in  schoolroom  work.  Only 
one  school  director,  John  J.  Barrett,  registered  in  teachers'  report 
book  monthly.  Visits  by  other  members  of  the  board  were  very 
few.  There  are  twenty-one  teachers  in  actual  teaching  work  during 
a  nine  months  term.  There  are  five  male  and  sixteen  female  teach- 
ers. The  average  salary  for  males  is  $61.00;  for  females  $42.80. 
The  number  ,pf  male  scholars  attending  all  the  schools  in  the  dis- 
trict was  524;  the  number  of  female  scholars  was  674;  the  whole 
number  in  attendance  1,198;  the  average  daily  attendance  in  the 
district  was  984,  making  an  average  percentage  of  attendance  in 
district  of  83  per  cent;  13  mills  were  levied  for  school  purposes;  11 
mills  were  levied  for  building  purposes.  The  amount  levied  for 
building  purposes  was  $6,280.13.  The  amount  levied  for  school  pur- 
poses was  $7,421.99,  making  a  total  amount  levied  $13,702.12.  State 
appropriation  for  year  ending  June,  1905,  was  f 4,755.42,  the  balance 
on  hand  from  last  year  was  8112.72;  from  tax  collector,  including 
taxes  of  all  kinds,  was  $13,589.40,  making  total  receipts  of  $18,547.54. 
Expenditures  were:  Furnishing  houses,  $113.00;  repairing,  $725.25.; 
teachers'  wages,  $9,240.00;  to  teachers  attending  annual  institute, 
$250.00;  for  text  books,  $706.84;  for  school  supplies,  $651.42;  for  fuel, 
$918.22;  for  secretary's  salary,  $200.00;  debt  and  interest  paid,  $2,- 
S42.69.  Other  expenses  were  82,357.38,  making  a  grand  total  of 
expenses  amounting  to  $18,365.51,  leaving  a  cash  balance  on  hand  of 
$92.03.     The  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month  wras  $1.09. 

Our  high  school  building,  which  was  erected  in  1875,  was  con- 
demned by  city  inspector  of  Scranton.  A  special  election  to  bond 
the  school  district  was  carried  by  a  big  majority.  The  election  called 
for  a  $35,000.00  bond  issue.  The  citizens  are  delighted  with  the 
outcome  of  the  special  election.  I  was  elected  at  the  last  superin- 
tendents' election. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  C.  Estler. 


Enrolled,  day  schools,  males,  600;  females,  675;  total,  1,275. 
Enrolled,  evening  school,  males,  64;  total  enrollment,  1.339,  which 
is  40  less  than  last  year. 

10—5—1905 
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The  children  that  required  the  attention  of  our  truant  officer  last 
year,  except  a  few  cases,  were  the  same  characters  found  on  the 
truant  list  this  year.  As  last  year,  nearly  every  truant  came  from  a 
home  in  which  either  father,  or  mother,  or  both  parents  were  dead. 

Our  teachers  pursued  a  course  of  pedagogical  reading  the  past 
winter,  and  fully  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  time  engaged  in 
the  work  by  superior  class  recitations  and  less  effort  in  disciplining. 
Particular  attention  was  given  to  chapters  that  dwelt  largely  on 
school  virtues,  morals,  and  cautions  to  teachers.  Discussions  en- 
tered into  at  our  monthly  grade  meetings  along  these  lines  made 
the  sessions  more  than  of  usual  interest. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  opera  house  Monday 
evening,  May  29th.  A  class  of  seventeen,  twelve  boys,and  five  girls, 
clothed  in  cap  and  gown,  was  graduated.  The  boys  not  only  pre- 
dominated in  number,  but  captured  the  honors  also. 

The  address  to  the  graduates  was  delivered  by  the  president  of  the 
school  board,  Joseph  B.  Garner,  who  was  graduated  nineteen  years 
ago  from  our  high  school,  and  has  the  honorable  distinction  of  being 
the  first  alumnus  to  address  a  class  or  fill  the  president's  chair  of 
our  school  board. 

Bonds  to  the  value  of  $5,000  were  redeemed  this  year. 


BEAVER  FALLS— Edward  Maguire. 


In  submitting  to  you  my  third  annual  report,  I  wish  to  acknowl- 
edge courtesies  received  at  your  hands  and  to  note  the  pleasant 
relations  that  exist  between  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
and  the  superintendents. 

Judged  by  good  standards,  the  year  just  closed  has  been  the  most 
successful  one  since  I  have  known  the  schools  of  Beaver  Falls.  The 
work  of  the  pupils  has  been  more  satisfactory  and  the  results  to 
them  have  been  better;  the  teachers,  in  my  opinion,  have  worked 
with  more  unity  of  purpose  and  more  intelligently,  therefore  more 
successfully.  It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  secure  among  so  many 
greater  harmony  of  action  and  good  will  than  have  characterized 
this  year's  work.  Of  course,  there  has  been  unfavorable  criticism, 
but  that  is  always  expected  and  always  heard.  That,  however, 
should  not  swerve  us  from  our  duty  to  the  public,  as  a  whole,  or 
cause  us  to  make  the  public  schools  a  place  for  special  privileges 
to  the  few. 
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Attendance. 

Unlike  last  year,  this  has  been  a  year  of  remarkable  freedom  from 
illness  among  the  pupils.  Only  five  cases  of  dangerous  contagious 
diseases  have  been  reported  by  the  health  authorities.  Chicken-pox 
is  the  only  disease  which  has  made  serious  inroads  on  good  attend- 
ance. 

Owing  partly  to  an  increased  attendance  at  St.  Mary's  Parochial 
school,  325  against  274  last  year,  our  total  registration  was  some- 
what less  than  last  year.  This  year  the  figure  is  1,761,  of  whom 
875  are  boys,  and  8S6  girls.  On  the  other  hand,  the  average  daily 
attendance  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  have  increased  consid- 
erably, being  respectively  1,446  and  94  as  compared  with  1,335  and 
91  last  year.  In  the  high  school  there  has  been  an  increase  of  25  per 
cent,  over  last  year.  This  is  the  best  average  attendance  for  three 
years,  and  is  to  be  attributed  to  two  causes — increased  interest  and 
a  more  efficient  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law. 

The  attendance  officer  has  had  a  busy  year,  and  has  performed 
his  duty  in  an  efficient  manner.  His  work  may  be  divided  into  two 
parts,  1,  investigating,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  cases  of  non- 
registration of  pupils  whose  names  appear  on  the  assessors'  lists, 
and  2,  investigating  later  cases  reported  by  the  teachers  during  the 
year.     The  figures,  given  separately,  are  as  follows: 

Assessors'  Lists. 

Total  on  lists  between  6  and  16  years  old, 1,635 

Number  of  cases  investigated,  for  non-registration, 504 

Number  found  working 99 

Number  moved  away,   92 

Number  attending  parochial  and  other  schools, 202 

Number  registering  late, 90 

Number  not  registered  on  account  of  illness, 14 

Number  on  lists  under  6  and  over  16, 5 

Number  unvaccinated, 2 

Reported  by  Teachers. 

Number  of  cases  investigated,   1.499 

Absent  for  good  reasons, • 1.129 

Absent  without  good  excuse,    :!44 

Number  found  working, 38 

Number  of  undetermined  cases, 26 

Number  upon  whom  notice  was  served, 20 

Number  arrested  and  taken  to  school 9 

Number  returned  to  school, 344 


148  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Organization. 

The  changes  in  organization  have  been  few  this  year.  The  schools 
have  been  working  forward  on  plans  previously  laid,  and  have,  for 
the  first  time,  completed  everything  as  planned.  The  number  of 
formal  examinations  has  been  reduced  to  two,  at  which  point  it  is 
expected  to  remain.  In  promotions,  class  work,  examinations,  and 
the  teacher's  judgment  are  taken  into  consideration. 

Last  year  it  was  reported  that  we  did  not  have  supervisors  of 
drawing  and  music.  Special  teachers  were  employed  this  year  in 
those  branches  as  well  as  in  elocution.  The  results  have  been  grati- 
fying and  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  step.  These  subjects,  have  placed 
no  additional  burdens  upon  the  pupils,  but  have  proved  stimulating 
and,  on  account  of  the  change,  restful,  not  to  mention  the  other 
advantages. 

In.  this  connection  the  personnel  of  the  teaching  force  may  be 
considered.  The  children  are  taught  by  women  all  through  the 
elementary  schools.  Most  of  them  do  not  reach  high  school.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  at  some  stage  of  their  work  boys  can  not  be  guided 
and  controlled  by  men,  notwithstanding  the  excellent  teaching  ability 
of  women. 

Another  matter  I  have  recommended  is  department  teaching  in 
the  two  upper  grades — a  plan  followed  with  so  much  success  in 
many  places. 

The  High  School. 

Commencement  was  held  June  2d.  Eleven  members  constituted 
the  class  of  1905. 

Our  high  school  gives  a  diploma  on  the  completion  of  a  four  years' 
course,  in  which  four  subjects  are  pursued  each  term,  for  five  forty- 
five  minute  periods  a  week.  Of  course,  we  offer  no  more  than  should 
be  contained  in  a  high  school  course.  But  there  are  numerous 
schools  which  do  no  more  than  one,  two,  or  three  years  of  high  school 
work,  and  yet  grant  "high  school  diplomas."  This  is  misleading  to 
the  public  and  unjust  to  those  who  graduate  from  the  better  schools. « 
Should  there  not  be  a  State  definition  of  what  constitutes  a  high 
school?  The  schools  offering  shorter  courses  are  certainly  within 
their  rights  as  to  the  length  of  the  courses,  but  they  should  be 
required  to  give  a  diploma  showing  the  facts.  Likewise  college 
courses  need  definition. 

Miscellaneous. 

Our  great  need  at  the  present  time  is  a  new  building.     We  have 
sufficient  seating  capacity,  but  that  is  not  the  point.     In  a  com- 
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munity  like  ours,  there  is  need  of  expansion  in  the  kinds  of  work — 
kindergartens  and  especially  manual  training  are  needed. 

The  room  libraries  have  been  increased  to  the  extent  of  352  vol- 
umes. The  home  circulation  of  the  books  has  been  this  year  27,872. 
The  collection  of  pictures  has  also  been  considerably  enlarged. 

A  problem  here  is  to  bring  the  parents  in  close  touch  with  the 
schools.  Two  exhibitions  of  drawings  and  other  school  work  were 
held,  but  the  total  number  of  visits  was  only  605.  But  (his  was  some 
progress,  and  it  is  always  pleasant  to  report  progress  of  any  kind. 


BETHLEHEM— Fred  W.  Bobbins. 


Bethlehem  nowr  ocupies  a  unique  place  among  the  cities  and  bor- 
oughs of  the  Commonwealth.  On  August  16,  1904,  the  borough  of 
West  Bethlehem  in  Lehigh  county,  having  15  schools  and  600  pupils, 
and  the  borough  of  Bethlehem  in  Northampton  county,  with  30 
teachers  and  1,150  pupils,  wTere  consolidated  into  a  new  borough 
named  Bethlehem. 

Preparations  had  been  previously  made  in  both  boroughs  for  the 
opening  of  their  schools.  The  respective  school  boards  had  organ- 
ized, teachers  had  been  elected,  books  and  supplies  purchased,  and 
everything  was  in  readiness  to  begin  teaching,  when  consolidation 
wras  effected. 

On  August  26th,  the  Bethlehem  school  board  held  a  special  meet- 
ing, closed  up  its  affairs,  and  adjourned  finally.  In  the  same  manner 
on  September  1st,  the  West  Bethlehem  board  met  and  passed  out  of 
existence.  On  the  next  day  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  two 
former  boards  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  organization,  after  which 
the  new  school  board  of  Greater  Bethlehem  at  once  began  to  ad- 
minister its  school  affairs  in  an  earnest  and  practical  way  that  bids 
fair  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  of  the  twTo  former 
boroughs. 

As  a  result  the  present  year  has  been  one  of  adjustment  to  new 
conditions.  The  two  high  schools  are  about  to  be  merged  into  one. 
the  courses  of  study,  rules,  and  regulations  have  been  unified,  and 
as  far  as  possible,  similar  text-books  will  be  used  next  year  in  the 
corresponding  grades. 

A  successful  series  of  teachers'  meetings  was  conducted  during 
the  term,  one  of  the  interesting  features  being  the  study  of  Victor 
Hugo's  "Les  Miserables."  Following  is  the  program  of  the  first 
meeting: 

12  : 
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Roll  Call. 

Remarks  by  the  Superintendent. 

Report:  "The  Mosely  Educational  Commission,"  Mr.  Geissinger. 

Report:  "First  Hand  Education  in  Sensible  Schools/'  Mr.  Hartzell. 

Intermission. 

General  Discussion:  "The  Responsibility  of  the  Teacher  with  Refer- 
ence to  Children  Outside  the  Schoolroom." 

Report:  "A  Primary  Number  Lesson,"  from  Ufer's  Pedagogy  of 
Herbart,  Miss  Schroeder. 

Sketch  of  Victor  Hugo's  Life  and  Writings,  Mr.  Laramy. 

Both  in  the  elementary  and  in  the  high  schools  efficient  work  has 
been  done  for  which  credit  is  due  to  teachers  and  school  board. 


BRADDOCK— Grant  Norris. 


I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the  Brad- 
dock  public  schools  for  the  school  year  ending  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  1905: 

Enrollment:  Males,  1,241;  females,  1,179;  total,  2,420. 

Average  attendance:  Males,  884;  females,  865;  total,  1,749. 

Average  enrollment  per  room :  41. 

We  have  had  very  little  trouble  with  contagious  diseases  during 
the  past  year,  due  to  the  excellent  system  of  our  board  of  health. 
There  was  not  a  single  case  of  small-pox. 

At  the  opening  of  school  we  had  one  room  of  45  children  and  not 
one  of  them  could  speak  to  the  teacher  in  the  English  language. 
Sixty  per  cent,  of  this  room  finished  our  first  year's  work.  Miss 
Eva  B.  Sweadner,  teacher  of  this  room,  has  just  recently  been  called 
away  by  the  Reaper  Death.  Miss  Sweadner  was  one  of  the  noblest 
of  women  and  the  best  of  teachers.  Her  death  is  a  great  loss  to 
the  schools  and  the  community  in  which  she  lived. 

We  are  still  lacking  a  kindergarten.  I  am  very  hopeful  that  our 
school  board,  which  has  so  grandly  equipped  us  with  every  thing  else, 
will  now  give  us  a  kindergarten  school,  particularly  among  the 
foreign  children. 

Not  a  single  teacher  resigned  her  position  during  the  year.  This 
was  largely  due  to  the  increase  in  salary  granted. 

During  the  year  every  one  <of  our  teachers  read  a  paper  on  an 
educational  question  before  the  whole  body  of  our  teachers.     The 
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papers  were  short  of  course.  Librarian  George  II.  Lamb  reported 
that  more  professional  books  on  school  work  were  read  last  year 
than  any  year  since  he  has  been  in  Braddock.  We  shall  carry  out  a 
similar  program  during  the  coming  year. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Miller. 


Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled, 3,000 

Number  enrolled  in  high  school, 455 

Number  of  graduates  (June,  1905), 70 

Number  entered  high  school  (first  year),  September,  1901,  . .  15G 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  all  grades,  entire  year, 96 

Amount  of  tardiness  during  the  year,  ^  of  one  per  cent. 

The  above  briefly  indicates  the  condition  of  school  affairs  in  this 
city.  An  earnest  and  united  effort  has  been  made  by  the  superin- 
tendent, teachers,  and  board  of  school  controllers  to  secure  the  best 
results  possible. 

Reception  to  Teachers  by  the  School  Board. 

A  year  ago  the  school  board  inaugurated  the  custom  of  giving  a 
reception  and  banquet  to  the  teachers  at  a  time  near  the  opening  of 
the  school  term.  The  second  annual  banquet  was  held  in  the  high 
school  building  on  the  evening  of  September  22,  1905. 

The  object  of  these  receptions  is  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  the 
teachers  to  meet  the  members  of  the  school  board,  for  members  of 
the  board  to  meet  the  teachers,  and  for  all  parties  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  each  other. 

The  menu,  prepared  by  pupils  of  the  domestic  science  departmeui . 
consisted  of  more  than  coffee,  sandwiches,  pickles  and  olives. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  wras  something  to  eat. 

Formality,  dress  suits,  and  decollete  effects  were  omitted. 

Toasts  concerning  matters  of  practical  school  affairs  were  re- 
sponded to  by  both  teachers  and  members  of  the  board. 

The  program  was  interspersed  with  music.  The  occasions  were 
heartily  enjoyed  by  all  in  attendance. 

Individual  Instruction. 

One  experiment,  which  we  are  making  this  year,  is,  perhaps, 
worthy  of  notice.  (Statement.)  Pupils  in  our  high  school  carry, 
usually,  four  subjects.  A  very  few  have  more;  a  very  few  have  less 
than  this  number. 
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Each  year  quite  a  number  of  pupils  fail  in  'one  or  more  subjects. 
This  condition  is  perhaps  true  in  most  high  schools  outside  of 
Batavia.  A  majority  of  these  failures  has  been  in  the  first  year  class. 
There  must  be  some  definite  cause  for  this,  and  there  ought  to  be  a 
remedy.  These  pupils,  while  in  the  grammar  grades,  have  been  ac- 
customed to  have  one  teacher  for  all  subjects.  They  could  go  to 
this  teacher  at  any  time  for  individual  help.  Grammar  grade  teach- 
ers devote  considerable  time  each  day  to  individual  instruction. 

In  the  high  school  different  conditions  prevail.  Pupils  have  dif- 
ferent teachers  for  different  subjects.  The  teacher  in  any  given 
subject  has  a  large  number  of  pupils  divided  into  different  sections, 
and  he  knows  but  little  of  the  progress  of  the  pupil  in  any  subject 
except  his  own.  The  stronger  teachers  demand  thorough  prepara- 
tion of  lessons  on  the  part  of  the  pupils;  hence  subjects  taught  by 
teachers  less  severe  are  apt  to  be  slighted;  again,  some  subjects  are 
more  difficult  for  some  pupils  than  other  subjects.  For  various 
reasons  pupils  fall  behind  in  one  or  more  subjects,  and  there  is  little 
opportunity  for  individual  help  unless  the  pupil  remain  after  school 
hours. 

It  seemed  to  the  superintendent,  that  if  a  teacher  could  be  found 
thoroughly  qualified  to  teach  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  various  sub- 
jects taught  in  the  high  school,  that  the  entire  time  of  such  teacher 
could  be  profitably  employed  in  giving  individual  assistance  to  the 
class  of  pupils  to  which  reference  has  been  made. 

The  matter  having  been  presented  to  the  board,  the  plan  was 
unanimously  endorsed,  and  the  superintendent  was  instructed  to 
find  and  recommend  a  teacher  for  this  purpose.  This  was  done  and 
a  teacher  elected. 

The  result  has  been  exceedingly  satisfactory.  During  the  second 
week  of  the  term,  55  pupils  were  given  individual  help  by  the  special 
teacher.  Of  these,  40  pupils  went  voluntarily,  15  were  sent  by  other 
teachers.  During  the  third  week,  the  number  increased  to  nearly 
100. 

The  subjects  most  called  for  were  Algebra  and  Latin,  though  almost 
every  subject  taught  in  the  high  school  was  represented.  The  time 
given  to  each  individual  pupil  varied  from  five  minutes  to  thirty 
minutes,  as  the  case  demanded.  While  the  plan  has  mot  been  in 
operation  long  enough  to  sum  up  final  results,  much  has  been  accom- 
plished, and  it  gives  promise  of  excellent  results. 

Interior  Decoration. 

During  the  summer  vacation,  the  assembly  hall  of  the  High  School 
has  been  finely  frescoed,  and  all  interior  walls  nicely  decorated. 

Expensive  statuary  has  been  placed  at  suitable  places  in  the  halls, 
and  through  all  the  school  buildings,  a  large  number  of  pictures 
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were  placed  upon  the  walls  during  the  year.  We  are  trying  to  do 
something  toward  developing  the  aesthetic  side  of  the  child's  nature. 

Our  special  departments  continue  to  grow  in  popularity.  Sub- 
stantial additions  have  been  made  to  the  manual  training  equipment. 
In  both  this  department  and  that  of  domestic  science,  we  claim  the 
best  and  most  complete  public  school  equipment  in  the  State. 

A  substantial  increase  has  been  made  in  teachers'  wages,  and  es- 
pecially of  those  teachers  who  by  thorough  and  efficient  work  have 
made  their  service  most  valuable  to  the  schools.  There  is  room  for 
still  further  improvement  along  this  line. 

To  members  of  the  board  of  school  controllers,  to  principals,  teach- 
ers, and  parents  as  well,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  and  co-operation  so  freely  extended  to  me. 


BRISTOL  BOROUGH— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  schools  of  Bristol  borough  closed  the  last  of  June  with  a 
greater  enrollment  than  ever  before.  In  consequence  of  the  larger 
number  of  pupuils  in  the  first  primary  grade,  it  was  necessary  dur- 
ing the  year  to  have  those  children  on  half  time.  The  result  of  that 
was  satisfactory  in  the  progress  made  by  the  children,  for  instead  of 
being  in  overcrowded  rooms  all  day,  they  were  receiving  for  a  half 
day  the  full  time  of  the  teacher  and  the  same  percentage  of  pupils 
was  promoted  as  usual. 

This  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  was  also  noticeable  in  the 
higher  grammar  grades  and  a  new  grammar  room  was  opened.  It 
is  expected  that  the  new  child  labor  law  will  hold  the  children 
longer  in  school  and  provision  will  be  made  for  that.  The  work  of 
the  teachers  has  been  very  gratifying  and  has  been  done  in  a  truly 
professional  spirit.  Many  of  the  teachers  have  spent  time  and  money 
on  university  courses  of  study  or  on  similar  work. 

The  action  of  the  school  board  in  raising  the  salaries  of  the  teach- 
ers fifty  dollars  per  year  was  most  gratifying  to  the  teachers  and  also 
to  the  friends  of  the  schools,  as  it  showed  appreciation  of  the  work 
and  a  determination  to  be  in  the  line  of  progress. 

During  the  winter  a  lecture  course  was  conducted  by  the  teachers 
and  the  speakers  were  all  of  a  high  order.  The  patrons  and  friends 
of  the  schools  most  enthusiastically  endorsed  it  and  heartily  enjoyed 
it  and  look  to  the  teachers  for  progressive  action. 

In  the  early  spring  the  schools  met  with  a  serious  loss  in  the  death 
of  the  President  of  the  School  Board,  John  K.  Wildman.     He  has 
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been  a  director  for  twenty-one  years  and  president  for  seventeen 
years.  He  had  the  real  interest  of  the  schools  at  heart  and  much  of 
the  advance  and  progress  of  the  schools  were  due  to  him.  The  pupils 
and  teachers  found  in  him  a  real  friend.  Many  of  the  boys  and  girls 
remember  him  most  gratefully  for  his  kindly  advice  and  helping 
hand  when  they  were  starting  out  in  the  world.  His  influence  will 
long  be  felt  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  continue  the  growth  and 
progress  of  the  schools,  that  the  children  of  Bristol  may  have  the  best 
opportunities  to  fit  themselves  for  the  struggles  with  life. 


BUTLER— John  A.  Gibson. 


The  school  year  of  1904-1905  witnessed  characteristic  features  of 
the  steady  and  substantial  growth  of  the  Butler  public  schools. 

In  the  past  nine  (9)  years  the  average  monthly  enrollment  has  in- 
creased from  1,890  to  2,360,  the  average  daily  attendance  from  1,G68 
to  2,149,  and  the  days  of  attendance  from  297,000  to  382,000.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  25  per  cent,  in  average  monthly  enrollment, 
and  28  per  cent,  in  daily  and  total  attendance.  The  excess  of  the 
latter  percentage  over  the  former  shows  the  good  results  of  the  en- 
forcement of  compulsory  attendance. 

The  increase  of  25  per  cent,  in  average  monthly  enrollment  in  nine 
(9)  years  has  not  kept  pace,  however,  with  the  growth  of  the  bor- 
ough, which  has  probably  had  50  per  cent,  increase  in  population  in 
that  period.  Multiplied  opportunities  for  employment  induce  many 
parents  to  convert  their  children  into  money-earners  at  an  early  age. 
There  has  also  been  a  large  increase  in  our  foreign  population.  The 
children  of  this  class  are  usually  held  in  school  with  great  difficulty 
during  the  compulsory  period  and  are  set  to  work  as  soon  as  legal 
pressure  is  removed. 

In  the  same  period  the  number  of  teachers  below  the  high  school, 
exclusive  of  special  teachers  and  principals,  has  increased  from 
36  to  51,  an  increase  of  40  per  cent.,  reducing  the  average  monthly  en- 
rollment for  teachers  below  the  high  school  from  50  to  43.  In  the 
same  period  the  percentage  of  pupils  during  the  prescribed  grade 
work  and  regularly  promoted  has  risen  from  80  per  cent,  in  the  school 
year  1898-1899  to  92  per  cent,  in  the  school  year  1904-1905. 

During  the  year  just  closed  special  work  was  done  along  the 
line  of  reading.  Miss  Anna  R.  Lazear,  of  Pittsburg,  was  engaged  to 
give  the  corps  of  teachers  instruction  in  reading  with  most  bene- 
ficial results.  An  impetus  was  given  to  this  work  which  will  remain 
for  many  years. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  a  revision  of  the  course  of  study  was  com- 
pleted, which  makes  provision  for  seventeen  (17)  steps  below  the 
high  school  and  eight  (8)  steps  in  the  high  school.  Promotions  are 
made  each  half  year,  the  normal  pupils  and  classes  doing  two  (2) 
steps  in  a  school  year.  Provision  is  made  for  those  pupils  who  arc 
capable  of  moving  at  a  more  rapid  rate  and  during  the  past  year 
one  hundred  sixty-six  (16C)  extra  steps  were  covered  by  pupils  of  this 
class. 

The  school  board  has  continued  its  progressive  and  liberal  policy. 
The  salaries  of  teachers  have  been  steadily  advanced.  A  conscien- 
tious and  successful  endeavor  has  been  made  to  recognize  merit  in 
this  increase.  Preliminary  steps"  have  been  taken  for  securing  a 
site  for  a  new  high  school  building  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  next 
annual  report  will  show  this  structure  well  under  way. 

The  Alumni  of  the  High  School  were  successfully  organized  during 
the  school  year  and  their  banquet  at  the  close  of  the  term  was  an 
unqualified  success  in  every  sense.  Many  progressive  lines  of  work 
have  been  laid  out  by  the  association  and  under  the  efficient  leader- 
ship of  its  enthusiastic  officers  it  gives  promise  of  great  benefit  to 
the  high  school  and  the  educational  sentiment  of  the  community. 

The  spirit  of  co-operation  between  the  school  board,  the  teaching 
force,  and  the  general  community  is  gratifying  in  the  extreme, 
and  has  rendered  the  position  of  the  Superintendent  most  pleasura- 
ble. 


CARBONDALE— Elmer  E.  Garr. 


Enrollment. 

Day  School:  Male,  1,369;  female,  1,499;  total  attendance,  2,868. 

Night  School:  Male,  298;  female,  83;  total  attendance,  331. 

Total  enrollment  for  year,  3,199. 

Average  attendance:  Day  school,  Male,  1,071;  female,  1,129;  total 
average,  2,200. 

The  number  of  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school,  June  16, 
1905,  37.     (This  is  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school). 

The  average  percentage  of  attendance,  90. 

The  number  of  pupils  promoted  at  the  end  of  the  school  term: 
Male,  916;  female,  1,015;  total,  1,931. 

The  Annual  Commencement  Address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Harris, 
President  of  Bucknell  University. 
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City  Institute. 

The  city  teachers  institute  was  held  December  19-23.  The  follow- 
ing instructors  were  employed:  Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson,  State  Super- 
intendent of  Maine  and  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  of  the  Bloomsburg 
State  Normal  School. 

The  evening  entertainments  and  lectures  were  given  by  Rev. 
Frank  Dixon,  Mr.  Raymon  Reyes  Lala,  Hon.  George  R.  Wendling  and 
The  Cleveland  Ladies  Orchestra. 

As  long  as  the  directors  make  an  effort  to  elect  thoroughly  com- 
petent teachers  so  long  may  we  expect  satisfactory  work  done  in 
the  schools.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  school  directors  do 
not  always  bear  in  mind  the  important  fact  that  a  thoroughly  com- 
petent teacher  is  essential  to  the  success  of  the  school,  at  least,  they 
do  not  always  act  in  conformity  with  this  idea.  It  is  really  a  pity 
that  directors  so  often  vote  for  teachers  because  they  are  "friends" 
for  some  reason  or  other,  especially  political  "friends." 

Some  radical  change  in  the  local  administrations  of  school  affairs 
throughout  the  State  is  absolutely  necessary  to  remedy  existing 
evils.  " 


CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


The  public  schools  of  Carlisle  closed  a  term  of  nine  and  one-half 
months  June  15.  The  attendance  in  the  upper  grammar  and  high 
school  grades  increased  24  per  cent,  over  that  of  last  year.  The  total 
enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,560;  the  average  daily  attendance  was 
1,295;  and  the  number  promoted  at  the  end  of  the  term  was  1,140. 
While  the  percentage  of  promotions  seems  low,  when  we  consider 
that  we  have  only  eight  years  below  the  high  school,  with  a  nine 
and  one-half  months'  term,  and  that  more  than  one-seventh  of  our 
enrollment  are  colored  children,  among  whom  attendance  is  irregular 
and  desire  for  an  education  not  strong,  we  feel  that  substantial 
work  was  done  during  the  year. 

Industrial  training  in  the  form  of  chair  caning  for  the  boys  and 
plain  sewing  for  the  girls  were  introduced  in  the  upper  grades  of  the 
colored  schools.  We  gave  two  hours  per  week  to  this  work  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  term.  Apparently  this  interested  our  colored 
people  and  we  hope  for  good  results  next  year. 

For  a  number  of  years  memory  selections  have  been  taught  as 
the  different  teachers  saw  fit.  Last  year  a  carefully  graded  list  of 
choice  selections  was  arranged  for  each  grade  below  the  high  school. 


No.  5.  CHAMBERSBURG.  15? 

As  the  selections  wore  memorized,  they  were  copied  in  note-books 
so  that  they  can  be  preserved  and  reviewed  from  year  to  year. 

Small  libraries  were  placed  in  each  of  the  Gth  grade  schools. 
Many  of  the  children  took  great  interest  in  reading  from  these 
libraries.  The  average  number  of  books  read  by  each  pupil  was  15. 
The  average  number  read  by  each  pupil  in  the  grammar  school  (7th 
and  8th  years)  was  13.  These  results  would  argue  that  it  pays  to 
give  children  access  to  good  literature. 

May  18th  was  observed  as  "Patrons'  Day."  Invitations  were  sent 
to  all  the  patrons  of  the  schools  requesting  them  to  come  out  and 
examine  the  work  in  writing  and  drawing  which  had  been  tastefully 
arranged  in  the  several  school  buildings,  as  well  as  to  witness  the 
regular  school  work  which  was  continued  in  all  the  schools.  In 
response  to  this  request  over  2,200  visits  were  made  to  the  schools 
on  that  day.  In  all  315  visits  were  made  by  directors,  839  by  the 
Superintendent,  and  4,557  by  patrons  during  the  year. 

November  20th  we  were  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  ex- 
Superintendent  S.  B.  Shearer,  whose  failing  health  caused  him  to 
resign  his  position  two  years  ago.  In  memory  of  his  long  and  faith- 
ful services  all  the  schools  were  closed  the  day  of  the  funeral,  and 
the  following  minute  was  adopted  by  the  Carlisle  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion: *  *  *  "Resolved,  That  the  teachers  deeply  mourn  the 
loss  of  one  who  had  been  their  genial  companion,  a  faithful  coun- 
sellor, and  a  consecrated  teacher,  who,  gifted  by  nature  with  a  gen- 
erous disposition,  a  keen  intellect,  and  a  conscience  quick  and  strong 
to  recognize  the  demands  of  duty,  counted  not  his  life  dear  in  the 
service,  and  has  made  the  profession  nobler  for  having  lived  and 
labored  therein." 


CHAMBERSBURG— Samuel  Gelwix. 


Our  schools  closed  May  26th,  after  a  reasonably  successful  nine 
months'  term.  Our  arrow  did  not  reach  the  sun,  but  we  have  cause 
for  encouragement. 

As  our  borough  increases  in  population  so  our  schools  increase 
in  numbers.  During  the  past  year  we  admitted  1,880,  an  increase 
of  82  over  last  year.  It  is  probable  that  the  borough  limits  will  be 
extended  in  a  short  time.  Should  this  be  done  at  least  200  more 
pupils  will  be  added  to  our  lists. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the  prospects  for  a  new 
up-to-date  high  school  building  are  very  bright.  Unless  our  directors 
are  too  much  baffled  in  their  selection  of  a  suitable  site,  work  on  the 
new  structure  will  be  begun  at  an  early  day. 
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The  high  school  has  reached  such  a  size  as  to  render  the  present 
facilities  inadequate.  During  the  term  199  pupils  were  enrolled,  a 
number  of  whom  were  from  outlying  districts.  That  the  school 
might  be  accommodated,  it  became  necessary  to  secure  other  quar- 
ters for  one  of  the  grade  schools  that  formerly  had  been  taught  in 
the  high  school  building.  Another  teacher  was  added  to  the  faculty, 
thus  giving  the  school  the  advantage  of  five  instructors. 

A  number  of  other  schools  are  so  conjested  as  to  render  satisfactory 
results  impossible.  As  soon  as  the  new  building  is  completed,  ex- 
isting difficulties  will  be  overcome. 

During  the  year  our  teachers  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  attending  a 
series  of  lectures  on  Child  Study,  by  Dr.  Amy  Tanner,  of  Wilson 
College.  Dr.  Tanner  has  attained  prominence  as  an  author,  and  her 
lectures  are  the  result  of  experience  and  careful  study. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  regular 
attendance  on  the  part  of  our  colored  children.  Some  of  this  irre- 
gularity is  due  to  poverty,  some  to  indifference,  and  some  to  pre- 
judice. Notwithstanding  the  watchfulness  of  our  attendance  officer, 
we  have  been  obliged  to  contend  with  truancy  to  a  limited  degree. 
We  have  been  unable  to  successfully  solve  the  problem  as  to  com- 
pletely breaking  up  this  vicious  habit. 

The  board  of  directors  is  to  be  commended  for  the  increase  of 
salary  allowed  our  teachers.  This  increase  necessitated  a  higher 
rate  of  taxation,  but  the  expected  opposition  to  heavier  taxes  did 
not  materialize  except  in  a  very  few  cases. 

Any  success  that  has  attended  my  humble  efforts  has  by  no  means 
been  entirely  due  to  the  work  of  the  superintendent.  An  intelligent 
board  of  directors,  an  earnest  corps  of  teachers,  a  class  of  patrons 
in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  work  of  the  school,  the  courtesy  of 
the  press — all  these  have  contributed  much  toward  advancing  the 
cause  of  popular  education  in  our  town.  I  bespeak  the  same  loyal 
support  during  the  term  on  which  I  am  about  to  enter. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— Chas  A. 

Wagner. 


Forty-eight  eighth  grade  pupils  promoted  to  our  high  school  out 
of  a  class  which  numbered  08  pupils  eight  years  ago  when  they  en- 
tered our  schools  shows  that  we  are  bringing  70  per  cent,  of  our 
pupils  to  the  high  school.  Forty-six  of  the  48  will  go  to  higher 
schools,  according  to  their  reports  upon  blanks  sent  them  for  this 
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purpose.  Deducting  3  per  cent,  from  the  68  who  entered  eight  years 
ago  as  due  to  natural  mortality  (as  shown  in  mortality  tables),  and 
we  are  still  fitting  70  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  for  the  high  school,  and 
actually  get  them  there.  This  is  a  distinct  contradiction  of  the  regu- 
lar statement  that  from  three  to  ten  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  get  into 
the  high  school.  I  submit  the  proposition  to  the  educators  of  the 
State — should  we  not  compute  the  percentage  upon  the  number  who 
began  the  course  together,  rather  than  to  regard  the  number  of 
pupils  in  a  system  of  schools  at  any  one  time  as  the  base  and  find 
what  percentage  of  that  entire  enrollment  the  actual  high  school  en- 
rollment is. 

Our  graduating  class  from  the  high  school  this  year  numbered 
ten — three  boys,  two  of  whom  will  go  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

Owing  to  increase  of  population  due  to  increased  building  in  our 
township,  three  of  our  primary  rooms  were  required  to  enroll  more 
than  fifty  pupils  each.  Because  we  had  no  rooms  in  which  to  open 
additional  schools,  we  •were  compelled  to  appoint  assistants  to  the 
primary  teachers.  While  the  children  get  more  chance  for  them- 
selves in  this  way,  the  plan  is  far  from  ideal,  and  is  to  be  borne  with 
only  as  a  temporary  measure.  Belief  is  in  sight  for  us.  The  new 
township  high  school  building,  with  accommodations  for  about  300 
pupils  will  enable  us  to  take  eighth  grades,  out  of  all  our  grade 
schools,  thus  relieving  each  of  the  six  grade  buildings,  and  to  con- 
centrate the  eighth  grade  in  the  new  building.  When  the  seven 
grades  then  remaining  in  the  grade  buildings  are  redistributed,  we 
will  be  able  to  relieve  all  the  overcrowding. 

In  April  of  this  year  the  board  began  the  erection  of  a  new  town- 
ship high  school  building,  the  first  which  is  to  be  devoted  exclusively 
to  high  school  work  that  has  been  erected  in  any  township  in  the 
State.  As  this  school  was  the  pioneer  township  high  school  of  the 
State  (founded  in  1884),  it  is  quite  fitting  that  it  should  be  the  first 
to  have  its  own  exclusive  home.  The  building  is  constructed  of  Con- 
shohocken  stone,  two  and  a  half  stories  high,  will  contain  about 
twenty  rooms  and  an  auditorium  to  seat  600  people.  Its  cost  will  be 
about  |70,000.  We  expect  to  enter  the  new  building  about  April 
1,  1906,  with  150  or  more  pupils,  four  teachers  who  give  all  their 
time  to  it,  and  three  who  give  part  of  their  time  to  the  high  school 
work. 

As  the  foregoing  statements  indicate,  our  schools  are  prospering. 
Judged  b}T  the  outpouring  of  our  parents  to  meetings  in  our  school 
houses,  they  are  interested  and  pleased  with  their  work.  The  best 
evidence  of  indorsement,  however,  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  send 
their  children  to  us  for  their  schooling.  In  a  community  where  there 
are  many  private  schools,  such  as  ours,  there  are  many  reasons  which 
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can  be  found  and  given  for  sending  children  to  the  private  school. 
Notwithstanding  the  presence  of  seven  other  schools  in  our  eight 
square  miles  of  territory,  the  public  schools  educate  1,249  of  the 
pupils  out  of  the  1,400  on  the  assessors'  lists,  and  of  the  151  not  in 
the  public  schools,  a  large  number  are  at  work  on  the  age  permit 
(between  fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age).  These  statements  are 
made  not  in  any  spirit  of  unfriendliness  to  our  private  schools.  We 
merely  wish  to  call  our  parents'  attention  to  the  facts. 

Our  board  and  myself  take  this  occasion  to  convey  our  thanks  to 
the  Department  for  its  many  kindnesses,  and  for  its  prompt  and 
cheerful  service  in  answering  annoying  questions. 


CHESTER^— A.  Duncan  Yocum. 


In  order  that  my  report  may  be  readily  comprehended,  it  seems 
best  to  introduce  it  by  giving  in  brief  the  point  of  view  that  lies  back 
of  such  phases  of  work  as  it  describes.  It  is  a  popular  and  therefore 
common  assumption  that  if  the  personality  and  general  training  of 
the  teacher  are  right,  courses  of  study  and  methods  of  instruction 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  Stated  negatively  and  in  somewhat 
modified  form,  the  proposition  is  true  enough.  If  personality  and 
general  training  are  weak,  nothing  else  can  take  their  place.  But 
in  the  absence  of  economical  system  and  expert  specialization,  the 
happiest  personality  fortified  by  years  of  general  training,  wastes  as 
much  time  in  the  school  room  as  in  the  laboratory  or  machine  shop. 
An  efficient  school  system  must  not  only  make  ample  provision  for 
the  wise  selection  and  the  adequate  training  of  teachers,  but  have 
a  course  of  study  detailed  with  sufficient  care  to  ensure  the  emphasis 
of  essentials  at  the  right  time  and  in  proper  relation,  a  system  of 
grading  and  promotion  that  affords  the  individual  pupil  maximum 
opportunity  for  advancement,  uniform  tests  to  determine  the  com- 
parative knowledge,  skill  and  independent  judgment  attained  by 
the  pupils  of  the  various  schools  composing  each  grade,  and,  most 
important  of  all,  a  scheme  of  supervision  that  provides  for  expert 
inspection  of  the  details  of  grade  work,  and  has  for  its  main  end  the 
use  by  each  teacher  of  what  is  best  in  the  methods  of  all.  The  neces- 
sity of  close  direction  of  the  work  of  the  teacher  lies  first  in  the  fact 
that  it  is  not  in  the  general  plan  of  school  work  but  in  the  teaching 
of  its  details  that  most  time  and  energy  are  wasted,  and  second,  in 
the  assumption  that  among  the  multitude  of  possible  ways  of  teach- 
ing the  same  detail,  there  is  always  some  one  method  most  effective 
for  the  majority  of  pupils.     This  expert  supervision  of  details  can 
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and  must  be  made  a  means  of  promoting  the  individuality  of  the 
teacher  rather  than  of  repressing  it.  It  must  not  be  used  to  impose 
upon  the  corps,  inflexible  plans  and  methods  of  superintendent  or 
supervisor,  but  to  organize  the  whole  teaching  body  into  college 
of  workers,  whose  results  are  not  only  closely  watched  by  central 
authority,  but  when  especially  significant,  reported  upon  by  the 
teachers  themselves,  to  the  end  that  the  methods  of  teaching  each 
important  detail  of  grade  work  are  tested  and  compared  and  those 
proved  most  effective  selected  for  general  use.  The  most  certain 
way  of  discouraging  individual  initiative  is  to  concede  to  the  in- 
dividual teacher  a  pseudo  independence,  which  leaves  the  compara- 
tive efficiency  of  her  methods  of  work  undertermined,  relieves  her 
of  the  responsibility  of  making  personal  contribution  to  methods 
which  represent  the  best  results  obtained  by  her  fellow  workers,  and 
permits  her  to  reject  methods  of  others  which  have  proved  more 
effective  than  her  own,  together  with  the  stimulus  to  originality 
which  comes  with  their  intelligent  adaptation  to  conditions  more  or 
less  peculiar  to  her  particular  environment. 

The  various  means  used  to  continue  the  training  of  teachers  have 
been  fully  described  in  a  former  report.  About  12  per  cent,  have 
taken  special  courses  at  higher  institutions  of  learning.  All  have 
engaged  in  professional  reading.  All  have  attended  lecture  courses 
given  at  educational  meetings,  and  at  the  annual  institute  and 
monthly  teachers  meetings  have  been  brought  into  contact  with  the 
great  educational  leaders.  All  have  access  to  the  leading  profes- 
sional journals.  The  examination  requirements  for  professional  cer- 
tificates have  been  raised  and  made  to  include  such  advanced  work 
as  may  be  helpful  in  the  teaching  of  the  grammar  grades.  No 
teacher  who  does  not  hold  such  a  certificate  can  teach  in  the  grades 
above  the  third.  While  comparatively  few  teachers  directly  bene- 
fitted by  the  passage  of  the  minimum  salary  law,  most  teachers  have 
had  their  salaries  increased  as  an  indirect  consequence.  The 
monthly  pay  of  grade  teachers  having  five  years  experience  and 
holding  a  permanent  certificate  is  now  $50.  If  they  have  had  special 
training  and  are  employed  in  departmental  work  it  is  $60. 

The  work  in  most  branches  has  been  sufficiently  detailed  to  indi- 
cate such  facts  as  must  be  permanently  memorized  by  all  pupils, 
in  sharp  distinction  from  descriptive  and  explanatory  material  from 
which  individuals  may  select  what  appeals  to  their  interest  or  is 
within  the  range  of  their  intelligence.  The  reduction  of  this  first 
class  of  material  to  the  minimum,  not  only  gives  the  weaker  pupils 
a  better  chance  of  promotion,  but  affords  sufficient  time  for  the 
presentation  of  the  descriptive  and  explanatory  matter  and  the  con- 
sequent broadening  of  the  work  at  most  points  for  some  pupils  and 
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at  some  points  for  all.  The  system  of  plural  grading  inaugurated 
last  year,  by  permitting  pupils  to  take  work  simultaneously  in  two 
or  more  grades,  prevents  them  from  being  held  back  in  subjects  in 
which  they  are  fully  capable  of  advancing,  on  account  of  their  failure 
in  others.  For  the  past  four  years,  half  the  time  assigned  in  the 
program  to  the  principal  branches,  has  been  set  aside  for  individual 
work.  The  full  measure  of  success  which  the  plan  should  achieve 
has  been  prevented  by  excessive  work  assigned  to  particular  grades 
in  the  branches  in  question,  too  much  correction  of  papers,  and  fail- 
ure to  discriminate  between  assistance  that  weakens  by  doing  for 
pupils  what  they  can  do  for  themselves,  and  the  individual  drill  that 
compels  mastery  followed  by  the  suggestion  which  points  the  way 
to  self  help.  With  these  obstacles  removed,  I  see  no  reason  why 
any  pupil  of  average  industry  and  ability,  who  is  regular  in  atten- 
dance, should  fail  of  promotion. 

The  factor,  however,  most  essential  to  the  success  of  the  local 
work  has  been  found  to  be  the  use  of  detailed  methods  of  instruction 
more  than  usually  economical.  In  developing  such  methods,  the 
superintendent  bas  had  the  help  of  the  teachers — their  criticisms, 
suggestions,  adaptations  and  inventions  being  responsible  for  some  of 
the  steps  in  instruction  most  helpful  to  the  majority  of  pupils. 

Our  greatest  needs  at  present  are  grade  supervisors,  an  official 
examiner,  and  practical  courses  in  drawing,  manual  training  and 
domestic  science.  Since  the  necessary  funds  are  lacking,  a  campaign 
for  increased  school  income  has  been  inaugurated,  upon  the  success 
of  which  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  system  very  largely  depends. 


COAL  TOWNSHIP,  NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Albert 

Lloyd. 


An  increase  in  our  salary  schedule  marked  a  progressive  step  in 
the  trend  of  educational  sentiment.  The  increase  averages  about  12 
per  cent.  The  schedule  provides  that  male  teachers  holding  pro- 
visional certificates  are  to  receive  sixty  dollars  and  females,  forty 
dollars;  males  holding  professional  certificates,  sixty-four  dollars, 
and  females,  forty-four  dollars;  males  holding  permanent  certificates 
or  State  Normal  diplomas,  sixty-eight  dollars  and  females,  fifty  dol- 
lars. This  had  the  immediate  effect  of  encouraging  the  teachers,  in- 
spiring and  inciting  them  to  greater  endeavor,  and  will  ultimately  re- 
sult in  enhancing  the  work  of  the  school-room  by  demanding  from 
the  teaching  force  a  better  preparation  and  a  higher  standard  of 
efficiency. 


No.  5.  COATESVILLE.  163 

Two  causes  were  operative  in  producing  an  increased  attendance. 
First,  the  absence  of  contagious  diseases  and  the  general  good 
health  of  the  schools.  Second,  a  closer  detailing  of  the  work  of 
the  attendance  officer.  The  best  results  from  the  compulsory  educa- 
tional law  will  be  attained  only,  when  its  enforcement  is  made  cer- 
tain and  positive.  This  does  not  imply  the  promiscuous  arresting  of 
all  offenders,  for  by  far  the  majority  of  cases  can  be  successfully 
dealt  with  without  resorting  to  harsh  measures;  nor  does  it  mean 
the  well-studied  arrest  of  certain  offenders  for  the  terrifying  of 
others;  but  it  does  mean  that  the  law  must  be  patiently  and  persist- 
ently applied  to  every  case  and  as  close  to  the  absence  as  possible. 
To  this  end,  teachers  were  required  to  report  immediately  all  ab- 
sences of  three  days.  These  were  at  once  turned  over  to  the  at- 
tendance officer  for  investigation.  It  multiplied  our  labors,  but  an 
increased  attendance  fully  compensated  our  efforts. 

The  increase  in  the  attendance  at  the  Lafayette  and  Lincoln  schools 
necessitated  the  election  of  two  assistant  teachers.  In  other  years 
the  results  where  two  teachers  were  employed  in  one  room,  were 
decidedly  unsatisfactory.  This  year  we  adopted  the  "Batavia  ex- 
periment"— one  teacher  hearing  the  classes,  the  other  giving  per- 
sonal, individual  instruction  to  pupils  falling  behind.  The  results 
were  better  than  we  had  reason  to  expect.  I  suggest  this  as  the  most 
feasible  plan  where  it  is  necessary  to  employ  two  teachers  in  one 
room. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  high  school  for  the  year  is  44;  male, 
14;  female,  30.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  term  is  98. 
When  we  reflect  that  eleven  of  these  pupils  travelled  for  a  distance 
of  four  miles  through  the  cold  and  snows  of  the  winter  months,  and 
that  the  percentage  of  attendance  at  no  time  was  less  than  95,  we 
are  confident  that  we  have  just  cause  to  feel  that  the  proper  student 
spirit  is  existent. 

Before  a  large  and  appreciative  audience,  the  high  school  class  of 
sixteen  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  regularly  graduated  in  the 
G.  A.  B.  Opera  House  of  Shamokin,  on  the  evening  of  May  23. 


COATESVILLE— Wm.  T.  Gordon. 


Notwithstanding  the  much  overcrowded  condition  of  our  schools, 
the  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  one  >of  marked  success.  Earn- 
est and  conscientious  work  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils, 
and  a  willing  co-operation  of  both  with  the  Superintendent  in  his 
efforts  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  have  been  crowned 
with  abundant  success. 
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There  were  enrolled  in  all  of  our  schools  during  the  year  760  males 
and  833  females,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  1,593,  which  is  an 
average  of  59  to  each  room — a  number  to  which  no  teacher,  however 
competent,  can  do  justice.  Such  were  the  conditions  even  after  three 
new  rooms  had  been  opened  in  the  early  part  of  the  term.  The 
percent  of  attendance  for  the  entire  term  was  93  which,  consider- 
ing the  severity  of  the  weather  last  winter,  is  very  creditable. 

By  vigilance  on  the  part  of  our  truant  officer  supported  by 
prompt  and  vigorous  action  on  the  part  of  our  school  board,  we  have 
been  able  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law  with  a  flatter- 
ing degree  of  success. 

The  work  in  the  high  school  received  a  severe  set  back  early  in 
the  term  by  the  resignation  of  the  principal,  and  later  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  vice  principal.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  that  we  were 
able  to  secure  thoroughly  competent  persons  to  fill  these  vacancies, 
but  we  finally  succeeded  in  so  doing,  and  the  work  went  successfully 
on.  The  term  closed  with  the  graduating  exercises  on  the  evening 
of  May  26th,  when  a  class  of  twelve  received  diplomas.  Of  this  class 
all  but  one  expect  to  attend  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

As  in  the  preceding  year,  an  art  exhibition  under  the  direction  of 
the  supervisor  of  drawing  was  held  during  the  early  part  of  March. 
The  exhibition  extended  over  a  period  of  two  days  and  two  nights. 
On  the  first  evening  the  public  were  entertained  by  a  concert  by 
local  talent,  while  on  the  second  evening,  Prof.  Campbell,  our  super- 
visor of  drawing,  delivered  a  lecture  on  New  York  city,  illustrated 
by  stereopticon  views.  The  exhibition  was  attended  and  appreciated 
by  hundreds  of  the  citizens  of  our  town,  while  in  the  evenings  even 
standing  room  was  at  a  premium.  The  whole  affair  was  a  grand 
success  educationally  as  well  as  financially.  The  proceeds  were 
promptly  invested  in  large  and  handsome  pictures  appropriate  for 
school  room  decoration. 

It  would  be  unjust,  if  I  should  close  this  report  without  a  word  of 
commendation  of  the  work  done  in  drawing  and  vocal  music  in  our 
schools.  Before  the  introduction  of  vocal  music  into  our  course  of 
study,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  find  pupils  in  our  schools  who 
could  sing  sufficiently  well  to  assist  in  conducting  the  opening  ex- 
ercises of  the  schools.  Now  it  would  be  just  as  difficult  to  find  a 
pupil,  even  in  the  primary  schools,  who  can  not  sing  well,  and  who 
can  not  read  music  at  sight  as  well  as  he  can  read  his  own  language. 
Before  the  introduction  of  drawing  a  majority  of  the  pupils  could 
scarcely  draw  sufficiently  well  to  enable  them  to  draw  the  diagrams 
necessary  to  properly  illustrate  the  problems  in  arithmetic  and 
geometry.  Now  almost  every  pupil  can  draw  any  object  that  may  be 
placed  before  him,  and  in  its  proper  colors  too.  Since  the  introduc- 
tion of  these  branches,  our  pupils  have  been  more  easily  taught  and 
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more  easily  governed.  In  fact,  nothing  has  ever  been  introduced 
into  our  schools  that  has  exerted  a  more  refining  influence  upon  the 
boys  and  girls  than  have  these  two  branches. 


COLUMBIA— Daniel  Fleisher. 


While  during  the  past  year  the  people  of  Columbia  have  been 
called  upon  to  provide  for  an  increased  expenditure  of  money,  made 
necessary  by  the  erection  of  a  new  buildling  and  by  the  general  in- 
crease in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  yet  this  expenditure  was  consid- 
ered wise,  and  the  approval  of  the  public  has  been  general.  A  most 
excellent  spirit  prevails  throughout  the  community,  and  our  schools 
lie  close  to  the  hearts  of  the  people.  With  such  a  generous  and  help- 
ful sentiment  supporting  the  schools,  our  teachers  naturally  can  be 
expected  to  do  work  above  the  average. 

Our  new  eight  room  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  Sep- 
tember. This  building  in  its  structure  and  convenience  compares 
favorably  with  the  very  best  buildings  in  the  State.  Especial  effort 
was  made  to  provide  for  the  physical  comfort  and  welfare  of  both 
teachers  and  pupils,  and  the  building  can  rightly  be  called  a  modern 
one.  Children  belonging  to  the  first  seven  grades  will  be  placed  in 
this  building.  The  school  will  be  known  as  the  W.  G.  Taylor  school, 
so  named  in  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  G.  Taylor,  who  for  many  years 
was  a  valauble  and  highly  honored  member  of  the  board  of  education. 

During  the  past  six  years  the  salary  of  most  of  our  experienced 
teachers  has  been  generously  increased.  The  increase  amounts  to 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  their  former  salary.  The 
minimum  salary  law  was  not  responsible  for  this  increase.  It  came 
from  a  general  recognition  of  the  justice  of  an  increase. 

Columbia  has  not  yet  fully  awakened  to  the  importance  and  need  of 
better  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  young  ladies  employed  to  take 
the  place  of  the  experienced  teachers.  We  have  a  so-called  training 
class,  but  our  young  people  do  not  get  that  inspiration  and  that 
breadth  of  view  that  they  would  acquire  in  an  institution  especially 
devoted  to  the  training  of  teachers.  We  have  only  two  teachers  in 
our  corps  who  have  received  normal  training.  The  sentiment  in  favor 
of  better  training  is  growing  among  the  teachers  themselves  as  well 
as  among  the  people  of  the  community,  and  no  doubt  the  present 
practice  will  soon  be  changed. 

We  have  reached   that  stage   when   compulsory  attendance  and 
compulsory  vaccination  give  us  but  little  trouble.     With  a  very  few 
exceptions  the  people  readily  comply  with  the  law.     Past  rigid  and 
13 
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impartial  enforcement  of  the  law  has  led  the  people  to  respect  the 
same. 

Our  community  is  an  industrial  one.  The  factories  and  mills  give 
employment  to  boys  and  girls,  and  many  go  to  work  before  complet- 
ing the  course  of  study  in  our  schools.  Our  upper  grades  and  our 
high  school,  therefore,  contain  relatively  a  small  number  of  pupils. 
We  believe  that  the  new  factory  law  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  our 
schools.     We  expect  a  larger  attendance  in  our  grammer  grades. 

Our  grammar  school  has  for  many  years  been  conducted  on  the 
departmental  plan.  This  arrangement  has  been  satisfactory  to  the 
pupils  and  to  the  patrons.  The  school  is  presided  over  by  an  ex- 
ceptionally strong  principal  who  is  a  master  in  discipline  and  an 
enthusiastic  and  skillful  teacher.  His  assistants  are  experienced 
and  competent  teachers,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  work  done  in 
this  school  is  good. 

As  the  first  year's  work  of  the  high  school  is  done  in  the  grammar 
school,  our  high  school  is  comparatively  small.  This  department, 
however,  is  well  managed  and  the  graduates  of  the  school  stand 
high  in  scholastic  attainments.  Our  people  are  proud  of  their  high 
school. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— Elmer  B.  Ziegler. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  general  progress  for  the  schools  of 
Conshohocken.  An  annex  of  six  rooms  has  been  added  to  one  of 
the  old  buildings.  This  additional  room  has  relieved  some  of  the 
lower  grades,  which  were  very  much  congested,  and  now  few  teach- 
ers have  more  than  forty  pupils.  All  except  one  room  have  been  fur- 
nished with  single  desks.  The  buildings  are  washed  out  once  a 
month,  and  the  yard  has  been  paved,  making  the  sanitary  conditions 
very  much  better. 

The  board  decided  this  June  to  employ  no  beginners  unless  Nor- 
mal graduates.  Our  teachers  have  done  good  work  this  term,  and 
with  improved  conditions  in  the  rooms,  their  furniture  and  surround- 
ings, the  future  promises 'even  better  work.  The  teachers'  meetings 
are  held  weekly,  and  are  interesting  and  helpful.  Many  of  our  teach- 
ers have  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  visiting  other  schools, 
and  the  help  and  inspiration  gained  has  shown  itself  in  the  school 
room. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  our  high  school  has  increased 
thirty  per  cent.  We  graduated  a  class  of  nine  last  June.  There 
are  still  too  many  pupils  dropping  out  through  all  the  grades,  but 
this  is  a  condition  usually  found  in  an  industrial  town  like  ours. 
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CORRY— W.  W.  Fell. 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  term  just  closed  excellent 
work  has  been  done  in  nearly  every  instance.  Nothing  of  an  ex- 
perimental nature  has  been  attempted,  but  direct,  progressive  work 
has  been  carried  along  the  old,  well  defined  lines. 

Our  teaching  force  was  fully  up  to  former  standards  and  the  at- 
tendandance  of  the  children  was  more  regular  and  less  interrupted 
by  disease  during  the  winter  months  than  had  been  our  experience 
in  former  years. 

A  class  of  twenty-three,  seven  boys  and  sixteen  girls  were  grad- 
uated on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  of  June,  being  one  of  the  largest 
classes  sent  out  from  the  high  school  since  its  organization.  They 
furnished  the  entire  literary  part  of  the  programme  and,  with  little 
assistance,  the  musical  part  also.  All  acquitted  themselves  cred- 
itably. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  good  standing  which  the  members  of  the 
class  as  students  have  acquired.  Their  aspirations,  however,  are 
not  satisfied  with  present  attainments.  The  minds  of  a  number  of 
them  are  imbued  with  a  strong  desire  to  pursue  a  college  course,  and 
well  matured  plans  have  been  made  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  pur- 
pose, beginning  next  fall. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  has  been  given  in  previous 
reports,  and  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  past  year.  Where  a 
choice  is  given  the  students  in  the  selection  of  studies,  a  decided  pre- 
ference has  been  shown  for  the  languages,  especially  for  the  Latin. 
Out  of  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  forty-five  students,  one  hundred 
forty  have  taken  Latin  during  the  past  year.  Since  a  four  years' 
course  is  given  in  this  subject,  the  results  obtained  have  been  very 
satisfactory.  Indeed,  I  believe  our  best  Latin  students  are  as  pro- 
ficient in  this  subject  as  the  average  college  students  were  a  few 
years  ago. 

Through  the  active  interest  of  Hon.  A.  E.  Sisson,  representative  of 
this  district,  in  the  early  spring,  the  schools  were  presented  by  the 
Philadelphia  Museum  with  a  large  geographical  collection.  This  col- 
lection containing  over  three  hundred  specimens  from  the  animal, 
vegetable  and  mineral  kingdoms  shows  the  same  article  in  the  differ- 
ent stages  of  manufacture.  One  hundred  fifteen  photographs  show- 
ing the  growth,  origin  and  preparation  of  the  materials  as  well  as 
maps  giving  their  geographic  distribution  was  included  in  the  col- 
lection. At  an  expense  of  about  $75,  the  school  board  had  con- 
structed a  suitable  case,  placing  it  in  the  lower  hall  of  the  high  school 
building.  This  with  the  specimens  presents  an  attractive  appear- 
ance. 


168  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

During  the  Christmas  vacation  the  schools  and  citizens  generally 
were  called  to  mourn  the  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  C.  L. 
Covell,  Esq.,  a  prominent  attorney  of  our  city,  member  of  the  school 
board,  and  treasurer  of  the  school  district. 

Of  many  men,  Mr.  Covell  was  most  interested  in  educational 
affairs  and,  especially,  in  the  progress  of  the  schools  of  his  own  town. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  board  for  many  years  and  frequently 
had  expressed  the  wish  that,  when  death  should  overtake  him,  it 
might  be  at  a  time  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  It 
was  due  to  his  zeal  and  intense  interest  in  the  public  schools  that  the 
custom  of  visiting  them  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  law  was  in- 
troduced and  afterward  so  faithfully  followed.  He  was  a  friend  to 
the  school  children  in  such  ways  as  only  a  few  men  have  the  dispo- 
sition or  ability  to  be.  His  kind  expression,  his  genial  smile,  his 
words  of  cheer  and  encouragement  so  openly  manifested  on  numer- 
ous visits  to  the  schools  will  be  recalled  with  pleasure  by  both  teach- 
ers and  pupils  and  the  memory  of  it  all  will  likewise  be  held  by  them 
as  a  sweet  and  precious  legacy. 

At  the  triennial  election  for  superintendent  last  May,  Prof.  V.  G. 
Curtis  was  elected  as  my  successor,  being  the  only  candidate  before 
the  board. 

In  retiring  premanently  from  the  work  of  teaching,  after  a  service 
of  over  twenty  years,  I  desire  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  the 
prompt  consideration  of  all  questions  submitted  and  the  numerous 
acts  of  courtesy  extended  to  me. 


DANVILLE— U.  L.  Gordy. 


Schools  opened  August  29,  1904.  Schools  closed  May  29,  1905. 
Number  of  pupils  registered  during  the  term,  1,294;  percentage  of 
attendance,  93;  number  of  teachers  employed,  31;  number  of  pupils 
in  high  school,  140;  professional  visits  made  by  the  Superintendent, 
428;  number  of  certificates  issued,  4. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  school  year  just  closed,  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  note  that  substantial  progress  has  been  made  along  all  lines.  No 
new  plans  were  projected,  but  all  efforts  directed  toward  the  attain- 
ment of  a  higher  degree  of  efficiency  in  the  work  previously  outlined. 

The  commercial  department  of  the  high  school,  a  partial  failure 
last  year  on  account  of  improper  instruction,  was  pushed  to  the  front 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Magill,  and  the  feasibility  of  every 
feature  of  commercial  studies  in  the  public  high  school  demonstrated 
bv  the  results  obtained. 
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The  department  of  Natural  Science  in  the  high  school  was  im- 
proved by  the  equipment  of  the  chemical  laboratory  with  an  experi- 
menting table  of  modern  design,  and  all  necessary  apparatus  and 
material.  One  year  is  now  devoted  to  the  subject  instead  of  twenty- 
four  weeks  as  heretofore. 

One  year  was  added  to  the  course  in  vocal  music,  but  one  year  re- 
mains to  make  the  work  complete  in  its  adjustment.  Under  the  di- 
rection of  the  supervisor,  students  of  the  high  school  were  given 
special  instruction  in  the  subject  three  hours  per  week.  On  the 
evening  of  May  26,  a  recital  was  given  in  the  high  school  auditorium 
before  a  capacity  audience.  The  unqualified  verdict  of  the  public 
seems  to  be  in  favor  of  vocal  music  as  a  fixture  in  our  course  of  study. 

Because  numerous  changes  had  been  made  in  the  course  of  study 
since  last  published  (in  1896),  your  superintendent  was  directed 
to  prepare  a  new7  outline,  with  a  brief  statement  of  principles  govern- 
ing the  work  as  now  carried  on.  Manuscripts  for  an  100-page 
pamphlet  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  about  January  1st. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  management  that  each  teacher  shall  be 
familiar  at  least  with  the  work  of  the  grades  next  above  and  below 
that  of  her  own  grade. 

Owing  to  the  increased  attendance  of  pupils  in  the  grammar 
grades,  it  became  necessary  to  re-open  the  Fourth  Ward  grammar 
school,  closed  seven  years  ago  on  account  of  insufficient  registration. 
Indications  seem  to  point  toward  a  greater  interest  in  education  in 
that  greater  per  cent,  of  pupils  remain  in  the  advanced  grades  than 
fomerly,  though  opportunities  for  employment  were  never  better. 

An  effort  was  made  this  year  to  solve  the  substitute  teacher  and 
the  grade  vacancy  problems.  The  present  plan  is  that  prospective 
teachers  who  have  passed  the  superintendent's  examination  shall 
serve  at  least  six  months  as  pupil  teachers  in  the  rooms  of  teachers 
of  recognized  ability,  and  supply  in  other  rooms  in  all  cases  of  en- 
forced absence  of  the  regular  teacher.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
prescribed  term  of  service,  the  candidates  are  elected  to  regular  posi- 
tions when  vacancies  occur,  in  all  cases  of  due  promise  and  profi- 
ciency.    So  far,  there  is  evidence  of  gratifying  results. 

No  serious  interruption  of  school  work  was  caused  by  contagious 
diseases,  coming  under  the  restriction  of  the  school  law.  Not  a 
single  case  of  small-pox,  and  less  than  half  a  dozen  cases  of  diph- 
theria were  reported  in  the  borough.  Minor  diseases,  as  measles, 
whooping  cough,  etc.,  affected  the  attendance  in  some  of  the  primary 
schools. 

By  the  combined  vigilance  and  effort  of  the  teachers  and  the 
truant  officer,  the  best  results  wrere  obtained  in  enforcing  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law.  There  were  very  few  cases  in  which  chil- 
dren of  the  required  school  age  did  not  attend  75  per  cent,  of  the  time 
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belonged,  the  minimum  limit  fixed  by  the  school  board.  A  majority 
of  these  was  due  to  sickness  or  lack  of  proper  clothing.  Four  ar- 
rests were  made  and  fines  imposed  during  the  year. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  numbered  twenty-three, 
the  largest  for  several  years.  As  a  class,  the  rank  of  scholarship  was 
high,  and  the  individual  members  are  expected  to  do  credit  to  them- 
selves and  their  school  as  they  advance  in  life.  Many  will  enter  col- 
lege next  year.  The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the 
opera  house,  Thursday  evening,  June  1st,  before  a  large  and  enthu- 
siastic audience. 

Your  superintendent  enters  upon  another  term  of  three  years  with 
a  consciousness  of  many  mistakes  and  short  comings  in  past  years. 
It  is  thought,  however,  that  these  can  be  profited  by,  and  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Danville  schools  advanced  in  the  years  to  come. 

Due  acknowledgment  is  extended  to  the  State  Department  for  its 
courtesies  and  assistance  of  the  past  year. 


DUBOIS— J.  H.  Alleman. 


Steady  progress  along  educational  lines  is  our  report.  Faithful- 
ness and  efficiency  of  our  teaching  force,  accuracy  and  thoroughness 
of  work,  regularity  of  attendance  by  pupils,  closer  and  more  syste- 
matic supervision,  more  united  interest  and  co-operation  of  our  edu- 
cational forces,  these  among  other  items,  are  evidences  of  an  on- 
ward and  upward  tendency  towards  improved  conditions  and  more 
satisfactory  results. 

The  school  year  ends  the  first  term  of  the  present  incumbent,  and 
we  are  thus  naturally  led  to  a  retrospective  view  of  the  educational 
growth  and  advancement  as  we  have  observed  it  during  the  last  three 
years. 

Statistics  show  an  increase  in  enrollment  of  more  than  three  hun- 
dred pupils,  making  our  present  number  nineteen  hundred  seven- 
teen. Owing  to  this  increase  of  attendance  and  a  closer  gradation 
of  our  schools,  our  teaching  force  has  increased  from  thirty-eight  to 
fifty.  The  school  year  was  increased  from  eight  to  nine  months. 
Teachers'  salaries  have  been  increased  in  the  various  grades  from 
twelve  to  twenty  per  cent.  Buildings  have  been  enlarged  and  bet- 
ter equipped,  thus  giving  us  four  first-class,  substantial  buildings, 
with  modern  conveniences  and  facilities  for  doing  effective  work. 

The  lengthening  of  the  school  term  and  the  slight  increase  in 
salary  have  enabled  us  to  secure  greater  permanency  and  efficiency 
in  our  teaching  force.       Encouraging  as  our  progress  may  appear 
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along-  other  lines,  nevertheless,  the  greatest  improvement  is  notice- 
able in  the  thorough,  systematic  and  scientific  instruction  and  train- 
ing given  to  our  pupils.  We  thoroughly  believe  in  the  fundamental 
maxim,  "As  is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school."  Accordingly,  we  have 
labored  most  persistently  to  strengthen  our  teaching  force  by  help- 
ful and  stimulating  supervision,  by  inducing  teachers  to  seek  greater 
intellectual  and  professional  advancement,  and  by  exercising  vigi- 
lance and  good  judgment  in  selecting  additional  help  strictly  on  fit- 
ness and  merit. 

By  the  united  efforts  of  the  teachers  and  the  directors  a  teachers' 
pedagogical  library  was  established  which  now  numbers  one  hun- 
dred fifty  well-selected  volumes  on  psychology,  pedagogy,  methods 
and  principles  of  education,  history  of  education,  etc.%  Additional 
volumes  are  added  to  this  library  from  year  to  year,  and  with  its 
growth  has  developed  greater  attention  and  interest  in  professional 
reading. 

In  material  for  supplementary  reading  we  are  by  no  means  well 
equipped.  Our  schools  were  absolutely  without  help  along  this 
line  until  during  the  last  two  years.  We  have  now  over  fourteen 
hundred  volumes,  which  are  awakening  great  interest  in  the  various 
grades.  The  high  school  has  started  a  separate  library  of  its  own 
which  numbers  about  five  hundred  volumes.  While  these  evidences 
of  growth  are  comparatively  small,  yet  we  realize  that  our  arduous 
efforts  have  not  been  in  vain,  and  that  sentiment  for  continued 
growth  and  improvement  has  been  substantially  established. 

A  course  of  study  and  manual  of  instruction  was  prepared  and 
published  for  the  grades  and  the  high  school  during  the  last  two 
years.  In  the  preparation  of  this  work  we  have  endeavored  to 
unify  and  simplify  the  school  requirements.  The  high  school  offers 
three  courses  of  instruction:  the  Classical  or  College  Preparatory; 
the  Regular  or  Scientific,  which  embraces  the  present  requirements 
of  our  State  Normal  Schools,  excepting  the  professional  training, 
and  the  English,  which  embodies  most  of  the  requirements  of  the 
regular  course,  with  especial  attention  to  common  school  studies 
and  commercial  branches. 

All  the  courses  are  thorough,  practical  and  comprehensive,  and  will 
place  our  high  school  upon  an  equal  basis  with  the  leading  high 
schools  of  the  State.  The  error  of  neglecting  the  so-called  common 
branches  of  the  school  curriculum  has  been  carefully  avoided.  In 
each  course  provision  is  made  for  thorough  and  systematic  instruc- 
tion and  review  in  the  advanced  common  branches  of  study. 

The  work  and  management  of  the  high  school  department,  under 
the  competent,  energetic,  pains-taking  supervision  of  Prof.  C.  E. 
Plasterer  and  his  faithful  assistants,  has  showed  marked  superiority 
in  results.     Judging  by   results  in   work  and  discipline,   we   may 
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justly  pronounce  the  present  term  the  most  successful  in  the  history 
of  this  department.  The  graduating  class  numbered  fourteen. 
Present  indications  are  that  subsequent  classes  will  exceed  two  and 
three  times  the  present  number.  This  is  due  to  a  larger  schooi,  but 
more  especially  to  the  healthful  sentiment  and  appreciation  on  part 
of  the  community  for  proficiency,  culture  and  training  in  the  higher 
branches  of  study. 

Many  items  of  progress  must  necessarily  be  omitted.  Much  re- 
mains yet  to  be  accomplished.  We  shall  strive  diligently  to  make 
the  coming  years  productive  of  substantial  progress  in  every  depart- 
ment of  our  schools.  With  the  present  harmony  and  co-operation  of 
our  educational  forces,  we  have  hopeful  assurance  of  continued  ad- 
vancement and  prosperity. 


DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools  of  Dun- 
more  for  the  year  just  closed: 

With  the  exception  of  changing  the  term  from  ten  to  nine  months, 
I  am  pleased  to  report  a  very  gratifying  year's  work  in  the  Dun- 
more  schools.  The  course  of  study  adopted  three  years  ago,  is  be- 
ginning to  show  its  superiority  in  the  greater  number  of  children  that 
have  been  promoted  to  the  higher  grades.  So  rapid  has  been  this 
increase,  that  in  September  we  shall  be  obliged  to  transfer  the  en- 
tire eighth  grade  to  the  high  school,  and  have  that  work  done  there. 
This  will  be  of  inestimable  advantage  to  the  pupils  of  that  grade 
since  it  will  bring  them  under  the  influence  of  the  highest  salaried 
teachers  in  the  borough,  and  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  superior 
teaching  ability  of  the  high  school  faculty. 

The  work  that  has  been  done  in  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
education  law  is  something  in  which  we  all  take  exceptional  pride. 
We  no  longer  find  it  an  impossibility,  although  it  sometimes  taxes 
our  capacity.  Every  child  in  Dunmore  under  the  age  of  13,  so  far 
as  we  know,  is  in  regular  attendance  at  school;  and  it  is  a  gratifying 
fact  that  the  children  who  have  been  forced  back  to  school,  without 
a  single  exception,  were  promoted  to  the  higher  grades. 

Our  monthly  institutes  have  become  a  source  of  much  inspiration 
to  our  teachers.  It  is  no  longer  difficult  to  have  our  teachers  take 
part  in  the  discussions,  nor  to  give  talks  on  the  topics  assigned  for 
the  meetings.  During  the  year  Dr.  Byron  W.  King  gave  two  very 
instructive  lectures  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  high  school. 
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Traveling  library  advantages  have  been  extended  and  accepted,  so 
that  we  feel  indebted  to  Librarian  Montgomery  to  no  small  extent. 

Fourteen  students  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the 
close  of  the  year — eight  in  the  Latin  scientific  course,  and  six  in  the 
commercial.  In  January  the  annual  oratorical  contest  took  place, 
and  as  usual  created  great  interest.  These  contests  are  growing  in 
popularity  not  only  with  the  students,  but  with  the  people  of  the 
town. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  the  department  for  the  many  kindnesses  be- 
stowed during  the  year,  and  for  the  frequent  advice  furnished. 


EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottingham. 


The  aim  of  the  teaching  force  of  this  city  during  the  year  that  has 
just  closed,  has  been  markedly  upward,  and  as  a  consequence  the 
achievements  of  the  year  bear  the  impress  of  genuine  progress,  the 
legitimate  fruitage  of  sound,  intelligent  and  honest  labor.  Patient 
effort  and  persistent  application  on  the  part  of  teacher  and  pupil,  are 
the  potent  factors  that  were  operative  in  effecting  the  results  ap- 
parent this  year  in  the  unusually  large  number  of  grade  promotions 
in  the  schools  of  the  city.  The  measure  of  success  attained  in  the 
several  departments  of  school  work  in  this  district,  is  due  to  the  grow- 
ing conviction  that  a  rigid  adherence  to  well  formulated  plans  based 
on  sound  pedagogical  principles,  is  the  best  and  surest  means  of  se- 
curing the  highest  attainments  in  educational  work. 

The  high  school  maintains  its  usually  high  standard  of  excellence 
as  an  educational  agency,  and  continues  to  grow  in  power  as  well  as 
in  popular  favor.  The  late  graduating  class  consisted  of  fifty-five 
members,  twenty-three  males  and  thirty-two  females  classified  as 
follows:  five  in  the  classical  department,  five  in  the  Latin  scientific 
department,  seventeen  in  the  general  scientific  department,  and 
twenty-eight  in  the  commercial  department. 

The  Senior  Class-day  exercises  although  not  a  matter  of  recent 
origin  nor  a  new  feature  in  high  school  presentment,  were  of  special 
interest  this  year  because  of  an  attractive  and  elaborate  program 
which  in  point  of  intellectual  tone  and  skillful  execution  would  bear 
a  favorable  comparison  with  similar  exercises  enacted  in  the  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

This  year's  commencement  exercises  of  the  graduating  class  were 
held  as  usual  in  the  opera  house.  The  general  public  has  never 
failed  to  evince  a  keen  interest  in  the  scholastic  exhibitions  of  this 
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school,  and  to  such  an  extent  on  this  occasion,  as  to  fill  the  opera 
house  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

The  presentation  of.  free  scholarships  and  commercial  prize  as 
meritorious  awards,  to  those  of  the  class  attaining  the  highest  grade 
of  scholarship  in  the  respective  course  department,  is  a  characteris- 
tic and  very  pleasing  feature  of  the  graduating  exercises  of  this 
school.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Harold  Russell  Chidsey  who  had  won 
the  Lafayette  College  scholarship,  was  presented  therewith  by  Prof. 
Francis  A.  March,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the  city  and  also  a  member  of  the 
College  faculty.  Miss  Leila  Roberts  Custard  was  awarded  the  free 
scholarship  in  the  Woman's  College  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  by  Mr.  Frank 
W.  Stewart,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education.  Mr.  Stew- 
art representing  the  proprietors  of  one  of  the  leading  business  houses 
of  this  city,  also  presented  a  money  prize  to  Miss  Grace  Kennedy 
Smith,  the  leader  of  her  class  in  point  of  grade,  in  the  commercial 
department. 

The  local  teacher's  institute,  weekly  grade  meetings  and  normal 
heretofore  established  for  the  betterment  of  the  teaching  force  of 
the  city,  were  continued  during  this  year,  and  proved  of  great  value 
to  the  teachers  not  only  as  a  stimulant  to  professional  activity  but 
as  a  corrective  of  defects  in  the  methods  and  means  of  school  room 
practice. 

The  board  of  control  realizing  the  value  as  well  as  the  necessity 
of  proper  and  adequate  accommodation  for  the  comfort  and  educa- 
tion of  the  youth  of  the  city,  is  ever  prompt  in  meeting  every  require- 
ment essential  to  the  interest  and  success  of  the  schools  under  its 
care,  and  therefore  should  be  commended  for  the  liberality  and 
activity  displayed  from  time  to  time  in  judicious  legislation  for  the 
advancement  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  city  schools. 

During  the  year  a  large  and  imposing  first-class  brick  building  with 
eight  elegant  rooms  completely  equipped  with  every  modern  conven- 
ience for  successful  school  work,  was  erected  in  the  Twelfth  ward 
This  building  having  been  lately  finished  and  appropriately  dedicated 
to  the  cause  of  popular  education,  will  be  occupied  at  the  opening  of 
the  school  term  in  September  next. 

During  this  year  also  the  Centennial  building  erected  in  1876  and 
located  now  in  the  Eighth  Ward,  was  modernized  by  a  thorough 
re-modeling  of  the  interior  and  enlarged  by  an  extension  of  the 
building  so  as  to  furnish  eight  commodious,  well-ventilated  and  nicely 
located  school  rooms.  These  rooms  have  been  thoroughly  equipped 
with  new  adjustable  single-desk  furniture  and  supplied  with  all 
modern  conveniences  so  that  the  building  as  it  now  stands  can 
justly  be  ranked  as  a  first-class  school  house. 
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ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


The  first  week  of  the  opening  of  schools  in  September  was  one  of 
half  day  sessions.  The  teachers  were  assembled  in  the  afternoons 
at  the  High  School  Auditorium  to  receive  instruction  in  methods 
of  teaching  the  common  English  branches  from  Dr.  Frank  McMurry, 
of  Columbia  University,  New  York,  and  Miss  Ada  E.  Smith,  Super- 
visor of  Geography  in  the  schools  of  New  London,  Conn.  There  were 
five  talks  from  each.  They  were  practical,  suggestive,  brilliant  and 
inspiring.  Much  of  the  successful  work  of  the  year  in  our  schools 
must  be  attributed  to  their  influence 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  regular  teachers  carried  on  the 
work  of  the  schools  for  the  year;  21  in  the  high  school;  1G  supervisory 
principals;  143  room  teachers;  25  assistants;  17  teachers  of  German, 
for  all  grades;  2  drawing  teachers;  2  music  teachers;  2  kindergarten 
teachers;  1  manual  training  teacher;  1  cooking  teacher,  and  1  teacher 
for  supervision  of  German.  Eight  additional  teachers  were  re- 
quired for  the  night  schools — 2  men,  6  women. 

The  total  enrollment  was  8,033— day  schools,  7,721;  night  schools, 
312.  The  average  day  school  attendance  was  6,096.  The  average 
night  school  attendance  was  140.  The  high  school  enrollment  was 
667;  daily  average  586.  Of  the  total  day  school  enrollment  there 
was  an  average  of  49  pupils  to  a  room,  and  an  average  of  37  to  a 
teacher,  counting  in  assistants. 

The  cost  of  tuition  in  the  grades,  per  pupil,  for  the  year  was 
$13.83. 

The  cost  of  tuition  in  the  high  school,  per  pupil,  for  the  year  was 
$39.29. 

During  the  year  900  children  began  school  in  the  first  primary 
rooms;  246  pupils  finished  the  grammar  school  course;  216  passed 
into  the  high  school.  Out  of  a  class  numbering  190  on  its  entry  to 
the  high  school  there  were  graduated  this  year  103.  These  figures 
mean,  for  Erie,  that  but  27  per  cent,  of  all  children  entering  school 
finish  the*grammar  school;  24  per  cent,  enter  the  high  school,  and  54 
per  cent,  of  the  original  admission  graduate.  This  is  probably  ap- 
proximately true  of  other  cities. 

Why  do  so  many  pupils  quit  school?  Undoubtedly  the  main  rea- 
son for  95  per  cent,  of  them  is  that  the  cost  of  living  forces  them  out 
of  school  to  go  to  work  in  the  store,  the  shop,  the  factory  or  the  mill. 
Hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  leave  school  each  year  for  such  work, 
the  moment  the  limits  of  the  factory  law  permit  them  to  leave. 

Of  the  pupils  who  entered  the  high  school  this  year,  25  finished 
the  grades  in  seven  years  and  less;  10  in  seven  and  one-half  years;  55 
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in  eight  years;  16  in  eight  and  one-half  years;  60  in  nine  years;  44  in 
ten  years  and  more;  or  16  per  cent,  finished  the  grades  in  less  than 
eight  years;  25  per  cent,  in  eight  years;  38  per  cent,  from  eight  and 
one-half  to  nine  years;  20  per  cent,  in  ten  years  and  over.  The  aver- 
age age  of  the  class  was  fifteen  years,  one  month.  These  figures 
mean  that  a  course  of  study  is  just  as  long  as  it  takes  to  finish  it. 
To  say  that  it  takes  eight  years  to  finish  the  grades  is  merely  a  nomi- 
nal statement,  not  true  anywhere,  either  in  experience  or  practice. 
Some  pupils  can  do  the  work  in  seven  years  and  less,  some  in  eight 
years,  and  other  again  will  take  nine,  ten  years,  or  even  more.  The 
course  of  study  should  always  be  adjusted  to  the  child,  not  the  child 
to  the  course  of  study.  The  bright  pupil  should  go  ahead  by  special 
promotion;  the  ordinary  pupil  should  go  on  at  his  own  gait;  and  the 
slow  pupil  should  finish  when  he  can.  This  is  the  common  sense 
policy  of  every  sensible  school  system,  and  no  "lock  step"  yawp,  or 
gushy  sentiment  over  the  Batavia  system  can  change  it. 

The  manual  training  reaches  about  800  boys  in  our  three  upper 
grades.  The  cooking  department  reaches  about  400  girls  from  the 
two  upper  grades  of  the  grammar  schools  and  the  first  year  in  the 
high  school. 

The  Erie  public  library  is  a  part  of  our  public  school  system.  The 
general  library  law  under  which  it  was  erected  was  drawn  up  by  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  school  board  of  the  city  of  Erie.  The 
library  was  built,  established  and  is  maintained  out  of  the  school 
funds  of  the  school  district.  It  costs  the  district  each  year  a  little 
over  half  a  mill  of  the  tax  levy.  It  was  opened  February  16,  1899, 
with  9,000  volumes.  It  has  now,  in  the  sixth  year  of  its  existence, 
36,000  volumes.  It  has  the  present  year  16,000  registered  readers 
who  have  read  146,000  volumes  during  the  year  without  charge, 
without  cost.  The  library  gives  teachers  in  the  city  schools  free 
access  to  its  book  shelves  and  has  provided  a  special  space  in  one 
part  of  the  stack  room  for  their  accommodation  in  consulting  our 
reading  books.  It  placed,  last  January,  in  two  of  the  out-lying 
schools,  sub-libraries  of  about  300  volumes  each,  which  had  up  to 
June  1st,  about  2,500  readers. 

Who  can  estimate  the  influence  of  this  part  of  our  school  system 
upon  teachers,  schools  and  the  community? 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools  of 
the  city  of  Franklin  for  the  school  year  1904-05. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  previous 
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years.  The  teachers  have  been  diligent  and  painstaking  in  their 
work.     A  good  educational  spirit  has  prevailed. 

Two  new  departments  were  added  to  the  course  of  study;  domestic 
science  and  manual  training.  Each  department  was  provided  with 
a  complete  equipment  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  fully  competent  in- 
structor.    The  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

This  year  closes  a  term  of  continuous  service  on  my  part  of  twenty- 
eighl  years.  During  these  years  the  schools  have  been  very  fortu- 
nate in  that  few  changes  in  the  teaching  force  have  been  made  in 
any  one  year.  Three  teachers  have  been  in  service  continuously 
during  the  entire  time.  Many  others  have  been  employed  continu- 
ously for  periods  ranging  from  ten  to  twenty  or  more  years.  Experi- 
ence counts. 


GREENSBURG— Thos.  S.  March. 


About  the  first  of  last  September,  Supt.  E.  J.  Shives  tendered  his 
resignation  to  the  Greensburg  school  board  to  take  effect  when  his 
successor  had  taken  charge  of  the  schools.  The  present  incumbent 
was  chosen  and  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  during  the  last 
week  of  September,  one  month  after  the  beginning  of  the  school 
term.  Under  the  circumstances  little  could  be  done  except  to  keep 
up  the  work  as  it  had  been  begun  and  become  acquainted  with  the 
conditions  as  they  already  existed. 

One  of  the  first  things  to  be  done  was  to  establish  a  series  of 
teacher's  meetings.  The  whole  body  of  teachers  met  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  the  month  for  the  consideration  of  subjects  of  general 
interest  to  the  schools.  Essays  were  read  and  discussed,  and  all 
were  given  the  opportunity  of  coining  into  personal  contact  with 
others  engaged  in  the  same  kind  of  work.  Many  had  never  before  be 
come  acquainted  and  these  meetings  were  the  means  of  bringing  such 
together. 

In  addition  to  the  general  meetings  there  were  three  department 
meetings  each  month;  one  for  the  grammar  and  high  school  teachers, 
another  for  the  intermediate  teachers  and  the  third  for  the  primary 
teachers.  The  first  discussed  questions  closely  relating  to  the  work 
of  the  higher  schools;  the  second  took  up  the  study  of  literature  in 
its  relation  to  their  special  grades  and  the  last  chose  nature  study 
in  its  various  phases  for  their  years  investigation.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  subjects  set  aside  for  the  meetings  there  were  informal  dis 
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eussions  of  things  connected  wfth  the  work  of  each  grade.     The  in 
terchange  of  opinions  could  not  help  but  result  in  good. 

A  substitute  teacher  was  employed  during  the  year  and  each 
teacher  below  the  grammar  school  was  given  the  opportunity  of 
visiting  the  best  schools  of  the  neighboring  cities.  Many  new  ideas 
and  suggestions  were  thus  received. 

An  effort  was  made  to  awaken  an  interest  in  art.  Mr.  Wallace 
Greider,  who  has  in  his  charge  the  teaching  of  writing  and  drawing, 
widened  the  scope  of  his  work  in  the  grammar  schools  to  take  in 
some  of  the  history  of  painting.  Handsome  copies  of  masterpieces 
were  bought  and  placed  upon  exhibition  and  the  pupils  were  made 
acquainted  with  the  various  schools  of  painting  and  their  points  of 
likeness  and  unlikeness.  A  new  interest  was  awakened  in  the  work. 
The  high  school  had  upon  its  rolls  140  pupils  and  twelve  were 
granted  diplomas.  This  was  the  largest  class  ever  graduated  from 
this  school.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  McCormick,  the  chancellor  of  the  West- 
ern University  of  Pennsylvania,  preached  the  baccalaureate  sermon 
and  Mr.  H.  M.  Zundell  presented  the  diplomas.  Next  year's  class  is 
expected  to  be  still  larger. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  books  were  added  to  the  library  and 
some  apparatus  bought  for  the  chemical  and  physical  laboratories 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Underwood  fund,  and  many  government  pub- 
lications were  presented  to  the  school  through  the  influence  of  the 
Hon.  Geo.  Huff,  the  representative  of  this  district  in  Congress. 

A  new  eight  room  brick  building  was  completed  during  the  winter. 
It  is  up  to  date  in  every  respect,  being  furnished  with  every  thing 
necessary  to  the  health  and  convenience  of  the  pupils.  Its  halls  are 
spacious,  its  rooms  well  lighted  and  the  whole  building  heated  and 
ventilated  by  a  fan  system.  The  rooms  are  finished  in  oak  and  every 
school  room  has  a  long  two  of  its  walls  a  four  foot  slate  blackboard. 
The  ceilings  are  of  metal  in  tasteful  patterns  and  they  and  the  walls 
are  delicately  tinted  in  colors  which  are  restful  to  the  eye.  This 
building  was  not  put  to  use  this  year,  it  being  thought  wise  to  wait 
until  the  grounds  could  be  put  in  proper  condition  and  the  building 
thoioughly  dried.  Next  year  it  will  relieve  the  overcrowded  condi- 
tion of  our  lower  schools.  It  will  contain  all  grades  from  the  first 
to  the  sixth  inclusive. 

Every  thing  seems  to  point  to  successful  work  next  year.  The  per- 
sonnel and  arrangement  of  the  teachers  have  been  changed  to  pro- 
mote greater  efficiency  and  greater  harmony,  and  by  the  employ- 
ment of  a  larger  force  the  number  of  pupils  for  each  has  been  de- 
creased. 

The  directors  have  determined  upon  extensive  improvements  dur- 
ing the  vacation,  upon  the  buildings  and  grounds  which  will  add 
materially  to  their  convenience  an  appearance  and  be  in  keeping 
with  the  spirit  of  this  progressive  community. 
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HARRISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


The  death  of  my  honored  and  beloved  predecessor,  which  occurred 
on  March  20,  1903,  was  a  severe  shock  to  the  community  and  to  the 
Harrisburg  schools.  The  value  of  his  services,  covering  a  period  of 
twenty-seven  years  as  Superintendent  of  the  city  schools,  cannot  be 
estimated,  inasmuch  as  during  these  years  of  faithful  service  and 
careful  oversight  the  modern  school  system  of  the  city  was  practi- 
cally developed.  His  death  also  occasioned  considerable  confusion 
and  loss  in  the  schools  for  a  time,  owing  to  the  absence  of  necessary 
and  proper  supervision. 

Attendance  during  the  year  unfortunately  has  been  affected  very 
materially  by  the  prevalence  of  various  contagious  diseases.  Small- 
pox especially  has  thinned  the  ranks  in  the  school  room.  Harris- 
burg suffered,  more  or  less,  during  the  entire  school  year  through 
this  affliction.  While  there  were  but  very  few  pupils  in  the  schools 
wlrt)  were  stricken  with  small-pox,  every  such  case  reported  caused 
a  certain  degree  of  consternation,  resulting  naturally  in  prolonged 
absence  from  school.  Cause  for  fear,  however,  was  groundless,  as 
is  proved  by  the  interesting  fact  that  in  no  instance  was  a  case  of 
small-pox  contracted  through  exposure  in  the  schools.  It  would 
seem  that,  granting  necessary  precautions,  children  are,  as  a  rule, 
safer  in  school  than  out  of  it  during  a  small-pox  epidemic. 

Other  diseases  also,  such  as  measles,  mumps  and  chicken-pox,  had 
their  effect  upon  attendance,  so  that,  taken  altogether,  our  average 
of  eighty-eight  and  one-half  percentage  should  be  generously  con- 
sidered. 

We  are  just  beginning  to  see  the  value  to  the  schools  of  the  new 
child  labor  lawr  which  went  into  effect  on  May  2d  of  the  present  year. 
Numbers  of  children  who  were  legally  employed  under  the  previous 
law  fortunately  will  be  forced  back  into  the  schools.  A  rigid  en- 
forcement of  the  provisions  of  the  newT  law  will  affect  very  materially 
for  the  better  the  educational  product  of  this  city  and  of  the  State. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  healthy  growth.  Signs  of  progres- 
siveness  may  be  seen  along  many  lines.  Two  new  buildings,  among 
the  best  and  most  modern  in  the  city,  have  been  occupied  for  the 
first  time,  and  another,  a  building  to  be  used  by  the  Technical  High 
School,  is  in  process  of  construction  and  will  be  occupied  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  schools  in  September. 

The  high  schools  apparently  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
total  enrollment  in  these  schools  for  the  year  was  1,021,  while  the 
total  enrollment  in  the  city  was  9,520,  thus  showing  that  nearly  eleven 
per  cent,  of  the  entire  school  registration  attended  the  high  schools. 
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The  last  graduating  class  numbered  116,  of  which  number  101  had 
taken  regular  four  year  courses  and  15,  the  business  course.  All  of 
our  business  graduates  promptly  received  employment,  while,  of  the 
others,  the  usually  large  percentage  will  enter  the  various  colleges 
in  the  fall. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  my  predecessor  the  history  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Technical  High  School  was  dwelt  upon  at  some 
length.  This  school  is  now  a  reality  and  promises  rapid  develop- 
ment. There  are  at  present  five  teachers  employed  in  the  school,  in- 
cluding the  principal,  Dr.  W.  Fowler  Bucke,  and  another  will  be 
added  to  the  faculty  in  the  fall.  The  enrolment  during  the  year  was 
87.  The  course  of  study  embraces  all  subjects  that  are  taught  in 
the  best  Technical  High  Schools  elsewhere. 

For  several  years  past  some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  se- 
curing teachers  for  the  schools  possessing  proper  qualifications. 
Several  attempts  were  made  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  none 
of  which  were  entirely  successful  until  two  years  ago,  at  which  time 
a  Teacher's  Training  School  was  organized  in  the  city.  The  school 
is  opened  to  all  graduates  of  the  Harrisburg  high  school  and  to  s«ch 
others  as  have  completed  a  course  of  study  at  least  equivalent  to  the 
course  prescribed  for  the  high  school.  There  are  now  23  students  in 
attendance  at  this  school  under  professional  instruction.  The  first 
annual  commencement  occurred  last  January.  There  were  eleven 
young  women  in  the  graduating  class,  nearly  all  of  whom  have  since 
secured  permanent  positions  as  teachers  and  are  doing  good  work. 

Music  and  drawing  continue  to  occupy  their  important  place  in 
the  curriculum.  As  to  the  latter,  special  mention  should  be  made 
of  the  very  excellent  exhibit  sent  to  the  St.  Louis  Exposition.  This 
exhibit  received  a  money  prize,  awarded  by  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Committee  before  going  to  St.  Louis,  and  it  was  also  awarded  a  gold 
medal  at  the  exposition. 

The  usual  annual  city  institute  was  held  the  last  week  in  August, 
the  principal  instructors  being  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  Edward  F. 
Bigelow  and  Dr.  Franklin  S.  Edmonds.  Other  institutes  and  teach- 
ers meetings  have  been  held  throughout  the  year,  as  usual. 


HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


The  enlargement  and  reniodeling  of  the  high  school  building  last 
summer  gave  us  much  needed  additional  room  and  facilities.  We 
have  now  well  equipped  laboratories  that  enable  us  to  give  satis- 
factory courses  in  several  of  the  sciences. 
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Miss  Mary  Berger,  one  of  the  grade  teachers  of  (he  city,  prepared 
herself  for  supervision  of  drawing  and  she  was  elected  by  our  board 
to  teach  that  branch  in  the  high  school,  and  to  supervise  it  in  the 
lower  grades.  They  then  elected  Prof.  Albert  E.  Greenhalgh  to  a 
similar  position  for  vocal  music;  the  results  have  been  very  satis- 
factory.    Heretofore  the  positions  were  filled  by  one  person. 

A  series  of  lectures  and  concerts  were  held  in  the  new  auditorium 
under  the  auspices  of  the  high  school  which  not  only  provided  a 
number  of  refined  and  elevating  entertainments  at  a  reasonable  cost, 
biit  added  a  neat  sum  to  the  high  school  treasury  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  pictures,  etc. 

Owing  to  resignation  and  the  opening  of  additional  schools,  eleven 
newT  teachers  were  employed.  Most  of  them,  however,  had  had  suc- 
cessful experience  and  all  were  college  or  Normal  School  graduates, 
so  that  the  general  work  of  the  schools  suffered  but  little.  For  the 
term  of  1905-6  all  the  teachers  of  last  year  were  re-elected. 
Although  we  need  three  additional  teachers,  they  were  not  elected, 
as  the  building  now  in  process  of  erection  will  not  be  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy until  some  time  in  the  winter.  Upon  its  completion,  Hazle- 
ton  will  have  erected  four  buildings  in  twelve  years  at  a  cost  of  $190,- 
000,  exclusive  of  the  furnishing. 

No  radical  change  has  been  made  either  in  the  policy  of  the  schools 
or  in  methods  of  management  and  instruction.  We  aid  to  fit  for 
life's  duties  and  responsibilities  so  far  as  possible,  whether  the  pupils- 
leave  the  schools  in  the  intermediate  grades  or  at  graduation  in  the 
high  school.  With  this  thought  in  mind,  the  entire  course  of  study 
has  been  planned  and  methods  in  management  and  instruction  have 
been  adopted.  All  these  matters  are  discussed  in  our  school  board 
and  committee  meetings,  annual  and  monthly  institutes,  and  weekly 
grade  meetings. 

I  am  much  encouraged  with  the  growing  sentiment  in  our  com- 
munity that  nothing  that  we  can  possibly  afford  is  too  good  for  our 
boys  and  girls,  and  with  the  devotion  of  most  of  the  teachers  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  ideals  that  we  have  worked  out  for  our 
schools,  I  repeat  what  I  reported  to  you  a  year  ago,  that  the  hearty 
support  given  the  schools  by  our  board  of  controllers  and  the  press 
of  the  city  accounts  in  large  measure  for  the  degree  of  success  that 
we  have  had  in  the  accomplishment  of  some  very  desirable  results. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— Joseph  P>.  Gabrio. 


Total  enrollment  for  the  year,  3,451;  average  daily  attendance. 
2.100;  number  enrolled  in  high  school,  96;  number  of  night  schools  iu 
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operation,  15;  enrollment  in  night  schools,  474;  average  number  of 
months  taught,  night  school,  2.9;  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month,  night 
school,  |1.116;  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month,  day  school,  $0,895. 

A  teachers'  meeting  was  held  each  month  and  with  a  possible  at- 
tendance of  sixty-three,  the  average  for  the  year  was  fifty-nine.  The 
teachers,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  very  much  interested  in 
their  work,  and  progress  throughout  the  township  is  very  marked. 

Trigonometry,  solid  geometry,  chemistry,  zoology,  geology,  Cicero 
and  Virgil  were  added  to  the  high  school  curriculum,  and  the  course 
extended  to  four  years.  This  change  met  with  some  opposition  at 
first,  but  the  people  soon  realized  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
such  higher  educational  advantages.  In  order  to  meet  the  demand 
of  the  new  course  of  study,  the  board  of  directors  has  fitted  up  a  fair 
chemical  laboratory. 

As  far  as  possible,  the  student  is  required  to  make  his  own  experi- 
ments, and  record  the  results  of  such  tests. 

Additional  apparatus  will  be  secured  from  time  to  time  until  we 
shall  have  an  up  to  date  laboratory  in  every  respect. 

From  the  fact  that  every  person  should  be  able  to  record  ordinary 
business  transactions,  a  commercial  course,  covering  the  simple 
forms  of  book-keeping  was  established. 

This  will  enable  our  students  to  acquire,  what  might  be  termed,  a 
public  demand  for  such  knowledge. 

A  modern  steam  heating  plant  was  installed  in  the  high  school 
and  on  the  coldest  winter  days  the  building  is  comfortably  heated 
throughout. 


HOMESTEAD— J.  M.  Norris. 


The  past  school  year  has  been  a  successful  one.  Our  enrollment 
was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  Homestead. 

Our  high  school,  under  the  efficient  management  of  Mrs.  Lyde  P. 
Williams  has  attained  a  high  standard,  and  our  pupils  who  have  en- 
tered higher  institutions  of  learning  have  been  complimented  upon 
their  thorough  preparation. 

The  commercial  course  has  proven  attractive  to  many  who  have 
completed  the  course  in  the  grades  on  account  of  the  demand  for 
book-keepers,  typewriters  and  stenographers  in  this  great  industrial 
center. 

Last  May  we  celebrated  our  Second  Annual  Founder's  Day  of  the 
C.  M.  Schwab  Manual  Training  School,  when  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
Superintendent  Schaeffer's  presence  among  us. 
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Our  Manual  Training  School  is  one  of  the  leading  features  of  our 
educational  system  and  is  very  popular  with  the  people  of  Home- 
stead. 

The  Womans'  Club  of  Homestead  is  to  be  commended  for  the  pub- 
lic spirit  it  has  shown  in  providing  the  funds  for  a  vacation  school 
in  our  Second  ward  district. 

The  department  of  music,  in  charge  of  Miss  Rebecca  Baker,  as  su- 
pervisor, attained  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  and  it  is  with  regret 
that  we  learn  of  her  resignation. 

Miss  Agnes  Lawton,  supervisor  of  art,  spent  the  summer  in  Italy  in 
the  study  of  her  chosen  profession.  Mr.  Schwab,  Homestead's  great 
benefactor,  paying  all  expenses  of  the  trip. 

The  Carnegie  Technical  School  will  be  opened  sometime  during  the 
year  and  our  people  are  expecting  great  advantages  from  this  insti- 
tution. When  this  school  is  fully  organized,  the  people  of  the  Pitts- 
burg district  will  enjoy  educational  advantages  second  to  very  few 
other  localities  in  the  world. 


HUNTINGDON— E.  R.  Barclay, 


Our  schools  closed  on  the  hist  day  of  June,  after  doing  what  we 
think  to  be  nine  months  good  work.  We  had  no  resignations  and 
very  little  sickness;  our  board  provided  amply  in  the  way  of  room, 
furnishings  and  supplies,  sixty  per  cent,  of  all  our  teachers  were 
normal  or  college  giaduates,and  fifteen  per  cent,  more  held  perma- 
nent certificates  and  all  of  the  force  of  teachers  had  more  than  two 
years  experience  in  teaching.  Our  course  of  study  is  well  adapted 
to  our  wants  and  is  thoroughly  understood  by  teachers  so  that  our 
whole  energy  was  given  to  the  accomplishment  of  work  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  pupils. 

We  had  little  or  no  trouble  in  enforcing  the  vaccination  law,  but 
our  efforts  in  keeping  truants  in  school  did  not  always  "bear  fruit  a 
hundred  fold."  What  we  need  to  enforce  this  law  in  Huntingdon  is 
a  special  school  for  truants. 

The  board  advanced  salaries  about  six  per  cent,  during  the  year 
and  we  have  not  lost  a  good  teacher  within  three  years  for  want  of 
a  better  salary. 

About  $90.00  worth  of  books  was  added  to  our  already  good  school 
library,  through  entertainments  given  in  the  high  school.  Two  con- 
H'sts.  one  in  oratory;  the  other  in  declamation  were  held  during  the 
year  and  participated  in  by  the  members  of  the  Junior  and  Senior 
classes  of  the  high  school.     Both  were  well  attended  and  created  lots 
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of  school  interest.  Prize  money  furnished  by  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  and 
business  men  of  town,  amounting  to  about  thirty-seven  dollars  was 
distributed  at  the  twenty-third  annual  commencement  exercises,  held 
June  6th,  at  which  time  a  class  of  twenty-seven  were  given  diplomas. 
Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  of  Williamsport,  gave  an  inspiring  address  to 
a  large  audience  at  our  commencement. 

The  local  camp  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  increased  our  attendance  by 
ottering  a  beautiful  lithographed  Certificate  of  Honor  to  every  pupil 
who  attended  every  session  without  once  being  tardy — the  result 
was  that  more  than  two  hundred  certificates  were  awarded  at  the 
end  of  the  term.  Then  too  the  same  order  presented  us  with  a  beau- 
tiful silk  banner,  bearing  the  inscription — "The  Banner  School  for  the 
Month."  The  school  that  made  the  best  rating  the  previous  month 
was  entitled  to  the  banner  for  one  month — the  result  was  lots  of 
school  spirit  and  pride  for  the  bidding  was  spirited — one  school  of 
thirty-seven  pupils  in  order  to  win  had  to  make  an  average  of  99  per 
cent,  in  attendance  and  there  was  not  a  tardy  mark  to  the  discredit 
of  the  school  for  the  month. 

About  92  per  cent,  of  the  1,350  pupils  belonging  to  the  school  dur- 
ing the  year  were  promoted.  Both  the  teacher's  class  marks  and  the 
teacher's  and  superintendent's  examinations  were  counted.  We 
have  not  found  it  expedient  to  do  away  with  examinations — the  re- 
sult is  that  less  than  five  per  cent,  of  those  promoted  from  the  gram- 
mar to  the  high  school  within  the  last  three  years  failed  to  make  the 
annual  promotion  in  the  high  school.  About  ten  per  cent,  of  all  the 
pupils  belonging  to  our  district  were  in  the  high  school. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  say  that  the  year  ;\ust  closed  was 
one  of  hard  work  and  pleasantness.  The  superintendent  has  had 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers  and  principals  and  the  success  of 
the  year  is  largely  attributable  to  their  industry  and  faithfulness. 
The  board  of  directors  too  have  manifested  a  commendable  interest 
and  an  unusual  amount  of  liberality  and  good  judgment  in  the 
management  of  the  schools. 


JEANNETTE— Thoo.  B.   Shank. 


Our  schools  showed  an  increased  enrollment  over  last  year  and  the 
spirit  of  progress  was  very  manifest.  Another  room  was  opened  to 
accommodate  the  increase  and  music  was  continued  with  marked 
success. 
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The  high  school  lias  shown  a  steady  increase  from  year  to  year  and 
the  character  of  work  done  is  of  a  high  order.  Another  year  has 
been  added,  making  the  course  four  years  now. 

The  citizens  of  Jeannette  are  greatly  interested  in  the  progress  of 
the  schools  which  does  a  great  deal  toward  their  progress. 

The  prizes  for  the  pupils  making  the  most  progress  in  English  will 
be  continued  next  year,  being  offered  by  the  former  Superintendent, 
Prof.  J.  W.  Anthony,  now  principal  of  several  wards  in  Pittsburg. 


JOHNSTOWN— J.  M.  Berkey. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
this,  my  ninth,  and  final  report  as  Superintendent  of  the  Public- 
Schools  of  Johnstown. 

The  work  in  and  for  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has  moved 
steadily  forward  along  all  essential  requirements.  While  no  new 
lines  of  management  were  projected  and  no  new  departments  of 
work  organized,  our  earnest  efforts  were  directed  towards  the 
strengthening  of  the  departments  already  established  and  the  in- 
tensifying of  the  course  of  study  along  essential  and  practical  needs. 

The  statistics  submitted  herewith  show  the  usual  growth  of  the 
school  system  of  this  prosperous  and  progressive  city.  Johnstown 
as  an  industrial  community,  and  especially  as  an  iron  and  steel  cen- 
ter, has,  we  believe,  made  commendable  effort  to  keep  her  educa- 
tional interests  abreast  with  her  commercial  development.  This 
has  meant  more  than  simply  the  providing  of  ample  school  accommo- 
dations for  the  increasing  population.  It  has  meant  more  than  the 
adequate  equipment  in  school  machinery  and  working  supplies.  It 
has  meant  the  thoughtful  adaptation  of  legitimate  school  work  to 
the  practical  demands  of  the  larger  community,  and  the  intelligent 
application  of  sound  pedagogy  to  the  highest  and  best  interests  of 
an  industrial  age.  The  public  schools  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be, 
what  the  people  want  them  to  be.  Temporarily  or  incidentally,  they 
may  be  better  or  worse,  but  as  a  rule  they  are  but  the  exponent  of  the 
best  educational  thought  of  the  community,  and  an  index  to  the  es- 
timate placed  by  the  thinking  people  upon  the  nature  and  general 
value  of  a  public  school  education.  It  is,  however,  for  those  who 
wTork  in  and  for  the  schools  to  unify  and  formulate  this  educational 
sentiment  and  to  intensify  the  highest  and  best  outlook  in  public 
school  results.  In  our  efforts  to  follow,  yet  lead,  in  the  educational 
development  of  Johnstown,  the  lines  of  special  effort  during  the  past 
year  were  mainly  these: 
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A  Simplified  Curriculum. 

An  earnest  effort  was  made  throughout  the  school  year  to  elimin- 
ate from  the  course  of  study  whatever  seemed  to  be  obsolete  and  im- 
practical. Many  subjects  in  advanced  arithmetic,  unimportant  de- 
tails in  geography  and  history,  confusing  technicalities  and  forms 
in  grammar,  unused  and  unusable  words  in  spelling,  unnecessary  and 
meaningless  repetition  of  exercises  in  all  studies — these  were  elim- 
inated so  far  as  the  consensus  of  competent  authority  would  justify 
their  disuse.  By  this  process  of  the  "survival  of  the  fittest,"  greater 
emphasis  could  be  placed  upon  the  things  most  worth  teaching, 
while  the  general  discipline  sometimes  claimed  for  the  teaching  of 
the  obscure,  the  abstract,  or  the  impractical,  was  more  fully  secured 
through  the  thorough  mastery  of  the  subjects  worth  learning  because 
of  their  direct  relation  to  real  life. 

The  process  of  elimination,  however,  did  not  have  in  view  merely 
the  lessening  of  the  work  of  pupils  or  the  retention  of  matter  because 
of  its  commercial  value.  We  have  sought  to  retain  that  which  is 
useful  and  practical,  not  merely  in  its  direct  relation  to  commercial 
and  industrial  life,  but  in  its  ethical  and  aesthetic  bearings  as  well. 
We  have  tried  to  find  and  teach  that  which  is  in  itself  interesting, 
and  at  the  same  time,  within  the  comprehension  of  the  pupils  of  the 
respective  grades. 

Learning  Through  Experience. 

Learning  to  do  by  doing  is  a  pedagogical  principal  as  old  as  the 
words  and  work  of  Pestalozzi,  but  it  is  frequently  lost  sight  of  in 
our  present  day  schools.  Education  in  some  schools  still  means 
learning,  memorizing,  imitating,  instead  of  development,  applied 
knowledge,  and  individual  power.  In  our  schools  we  have  sought 
to  have  pupils  grow  while  they  learn,  think  while  they  study,  and  ap- 
ply what  has  been  taught.  I  do  not  refer  to  drawing  and  manual 
training  merely  as  an  application  of  this  principle.  These  depart- 
ments, it  is  true,  are  more  clearly  forms  and  opportunities  of  ex- 
pression through  individual  effort,  and  as  such  are  considered  most 
potent  means  in  the  development  of  manual  skill,  clear  mental  grasp, 
and  aesthetic  taste.  But  the  same  principle  applies  with  equal  force 
to  language  practice,  nature  study,  laboratory  science,  commercial 
geography,  and  business  arithmetic.  Pupils  will  learn  best  that 
which  they  work  out  in  actual  practice,  by  personal  investigation, 
or  through  individual  study  and  research. 

In  harmony  with  this  general  principle,  our  teachers  have  sought, 
more  and  more,  to  encourage  pupils  to  find  and  read  good  books  for 
themselves,  to  write  and  talk  good  English,  to  find  or  make  problems 
in  arithmetic,  to  learn  geography  outside  of  text-books,  to  gather 
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material  for  nature  study  and  art  work,  to  make  useful  things  in 
manual  training  exercises,  to  investigate  scientific  problems  in  mills 
ind  mines,  to  discuss  present  questions  in  civil  government — in  short, 
to  carry  the  lessons  of  the  school  room  into  the  great  world  of  every 
day  life,  and  in  the  reflex  influence  of  the  world  life,  to  bring  back 
to  the  schoolroom,  interest,  energy  and  enthusiasm,  to  intensify  and 
vitalize  the  formal  lessons  of  classroom  study. 


The  Higher  Education. 

Johnstown  has  a  good  high  school,  thoroughly  organized,  admira- 
bly managed,  and  fully  equipped.  In  the  efficiency  of  its  depart- 
ment work,  the  scholastic  standing  of  its  graduates,  and  the  record 
of  actual  results,  it  is  doubtless  the  equal  of  any  school  >of  its  class 
in  the  State.  But  the  higher  education  for  which  I  plead,  and  which 
I  believe  has  been  given  a  prominent  place  in  the  thought  and  work 
of  every  teacher,  applies  to  every  department  and  to  the  training  of 
all  children  in  our  public  schools.  • 

It  is  not  so  iriuch  what  pupils  learn  to  know  as  what  they  want  to 
be  that  determines  the  worth  of  their  training  and  leads  to  their 
rightful  heritage.  Education  in  its  fundamental  aim  seeks  to  lead 
out  and  up  and  on  the  universal  desire  for  a  brighter  and  better 
future.  Its  province  is  to  point  out  a  more  excellent  way — "to  give 
life  and  to  give  it  more  abundantly."  It  is  the  mission  of  the  school 
to  lift  society  into  a  higher  and  a  purer  atmosphere  of  thought  and 
purpose;  to  break  down  the  barriers  which  hold  the  untutored  soul 
in  bondage  and  to  let  in  the  light  of  eternal  beauty  and  goodness 
and  truth.  It  is  the  highest,  holiest  mission  of  the  teacher  to  give 
color  and  tone  and  impetus  to  the  want  to  be  of  chilhood;  and  to  in- 
spire a  child  with  a  worthy  and  a  staying  ambition  for  the  best 
things  in  life,  while  placing  for  him  the  "stepping  stones  to  higher 
things,"  is  in  itself  the  greatest  inspiration  to  the  faithful  teacher 
and  the  richest  compensation  mortal  times  afford. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  whole,  are  to  be  commended  for  the  splendid 
professional  spirit  manifested  in  their  work.  Genuine  interest  in 
child-life  and  cordial  sympathy  with  the  outlook  and  onlook  of  young 
heads  and  hearts,  have  made  the  routine  of  schoolroom  duties  a 
labor  of  love  and  inspired  teachers  and  pupils  to  greatest  endeavor. 
This  spirit  has  shown  itself  in  a  natural  yet  effective  discipline,  a 
mutual  respect  on  the  part  of  all  school  workers,  and  a  helpful  at- 
titude on  the  part  of  parents.  It  is  not  a  part  of  our  course  of  study 
so  much  as  an  essential  characteristic  of  the  individual  teacher.  It 
cannot  be  required,  and  yet  without  it,  all  school  work  is  but  a  dead 
routine  and  its  daily  exercises  a  perpetual  drudgery. 
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Growth  of  Advanced  Classes. 

When  I  assumed  official  supervision  of  the  schools  of  this  city, 
there  were  but  seventy-five  pupils  in  the  high  school,  and  but  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  in  all  the  grammar  grades.  Now,  there  are 
nearly  400  pupils  in  the  high  school  and  over  1,200  in  the  same  gram- 
mar grades.  This  remarkable  increase  in  the  higher  classes  shows 
a  commendable  spirit  of  progress  in  the  community,  as  well  as  the 
evident  results  of  good  teaching  in  all  grades.  The  larger  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  the  high  school,  the  better  will  be  the  facilities  which 
can  be  afforded  in  advanced  work,  and  the  more  pupils  in  advanced 
classes  properly  prepared  for  promotion,  the  greater  the  impetus  and 
the  benefit  to  all  pupils  in  the  lower  grades.  A  large,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  strong,  high  school,  is  not  only  a  matter  of  genuine 
pride  to  a  community,  but  it  is  also  an  actual  benefit  to  all  who  have 
part  or  share  in  school  work  in  any  department. 

Conclusion. 

With  this  report  my  work  in  and  for  the  schools  of  Johnstown 
closes.  Nine  years  ago  I  accepted  the  responsible  and  honorable 
position  to  which  I  was  then  called.  Continued  service  during  these 
nine  years  has  but  increased  the  feeling  of  the  great  responsibility 
I  then  assumed.  I  came  to  take  charge  of  3,800  pupils,  schooled  in 
fourteen  buildings,  and  in  charge  of  seventy-nine  teachers.  Now, 
there  are  6,300  pupiis  in  twenty-five  buildings  with  160  teachers. 
The  work  has  grown  in  magnitude  because  the  city  has  grown  in 
population.  But  the  system  has  likewise  expanded  in  many  direc- 
tions. Nine  years  ago  there  were  practically  no  departments  in  the 
high  school,  no  working  laboratories,  no  commercial  department,  no 
manual  training  course,  no  advanced  art  work,  and  no  graduates 
who  could  enter  any  first-class  college.  Now,  we  have  all  these  with 
the  proud  record  of  graduates  in  every  college  in  the  land,  entered 
there  upon  their  merits  as  high  school  students. 

I  do  not  here  refer  to  this  progress  as  a  personal  triumph.  The 
schools  of  Johnstown  have  moved  forward  because  the  board  of  con- 
trol and  the  people  they  represented  wanted  them  to  advance. 
Under  the  intelligent  direction  and  liberal  support  of  the  official 
board  competent  teachers  were  employed,  efficient  supervisors  were 
placed  in  charge  of  special  departments,  and  a  high  standard  was  set 
for  all  in  official  relation  as  school  workers.  The  spirit  of  cordial 
co-operation  and  mutual  helpfulness  has  pervaded  our  ranks,  and 
the  consciousness  of  appreciated  effort  has  stimulated  us  all  to 
greatest  endeavor. 

The  work  which  I  now  relinquish  has  been  most  arduous,  and  in- 
creasingly heavy  with  each  succeeding  year.     But  if  the  work  has 
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been  hard,  it  has  been  lightened  and  brightened  by  many  friendships. 

The  united  and  ready  support  of  the  board  of  cent  ltd,  the  whole- 
hearted and  warm  hearted  co -operation  of  teachers,  the  helpful  atti- 
tude of  the  public  press,  and  withal,  the  generous  sympathy  and  the 
cordial  encouragement  of  the  whole  people,  all  these  have  taken 
out  of  the  difficult  and  heavy  work  the  drudgery  of  it  and  put  heart 
and  spirit  and  genuine  pleasure  into  the  whole  service.  The  memory 
of  these  nine  years  of  earnest  and  loyal  effort  for  the  schools  of 
Johnstown,  and  my  abiding  interest  in  both  the  work  and  the  workers 
in  them,  prompt  only  my  most  sincere  wishes  for  their  continued 
success. 


LANCASTER— R.  K.  Buehrle. 


The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  few  changes.  The  course  .hith- 
erto pursued  has  been  followed  this  term  also,  .except  that  there  has 
probably  been  less  study  by  our  teachers  in  classes,  no  doubt  a 
reaction  against  special  effort  put  forth  during  the  last  two  years. 
There  have,  however,  been  teachers  who  have  pursued  special  studies 
at  F.  &  M.  College,  and  one  of  our  teachers  obtained  leave  of  absence 
from  his  school  to  enable  him  to  enter  the  senior  class  there  and 
graduate  with  it  in  June. 

Kindergartens. 

After  years  of  self-denying  and  laborious  effort,  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  women,  enthusiastic  and  devoted  believers  in  the 
utility  of  the  free  kindergarten,  have  succeeded  in  inducing  our 
board  to  make  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  free  kindergartens;  and 
our  educational  system  is  now  complete  from  the  cradle  to  the 
college.  What  is,  henceforth,  needed,  is  to  strengthen  and  perfect 
the  work  by  intensive  teaching  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
charge  of  the  schools,  and  more  intensive  study  on  the  part  of  the 
pupils  in  attendance,  as  well  as  a  greater  appreciation  of  the  im- 
portance of  regular  attendance  at  school  and  greater  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  parents. 

A  Manual  Training  School. 

An  advance  step  which  it  is  likely  our  board  will  soon  take 
would  be  the  establishment  of  a  manual  training  school,  especially 
for  the  boys.  Such  a  school  should  be  established  not  only  for 
what  it  will  accomplish  in  the  way  of  muscular  training  and  devel- 
opment, but  also  for  its  effect  on  the  mind  and  character. 
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More  Supervision. 

It  has  been  found  impossible  thus  far  to  induce  our  board  to  ap- 
point a  supervisor  of  drawing,  which  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
because  without  such  a  person  to  direct  and  instruct  the  teachers 
in  their  work,  it  must  necessarily  be  very  imperfectly  done;  all  the 
more  so  because  of  the  very  little  preparation  most  of  them  bring 
to  their  classes.  The  difficulty  is  really  due  to  the  wrong  estimate 
placed  upon  the  educational  value  and  the  practical  utility  of  this 
branch  of  study.  Our  people  as  well  as  our  schools  are  still  too 
greatly  dominated  by  educational  ideals  prevalent,  and  justly  so,  in 
the  past,  when,  however,  the  conditions  of  life  were  very  different 
from  what  they  are  to-day. 

Examinations  and  Promotions. 

Several  years  ago  the  board  made  a  radical  change  as  regards 
examinations  for  promotion.  To-day  the  general,  almost  universal, 
opinion  is  that  another  change  will  have  to  be  made  if  the  pupils 
are  to  enter  higher  schools  as  well  prepared  as  formerly.  At  the 
time  our  board  made  the  change  referred  to,  the  complaint  of  over- 
pressure in  the  schools  was  general,  and  public  sentiment,  as  voiced 
especially  by  the  newspaper  press  and  medical  journals,  demanded 
that  something'  be  done  to  relieve  it.  As  is  usual  in  such  cases, 
the  pendulum  swung  too  far.  It  need  hardly  be  repeated  that 
there  is  "no  royal  road  to  learning"  and  that  the  children  in  general, 
^ire  not  any  more  fond  of  mental  than  of  physical  toil;  so  that  if 
they  are  to  put  forth  effort  there  must  be  stimuli  and  yet  all  kinds 
of  stimuli  are  liable  to  be  abused  and  nervous  children  are  likely 
to  suffer  if  such  stimuli  are  injudiciously  applied  by  the  teacher. 
The  true  remedy  in  all  such  matters  lies,  in  great  part,  with  the 
parents  for  no  school  system  can  be  adapted  to  individual  conditions 
without  their  intelligent  co-operation.  The  condition  of  our  schools 
is,  to  a  very  great  degree,  described  by  the  Kev.  T.  A.  Finlay,  of  the 
Mosely  Educational  Commission:  "The  work  of  the  school  is  in  fact 
done  by  the  teacher  rather  than  by  the  pupils;"  "Laborious  and  per- 
sonal mental  effort  on  the  part  of  the  pupils"  does  not  seem  to  be 
the  "end  pursued." 

Committee  on  Hygiene. 

Our  schools  have,  for  many  years,  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  careful 
supervision  as  regards  hygienic  conditions.  The  requirement  of 
vaccination  has  been  strictly  obeyed  and  the  prevention  of  the  spread 
of  contagious  diseases  has  been  quite  successful.  The  State  law 
as  regards  both  of  these  matters  is  strictly  enforced,  thanks  to  the 
efforts  and  vigilance  of  our  committee  on  hygiene,  and  our  schools 
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iiiul  city  have,  therefore,  an  enviable  health  record  winch  is  all  the 
more  noteworthy  because  of  our  proximity  to  a  number  of  large 
cities  which  are  also  sea-ports. 

Compulsory  Attendance  Law. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  been  more  strictly  and  suc- 
cessfully enforced  than  heretofore,  and  yet  has  not  encountered  any 
opposition  worth  mentioning  on  the  part  of  the  people.  Indeed 
the  activity  of  our  attendance  officer  has  been  very  generally  com- 
mended, and  as  he  has  been  reappointed  and  the  term  of  service  ex- 
tended to  cover  the  entire  year,  we  look  forward  to  still  better  re- 
sults in  the  future. 

Teachers'  Salaries. 

The  minimum  salary  law  affected  very  few  of  our  teachers,  only 
those  who  had  not  at  the  time  of  the  passage  taught  five  years  in  the 
primary  grade.  Their  number  did  not  exceed  five  per  centum  .of  the 
entire  teaching  force.  Nevertheless  the  law  did  great  good  in  that 
it  called  attention  to  the  justice  of  the  demands  made  by  the  teachers 
for  more  equitable  compensation.  It  was  an  educational  measure 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  more  advanced  portion  of  the  com- 
munity and  intended  to  influence  the  entire  body. 

Long  Service. 

This  report  should  not  be  brought  to  a  close  without  making  men- 
tion of  the  long-continued  service  of  Miss  Sarah  H.  Bundell,  who  held 
the  office  of  principal  of  the  girls'  high  school  for  upwards  of  forty 
years,  but  who,  at  the  close  of  the  term  declined  a  re-election  to  her 
former  post  of  duty. 

In  Memoriam. 

Another  empty  chair  bears  silent  testimony  to  the  departure  from 
this  life  of  Miss  Matilda  Zug,  who  served  long  and  faithfully  in  the 
grades. 


LEBANON— R.  T.  Adams. 


Number  of  school  buildings,  12 

Number  of  school  rooms, 77 

Number  of  teachers  employed,  75 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled, 2,843 
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Average  daily  attendance,  2,327 

Percentage  of  attendance, 93 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school, 224 

Number  of  graduates  from  the  high  school, 45 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  to  the  high  school, 84 

Number  of  cases  of  sickness  reported, 3,794 

Number  of  male  teachers  employed, 7 

Number  of  female  teachers  employed, 68 

Number  of  teachers  examined, 7 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 5 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates,  ....  7 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates, 42 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  certificates,  6 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  normal  certificates,  ....  10 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  normal  diplomas, 1 

Number  of  teachers  holding  college  State  certificates,  .  .  3 

Number  of  teachers  who  are  graduates  of  colleges, 5 

On  the  29th  of  May  we  closed  one  of  the  most  successful  terms  of 
school  that  we  have  had  in  Lebanon.  Our  attendance  was  better 
than  in  former  years  and  the  work  in  almost  every  department  was 
more  satisfactory.  A  larger  number  of  pupils  was  promoted  from 
grade  to  grade  than  was  usually  promoted.  The  class  that  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  was  fully  one-third  larger  than  on 
any  former  year,  and  the  prospects  are  that  the  number  of  pupils 
in  the  high  school  for  the  coming  year  will  exceed  that  of  any  pre- 
vious years.  This  is  especially  encouraging  when  we  remember 
that  the  amount  of  work  in  the  upper  grammar  grades  and  in  the 
high  school  has  been  greatly  increased  within  the  last  few  years. 

The  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law  has  led  those 
who  would  otherwise  be  negligent  about  sending  their  children  to 
school  to  send  them  quite  regularly.  In  fact,  it  was  not  an  uncom- 
mon thing  to  have  parents  come  to  the  office  and  ask  that  they 
might  keep  their  children  out  of  school  to  help  to  move  or  clean 
house.  A  few  years  ago  no  parent  would  have  thought  of  coming 
to  the  school  authorities  to  get  permission  to  keep  his  child  out  of 
school.  This  goes  to  show  that  the  people  who  do  not  see  the 
advantage  of  educating  their  children  are  beginning  to  realize  that 
the  State  is  in  earnest  and  intends  to  have  all  educated,  whether  the 
children  are  willing  to  be  educated  or  not. 

Our  special  school  has  been  in  progress  with  a  fair  attendance  all 
the  year,  the  enrollment  at  one  time  rising  as  high  as  25.  This  school 
has  been  of  great  assistance  to  us  both  in  discipline  and  attendance. 
Pupils  who  were  "terrors"  in  the  schoolroom  before  we  had  the 
special  school  have  become  quite  obedient  since  they  have  learned 
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that  they  are  sure  to  land  in  the  special  school  if  they  keep  on  in 
their  former  ways;  and  others  who  are  in  the  habit  of  playing  truant 
occasionally  have  decided  to  come  regularly  after  having  spent  a 
month  or  more  in  the  special  school.  "The  truant  school/'  as  it  is 
called,  has  had  a  very  salutary  effect  both  on  the  attendance  and  the 
discipline  of  our  schools. 

Our  teachers  have  done  earnest  and  conscientious  work  almost 
without  exception.  While  the  results  of  their  work  are  satisfac- 
tory in  almost  every  particular,  we  still  might  wish  for  more  ex- 
tensive professional  qualification  on  the  part  of  many  of  them.  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  much  better  for  our  schools  if 
our  teachers  were  required  to  undergo  more  thorough  examinations 
in  professional  work  instead  of  giving  the  time  that  might  be  given 
to  professional  work  to  algebra  and  civil  government.  While  I  wTould 
not  minimize  the  value  of  these  subjects  to  the  teacher,  yet  I  do 
think  that  a  knowledge  of  psychology  and  child  nature  would  enable 
the  teacher  to  do  more  for  the  children  than  the  study  of  these  sub- 
jects have  done. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year,  we  had  drawing  introduced  into  our 
schools  below  the  high  school  for  the  first  time  in  a  systematic  way, 
and  the  results  have  come  up  to  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 
Our  art  exhibit  in  the  high  school  this  spring  would  do  justice  to  a 
school  in  which  drawing  had  been  taught  for  many  years.  Although 
we  spent  but  a  very  small  portion  of  our  time  on  drawing,  our  chil- 
dren have  been  given  an  insight  into  the  beauties  of  nature  and  a 
study  has  been  added  that  has  proved  to  be  a  pleasure,  instead  of  a 
burden,  to  every  one  who  took  part  in  it. 

In  the  future  we  hope  to  have  the  subject  of  drawing  taught  in  the 
high  school,  especially  mechanical  drawing.  The  prospects  of  hav- 
ing a^  commercial  course  in  the  high  school  for  the  coming  year  are 
encouraging  . 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their  prompt  advice  in  all 
cases  where  we  have  called  upon  them,  to  the  board  of  education,  to 
the  teachers,  and  to  the  press  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  warm- 
hearted support  in  all  matters  that  pertained  to  educational  work 
during  the  school  year. 


LOCK  HAVEN— John  A.  Robb. 


Following  find  my  thirtieth  annual  report  as  superintendent  of 
the  Lock  Haven  public  schools: 

Tin1  results  of  the  educational  work  in  the  district  are,  in  the  main, 
gratifying.  Although  nothing  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  schools 
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stands  prominent  as  a  special  exhibit  of  marked  success,  yet  assured 
evidences  of  growth  and  progress  are  visible  in  all  the  departments. 

This  is  encouraging,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  schools 
have  for  years  stood  well  in  the  estimation  of  the  community  and 
the  higher  institutions  which  our  students  have  entered. 

All  of  the  colleges  in  Pennsylvania  except  two  admit  our  high 
school  graduates  without  examination. 

Our  teachers  rank  high  in  professional  skill.  Nearly  all  have,  by 
their  diligence  and  proficiency,  come  info  possession  of  the  highest 
grade  of  teachers'  certificates. 

Whatever  disparity  has  been  found  in  the  comparative  results  of 
the  teachers'  individual  efforts,  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  lack  of  ex- 
perimental knowledge,  rather  than  to  a  want  of  care,  industry  and 
perseverance. 

The  fidelity  with  which  our  teachers  did  their  work  is  evidence  of 
their  interest  in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  pupils. 

Our  schools  are  in  the  hands  of  conscientious,  careful  and  com- 
petent teachers,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  their  compensation  is  not 
sufficiently  encouraging  to  awaken  professional  enthusiasm,  and 
create  a  desire  for  self-improvement. 

We  have  lost,  the  past  few  years,  four  of  our  very  best  teachers, 
because  they  got  better  pay  at  other  places. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  was  1,356. 
Males,  675;  females,  681.  The  daily  average  attendance  for  the  term 
was  1,051.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  term  was  95,  the 
highest  for  the  past  thirty  years. 

The  compulsory  school  law  was  strictly  enforced  the  entire  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  our  schools  were  supplied  with  well 
graded  supplementary  readers,  consisting  of  histories  and  science 
books,  as  well  as  books  of  reference. 

These  books,  put  into  the  hands  of  pupils  while  at  school,  contrib- 
ute much  toward  creating  a  spirit  of  self-investigation. 

Every  inducement  possible  is  thrown  around  our  pupils  to  urge 
them  on  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  to  simplify  their  school 
work. 

May  God  bless  our  schools,  and  may  they  prosper  in  the  future  as 
they  have  prospered  in  the  past. 


McKEESPORT— Joseph  B.  Richey. 


Teachers'  Salaries. 
The  salaries  of  the  teachers  were  increased  five  dollars  per  month 
beginning  with  the  school  term  of  1903-4.     Beginning  with  the  school 
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year  1905-6,  the  teachers  of  the  first,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth 
grades  will  receive  an  increase  of  five  dollars  per  month. 

High  School  Salaries. 

The  salaries  of  most  of  the  high  school  teachers  have  been  in- 
creased during  the  past  two  years.  In  1902-3,  two  teachers  received 
$720;  one  $900;  four  $950;  one  $1,350. 

In  1903-4,  two  teachers  received  -$720;  two  $900;  two  $950;  two 
$1,050;  one  $1,450. 

In  1904-5,  one  teacher  received  $720;  one  $750;  one  $900;  two  $950; 
two  $1,000;  two  $1,125;  one  $1,500. 

Next  year,  1905-6,  one  teacher  will  receive  $750;  one  $850;  three 
$900;  two  $950;  one  $1,100;  one  $1,125;  two    $1,200;  one  $1,600. 

The  high  school  attendance  has  increased  rapidly  during  the  past 
three  years.  In  1901-2,  there  were  seven  teachers  employed  in  the 
high  school.  The  total  enrollment  was  207  pupils.  The  average 
daily  attendance  was  163. 

There  were  ten  teachers  employed  last  year.  The  total  enroll- 
ment was  311.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  268.  The  en- 
rollment has  increased  50  per  cent.  The  number  of  teachers  has 
been  increased  43.7  per  cent. 

Principals'  Salaries. 

The  salaries  of  the  principals  have  been  increased  during  the  past 
two  years. 

In  1903-4,  one  principal  received  $750;  one  $850;  two  $950;  three 
$1,200,  and  three  $1,250. 

In  1904-5,  one  principal  received  $800;  two  $1,000;  one  $1,100; 
three  $1,200;  one  $1,250;  one  $1,350;  one  $1,500. 

Next  year,  1905-6,  one  principal  will  receive  $450;  five  $1,200;  two 
$1,300;  one  $1,350;  one  $1,550. 

A  study  of  the  increase  of  salaries  during  the  past  two  years  shows 
in  all  departments  a  substantial  increase.  The  board  of  education 
deserves  the  thanks  of  all  connected  with  the  school  system  for 
their  liberality. 

In  my  opinion,  they  have  acted  wisely  and  I  believe  that  the  money 
spent  in  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  will  prove  a  good 
investment  in  better  and  more  effective  work. 

Increase  of  Enrollment. 

The  entire  enrollment  for  the  school  year  ending  June  1,  1903,  was 
6,146;  6,350  for  1904;  6,817  for  1905. 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  4,695  for  1903;  5,067  for  1904; 
5,405  for  1905. 
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Our  reports  show  that  the  schools  had  671  more  pupils  enrolled 
in  1904-5  than  in  1902-3.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  710 
more. 

The  increase  in  enrollment  in  two  years  was  671  and  the  average 
daily  attendance  was  710.  This  is  certainly  a  very  satisfactory 
showing.  The  enrollment  for  1901-2  for  the  high  school  was  207 
pupils;  222  for  1902-3;  233  for  1903-4;  310  for  1904-5.     This  report 

shows  that  the  high  school  was  increased  50  per  cent,  in  three  years. 

« 

New  School  Buildings. 

The  new  West  Side  building  was  completed  in  November,  1903, 
and  was  dedicated  on  Thanksgiving  day.  The  building  will  meet  the 
needs  of  the  West  Side  for  several  years. 

The  board  has  wisely  decided  to  build  four  new  12-room  buildings. 
One  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  building  in  Christy  Park,  one  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old  building  in  Cherry  Lane,  one  to  be  built  on  Ver- 
sailles avenue  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  South  Park 
district,  and  one  in  the  Fawcett  plan  to  relieve  the  East  End  dis- 
trict. These  buildings  are  to  be  modern  in  every  respect.  They  will 
be  heated  by  hot  air  and  ventilated  by  the  mechanical  system.  The 
buildings  will  cost  about  |220,000,  exclusive  of  grounds  and  furniture. 

Special  Exercises. 

Special  exercises  were  held  in  all  the  schools  of  the  city  on  the 
last  day  of  school  before  the  holiday  vacation.  A  large  number  of 
parents  and  friends  of  education  visited  the  schools  during  the  exer- 
cises. Many  of  the  rooms  were  beautifully  decorated  and  the  ex- 
ercises consisted  of  Christmas  and  patriotic  songs  and  recitations 
and  essays  pertaining  to  Christmas. 

Exercises  of  a  patriotic  nature  were  held  in  honor  of  Lincoln's 
and  Washington's  birthdays  on  February  22d.  These  exercises  were 
entertaining  and  instructive.  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics  visited  all  the  buildings  and 
made  short  patriotic  talks  to  the  pupils. 

Annual  Teachers'  Institutes.     1904-5. 

The  institute  was  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium,  November 
21st  to  25th  inclusive. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Balliet,  Dean  of  School  of 
Pedagogy,  New  York  University;  Dr.  M.  V.  O'Shea,  Department  of 
Education,  University  of  Wisconsin;  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  Fredonia,  N. 
Y.;  Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  county  superintendent  of  Allegheny 
county,  and  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeney. 
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The  institute  was  a  success  in  every  respect.  The  instruction 
was  an  inspiration  to  all.  Many  parents  and  friends  of  education 
took  a  deep  interest  in  discussions  of  the  practical  educational  sub- 
jects which  were  discussed  by  some  of  the  ablest  educators  in  the 
country. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  so  popular  that  the  auditorium 
was  not  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  people  who  wished  to 
attend.  The  meetings  were  free  to  the  public.  The  music  was  a 
feature  of  the  work  of  the  institute.  The  purpose  of  the  institutes 
was  to  train,  inspire,  uplift  and  help  and  I  am  sure  they  accom- 
plished their  purpose. 

High  School  Fraternities  and  Sororities. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Influence  of  Fraternities  in  Sec- 
ondary High  Schools: 

"In  November,  1903,  President  William  R.  Harper,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  appointed  a  committee  to  report  upon  the  influence 
of  fraternities  and  sororities  in  secondary  high  schools  to  the  Con- 
ference of  Academies  and  High  Schools  in  relation  with  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago.  On  November  11,  1904,  that  committee  after  making 
such  investigation,  made  its  report.  It  is  impossible  to  give  the 
complete  report  at  this  time  on  account  of  space.  I  have  given  the 
summary  as  follows: 

"The  arguments  against  secondary  school  fraternities  and  sorori- 
ties were  numerous  and  various,  but  those  recognized  by  the  com- 
mittee are  mainly  these: 

"1.  Their  influence  is  detrimental  to  the  school.  *  *  *  They 
have  been  found  an  evil  and  a  curse.  Their  tendency  is  to  break 
up  all  literary  societies  and  divide  tlfe  school  into  cliques  and  bring 
into  the  school  the  worst  kind  of  politics  and  morals. 

"2.  They  are  detrimental  to  the  student  himself,  (a)  Positively 
in  that  they  hurt  the  mind  and  character.  The  greatest  injury  has 
resulted  to  the  members  themselves.  It  causes  a  decline  in  school 
interest  and  in  the  preparation  of  school  work.  A  spirit  of  indif- 
ference to  consequences  and  an  air  of  superiority  seems  to  follow. 
Many  never  complete  the  course.  In  their  fraternity  rooms  rumor 
has  it  that  there  is  little  evil  that  boys  can  indulge  in  that  is  not 
carried  on.  (b)  Negatively,  they  are  of  injury  to  the  student  in 
that  they  keep  him  from  doing  things  that  he  might  otherwise  do  if 
he  were  a  loyal  member  of  a  united,  single-spirited  school.  The 
elect  owe  all  that  they  have  of  excellence  in  force,  character,  and 
manners  to  lift  the  level  of  the  mass.  The  school  as  a  social  organi- 
zation ought  to  be  unified  by  the  generous  spirit  of  those  able  to 
give,  not  broken  into  suspicious  cliques.  They  split  school  on  every 
project  in  which  unity  is  desirable. 
15 
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"3.  They  are  unnecesasry.  They  fill  no  real  need,  as  the  college 
fraternities  do.  The  students  are  at  home  and  are  too  young  to 
choose  any  life  outside  of  the  home  life  and  supposed  to  fill  some 
of  its  needs.  They  ape  the  college,  with  no  other  reason  than  to  be 
collegy." 

4.  They  are  undemocratic.  *  *  *  They  cause  much  jealousy 
and  heart-burning,  especially  among  the  girls.  They  are  a  source  of 
grievance  to  many  who  are  not  "called." 

5.  The  standards  they  set  up  are  different  from,  if  not  opposed 
to  the  standards  set  up  by  the  school  authorities.  "All  are  organ- 
ized on  a  social  basis;  the  faithful  students  that  neither  dance,  smoke 
or  dress  well  are  not  wanted."  They  "are  filled  with  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  wealthy  to  whom  life  seems  only  an  idle  dream." 

6.  They  are  often  an  element  of  danger  in  the  government  of  the 
school.  When  they  have  grown  strong  and  old,  they  are  a  source  of 
much  annoyance  to  the  authorities. 

7.  The  committee,  finding  the  final  argument  against  fraternities 
and  sororities  very  well  voiced  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
quotes  him  fully: 

"Any  system  that  makes  paramount  the  decisions  of  immature 
minds  on  questions  of  social  and  other  school  distinctions  is,  in 
my  opinion,  radically  vicious.  Any  plan  that  tends  to  break  up 
the  solidity  of  the  school  in  the  interest  of  imaginary  class  distinc- 
tions cannot  be  too  seduously  avoided.  Any  scheme  that  weakens 
the  influence  of  the  master  and  his  teachers,  and  exalts  the  power 
of  pupils  without  regard  to  master  or  teachers,  strikes  at  the  very 
foundations  of  the  American  school. 

"The  absolutely  inane  antics  of  initiation  among  these  secret  socie- 
ties are  enough  to  condemn  them  in  the  minds  of  intelligent  people. 
To  my  certain  knowledge,  the  usefulness  of  more  than  one  head- 
master has  been  destroyed  in  the  community  by  friction  arising 
from  the  prevalence  of  the  secret  society  evil. 

"Hence,  when  some  years  ago  one  of  my  pupils  told  me  that  he 
had  been  asked  to  form  a  chapter  of  a  secret  society  in  our  school,  and 
asked  my  opinion  on  the  subject,  I  dissuaded  him  so  strongly  that 
he  willingly  abandoned  the  idea. 

"For  a  closing  sentiment,  let  me  suggest  the  following:  No  castes, 
no  secret  societies,  no  privileged  classes  in  the  schools,  but  the 
schools  and  every  feature  of  the  schools — 'of  the  people,  for  the 
people  and  by  the  people.'  " 

After  further  discussion  of  the  questions  involved  in  the  report 
it  was  voted  that,  in  view  of  the  evidence  submitted,  in  the  opinion 
of  those  in  attendance  at  this  meeting,  the  presence  of  secret  socie- 
teis  in  schools  of  secondary  grade  is  harmful  to  the  best  interests  of 
these  schools,  and  of  the  individuals  concerned. 
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Prof.  Gilber  R.  'Morrison,  Principal  of  William  McKinley  High 
School,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  National  Educational  Association  last  year  to  investigate  "Se- 
cret Societies  in  Secondary  Schools,"  made  a  report  for  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Association  at  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  July  3d  to  7th,  1905. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  report: 

'"The  committee,  after  carefully  reviewing  former  investigations 
on  secret  societies  in  Secondary  schools,  report  that  the  societies 
should  be  discouraged  for  the  following  reasons: 

"Because  they  are  unnecessary  to  high  schools,  because  they  are 
factional  and  stir  up  strife  and  contention;  because  they  form  pre- 
mature and  unnatural  friendships;  because  they  are  selfish;  because 
they  are  snobbish;  because  they  dispute  energy  and  proper  ambition; 
because  they  set  wrong  standards  of  excellence;  because  they  are 
narrow;  because  rewards  are  based  not  on  merit,  but  on  fraternity 
vows;  because  they  inculcate  feeling  of  self-sufficiency  in  the  mem- 
bers; because  they  lessen  frankness  and  cordiality  toward  teachers; 
because  they  are  hidden  and  inculcate  dark  lantern  methods  ;-because 
they  foster  a  feeling  of  self-importance;  because  high  school  boys 
are  too  young  for  club  life;  because  they  foster  the  tobacco  habit;  be- 
cause they  are  expensive  and  foster  habits  of  extravagance;  because 
of  the  changing  membership  from  year  to  year,  are  liable  to  bring 
discredit  and  disgrace  to  the  school;  because  they  weaken  the  effi- 
ciency and  bring  politics  into  the  legitimate  organizations  of  the 
school  and  because  they  detract  from  study. 

Secret  fraternities  are  especially  condemned  in  public  schools 
which  are  essentially  democratic,  and  should  not  be  breeding  places 
for  social  differentiation." 

Secret  fraternities  have  been  very  harmful  to  our  high  school. 
Several  of  our  boys  have  fallen  behind  in  their  work  and  finally  quit 
school  because  they  spent  their  time  and  energies  at  the  fraternity 
rooms  when  they  should  have  been  at  home  in  quiet  study.  There 
has  not  been  a  single  boy  or  girl  in  our  high  school  who  has  been 
benefited  in  any  way  by  being  associated  with  a  secret  society.  On 
the  contrary,  I  am  confident,  that  many  have  been  injured.  Some 
have  left  the  high  school  on  account  of  fraternal  influence.  One  of 
our  boys  who  graduated  not  long  ago  told  me  that  he  was  sorry  that 
he  had  ever  joined  a  fraternity.  He  said  its  influence  was  bad. 
His  brother  is  now  a  member  of  our  high  school  but  he  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fraternity.  I  am  told  that  this  is  due  to  his  brother's  in- 
fluence. Is  it  not  time  that  parents,  board  of  education  and  teach- 
ers unite  in  persuading  the  pupils  to  give  up  this  organization  for 
their  own  benefit  as  well  as  for  the  good  of  all  the  pupils  in  the  high 
school? 

Boys  and  girls  attending  high  school  should  spend  their  evenings 
at   home    studying   and   resting.     They  are   growing   and    passing 
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through  the  most  critical  period  of  their  lives.  Their  minds  should 
be  ou  their  studies  and  home.  Their  companions  should  be  the  com- 
panions of  their  home.  There  will  be  plenty  of  time  for  socials, 
friendships,  etc.,  after  the  high  school  period  has  passed  and  then 
they  will  be  stronger  physically,  intellectually  and  morally  and  they 
will  be  better  able  to  select  their  companions  and  associates.  Such 
a  course  will  be  for  the  betterment  of  our  boys  and  girls. 

I  should  surely  appear  lacking  in  appreciation  if  I  failed  to  acknowl- 
edge the  hearty  support  and  courteous  treatment  I  have  received 
from  the  members  of  the  board  of  education.  I  also  appreciate  the 
confidence  which  the  board  have  recently  given  the  present  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  by  unanimously  re-electing  me  for  another  term 
of  three  years.  Instead  of  kindling  in  me  an}'  spirit  of  exultation 
this  act  has  served  to  arouse  a  deeper  sense  of  responsibility.  While 
it  is  possible  that  some  other  person  might  have  managed  the  school 
department  during  the  past  three  years  more  successfully,  I  am  sure 
that  no  one  could  have  done  it  with  a  more  earnest  desire  to  be  of 
service  to  the  cause.  My  aim  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  will  be  to  so 
use  the  great  power  entrusted  to  me  that  the  best  talent  of  the  teach- 
ers shall  be  wisely  and  cheerfully  employed,  that  the  support  of  the 
general  public  shall  be  earnestly  enlisted  in  behalf  of  our  educational 
system  and  that  our  people  shall  feel  that  their  schools  are 
adequately  meeting  the  needs  of  this  great  and  advancing  city. 

Before  closing  let  me  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the  hearty 
co-operation  and  support  given  me  by  the  public  press  of  the  city,  the 
citizens,  the  teachers,  the  principals  and  supervisors. 


MAHANOY  CITY—  W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


All  other  conditions  being  identical,  or  nearly  so,  with  those  of  the 
preceding  year,  it  is  believed  that  a  good  way  of  estimating  the  sue 
cess  of  a  year's  work  is  by  comparing  the  enrollment  and  daily  at- 
tendance w'.ch  that  of  the  preceding  year.  From  this  point  of  view 
the  work  of  the  past  year  seems  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  The 
average  enrollment  for  the  nine  months  was  2,393,  which  is  171 
greater  than  the  year  before.  The  average  daily  attendance  was 
2,128,  or  180  greater  than  in  1904.  The  number  of  different  pupils 
enrolled  was  2,533,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  schools.  This  is 
gratifying.  The  child  that  is  not  enrolled  at  all,  in  most  cases  makes 
no  intellectual  advancement,  and  if  he  is  enrolled,  but  makes  only 
half  time,  his  progress  is  sure  to  be  a  minimum.  In  a  general  way 
our  work  was  done  along  old  lines.     We  taught  reading,  writing  and 
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arithmetic — the  old-fashioned  three  R's — and  we  tried  to  (each  them 
well.  We  also  taught  geography,  history, 'grammar  and  the  usual 
number  of  branches  besides,  and  Ave  did  our  best  to  teach  them  thor- 
oughly. But  we  did  no!  routine  ourselves  to  old  lines  entirely.  A 
year  ago  it  was  wisely  decided  that  vocal  music  and  a  commercial 
course  should  be  added  to  our  curriculum.  In  both  these  branches 
we  met  with  better  success  than  was  anticipated.  Vocal  music  was 
last  year  systematically  taught  in  all  our  schools.  In  the  high  school 
it  was  in  the  hands  of  a  competent  teacher.  Below  the  high  school 
the  subject  was  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  superintendent. 
The  teachers  with  a  zeal  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  took 
up  the  study  of  the  subject,  all  were  examined,  and  now  have  this 
branch  on  their  certificates.  The  regular  introduction  of  vocal 
music  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  For  the  study  of  music 
stands  for  ethical  value  of  the  highest  order,  and  the  culture  derived 
therefrom  ever  appeals  tcf  whatever  is  best  in  our  nature.  Since  to 
read  music  well  requires  close  attention,  and  quick  perception,  it 
has  a  high  intellectual  value.  The  singing  class  revives  nagging  in- 
terest, and  "oils  the  machinery  of  the  school  room."  Below  the  high 
school  the  music  exercises  were  confined  mainly  to  chart  work.  In 
the  high  school  a  music  reader  was  used  in  addition  to  the  chart. 
Numerous  songs,  and  all  of  them  from  the  masters,  were  learned  in 
all  the  schools. 

The  commercial  work  resulted  in  all  that  could  have  been  expected. 
The  instruction  combines  a  thorough  course  in  book  keeping  and  a 
very  practical  course  in  office  and  business  practice.  The  pupils  are 
making  excellent  progress  in  stenography,  and  have  learned  to 
manipulate  the  typewriter  with  facility.  Some  progress  was  also 
made  in  the  study  of  commercial  law,  and  business  letter-writing. 
The  course  when  fully  organized  will  cover  about  three  years.  It 
is  believed  that  an  excellent  beginning  has  been  made  in  this  field  of 
practical  work. 

In  submitting  this  brief  report  tin1  superintendent  wishes  to  com- 
mend the  teachers  for  the  earnest  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  part  of  the  work;  to  thank  the  school  board  for  their  generous 
support  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  work  of  the  schools,  as  well 
as  for  the  renewed  mark  of  their  confidence  as  expressed  in  his  unani- 
mous re-election  for  another  term  of  three  years,  and  to  express  a 
word  of  appreciation  to  the  department  for  the  many  manifestations 
of  kindness  and  good  will  which  every  year  come  from  the  capitol. 
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MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY—  Daniel  F. 

Guinan. 


Enclosed  report  of  Superintendent  of  Mahanoy  Township  for 
school  year  ending  June  5,  1905. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  board  to  elect  the  necessary  number 
of  teachers,  the  opening  of  the  schools  was  delayed  until  Septem- 
ber 14.  It  opened  with  an  increased  vigor  and  determination  of  the 
teachers  to  do  a  creditable  year's  work. 

The  primary  work  of  the  schools  was  continued  as  outlined  and  es- 
tablished the  preceding  year. 

More  stress  was  laid  on  reading  in  the  grammar  schools.  Most 
failures  in  the  school  work  result  from  inanity  of  the  pupil  to  grasp 
the  meaning  of  the  printed  page.  Beading  of  history  was  introduced 
at  an  earlier  age.  The  purpose  is  to  awaken  a  desire  for  the  study 
of  history  and  also  to  furnish  interesting  thought  in  connection  with 
reading.  The  evening  schools  have  been  discontinued  the  last  two 
terms.  The  attendance  had  been  small  and  irregular  and  in  no  vil- 
lage did  the  parents  show  a  disposition  to  petition  the  board  to  open 
evening  schools.  The  educational  requirements  of  the  child  labor 
law,  may  encourage  a  healthy  desire  for  these  schools. 

A  valuable  collection  of  geographical  specimens  was  received  from 
the  Philadelphia  Museum  and  placed  in  a  cabinet  in  the  high  school. 
A  school  library  was  established  at  Suffolk  grammar  school  through 
the  energetic  efforts  of  the  principal,  Miss  Malone.  She  solicited 
contribution  of  books,  held  evening  entertainments  at  the  school  dur- 
ing the  holidays,  and  with  the  proceeds  started  a  school  library  of 
140  books.  The  school  board  furnished  the  school  with  a  sectional 
book  case. 

Schools  were  opened  on  February  22,  and  the  programme  inter- 
spersed with  Washington's  birthday  exercises. 

The  factional  differences  between  men  on  the  board  and  politicians 
off  the  board  add  to  the  cares  and  worriment  of  the  teacher — the 
uncertainty  of  re-election.  Earnest  and  conscientious  work  in  the 
school  room  should  be  a  safe  guarantee  for  re-election  for  any  teacher 
regardless  of  the  make-up  of  the  board.  There  is  a  sentiment  grow- 
ing among  parents  for  the  retention  "of  earnest  teachers  and  school 
boards  must  in  the  near  future  heed  this  sentiment.  Nearly  every 
graduate  from  the  high  school  becomes  an  applicant  for  a  school. 

Directors,  anxious  to  please  are  more  disposed  to  consider  the  in- 
terest of  the  applicant  than  the  welfare  of  the  "school  children,  and 
successful  teachers  are  sometimes  displaced  to  make  room  for  new 
applicants. 
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Still  parents  are  gelling  more  interested,  teachers  getting  more 
in  earnest,  and  directors  show  a  better  spirit  to  retain  old  teachers. 
New  applicants  look  upon  school  teaching  as  the  only  avenue  that 
is  open  to  them  to  gain  a  livelihood  and  feel  disappointed  when  room 
is  not  made  for  them.  This  is  a  mistake.  Almost  every  young  man 
is  worth  more  to  himself  in  other  pursuits  than  school  teaching- 
affords  in  the  way  of  an  independent  livelihood.  The  material  pros- 
perity of  the  country  during  the  last  ten  years  has  opened  up  numer- 
ous opportunities  for  young  men,  more  profitable  than  school  teach- 
ing. 

It  is  not  the  only  field  of  employment  for  young  ladies  and  should 
not  be  chosen  unless  in  earnest  and  fully  conscious  of  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  school  room. 

Enlightened  opinion  and  the  earnest  effort  of  teachers  will  yet 
lesson  the  scramble  for  teachers'  positions. 

The  independence  of  the  teacher  must  be  preserved,  and  no  one 
should  enter  the  profession  who  is  willing  to  sacrifice  that  indepen- 
dence by  having  his  or  her  friends  seek  retention,  or  rely  on  reten- 
tion by  subservience  to  politicians  and  political  methods.  The  long 
dead-lock  over  the  last  election  of  teachers  took  all  the  pleasure  out 
of  the  summer  vacation  for  teachers.  No  less  worriment  is  in  sight 
for  this  vacation.  The  election  of  teachers  may  not  take  place  until 
August  and  that  time  which  should  be  a  recreation  and  a  pleasant 
vacation  for  teachers  becomes  a  load  of  million  anxious  moments. 

Yet  I  feel  that  each  succeeding  school  board  is  becoming  more  im- 
pressed with  the  good  of  the  schools  and  tries  to  do  its  duty  as  it 
sees  things. 

A  healthy  growth  of  public  sentiment  will  do  much  to  encourage 
school  boards  to  regard  duty  before  friendship  in  the  selection  of 
teachers. 


MEADVILLE— U.  G.  Smith. 


We  can  justly  say  that  the  work,  as  a  whole,  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  our  schools  was  carried  out  during  the  past  year,  with  a 
faithfulness  and  persistence  of  effort  creditable  to  our  teaching  force. 
The  great  ends  to  be  realized  with  an  education,  viz:  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge  and  the  power  to  use  it  properly,  to  come  into  posses- 
sion of  right  moral  and  civic  ideas  that  will  equip  the  child  to  make 
for  himself  a  place  in  the  world  and  in  society,  were  constantly  before 
our  teachers  as  results  to  be  achieved  by  their  daily  work. 
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Precept  counts  for  but  little  in  establishing  moral  and  civic  prin- 
ciples in  the  character  of  children  unless  there  is  a  vigilance  exer- 
cised in  directing  their  actions  so  as  to  form  habits  of  life  in  harmony 
with  approved  high  standards  of  morality  and  good  citizenship.  A 
child  can  not  be  made  punctual,  industrious,  honest,  truthful,  and  to 
•see  and  have  respect  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  others  by  simply 
telling  him  to  be  so,  or  to  do  so,  but  he  must  be  led  to  practice  con- 
stantly those  virtues  during  the  formative  periods  of  his  life.  One 
of  the  great  aims  of  our  schools  is  to  maintain  conditions  that  will 
lead  and  require  children  to  practice  those  virtues  spontaneously, 
and  to  prevent  and  correct  opposite  tendencies. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year,  was  1,965,  an  increase  of  109 
over  the  previous  year.  The  average  attendance  was  226  greater 
than  that  of  the  preceding  year  which  gave  a  higher  ratio  than  ex- 
isted between  the  total  enrollment  and  average  attendance  of  that 
year.  The  total  enrollment  -of  the  high  school  was  318,  an  increase 
of  39  in  enrollment  with  an  increase  in  average  attendance  of  44  over 
the  previous  year.  The  number  of  pupils  admitted  to  the  first  year 
in  the  high  school  was  135,  which  was  82  per  cent,  of  the  number 
admitted  to  the  primary  schools  for  the  first  time.  There  were  34 
pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school,  which  was  24£  per  cent,  of 
the  number  admitted  to  the  first  year  class;  and  the  number  of  male 
pupils  enrolled  in  the  high  school  was  130,  which  was  40.6  per  cent, 
of  the  total  enrollment. 

During  the  past  year  our  attention  has  been  directed,  somewhat,  ti 
athletics  and  their  relation  to  school  work.  As  athletic  practice  and 
games  take  place  outside  of  school  hours,  at  a  time  when  it  is  the 
parents  who.  have  to  determine  how  they  shall  spend  their  time,  it  is 
a  question  to  which  we  must  call  the  attention  of  parents  for  their 
careful  consideration  and  close  counsel  with  us  in  the  endeavor  to 
reach  most  satisfactory  conclusions. 

Proper  amusements  and  games  for  relaxation  and  recreation,  a 
sufficient  amount  of  sleep  which  is  nature's  greatest  nerve  tonic,  at 
regular  intervals,  are  necessary  for  a  healthy  mental  and  physical 
growth.  With  well  regulated  habits  of  alternating  relaxation, 
recreation,  and  sleep  with  work,  in  reasonable  proportions,  a  great 
amount  of  work  can  be  accomplished  without  over-taxing,  in  any 
way,  either  the  mental  or  physical  strength;  but  when  there  is  a  lack 
of  regulation  in  habits  pertaining  to  those  things,  amusements  and 
games  are  almost  sure  to  become  consuming  forces  rather  than 
sources  of  recreation,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  many  cases  of 
nervousness  and  early  breaking  down  among  school  pupils  are  the 
results  of  improper  regulation  in  habits. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  athletics  and  proper  amusements  among 
Echool  pupils  outside  of  school  may  be  made  to  supply,  to  a  great 
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extent,  tlie  needed  recreation  and,  at  the  same  time,  develop  a  whole- 
some social  spirit  and  fellowship  when  carried  en  wholly  for  thai 
purpose,  but  the  tendency  to  carry  on  athletics  for  the  purpose  of 
rivalry  and  to  beat,  is  very  strong  and  when  that  tendency  prevails, 
it  is  certain  to  lead  to  excesses  which  are  destructive  both  physically 
and  morally.  The  control  of  school  athletics  is  now  within  the  power 
of  boards  of  school  controllers,  but  the  control  of  the  amount  of  time 
pupils  shall  spend  in  practice  and  in  games  outside  of  school  lies  with 
the  parents,  and  the  responsibility  of  such  control  lies  wholly  with 
them. 

Although  we  kept  parents  informed,  by  special  report,  of  the  stand- 
ing of  pupils  who  were  doing  unsatisfactory  work,  before  each  game 
during  the  past  term,  too  much  time  was  given  by  some  pupils  to 
athletics.  In  order  to  reveal  the  effects  of  such  indulgence  we  give 
the  standing,  for  the  terms  closing  June,  1904,  and  June,  1905,  of 
eight  pupils  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  athletics  during  last  term: 


No.    1 

No.    2 

No.    3 

No.    4 

No.    5 

No.    6 

No.    7 

No.    8 

Average, 


The  following  represents  the  standing  of  eight  pupils,  for  the  same 
terms,  who  took  a  much  less  prominent  part  in  athletic  games.  They 
represent  the  same  classes  as  the  former  group  and,  therefore, 
worked  under  the  same  conditions.  From  all  indications  they  enjoy 
physical  health  and  strength  equal  to  their  compaions: 


a,  

b 

c 

d 

e 

F 

G 

H 

Average, 


SI 

SO 

71 

75 

79 

79 

78 

76 

75 

79 

SO 

86 

S7 

81 

73% 

81 

7S  1-12 

79% 

A  comparison  of  the  several  standings  and  the  averages  of  the 
standings  of  the  two  groups,  will  reveal  results  too  plainly  to  need 
comment. 
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MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


Our  schools  opened  September  5th,  with  an  attendance  of  1,020 
pupils  which  gradually  increased  until  we  reached  the  maximum  of 
1,203.  Our  average  attendance  was  the  lowest  for  several  years,  due 
mainly  to  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  of  mumps  which  affected 
more  than  50  per  cent,  of  our  school  population. 

We  employ  twenty-six  teachers,  all  of  whom  except  one  hold  a  cer- 
tificate above  the  provisional.  The  teachers  entered  into  their  work 
with  more  than  ordinary  zeal  which  continued  throughout  the  year — 
manifesting  itself  in  the  good  character  of  the  work  accomplished 
along  various  lines.  The  general  teachers'  meetings  of  which  we 
held  nine  during  the  year  were  of  unusual  interest.  The  last  one 
of  the  year  was  a  joint  meeting  of  directors  and  teachers.  Addresses 
were  made  by  teachers  and  directors  on  live  topics,  somewhat  remin- 
iscent in  character  and  very  enjoyable.  The  exchange  of  ideas  and 
views  during  the  social  feature  which  followed  was  mutually  bene- 
ficial. 

The  salaries  of  our  teachers  rank  among  the  lowest  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  Living  expenses  have  materially  increased  during  the 
past  few  years  while  teachers  salaries  have  remained  practically  the 
same.  Our  teachers  would  enter  upon  their  respective  duties  with 
more  devotion  and  enthusiasm  if  their  salaries  were  proportionate 
to  their  responsibilities.  On  account  of  this  condition  the  advantages 
afforded  by  the  summer  Chautauquas  are  denied  our  teachers  who 
fully  realize  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  them.  However,  our 
school  officials  are  becoming  interested  along  these  lines  and  no  doubt 
next  year  the  salaries  will  be  placed  on  a  more  equable  basis. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Senator  John  E.  Fox,  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  Museum  presented  our  schools  with  a  geographical  col- 
lection which  has  been  installed  in  the  high  school  room  in  an  oaken 
case  provided  by  the  school  board.  The  collection  has  done  much  to 
stimulate  interest  in  commercial  subjects. 

The  quality  of  the  music  in  the  high  school  has  been  much  im- 
proved by  the  purchase  of  a  new  piano  at  a  cost  of  |400.  The  fund 
for  its  payment  was  the  result  of  entertainments  held  by  the  schools. 

Appropriate  exercises  were  conducted  in  all  the  schools  on  the 
anniversary  of  Washington's  birthday.  At  this  time  the  children 
were  given  an  opportunity  to  contribute  toward  the  Thaddeus  Stev- 
ens' Memorial  School.  The  contribution  amounted  to  $15.84  which 
was  turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities. 

In  looking  up  some  historical  data  of  the  public  schools,  I  found 
that  the  first  free  schools  were  established  in  our  district  about  1837 
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or  probably  a  year  prior.  The  late  Senator  Simon  Cameron  was  a 
member  of  our  first  school  board,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fisher  the  old- 
est living  native  resident  of  our  town,  who  is  now  89  years  old 
taught  in  our  public  schools  the  first  year  of  their  establishment. 

The  recent  child  labor  law  gave  us  considerable  annoyance  until 
our  people  fully  understood  its  requirements.  The  issuing  of  certi- 
ficates is  now  giving  us  very  little  trouble.  The  law,  no  doubt,  is 
a  good  one  as  it  practically  insures  an  additional  year's  study  to  the 
boys  and  girls.  With  a  growing  demand  in  our  vicinity  for  child 
labor  the  new  law  is  opportune,  but  we  rather  expect  even  under  its 
conditions  the  attendance  in  our  upper  grades  will  be  materially  re- 
duced. It  is  rather  a  sad  thing  to  give  the  brightest  boys  and  girls 
of  fourteen  years  of  age  a  certificate  to  labor  in  some  factory  and 
thus  cut  off  what  might  have  been  brilliant  careers  in  the  educational 
field. 

The  new  high  school  law  which  refers  to  admission  into  borough 
high  schools,  qualified  pupils  from  .the  districts  furnishes  a  long 
felt  opportunity  to  the  farmer's  son  and  daughter.  We  are  always 
glad  to  receive  the  country  boy  and  girl  into  our  high  school  not  so 
much  for  the  tuition  as  for  the  inspiration  they  often  give  to  our  own 
boys  and  girls.  We  trust  that  every  arrangement  will  be  made  by 
which  many  will  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity. 

The  school  board  has  conducted  the  business  affairs  of  the  schools 
with  dispatch  and  with  the  strictest  economy  in  harmony  with  the 
needs  of  the  schools.  They  succeeded  in  liquidating  a  floating  in- 
debtedness of  |4,000  which  had  been  carried  for  several  years.  With 
this  kind  of  financering  for  several  years  our  district  will  take  her 
place  in  the  front  rank  with  up-to-date  school  facilities. 

The  closing  of  the  schools  was  marked  by  a  very  characteristic  and 
successful  commencement,  when  ten  boys  and  girls  graduated.  Prof. 
F.  H.  Green,  of  West  Chester,  made  the  chief  address. 

With  the  introduction  of  a  good  system  of  teaching  reading  in  the 
grades,  with  the  establishment  of  a  standard  commercial  course  to 
parallel  the  regular  course  in  our  high  school,  and  with  a  few  changes 
in  our  system  we  hope  to  do  more  efficient  work  in  the  future. 

Taking  all  things  together  we  had  a  very  successful  year — all  the 
school  forces  working  in  harmony  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
schools. 

My  thanks  are  due  the  pastors  of  the  various  churches  for  the  able 
educational  sermons  delivered,  the  Sabbath  previous  to  the  opening 
of  the  school  term,  to  the  directors  and  teachers  for  their  loyal  sup- 
port and  co-operation,  to  the  press  for  the  courtesies  received,  to  the 
Department  for  advice,  and  to  all  who  contributed  in  any  way  to 
the  success  of  the  schools. 
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MILTON— A.  Eeist  Kutt. 


I  hereby  make  my  sixth  and  final  report  as  superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  of  Milton  borough. 

The  school  year  for  1905  closed  with  the  commencement  exercises 
on  the  evening  of  June  2d,  when  a  class  of  eleven  young  ladies  and 
six  young  gentlement  received  diplomas.  Of  this  class  at  least  nine 
will  enter  college.  Hon.  Henry  Houek,  Deputy  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  delivered  the  commencement  address,  which  fact 
is  a  guarantee  that  the  young  people  received  good  advice.  A  very 
large  audience  filled  the  Milton  Opera  House  indicating  the  deep  in- 
terest which  the  people  of  Milton  take  in  their  public  schools. 

The  course  of  the  Milton  high  school  for  the  year  1904-1905  was 
as  follows: 

First  year:  Latin,  advanced*aritkmetic,  physical  geography,  men- 
tal arithmetic  two-thirds  and  mensuration  one-third,  book-keeping 
and  English  composition. 

Second  year:  Caesar,  rhetoric,  general  history,  algebra,  civics,  and 
one  of  the  following:  Commercial  geography  or  Greek. 

Third  year:  Geometry,  algebra,  literature  and  English  composition, 
general  history  one-third  and  English  history  two-thirds  and  two  of 
the  following:  German,  Cicero,  Greek  or  botany  one-half  and  geology 
one-half. 

Fourth  year:  English  classics,  physics,  U.  S.  history  one-third  and 
arithmetic  two-thirds  and  three  of  the  following  electives:  Virgil, 
Greek,  German  classics,  chemistry  and  sold  geometry  one-half  and 
trigonometry  one-half. 

During  the  year  there  was  substantial  progress  made  along  all 
lines.  In  the  Hepburn  street  building,  however,  the  fact  that  the 
contractor  failed  in  having  the  building  completed  by  the  opening 
of  school  placed  the  teachers  in  that  building  at  a  great  disadvantage 
in  their  work  and  made  progress  extremely  difficult.  The  resigna- 
tion of  one  teacher  during  the  year  also  hindered  the  work  of  one 
school.  With  this  exception  the  year's  work  was  creditable  to  all 
concerned.  The  teachers  received  much  help  and  sympathy  in  their 
work  by  frequent  visits  from  directors.  In  the  year  1903  there  were 
six  schools  not  visited  by  directors,  but  this  has  not  been  the  case 
during  the  past  year. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  t>nce  a  month  and  as  many  grade 
meetings.  At  the  request  of  a  number  of  teachers,  civics  was  studied 
at  the  former  meeting,  the  grade  meetings  were  devoted  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  subjects  pertinent  to  the  work  of  the  school  room  of  the 
respective  teachers.     The  board  erected  a  four-room  annex  to  the 
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Hepburn  street  building.  They  now  have  a  line  modern  eight-room 
building  in  a  pari  of  the  town  which  was  farm  property  less  than 
twenty  years  ago.  The  new  part  of  the  building  was  not  ready  for 
occupation  until  after  the  holiday  vacation.  To  conduct  schools  in 
rooms  adjoining  to  those  in  which  carpenters  and  plasterers  arc  ;it 
work  is  a  very  trying  ordeal,  as  five  of  Milton's  teachers  can  testify. 
That  their  work  was  equal  to  theirs  of  previous  years  is  very  much 
to  their  credit. 

I  desire,  in  closing  my  report,  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  State 
Department  for  encouragement  and  help  in  my  work  during  the  past 
six  years. 


MT.  CARMEL—  S.  H.  Dean. 


During  the  year  2,076  pupils  have  attended  our  schools.  The  fact 
that  our  average  attendance  is  but  1,574  pupils  does  not  suggest  that 
the  compulsory  act  has  not  been  effectively  put  into  force.  But  it 
does  say  that  boys  and  girls  have  a  higher  call  to  help  their  weary 
parents  and  those  that  are  ill. 

It  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  pupils  go  to  the  Paro- 
chial school  part  of  the  year.  Our  truant  officer  has  worked  hard  and 
we  are  very  fortunate  in  having  so  efficient  a  man. 

The  following  tables  may  interest  some.  But  we  should  remember 
that  we  had  some  very  stormy  da  vs. 
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This  shows  several  things.     Many  children  come  to  us  from  the  old 
country  at  advanced  age  and  have  to  begin  at  the  bottom.     Many 
are  kept  out  by  illness  of  themselves  or  their  relatives,  or  by  quaran- 
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tine  so  that  they  are  kept  back.  Others  are  held  back  in  their  grades 
bv  physical  defects  of  eyes,  ears,  nose  and  cetera.  Some  are  unable 
to  keep  up  with  their  grades  and  can  never  be  brilliant  in  books. 
But  they  often  make  the  smartest  people.  Not  all  are  intended  to 
be  book  worms.  Some  will  get  more  education  by  going  to  work. 
Some  are  kept  back  by  teachers  that  are  not  born  teachers. 

In  1899  12  teachers  in  the  first  grade.  In  1905-1906  there  will 
be  11. 

In  1899  G  teachers  in  the  second  grade.  In  1905-1906  there  will 
be  7. 

In  1899  5  teachers  in  the  third  grade.  In  1905-1906  there  will 
be  7. 

In  1899  4  teachers  in  the  fourth  grade.  In  1905-1906  there  will 
be  6. 

In  1899  3  teachers  in  the  fifth  grade.     In  1905-1906  there  will  be  4. 

In  1899  2  teachers  in  the  sixth  grade.  In  1905-1906  there  will 
be  3. 

In  1899  1  teacher  in  the  seventh  grade.  In  1905-1906  there  will 
be  2. 

In  1899  1  teacher  in  the  eight  grade.     In  1905-1906  there  will  be  2. 

In  1899  2  teachers  in  the  high  school.     In  1905-1906  there  will  be  3. 


NANTICOKE— John  W.  Griffith. 


In  a  rapidly  growing  community  like  ours  the  problem  of  pro- 
viding room  for  children  seeking  instruction  is  a  difficult  one.  Our 
board  of  directors  has  ever  done  its  duty  in  solving  this  problem,  and 
our  people  have  ever  been  ready  to  furnish  the  date  for  the  solution. 

About  two  months  ago  a  new  high  school  building  was  completed 
and  occupied.  It  is  an  imposing  structure,  built  of  red  brick  with 
terra  cotta  trimmings.  In  the  basement  are  located  lavatories,  heat- 
ing aparatus,  and  a  room  for  the  storage  of  books  and  general  sup- 
plies. The  first  floor  has  four  school  rooms,  the  superintendent's 
office  and  a  fire-proof  vault.  The  second  floor  has  the  same  number 
of  school  rooms,  lavatories  for  teachers,  directors'  room,  and  a  library. 
The  high  school  proper  is  located  on  the  third  floor.  Here  are  found 
an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  two  hundred,  a  chemi- 
cal and  physical  laboratory,  and  recitation  rooms. 

The  main  entrance  is  designed  with  an  extension  of  about  four,  and 
a  width  of  about  twenty-eight  feet.  The  approach  to  the  main  en- 
trance has  nine  redstone  steps  finely  finished.  On  each  side  of  the 
steps  are  stone  pillars  crowned  with  terra  cotta  caps. 

The  building  was  planned  by  architect  Owen  McGlynn,  Wilkes 
Barre. 
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NEW  BRIGHTON— \Y.  1).  Brightwell. 


This  is  my  first  year  in  charge  of  the  New  Brighton  schools,  and  I 
feel  that  the  results  have  been  fairly  satisfactory.  A  special  effort 
has  been  made  to  improve  the  organization  and  general  discipline  of 
the  schools,  and  in  these  matters,  as  well  as  all  other  problems  ef- 
fecting the  general  welfare  of  the  pupils,  we  have  received  the 
hearty  and  loyal  support  of  the  board  of  directors.  I  have  reason  to 
know  that  one  of  the  greatest  handicaps  to  a  school  district  is  a 
board  of  directors  whose  members  are  not  qualified  for  the  position 
to  which  they  have  been  elected;  and  it  is  quite  refreshing  these  days 
to  feel  that  we  have  the  support  of  men  who  understand  their  duty 
and  are  heroic  enough  to  do  it. 

There  have  been  several  changes  in  our  teaching  forces,  on  account 
of  some  accepting  more  lucrative  positions  and  for  other  causes,  but 
we  are  very  fortunate  in  having  at  present  a  very  efficient  corps  of 
young,  energetic  teachers  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  to  their  pro- 
fession is  most  praiseworthy.  It  is  not  saying  too  much  to  add  that 
the  children  of  New  Brighton  are  to  be  congratulated  for  having  so 
many  well  qualified  instructors — teachers  of  whom  it  might  be  said: 
"these  are  the  people  who  make  the  schools." 

Considering  the  number  of  teachers  employed  in  our  high  school, 
and  the  crowded  condition  of  the  recitation  rooms,  we  feel  that  our 
four  year's  course  of  study  is  well  arranged  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  school  district.  With  an  increased  enrollment,  we  hope  for  a 
new  modern  high  school  building  in  the  near  future.  The  work  for 
the  year  has  been  rather  satisfactory  and,  with  a  more  thorough  or- 
ganization, we  look  forward  to  better  results  next  year.  The  en- 
rollment for  the  year  was  118,  of  whom  21  were  in  the  graduating 
class — 11  girls  and  10  boys.  It  is  quite  encouraging  to  record  a  gen- 
eral sentiment  in  the  town  in  favor  of  higher  education  for  our  stu- 
dents, at  college  or  other  advanced  institutions  of  learning,  and  sev- 
eral members  of  the  1905  class  expect  to  matriculate  as  follows:  One 
will  enter  Princeton  University;  one  State  College;  one  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Pittsburg;  one  Allegheny  College,  at 
Meadville;  five  Geneva  College;  and  one  an  art  school  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

We  have  given  careful  attention  to  the  compulsory  education  law, 
and  our  board  of  directors  have  employed  a  special  attendance  officer 
to  assist  in  the  enforcement  of  the  same.  As  a  result,  practically 
all  of  the  children  of  New  Brighton  of  the  required  age  attend  school 
regularly. 
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NEW  CASTLE— J.  W.  Canon. 


The  usual  statistical  report  as  to  the  cost  and  equipment  of  the 
schools  of  this  city  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction. 

The  following  brief  discussion  of  several  phases  of  the  work  is  also 
submitted. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

One  general  meeting  attended  by  all  the  teachers  of  the  city  was 
held  each  month.  At  this  meeting  prominent  educators  made  ad- 
dresses on  different  phases  of  educational  work.  Each  principal 
also  held  three  ward  meetings  each  month,  spending  an  hour  at  the 
close  of  school  on  Monday  evening.  A  portion  of  the  time  of  each 
meeting  was  spent  in  considering  questions  affecting  the  discipline 
of  the  school.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  absence,  tardiness, 
truancy,  excuses,  visiting  patrons,  cleanliness,  order  in  the  halls  and 
on  the  playground,  marching  and  many  others.  Another  portion  of 
the  time  was  devoted  to  the  study  and  discussion  of  Dr.  White's  "Art 
of  Teaching." 

These  meetings  conducted  by  enthusiastic  and  competent  leaders 
were  interesting  and  profitable.  The  superintendent  held  one  grade 
meeting  each  week,  meeting  the  grades  in  the  order  of  their  numbers. 
At  these  meetings  the  details  of  the  work  of  the  different  grades 
were  considered.  The  various  methods  of  teaching  the  branches  of 
study  were  discussed;  and  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  by  each 
teacher  reported.  It  is  believed  that  these  meetings  did  much  to 
unify  and  strengthen  the  work. 

Time  Below  High  School. 

After  careful  consideration  of  all  phases  of  the  question  the  course 
of  study  below  the  high  school  was  changed  from  nine  years  to  eight. 
It  was  thought  that  by  omitting  some  of  the  subjects  usually  found 
in  arithmetic,  and  by  dwelling  only  on  the  more  important  and  practi- 
cal parts  of  English  grammar,  the  pupil  could  be  prepared  for  high 
school  in  the  shorter  period.  That  the  high  school  studies  would 
as  well  furnish  the  means  for  discipline,  and  better  equip  the  student 
for  advanced  studies.  Experience,  however,  has  shown  that  a  few 
\ rery  bright  children  will  complete  a  nine  years'  course  in  seven  years, 
more  will  master  it  in  eight  years,  the  majority  in  nine  years,  the 
slow  ones  in  ten  years,  the  very  slow  ones  in  eleven,  or  twelve  years, 
so  that  to  some  extent  the  length  of  the  course  fixes  itself  in  practice. 
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County  Institute 

The  teachers  of  the  city  and  county  united  in  holding  the  annual 
county  institute,  as  has  been  the  custom  for  years.  The  instructors 
were  able  specialists  in  their  several  fields,  and  did  much  to  place 
higher  ideals  before  the  teachers  in  their  work,  they  also  did  much 
to  inspire  the  teachers  to  more  enthusiastic  effort.  As  a  means  of 
general  culture  the  institute  as  now  managed  exerts  considerable 
influence,  but  notwithstanding  these  admissions  it  is  believed  that 
the  teachers  of  the  city  would  be  more  richly  compensated  for  their 
time  and  money  by  holding  a  separate  institute1.  In  this  way  the 
teachers  of  the  city  could  be  grouped  for  instruction  according  to 
grade  taught,  and  expert,  definite  instruction  given.  Under  the 
present  plan  the  instructor  must  be  an  orator,  or  an  entertainer. 
Under  the  plan  of  a  separate  institute  for  the  city,  the  instructors 
would  of  necessity  be  expert  teachers  or  supervisors  whose  instruc- 
tion would  be  more  practical  and  helpful  to  the  teachers. 

Drawing. 

Excellent  work  in  drawing  has  been  done  under  the  direction  of 
a  special  supervisor.  The  children  have  not  spent  their  time  in  try- 
ing to  reproduce  from  a  ''flat"  copy,  but  have  been  trained  to  express 
with  pencil,  chalk  and  brush,  the  impressive  and  beautiful  things 
observed  in  form  and  color  on  every  side  in  the  world  about  them. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— H.  U.  Nyhart. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  has  not  been  as  successful  as  that  of  pre- 
vious years.  This  was  due  to  conditions  over  which  the  school  au- 
thorities had  little  or  no  control.  The  report  of  last  year  stated  that 
a  contract  for  two  new  buildings  had  been  given.  These  buildings 
were  to  have  been  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the  term. 
They  were  not  ready  at  the  specified  time  nor  were  they  completed 
until  after  the  close  of  the  school  term.  This  caused  our  term  to  be 
reduced  to  nine  months,  and  seventeen  schools  were  distributed  by 
the  arrangements  to  accommodate  the  pupils.  While  the  conditions 
were  so  unfavorable,  the  teachers  and  directors  deserve  a  great  deal 
of  credit  for  their  efforts  to  make  the  best  of  the  situation. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  l,.")!."..  a  small  increase  over  last 
year,  and  276  in  the  eight  evening  schools.     The  attendance  was  di- 
minished considerably  by  several  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
and  scarlet  fever. 
16 
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Teachers'  meetings  were  held  each  month  during  the  term.  ''Edu- 
cational Foundations"  was  used  as  a  text-book.  Some  very  helpful 
class  drills  were  given  by  the  teachers  in  the  different  grades. 

The  graduation  exercises  were  held  at  Wanamie  on  Friday  even- 
ing, June  23.  Diplomas  were  granted  to  nine  young  ladies  and  nine 
young  men. 


NORRISTOWN— J.  K.  Gotwals. 


In  my  report  for  the  work  of  this  year,  I  have  but  few  changes  to 
note.  Progress  can  be  traced  all  along  the  line  of  our  work.  In 
my  report  one  year  ago  I  gave  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  different 
grades,  also  the  ages,  as  well  as  the  age  at  which  they  entered  the 
high  school,  and  their  average  graduation  age.  The  figures  have 
not  changed  to  any  extent,  if  at  all.  In  the  matter  of  attendance 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  There  are  parents  who  do  not 
realize  what  loss  their  children  incur  by  being  absent  a  few  days 
each  month.  This  class  of  parents  frequently  find  fault  with  schools 
and  teachers,  and  place  the  cause  of  failure  on  the  teacher.  The 
visits  of  the  attendance  officer  have  a  good  effect  in  many  instances 
where  pupils  are  allowed  to  remain  away  from  school  without  good 
excuses. 

For  the  children  who  have  physical  defects  which  hinders  progress 
in  their  studies,  we  are  trying  to  do  the  best  we  can  realizing  that  this 
class  needs  special  attention.  The  best  method  to  reach  such  is  a 
matter  well  worth  our  consideration. 

The  enforcement  of  the  child's  labor  act  is  bringing  a  class  of 
pupils  into  our  school  for  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  special 
provision.  It  seems  to  me  these  pupils  should  have  special  schools 
with  instructors  who  understand  how  to  get  the  best  results  in  the 
shortest  time,  for  the  reason  that  the  greatest  number  of  these  come 
from  parents  who  feel  that  they  need  the  children's  assistance  in 
providing  means  of  support  for  the  often  large  families.  This  is 
another  problem  that  confronts  us  at  this  time. 

We  have  given  special  attention  to  physical  culture  in  our  schools 
during  the  year,  a  special  teacher  having  been  employed  in  our  high 
school  who  gives  her  time  to  this  line  of  work  and  aids  in  systemizing 
it  in  the  grades.  The  board  has  purchased  considerable  apparatus 
for  gymnastic  work. 

No  marked  change  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  study.  The 
three  R's,  I  think,  receive  their  proper  attention,  even  though  we 
introduced  considerable  supplementary  work,  all  of  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  broaden  the  field  of  culture  among  our  boys  and  girls. 
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Our  high  school  is  doing  good  work.  No  pains  is  spared  by  our 
enterprising  board  in  giving  all  the  help  needed  for  its  success. 
Teachers  have  been  carefully  selected  for  the  work.  The  requests 
for  appliances  necessary  to  aid  in  carrying  on  this  work  are  granted. 
We  feel  that  our  high  school  may  truly  be  classed  among  the  first 
of  the  State.  Our  board  has  not  only  given  its  attention  to  the  high 
school  but  the  grade  schools  are  not  forgotten. 

An  up-to-date  building  has  just  been  erected  for  grammar  and 
primary  grades.  This  building  is  named  the  "James  A.  Welsh  School 
Building."  This  in  honor  of  Mr.  Welsh  who  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  since  1878,  and  for  a  great  part  of  this  time  chairman  of 
the  school  property  committee.  Mr.  Welsh  well  deserves  this  honor 
conferred  upon  him. 

All  the  school  yards  were  thrown  open  during  the  school  vacation 
to  the  children  of  the  borough.  Special  attention  has  also  been 
given  to  the  yards  to  make  them  as  attractive  as  possible  to  the 
children.  The  comfort  of  the  children  both  in  and  out  of  school  is 
receiving  much  attention,  all  of  which  is  very  gratifying  to  those 
who  have  the  school  work  in  hand. 

The  matter  of  free  text-books  might  receive  more  attention.  While 
we  say  we  have  free  text-books  yet  a  moment's  consideration  will 
show  that  they  are  not  free  but  only  loaned.  A  child  after  using  a 
book  for  a  certain  time  must  when  through  with  it  give  it  back.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  might  be  some  way  in  which,  after  the  book 
has  been  used  by  a  child  two  or  three  years  it  could  be  kept  by  that 
child  as  its  own.  This  might  add  a  little  to  the  expense  but  that  lit- 
tle might  add  to  the  good  of  the  child  when  in  later  years  the  book 
could  be  had  for  reference.  As  it  is  at  present  there  are  many  house- 
holds wrho  have  not  a  single  school  book  for  reference  after  their 
children  leave  the  schools.  A  child  wanting  to  review  a  study,  and 
not  having  the  means  at  hand  to  purchase  the  book  needed,  must 
either  borrow  or  do  without  the  help  that  could  so  readily  be  ob- 
tained from  the  book  used  in  school. 

(The  board  elected  a  physical  director  for  the  boys  for  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year.  This  director  was  not  only  to  drill  them 
in  athletics  but  also  to  give  lectures  on  the  proper  care  of  their 
health  and  the  general  structure  of  their  bodies.  This  work  met 
with  general  approval  and  will  be  continued  during  the  next  term. 

The  work  of  our  library  has  been  very  successful  throughout  the 
year. 

The  work  done  in  manual  training,  sewing,  drawing  and  music  has 
lost  none  of  its  interest  and  good  work  is  done  in  all  of  these  lines. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  reason  to  say  that  during  my  long  service 
as  superintendent  I  have  received  much  encouragement  from  differ- 
ent members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  as  well  as 
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from  all  others  with  whom  I  have  been  associated.  May  the  Giver 
of  every  good  ever  be  the  Guide  of  all  who  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  great  work  of  training  the  youth  of  our  country. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 


During  the  year  our  schools  had  two  unusual  experiences.  The 
first  was  caused  by  the  announcement  that  the  Elementary  School 
of  Oil  City  had  been  awarded  a  gold  medal  by  the  International  Jury 
at  the  World's  Fair.  Since  the  schools  had  made  this  exhibit  in  a 
short  time,  the  award  was  taken  as  a  great  compliment  paid  to 
•what  the  schools  could  do  in  a  little  more  than  the  usual  time  by 
taking  extra  pains.  The  effect  of  this  award  was  good.  The  pupils 
were  encouraged,  and  probably  better  work  was  done  throughout 
the  year.  The  chief  benefit  if  such  exhibitions  comes  from  the  in- 
creased effort  put  forth  to  do  work  worthy  of  the  occasion. 

The  second  unusual  event  was  the  opening  of  our  manual  training 
school,  containing  the  departments  of  woodworking,  domestic  science 
and  domestic  art.  This  occurred  toward  the  end  of  the  third  month 
of  school.  Seven  years  ago,  Avhen  our  high  school  was  planned  the 
superintendent  arranged  with  the  architect  to  have  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  rooms  suitable  for  these  departments.  These  are  the  rooms 
now  occupied.  Very  good  results  were  obtained  considering  the 
lateness  of  the  opening  and  the  fact  that  all  were  beginners.  Some 
of  the  older  students  by  working  double  time  completed  nearly  a 
two  years  course  in  the  cooking  schools,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
gave  several  luncheons  to  ten  people  at  a  total  cost  of  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  for  each  luncheon.  These  were  really  delicious  dinners. 
The  results  in  the  working  and  sewing  departments  were  equally 
satisfactory.  The  effect  upon  the  pupils  in  all  three  departments  is 
truly  educational.  The  work  consists  of  a  series  of  practical  prob- 
lems which  are  first  thought  out  and  afterwards  worked  out  in  ma- 
terial forms.  The  thought  is  continuously  tested  by  the  work,  and 
the  accuracy  thus  induced  will  become  effective  in  other  departments. 
In  these  exercises  the  motory  side  of  the  nervous  system  is  developed 
and  this  should  react  beneficially  upon  the  overworked,  or  at  least 
almost  exclusively  worked,  sensory  side. 

We  believe  that  this  department  of  manual  training  when  it  is 
completely  equipped  will  prove  a  strong  feature  of  our  system  of 
schools.  To  have  the  economics,  niceties  and  even  elegancies  of  the 
cooking  and  sewing  schools  permeate  the  homes  of  a  town  through 
the  education  of  its  daughters;  and  to  have  the  skill  of  brain  and  of 
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band  which  may  be  attained  at  the  woodworking  bench  the  common 
endowment  of  its  young  men,  is  worth  a  fortune  yearly  to  any  city. 

The  work  of  the  grades  has  been  carried  out  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary success.  Six  new  books  were  added  to  the  reading  course  of 
the  eight  grades. 

Our  high  school  contained  sixteen  and  two-thirds  per  cent,  of  all 
our  pupils.  The  high  school  course  is  the  last  four  years  of  the 
twelve  year's  course.  Our  graduating  class  numbered  forty-nine— 
the  largest  in  our  history.  This  class  left  as  a  memorial  a  fine  copy 
of  Hobbema's  Avenue  of  Middelharnais. 

We  feel  that  we  have  enjoyed  the  most  successful  year  in  the  life 
of  the  Oil  City  schools. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummings. 


The  public  schools  of  this  borough  closed  on  June  7,  1905,  after  a 
successful  term  of  nine  months.  The  commencement  exercises  were 
held  at  the  opera  house  on  the  evening  of  June  9.  The  graduating 
class,  consisting  of  ten  young  people,  was  addressed  by  Superirften- 
dent  J.  M.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre.  His  address  was  replete  with 
wholesome  advice  to  the  members  of  the  class,  for  many  of  whom  the 
event  meant  the  closing  of  school  days  and  the  beginning  of  life's 
great  struggle. 

The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  district  for  the  past  year  was 
1,148.  The  average  attendance  761.  This  shows  an  increase  of  88  in 
the  average  attendance. 

This  unexpected  increase  confronted  the  board  on  the  opening  of 
school  in  September,  and  made  additional  accommodations  indis- 
pensable. The  board  met  the  emergency  promptly  by  erecting  a 
two-room  addition  to  the  Washington  school  in  the  Fourth  ward, 
and  by  opening  a  school  in  the  Methodist  Mission  Chapel  in  the  Third 
ward. 

Five  night  schools  were  open  for  a  term  of  four  months  and  were 
fairly  well  attended. 

Two  examinations  of  teachers  were  held  during  the  year,  one  for 
professional  certificates  and  one  for  provisionals. 

Eight  teachers  received  the  former  and  fifteen  the  latter.  One 
candidate  was  rejected. 

Of  those  holding  provisional  certificates,  but  eight  are  employed 
in  the  day  schools,  the  others  being  engaged  in  the  night  schools  or 
in  substitute  work.  Of  the  remainder  of  the  corps  of  teachers  in  the 
day  schools,  eight  hold  professional  certificates,  two  hold  permanent 
certificates,  and  four  are  Normal  graduates. 
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The  new  child  labor  law  has  been  rigidly  enforced  in  this  borough. 
Out  of  thirty  children  applying  for  certificates  during  the  first  three 
months  in  which  the  law  has  been  in  force,  only  five  were  able  to 
qualify.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  judge  intelligently  of  the  merits  of 
this  measure,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it  is  far  in  advance  of  anything 
in  this  line  heretofore  attempted  by  the  State,  and  that  on  honest 
effort  to  enforce  it  by  the  school  authorities  and  the  Department  of 
Factory  Inspection  will  result  in  much  good. 

During  the  past  five  years  our  teachers  and  pupils  have  maintained 
a  "School  Ground  Improvement  Fund,"  the  object  of  which  is  to 
beautify  the  grounds  surrounding  the  several  school  buildings  of  the 
borough.  The  fund  is  sustained  by  voluntary  contributions  from 
teachers  aud  pupils  and  from  the  proceeds  of  a  "Lawn  Social"  held 
annually  at  the  Central  school.  Five  years  ago  the  improvement  of 
the  Central  school  grounds  was  commenced,  and  at  the  present  time 
they  are  declared  by  competent  judges  to  be  the  finest  in  the  county. 
During  the  summer  vacation  we  began  to  improve  the  grounds  at 
the  Washington  school.  About  $150  have  been  expended  thereon, 
and  when  completed,  they  will  equal  if  not  surpass  those  at  the  Cen- 
tral school.  The  effects  of  these  improvements  are  already  manifest 
in  their  refining  influence  upon  the  pupils.  The  disregard  for  public 
property  and  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  same  so  often  manifested 
in  the  mutilation  of  school  buildings  and  furniture  have  given  place 
to  an  interest  in  its  preservation,  even  in  the  smallest  child.  The 
trifling  contribution  made  toward  the  improvement  gives  him  a  feel- 
ing of  ownership  therein,  and  he  now  guards  with  paternal  care  what 
was  once  his  delight  to  destroy. 

On  May  28th,  committees  representing  Griffin  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Scranton,  visited  the  several  schools  of  the  borough,  the  object  being 
to  impress  upon  the  children  the  obligation  devolving  upon  them  of 
perpetuating  the  observance  of  Memorial  Day.  Addresses  suitable 
to  the  occasion  were  delivered  by  the  members  of  the  committees, 
while  patriotic  songs  were  sung  and  appropriate  recitations  were  de- 
livered by  the  pupils.  Altogether,  it  was  a  most  interesting  innova- 
tion, and  if  continued  will  have  a  marked  influence  on  the  children  in 
laying  the  foundation  of  patriotic  citizenship. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  say  that  while  no  special  features 
characterized  our  school  work  during  the  past  year,  the  result  has 
been  most  satisfactory.  Teachers,  directors  and  superintendent 
have  worked  in  perfect  harmony,  and  this  work  is  gradually  becoming 
more  systematized,  so  that  better  results  should  be  obtained  with 
each  succeeding  year. 
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PHOENIXVILLE— H.  F.  Leister. 


In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the  honor  to 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for  the  past  year: 

The  schools  closed  a  term  of  nine  and  a  half  months  on  the  5th  of 
June.  They  were  in  charge  of  thirty  regularly  employed  teachers, 
one  special  teacher  of  music,  and  the  superintendent.  The  number 
of  boys  enrolled  was  six  hundred  and  fifty-one  (651);  the  number  of 
girls,  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  (635);  the  average  percentage  of  at- 
tendance ninety-one  (91);  and  the  greatest  number  of  pupils  at  any 
one  time,  in  the  high  school,  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  (149).  Con 
tagious  diseases  interfered  somewhat  with  regularity  of  attendance. 

A  very  industrious  and  energetic  attendance  officer  was  employed 
during  the  term,  and  strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  enforce  the 
spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the  compulsory  education  law,  as  far  as 
consistency  and  economic  conditions  were  expedient. 

The  high  school  work  was  somewhat  interrupted  through  the  sick- 
ness of  the  principal,  and  again  near  the  close  of  the  term  when  he 
resigned.  The  board  then  engaged  the  services  of  W.  E.  Bushong, 
Esq.,  who  very  ably  finished  the  term. 

The  graduating  class  this  term  is  composed  of  nine  (9)  girls  and 
fourteen  (14)  boys.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  number  of  boys  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  girls,  which  in  the  record  of  our  high  school,  is  an 
unusual  occurrence.  The  class  is  stronger  in  attainments  than  the 
average.  The  high  school  team  was  also  successful  beyond  prece- 
dence on  the  fields  of  athletic  sports.  Changes  in  the  system  of 
reading  have  been  introduced  that  will  save  at  least  one  year  in 
time  of  our  course  of  study,  and  consequently  permit  pupils  to  grad- 
uate a  year  sooner  than  now. 

The  School  Savings  Bank  has  been  in  successful  operation  for  about 
thirteen  years.  The  whole  amount  of  deposits  since  organization, 
was  fifty-three  thousand  forty-seven  dollars  and  forty-one  cents  ($53,- 
047.41);  withdrawals,  thirty  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
dollars  and  eighty-three  cents  ($30,758.83);  leaving  a  balance  of 
twenty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty- 
eight   cents   ($22,288.58)   to   the   credit   of   depositors. 

After  serving  in  the  public  schools  of  Phoenixville  for  a  period  of 
thirty-three  years,  my  connection  therewith  will  cease  at  the  close 
of  this  term. 

I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  Department  for 
promptness  and  courtesy  in  extending  needed  help;  to  those  direc- 
tors who  stood  by  me  in  my  work  these  many  years;  and,  to  the  teach- 
ers and  pupils  for  their  kind  co-operation  and  loyalty. 
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PITTSBUKG— Samuel  Andrews. 


It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  schools  of 
Pittsburg  have  done  exceptionally  good  work  the  past  year.  The 
teachers  were  faithful  and  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

During  the  year  we  held  ten  institutes;  two  general  meetings  and 
eight  grade  meetings;  at  the  two  general  meetings  the  executive 
committee  provided  speakers  of  national  reputation  from  whom  great 
benefit  was  derived;  at  the  grade  meetings,  a  teacher  in  the  specified 
grade  was  appointed  the  leader  for  the  day  and  she  invited  a  number 
of  teachers  of  the  same  grade  to  assist  her  in  the  preparation  of  the 
program;  I  am  very  favorably  impressed  with  these  meetings  and 
the  teachers  gain  much  from  the  free  discussion  of  all  papers  read. 

The  central  board  of  education  with  its  usual  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  schools  increased  the  salaries  of  the  teachers;  they  also 
divided  the  teachers  into  two  classes;  namely,  Class  A  and  Class  B. 
All  teachers  having  taught  seven  years,  and  holding  permanent  cer- 
tificates are  eligible  to  apply  for  admission  to  Class  B,  which  insures 
a  teacher  an  increase  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  A  com- 
mission appointed  by  the  board,  consisting  of  the  director  of  high 
schools,  the  head  of  the  academical  department  of  the  high  schools, 
the  head  of  the  Normal  department  of  the  high  school,  a  principal 
elected  by  the  principals  of  the  several  sub-district  schools,  and  the 
superintendent  of  schools,  after  careful  deliberation  decided  to  ad- 
mit 57  per  cent,  of  the  applicants  into  Class  B. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  shows  a  steady  increase  and  we  hope 
to  have  more  of  the  pupils  under  sixteen  years  of  age  remain  in 
school,  as  a  result  of  the  enforcement  of  the  new  child  labor  law. 

Our  directors  see  the  value  of  manual  training  and  domestic 
science  and  have  added  a  manual  training  school  in  the  Liberty  dis- 
trict and  a  school  of  domestic  science  in  the  Minersville  district. 


POTTSTOWN— W.  W.  Rupert. 


The  general  character  of  the  work  in  the  Pottstown  schools  has 
been  indicated  in  previous  reports.  We  here  direct  attention,  how- 
ever, to  one  phase  of  the  work  that  has  not  been  previously  re- 
ported. 

For  years  we  have  felt  that  the  hearing  of  recitations  has  ab- 
sorbed too  much  of  the  teacher's  time  and  energy.     Too  frequently 
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indeed,  none  of  the  teacher's  time,  none  of  liis  power,  none  of  his 
skill  can  find  vent  except  in  the  recitation.  From  the  opening  hour 
to  the  closing  one,  there  is  one  solid,  unbroken  line  of  recitations. 
Few  and  short,  if  any,  are  the  intervals  between  recitations.  One 
class  or  section  is  dismissed  to  seats,  and  the  next  is  called.  For 
the  teacher,  between  recitations  there  is  no  rest;  for  the  pupils,  no 
opportunity  for  receiving  individual  help  and  encouragement. 

We  feel  certain  that  this  is  a  serious  mistake.  The  physical  energy 
required  to  conduct,  with  vivacity  and  power,  an  unbroken  series 
of  recitations  extending  from  the  opening  to  the  closing  hour,  is  not 
possessed  by  any  man  or  woman.  What  is  the  result  when  the  at- 
tempt to  hear  such  a  series  of  recitations  is  made?  The  recitations 
of  the  early  portion  of  the  day  be  heard  in  a  creditable  manner,  but 
those  that  come  later  are  characterized  by  weakness  and  languor. 
Under  such  conditions,  no  other  result  can  reasonally  be  expected. 
Recitations  in  unbroken  series  rapidly  drain  away  the  teacher's 
energy,  and  thus  make  animated,  sunny,  good-natured,  inspiring  work 
before  a  class  impossible. 

But  there  is  another  serious  objection  to  recitations  in  solid 
phalanx.  The  pupil  is  robbed  of  the  precious  opportunity  of  coming 
into  close  personal  contact  with  his  teacher — such  contact  as  is  pos- 
sible when  she  sits  down  by  his  side  and,  while  all  other  pupils  are 
busy  with  their  own  work,  talks  kindly  and  sympathetically  with 
him  about  the  difficulties  which  he  has  encountered.  In  our  schools 
there  are  many  pupils  with  minds — good  strong  minds,  too —  that 
do  not  respond  well  to  teaching  while  others  are  looking  on,  but  do 
respond  quickly  and  well  when  teacher  and  pupil  come  together  in 
the  manner  which  I  have  just  indicated.  We  do  not  say  that  these 
pupils  should  receive  all  their  instruction  in  this  private  manner. 
This  would  be  a  mistake  in  the  other  direction.  We  simply  suggest 
that  when  the  general  instruction  or  explanation  given  during  the 
recitation  has  not  been  understood  by  some  members  of  the  class, 
that  these  members  should  have  the  opportunities  that  are  found  in 
the  private  sympathetic  talk. 

In  such  a  course  I  see  two  decided  advantages.  In  the  first  place, 
the  quick  pupils — who,  by  the  way,  are  not  always  the  ablest — do 
not  have  their  time  wasted  by  listening  a  second  or,  perhaps,  a  third 
time  to  an  explanation  which  they  already  understand.  In  the  sec- 
ond place,  the  slower  pupils  will  not  grow  disheartened  and  lose 
faith  in  themselves  because  they  do  not  understand  their  work. 

For  the  reasons  briefly  outlined  here  we  have  insisted  for  the  last 
few  years  that  teachers,  when  making  out  their  daily  programs, 
should  provide  for  intervals  of  five  or  ten  minutes  between  recita- 
tions. It  is  understood  that,  when  necessary,  these  intervals  shall 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  giving  individual  assistance  to  those  who 
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need  it.  If  the  interval  is  not  needed  for  this  purpose  it  gives  the 
teacher  a  much  needed  opportunity  for  rest  and  quiet  preparation 
for  the  next  recitation. 

In  addition  to  the  intervals  between  recitations,  teachers  are  en- 
couraged to  provide  for  two  quiet  study  periods  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  each  half  day. 


POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 


One  of  the  features  of  educational  progress  in  the  Pottsville  schools 
during  the  last  year  was  the  building  of  a  four-roomed  two  story 
building.  While  the  present  requirements  only  demanded  three 
rooms,  yet  our  school  directors  always  think  that  it  is  economy  to 
build  a  little  beyond  the  present  wants,  and  in  this  way  keep  a  little 
ahead  of  the  immediate  requirements.  This  school  house  is  located 
near  the  plant  of  the  Eastern  Steel  Company.  In  this  locality,  it  is 
supposed  that  there  will  be  quite  an  increase  of  population  in  a  year 
or  two. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  closing  school  term  there  was  a  new 
duty  imposed  upon  the  Superintendents  of  the  State.  That  of  issuing 
certificates  to  children  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen,  who 
were  desirous  of  going  to  work  under  the  so  called  "Child  Labor 
Law."  It  would  be  interesting  and  profitable  to  know  how  this  sub- 
ject has  been  treated  by  the  superintendents  in  general.  I  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  knowing  what  others  have  done,  but  will  give  a 
little  sketch  of  what  we  have  done  in  Pottsville.  The  children  in 
the  borough  who  have  applied  for  certificates  have  gone  to  the  stores, 
to  the  silk  mill  and  to  the  factories.  So  far  none  have  applied  to  go 
to  the  mines. 

The  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  law  will  greatly  depend  upon 
the  conditions  upon  which  the  certificates  are  issued.  If  the  super- 
intendent honestly  carries  out  the  law,  then  the  standard  of  educa- 
tion among  children  leaving  school  and  going  to  work  will  be  quite 
considerably  raised.  Heretofore  boys,  and  girls  too,  in  many  in- 
stances, would  go  to  school  for  a  year  or  two  and  then  be  kept  out 
by  their  parents  or  would  play  truant  in  spite  of  parent,  until  they 
were  old  enough  to  be  employed  at  some  kind  of  work.  When  this 
class  of  children  had  an  opportunity  to  do  something,  they  worked 
about  in  the  same  manner  that  they  had  studied  in  school.  In  fact 
they  knew  nothing  of  books  and  nothing  of  work.  But  if  we  hold 
them  down  to  what  the  law  requires,  before  issuing  a  certificate,  in 
our  district,  it  will  require  them  to  have  passed  at  least  through 
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what  we  call  the  sub-grammar  grade.  This  will  give  them  a  fair 
knowledge  of  reading,  spelling,  writing,  English  grammar  through 
simple  sentences  and  geography,  and  they  will  be  familiar  with  the 
fundamental  operations  of  arithmetic  as  far  as  percentage.  This 
gives  them  work  for  at  least  five  or  six  years  in  school  preparing  to 
get  a  certificate,  which  time  would  otherwise  have  been  spent  on 
the  streets.  This  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  schools,  and  a  lasting  help 
to  the  boy  who  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  work  in  total  ignorance. 


READING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


In  Reading  we  have  been  striving  for  four  conditions:  First,  a  more 
systematic  organization;  second,  more  adaptable  methods  of  instruc- 
tion; third,  more  effective  supervision;  and  fourth,  a  more  efficient 
teaching  corps.  In  the  matter  of  organization,  we  are  able,  perhaps, 
to  report  most  progress.  In  the  three  years  just  past  we  have  com- 
pletely reorganized  our  schools,  establishing  eight  annual  grades  or, 
perhaps  more  correctly,  sixteen  semi-annual  grades,  in  places  of  five 
biennial  grades.  We  have  also  abolished  a  monthly  and  three-term 
examination  plan  as  the  only  means  of  determining  the  standing 
and  the  capability  of  pupils  and  adopted  a  plan  whereby  teachers 
give  written  tests  whenever  they  complete  a  topic  and  determine  the 
standing  of  pupils  from  the  daily  recitations  and  two  term  examina- 
tions computed  at  a  ratio  of  three  to  one.  We  now  endeavor  to  pro- 
mote on  merit  rather  than  by  class,  giving  apt  pupils  the  opportunity 
to  advance  and  slow  pupils  the  privilege  to  work  as  rapidly  as  they 
can.  We  have,  too,  adopted  a  detailed  course  of  study  and,  by  a 
definite  daily  program,  have  apportioned  the  work  according  to  the 
relative  importance  of  the  several  branches  of  study,  leaving  to  the 
teacher  sufficient  power  to  adapt  her  work  to  local  or  peculiar  condi- 
tions at  discretion.  We  have  re-adjusted  the  high  school  courses 
on  a  more  liberal  basis.  Graduation  from  the  high  schools  now  de- 
pends upon  the  number  of  units  completed  and  not  upon  a  general 
average.  Pupils  are  permitted  to  take  as  much  time  as  needed  for 
the  completion  of  the  several  courses.  We  have  also  established 
a  system  of  night  schools  that  seems  very  popular  and  promising. 
These  schools  are  operated  in  five  grades — elementary,  advanced  ele- 
mentary, grammar,  advanced  grammar  and  high.  Pupils  may  grad- 
uate from  the  evening  high  school  on  sixteen  units,  half  the  credits 
of  the  day  school,  or  as  many  more  as  they  wish. 

In  methods  of  instruction  we  have  been  striving  to  help  the  in- 
dividual pupil,  whether  bright  or  slow.     We  have  endeavored  to 
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give  all,  if  they  will,  a  like  opportunity  for  that  development,  which 
will  fit  them  for  life.  I  have  given  this  phase  of  our  work  considera- 
ble attention.  This  investigation  has  led  to  a  gradual  evolution  in 
our  method  of  instruction.  In  a  report  from  each  of  the  teachers,  I 
discovered  that  the  pupils  of  the  Beading  schools  may  be  roughly 
classed  in  five  groups,  as  follows:  Group  1,  excellent,  823;  group  2, 
good,  3,975;  group  3,  fair,  3,956;  group  4,  poor,  847;  group  5,  very  poor, 
967.  Now  it  seemed  obvious  that  pupils  of  such  varying  ability  of 
preparation  would  scarcely  respond  to  the  same  method  of  instruc- 
tion— the  class  plan.  My  observation  led  me  to  try  a  plan  based  on 
three  units  of  instruction  instead  of  one,  namely,  class,  group  and 
individual. 

The  group  plan  is  simple  in  operation.  Three  or  four  times  each 
week  the  class  meets  as  usual  and  the  teacher  gives  the  necessary 
instruction  and  the  pupils  recite  as  the  teacher  deems  proper.  After 
a  few  days  many  or  most  of  the  pupils  in  groups  four  and  five  lag  be- 
hind. The  teacher  then  halts  for  a  day,  assigns  work  to  groups  one, 
two  and  three,  entailing  difficult  work  on  the  principle  under  in- 
struction, and  uses  the  entire  recitation  for  explanation  to  the  pupils 
of  groups  four  and  five,  or  to  any  of  group  three,  who  may  need  it. 
In  addition  to  this,  individual  pupils  receive  more  help  during  the 
periods  assigned  for  "study"  and  "personal  help." 

In  order  more  clearly  to  illustrate  the  plan,  I  shall  take  a  class 
in  mathematics  in  the  high  schools.  For  several  datys  the  instructor 
conducts  his  recitation  in  the  regular  manner.  As  soon  as  he  ob- 
serves that  some  do  not  fully  comprehend,  he  suspends  the  regular 
class  work,  and  assigns  to  the  apt  groups  more  difficult  problems 
under  the  principle  involved.  These  problems  pupils  solve  at  their 
desks,  and  when  completed,  turn  over  to  the  teacher.  The  slow 
groups  during  this  period  receive  the  additional  help  the}T  need.  The 
brighter  groups  may  thus,  in  the  course  of  a  term,  do  considerable 
more  than  the  required  work.  In  the  elementary  grades,  the  same 
scheme  prevails.  Take  a  class  in  long  division  or  fractions.  Many 
of  the  pupils  in  a  class  understand  the  principle,  some  do  not. 
Surely  it  is  a  waste  of  time  for  the  apt  half  of  the  class  to  sit  and 
listen  to  unnecessary  explanation,  hence  this  portion  of  the  class 
is  put  to  work  on  advanced  problems  in  long  division  or  fractions, 
and  the  other  portion  receives  the  needed  instruction. 

This  plan  is.  in  my  judgment,  fair  to  bright  and  slow  alike.  It 
gives  the  slow  pupil  a  chance  to  understand  and  the  bright  pupil  a 
chance  to  advance.  It  makes  the  latter  more  self-reliant  in  that  it 
puts  him  to  a  greater  extent  on  his  own  resources;  it  gives  him  added 
difficulties  to  overcome;  and  it  dissipates  for  him  the  idea  that  school 
work  is  an  easy  thing.  It  gives  the  former,  especially  the  pupil  on 
the  border  line  of  failure,  an  opportunity  to  recover. 
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To  be  sure  bright  pupils  get  less  attention  than  under  the  old  plan. 
They  need  less.  The  superfluous  attention  they  receive  does  not  add 
to  their  stock  of  grit  and  power.  Then,  too,  it  is  surprising  how  lit- 
tle instruction  some  children  require  and  the  more  they  are  per- 
mitted to  work  independently,  the  greater  will  be  their  scope  and 
capacity  for  work.  The  plan  will  do  away  with  the  constant  com- 
plaint that  the  teacher  doesn't  explain.  Generally  the  teacher  has 
explained,  but  the  slow  boy  has  tailed  to  grasp  it,  and  he  readily  be- 
lieves he  has  had  no  explanation.  This  new  plan  of  instruction  does 
more.  It  gives  the  teacher  more  opportunity  to  gauge  her  pupils. 
She  may  thus  more  readily  discover  the  genius  and  encourage  him; 
the  plodder  and  help  him;  the  drone  and  prod  him;  the  over-graded 
and  demote  him. 

To  be  sure,  this  scheme  means  intelligent,  observant,  patient  teach- 
ers. It  means  a  masterful,  well-controlled,  self-reliant  leader,  whose 
special  instruction  to  slow  pupils  is  not  a  withering  stare,  an  im- 
patient shrug,  an  impetuous  jerk,  or  a  sarcastic  fling,  but  one  whose 
instruction  is  fitted  to  the  special  need  of  every  pupil.  It  means  the 
elimination  of  rote  recitation.  As  I  estimated  the  teachers  of  Read- 
ing, I  felt  that  we  were  ready  for  the  step.  In  this  I  have  not  been 
disappointed.  The  teachers,  who  have  entered  into  the  sprit  of  the 
plan,  are  enthusiastic  and  jubilant  that  another  way  is  open  to  make 
them  more  proficient.  The  members  of  the  faculty  of  the  Girls'  High 
School  are  handling  the  plan  witlra  success  that  surpasses  my  most 
sanguine  hope. 

In  the  matter  of  supervision  we  have  been  especially  weak.  Be- 
yond a  nominal  teaching  principal  at  each  building,  a  supervisor  of 
drawing,  and  two  supervisors  of  music,  the  superintendent  has  had 
the  responsibility  and  direction  of  the  entire  work  of  334  teachers 
and  nearly  12,000  pupils.  Perhaps  no  other  city  nor  town  in  the 
country  presents  such  an  anomaly,  for  all  people  realize  that  no  sys- 
tem nor  establishment,  whether  it  be  industrial,  educational,  or  what 
not,  can  be  well  regulated  without  a  sub-division  of  supervision.  To 
have  a  well  ordered  school  system,  there  must  be  helpful,  conscienti- 
ous, intelligent  supervision.  To  this  end  two  supervisors  have  been 
elected — one  for  grades  one,  two  and  three;  and  one  for  grades  four, 
five,  six.  seven  and  eight. 

The  supervising  principal  plan  is  impracticable  in  Reading,  be- 
cause of  the  many  small  buildings.  I  believe,  too,  that  grade  super- 
visors will  be  more  helpful  than  building  principals,  because  such 
supervisors  emphasize  the  work  of  the  whole  city  rather  than  of  a 
particular  section.  Supervisors  can  more  readily  than  principals 
spread  the  desirable  and  check  the  undesirable.  A  supervisor  sys- 
tem is,  I  think,  superior  to  the  assistant  superintendent  plan  for 
Reading  because  we  do  not  need  a  more  extended  executive  or  ad 
15—5—190.") 
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ministrative  force,  but  we  do  need  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  to 
do  the  detail  work.  We  need  women,  rather  than  men,  because 
women  are  more  adapted  to  detail  work,  more  interested  in  the 
minutiae  of  the  school  room,  and  more  painstaking  with  small  chil- 
dren. 

It  seemed  advisable  to  select  Reading  teachers  as  supervisors  at 
this  time  instead  of  strangers,  because  this  need  is  immediate  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  Reading  teachers  are 
familiar  with  the  situation,  and  will  not  have  to  spend  a  year  or  two 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  system  and  with  the  teaching  force 
as  a  stranger  necessarily  would.  Then,  too,  in  our  teaching  force 
we  have  teachers  as  capable  and  promising  as  one  finds  anywhere. 

All  this,  as  one  may  readily  see,  leads  to  the  fourth  condition — a 
more  efficient  teaching  force.  To  encourage  the  teachers  in  their 
work,  the  board  has  adjusted  the  salary  schedule  and  increased  the 
salaries  of  teachers,  except  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  from 
ten  to  fifteen  per  cent.  To  help  them  in  their  educational  work  the 
board  has  provided  lecturers  for  institutes,  speakers  for  unusual 
occasions  or  instruction  upon  special  subjects,  such  as  "Defective 
Pupils,"  etc.,  and  has  provided  advanced  teachers'  classes  in  the 
evening  high  school.  The  teaching  force  has  also  been  much 
strengthened  by  the  transfer  of  teachers  to  sections  of  the  city  and 
to  grades  better  adapted  to  their  particular  ability.  Another  im- 
portant step  for  better  teachers. was  the  lengthening  of  the  normal 
course,  so  that  teachers  may  be  better  prepared. 

These  changes,  I  think,  have  helped  the  work.  The  regrading  has 
increased  the  enrollment  in  the  high  schools  from  526  in  June,  1902, 
when  I  became  superintendent,  to  800  in  September,  1904,  and  next 
September,  when  the  results  of  the  regrading  will  be  more  fully 
felt,  the  enrollment  will  be  900.  In  the  grammar  grades  it  has  in- 
creased the  enrollment  from  538  to  1,466.  In  addition  to  this,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  the  regrading  meets  the  jcordial  approval  of 
the  teaching  force,  because  it  has  lessened  the  number  of  divisions, 
and  thus  limited  the  scope  of  the  work.  The  curtailment  of  the 
number  of  examinations  has  resulted  in  far  less  complaint  on  the 
part  of  parents,  because  of  over-study,  and  it  certainly  lessens  the 
likelihood  of  humdrum  recitations  and  constant  question  drills.  The 
course  of  study  has  given  definiteness  to  the  work.  The  unit  plan 
in  the  high  schools  has  resulted  in  better  all  around  work.  The 
excellent  work  done  in  the  boys'  high  school  speaks  for  itself  in  the 
more  than  fifty  boys  at  college,  many  of  whom  are  making  splendid 
records,  and  in  the  hundreds  of  young  men  in  successful  life.  It 
gives  me  pleasure,  too,  to  call  attention  to  the  excellent  work  and 
the  untiring  zeal  and  loyalty  of  the  principal  and  faculty  of  the  girls' 
hiiih  school.     Few  visit  this  school  who  do  not  commend  the  superb 
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management.  I  must  add,  too,  that  the  supervisors  in  music  and 
drawing  deserve  much  commendation  for  the  efficient  adaptation 
of  their  work  to  the  several  changes. 

The  night  schools  oli'er  to  the  working  boys  and  girls  an  oppor- 
tunity to  improve  themselves,  and,  in  my  opinion,  this  departure  is 
one  of  the  most  meritorious  and  far-reaching  ever  taken  by  the 
Heading  school  district.  The  changed  methods  of  instruction  have 
already  resulted  in  reaching  a  larger  class  of  pupils.  The  additional 
supervision  will  make  the  entire  work  very  much  more  coherent  and 
effective.  The  substantial  encouragement  to  the  teachers  is  evident 
in  a  better  service  and  a  more  loyal  spirit.  On  the  whole  the  three 
years  of  my  term,  while  busy  ones,  have  been  pleasant,  and  I  begin 
my  second  term  with  the  support  of  a  board  composed  of  men  inter- 
ested in  the  schools  and  ready  to  advance  them  to  still  higher  plane 
of  efficiency. 


SCRANTON— George  W.  Phillips. 


To  successfully  pass  upon  the  results  of  a  year's  work  along  educa- 
tional lines  requires  such  careful  adjustment  which  presents  so  many 
difficulties,  that  we  are  compelled  here,  as  elsewhere,  to  deal  in 
averages,  a  kind  of  balancing  up  as  it  were.  The  number  promoted 
from  a  grade  is  not  nearly  of  so  great  importance  as  what  becomes 
of  those  left  behind.  To  understand  whether  from  lack  of  ability, 
preparation,  irregular  attendance,  unsympathetic  attitude  toward 
school  or  teacher,  or  faulty  instruction,  means  careful  insight  into 
existing  conditions.  The  total  attendance  of  the  city  schools  the 
past  year  was  18,608,  and  the  average  attendance  was  14,010.  The 
enrollment  for  June  was  14,8G2.  Of  this  total  enrollment  of  18,608, 
the  boys  numbered  9,041  and  the  girls  9,567.  The  total  enrollment  of 
the  high  school  was  1,179,  of  which  461  were  boys  and  718  girls.  The 
difference  of  enrollment  throughout  the  city  as  a  whole  between  the 
boys  and  girls  is  not  strongly  marked  until  the  high  school  is 
reached  when  the  proportion  of  girls  to  boys  is  very  largely  in  ex- 
cess.    The  number  graduating  from  our  high  school  iu  June  was  120. 

College  preparatory, 14 

Scientific,    19 

General, 31 

Commercial 36 

Boys,  34;  girls,  86. 

I  suppose  this  ratio  would  possibly  prevail  everywhere.  The  les- 
son taught  ig  apparent  to  everyone.     What  is  the  remedy? 
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The  enrollment  in  our  kindergarten  department  was  870,  and  the 
average  attendance  was  58G.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the 
high  school  for  the  Tear  was  96,  for  the  grade  school  88,  and  in  the 
kindergarten  8G.  We  now  have  in  operation  21  kindergartens,  one 
in  each  of  the  respective  wards. 

The  kindergartens  are  an  outgrowth  of  the  free  kindergarten  asso- 
ciation established  some  years  ago  which  were  sustained  by  private 
contributions  and  were  in  no  way  connected  with  the  public  schools. 
For  several  years  appropriations  were  made  by  the  board  of  educa- 
tion to  this  association  until  finally  the  schools  established  were 
taken  under  direct  control  with  the  employment  of  a  supervisor  of 
kindergartens.  A  school  for  the  training  of  kindergarten  teachers 
was  established,  open  to  those  who  had  graduated  from  the  high 
school — four  years'  course — and  the  teachers'  training  school.  The 
number  of  kindergartens  was  then  extended  as  has  been  mentioned. 


Teachers'  Training  School. 

This  school  is  open  to  graduates  of  the  high  school  who  have 
completed  one  of  the  four  year  courses.  The  time  required  for  the 
training  school  is  two  years.  Practice  work  is  given  in  the  different 
grades  and  upon  actual  school  lessons  according  to  text-book  usrd. 
The  class  graduating  in  June  numbered  25. 


The  Child  Labor  Law. 

As  one  might  imagine,  the  number  applying  for  certificates  under 
this  law  would  be  great  in  such  a  community  as  this  with  its  diversi- 
fied interests  where  so  much  child  labor  may  be  utilized.  While 
in  fullest  sympathy  with  the  law,  its  successful  operation  depends 
almost  wholly  upon  the  different  superintendents  and  principals  of 
the  State.  There  is  not  sufficient  power  or  discretion  given  to  the 
one  issuing  the  certificate.  In  the  vacation  time  when  the  schools 
are  not  in  session  and  there  can  be  no  operation  of  the  compulsory 
law  there  should  be  some  provision  made  for  those  who  wish  to 
work  the  whole,  or  part,  of  the  time  during  the  summer  recess.  At 
this  point  permission  should  be  granted  to  the  superintendent  to 
issue  temporary  relief  instead  of  the  formidable  certificate,  in  dupli 
cate,  according  to  his  judgment  for  these  few  weeks  and  thus  aid 
many  children  to  remain  in  school  who  would  otherwise  be  forced 
to  leave  when  reaching  the  legal  working  age  as  well  as  meet  the 
desire  of  those  boys  who  wish  (o  work  for  a  time  by  way  of  variety 
or  change  from  tin1  confinement  of  the  schoolroom.  Many  parents 
i  tin  rwise  prefer  to  have  their  children  employed  instead  of  being 
exposed  to  the  dangers  incident  to  street  life  for  the  summer  months. 
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Improvements. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  completed  a  second  high  school  of 
stone  with  accommodations  for  eight  hundred  pupils,  a  new  manual 
I  raining  high  school,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  William  T.  Smith,  as  a  memorial 
to  her  husband.  As  the  dedicatory  exercises  will  not  occur  until  the 
opening  of  schools  in  September,  next  year's  report  will  deal  with 
this  side  of  the  work  more  in  detail.  This  will  be  the  beginning  of 
the  introduction  of  manual  training  with  cooking  and  sewing 
throughout  the  entire  school  system. 

Fundamental  Work. 

While  appreciating  everything  that  makes  for  culture  in  connec- 
tion with  the  education  of  our  children,  we  should  not  close  our  eyes 
to  the  fact  that  the  common  schools  must  furnish,  primarily,  the 
essentials  of  an  education  and  the  major  part  of  school  effort  should 
be  in  this  direction.  Every  child  upon  leaving  school  at  the  average 
school  age  should  be  able  to  read  well,  write  well,  figure  well,  spell 
well  and  have  a  rudimentary  idea  of  English  literature. 

Are  our  schools  meeting  these  conditions?  Until  every  teacher 
realizes  the  value  of  the  school  time  of  the  child  and  places  an  intel- 
ligent estimate  upon  what  should  be  accomplished  in  that  specified 
time,  there  will  be  much  wasteful  expenditure. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  certainly  bright.  The  year  just 
closed  has  hod  in  it  much  that  augurs  well  for  future  effort. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  an  exceptionally  busy  one,  and  the 
results  attained  are  especially  gratifying  as  shown  by  the  following 
statistics: 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  this  year. 2,614 

Increase  from  last  year 334 

Number  of  pupils  who  failed  this  year !»(.» 

Decrease  from  last  year 84 

Number  conditioned  this  year 14 

Decrease  from  last  year 67 

This  satisfactory  condition  may  be  attributed  to  three  principal 
causes:  first,  the  good  health  of  the  children  throughout  the  year: 
second,  the  method  used  by  the  teachers  in  giving  individual  instruc- 
tion to  dull  or  backward  pupils:  third,  promoting  pupils  largely  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  teacher. 
17 
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Our  promotions  are  based  mainly  upon  the  pupil's  daily  work 
expressed  in  the  monthly  estimate  of  the  teacher.  Final  examina- 
tions are  given  to  those  pupils  who  do  not  attain  an  average  of  85 
per  cent,  for  the  year.  Such  examinations  constitute  a  small  factor 
in  determining  fitness  for  promotion.  The  most  advantageous  fea- 
ture of  this  device  is  that  it  secures  uniform  work  throughout  the 
year,  thus  insuring  constant  mental  growth.  The  number  of  pupils 
exempt  from  examinations  is  nearly  double  what  it  was  four  years 
ago,  or  the  first  year  this  device  was  used. 

Our  board,  which  is  ever  on  the  alert  and  ready  to  give  the  boys 
and  girls  the  best  that  can  be  had,  have  contracted  for  the  erection 
of  two  new  grade  schools  at  a  total  cost  of  $84,000.  These  buildings 
are  to  be  three  stories  high,  contain  fifteen  rooms  each,  a  principal's 
office  and  a  teachers'  room.  The  exterior  is  to  be  of  pressed  brick 
with  trimmings  of  brown  stone  and  light  terra  cotta.  Carpenter's 
mechanical  system  of  heating  and  ventilating  is  to  be  used.  In  fact 
it  is  the  aim  of  the  board  to  make  the  buildings  modern  in  every 
detail.  These  buildings  will  be  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the 
school  year  1905-1906. 

We  have  employed  an  attendance  officer  for  the  past  year  to  carry 
out  the  requirements  of  the  compulsory  school  law.  It  does  not 
seem  that  the  results  will  be  satisfactory  until  the  habitual  truants 
and  the  incorrigibles  are  isolated  from  the  good  pupils.  When  we 
put  a  pupil  or  two  of  this  kind  in  a  room  with  good  children,  we 
necessarily  deprive  the  good  children  of  a  large  amount  of  the  teach- 
er's time.  Surely  the  interests  of  the  good  pupils  should  not  be 
jeopardized  in  our  zeal  to  educate  the  bad  ones. 

A  class  of  forty-four  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  graduated 
from  our  high  school  on  the  evening  of  June  2d.  Several  of  these 
intend  to  enter  college  next  year. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  many  kind- 
nesses shown  me  by  the  Department,  of  the  work  of  the  board  of 
directors  in  its  efforts  to  meet  the  duties  that  fall  to  its  hands  in 
directing  the  work  of  the  schools,  of  the  loyalty  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  teachers  and  principals,  of  the  studiousness  and  good  con- 
duct of  the  students,  and  of  the  kindly  interest  shown  by  the  com- 
munity. 


SHARON— S.  H.  Hadlev. 


The  following  is  my  third  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania.  The  past  school  year  has  been  a  quiet  year, 
yet  I  believe  a  progressive  one.     Schools  opened  September  6th  with 
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an  enrollment  the  first  of  the  month  of  1,809.  The  highest  enroll- 
ment was  registered  the  third  month  when  it  reached  1,843.  The 
high  school  enrollment  was  127,  an  increase  of  30  over  the  previous 
vear.  Throughout  the  year  the  attendance  was  very  regular,  this 
being  a  great  help  in  securing  good  results.  Nine  general  meetings 
of  the  teachers  were  held  during  the  year  and  three  meetings  of  the 
teachers- of  each  grade. 

We  are  grieved  to  chronicle  the  deaths  of  two  of  our  teachers 
during  the  year,  Miss  Eva  Hamilton  and  Miss  Mary  Henshaw.  Miss 
Hamilton  had  taught  a  primary  room  in  the  Sharon  public  schools 
for  over  thirty  years.  Miss  Henshaw  had  been  teaching  for  five 
years.  Both  were  ladies  of  great  character,  and  besides  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  in  books,  taught  most  of  the  great  lessons  of  life, 
lessons  of  love  and  cheerfulness.  Surely  the  community  met  a  great 
loss  when  these  two  teachers  were  called  to  their  eternal  home. 

The  most  notable  event  of  the  year  educationally  was  the  opening 
of  the  new  high  school  building  on  April  15,  1905.  Supt.  Samuel 
Hamilton,  of  the  Allegheny  county  public  schools,  made  one  of  his 
masterly  .addresses  to  the  people  of  Sharon  at  this  time.  The  build- 
ing will  accommodate  about  three  hundred  pupils.  It  contains  a 
study  hall,  science  room,  six  recitation  rooms,  chemical  laboratory, 
library,  two  offices  and  basement  rooms.  By  the  occupation 
of  this  building  the  old  central  building,  an  old  landmark  in  the 
town,  was  left  vacant. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  the  evening  of  June  1st,  at 
which  time  a  class  of  eight  girls  and  three  boys  were  graduated. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  wish  to  state  that  much  praise  should  be 
given  the  board  of  controllers  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  the 
public  schools  and  the  able  manner  in  which  they  have  managed  the 
business  of  the  public  schools.  Our  teachers  have  done  earnest,  con- 
scientious work,  and  are  to  be  commended  for  the  interest  they  have 
taken. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


We  were  somewhat  handicapped  in  starting  our  schools  for  the 
past  term  on  account  of  some  new  buildings  that  were  being  erected 
by  the  board,  on  account  of  remodeling  on  some  of  our  old  buildings. 
We  were  unable  to  open  our  schools  until  the  19th  day  of  September, 
and  then  with  several  rooms  short.  We  got  possession  of  all  our 
rooms  on  the  12th  day  of  October,  so  we  could  have  only  eight  months 
of  school  during  the  year  of  1904-5. 
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Our  teachers  were  invigorated  by  the  long  vacation,  and  came  back 
with  a  determination.  After  we  got  started  the  work  done  was 
quite  satisfactory  and  it  is  considered  to  have  reached  that  same 
high  standard  that  it  has  had  for  the  past  several  years.  Many  new 
teachers,  several  of  them  beginners,  were  added  to  our  corps  of 
teachers  at  the  opening  of  the  term.  Most  of  these  worked  hard 
and  energetically,  and  so  obtained  results  worthy  of  more  experi- 
enced teachers.  Our  attendance  was  good,  being  slightly  better 
than  the  previous  year,  and  most  of  our  pupils  applied  themselves 
carefully  to  their  work. 

Below  the  high  school,  we  followed  the  same  course  of  study  and 
the  same  line  of  work  as  we  did  during  the  previous  year.  In  the 
high  school,  new  studies  were  added  and  the  whole  course  was  re- 
vised. Instead  of  having  one  course  of  studies  which  each  pupil 
must  pursue,  we  now  have  three  distinct  courses — the  Normal,  the 
Latin-Scientific,  and  the  Commercial.  Pupils  may  select  which  course 
of  study  they  will  pursue.  They  can,  with  the  consent  of  the  high 
school  faculty  and  the  approval  of  the  superintendent,  make  certain 
substitutions. 

Two  extra  teachers  were  added  to  the  high  school  faculty,  which 
now  consists  of  six  teachers.  The  new  principal  in  our  high  school 
managed  his  school  and  all  its  departments  quite  successfully.  The 
same  can  be  said  of  our  new  supervisor  of  drawing  and  our  commer- 
cial teacher.  Although  young  and  not  having  much  experience  along 
their  lines  of  work  previous  to  entering  upon  their  several  duties  last 
fall,  they  were  quite  successful.  In  fact,  their  work  surpassed  our 
expectation.  Our  town  has  been  in  need  of  instruction  along  the 
commercial  line  for  some  time  and  we  believe  that  the  new  commer- 
cial course  will  supply  the  deficiency. 

The  new  high  school  room  erected  at  the  rear  of  the  former  high 
school  room  during  the  year,  is  sixty-five  feet  long  and  fifty-eight 
feet  wide.  It  is  finished  in  oak.  The  old  high  school  room  has  been 
divided  into  six  class  rooms — the  vice  principal's  room,  the  assist- 
ant's room,  the  music  room,  the  drawing  room,  the  commercial  room 
and  the  laboratory.  The  lower  floor  is  divided  into  four  school 
rooms.  The  entire  new  building  is  furnished  with  American  Heat- 
ing and  Ventilating  System.  The  cost  of  building  the  new,  remod- 
eling the  old,  and  furnishing  the  building  was  about  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  board  also  built  a  new  advanced  grammar  school  by  raising 
the  brick  building  at  the  corner  of  Center  and  West  streets  three 
stories  high.  This  school  consists  of  one  large  assembly  room  with 
a  seating  capacity  for  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  pupils,  and  of 
three  recitation  rooms.  This  building  is  also  finished  in  oak  and  was 
built,  heated  and  furnished  at  a  cost  of  nearly  nine  thousand  dollars. 
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Three  of  the  other  buildings  were  remodeled  during  the  year  by  being 
furnished  with  the  American  Heating  and  Ventilating  Company's 
system  of  Hushing  closets  at  a  cost  of  more  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  evening  schools  held  their  own  with  previous  years.  The  en- 
rollment was  not  so  large  as  previous  years  but  the  interest  was 
more  marked,  some  pupils  showing  an  earnest  desire  to  improve  their 
mental  condition. 

Our  free  public  school  library  was  wrell  patronized.  Our  more 
advanced  pupils  and  the  public  in  general  showed  an  appreciation 
of  the  library  by  reading  the  best  books  on  fiction,  science  and  litera- 
ture found  therein. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  R.  Wilt. 


I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  the  term  just  closed  has  been  a  suc- 
cessful one. 

The  work  done  and  the  results  achieved  by  the  teachers  were  not 
m  any  way  inferior  to  those  of  previous  years.  The  health  of  the 
pupils  as  well  as  that  of  the  community  was  generally  good.  The 
attendance  officer  though  not  kept  in  full-time  service  during  the 
entire  term  succeeded  in  keeping  the  town  free  from  violators  of 
the  compulsory  attendance  law.  Patrons  and  school  directors  mani- 
fested a  wholesome  interest  in  the  schools  by  their  frequent  visits. 

I  can  speak  with  a  great  deal  of  praise  of  the  excellent  results 
obtained  in  arithmetic,  writing,  spelling,  reading,  drawing,  language 
and  literature. 

We  are  working  on  the  plan  that  language,  including  good  reading, 
good  spelling,  composition — both  oral  and  written,  and  drawing  is 
eminently  fundamental  to  all  other  branches  of  study,  to  technical 
grammar  and  rhetoric,  to  history  and  geography,  to  mathematics, 
viz :  arithmetic,  algebra  and  geometry. 

The  common  sciences  received  as  much  attention  as  can  be  given 
them  in  a  common  school  curriculum. 

P>y  the  constant  use  of  the  large  number  of  well  graded  supple- 
mentary readers  our  pupils  become  acquainted  with  plants  and  ani- 
mals, their  habits  and  uses  and  the  attention  and  care  they  need. 
In  the  same  way  and  from  the  same  source  they  become  familiar 
with  the  best  literary  productions  and  the  most  valuable  historical 
facts.  They  acquire  the  use  of  good  language,  and  knowledge  be- 
comes fixed  by  the  reproduction  of  the  beautiful,  valuable,  and  fasci- 
nating stories  found  in  those  readers. 
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Arbor  days  were  again  observed  in  tbe  usual  manner.  The  school 
yards  received  a  general  overhauling,  trees  and  a  large  number  of 
shrubbery  and  flowering  plants  were  set  out,  some  in  newly  erected 
flower  beds  and  others  in  boxes  elevated  above  the  surface  ground 
and  planted  with  trailing  or  hanging  plants. 

All  possible  efforts  were  made  to  keep  the  buildings  with  their  sur- 
roundings and  apartments  cleanly  and  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 


SOUTH  SHAKON— C.  G.  Canon. 


The  third  year  in  the  history  of  the  public  schools  of  this  new 
town  closed  on  May  31st  with  a  total  enrollment  of  1,108  pupils. 
This  was  the  first  year  having  a  nine  months'  term  and  the  results 
have  been  such  that  an  increase  of  wages  from  f 5  to  f  15  each  per 
month  was  voted  the  teachers  by  the  board  of  directors.  The  aver- 
age per  cent  .of  attendance  for  the  year  is  93.  Frequent  visits  by  the 
parents  has  given  encouragement  to  all  and  especially  so  at  the 
closing  exercises  when  21  pupils  of  the  grammar  school  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  high  school  and  a  class  of  five  were  graduated,  three 
(3),  of  whom,  after  attending  a  summer  session  at  college  have  se- 
cured schools.  At  the  closing  exercises,  an  able  address  was  deliv- 
ered by  Dr.  William  H.  Crawford,  president  of  Allegheny  College. 
Besides  the  regular  monthly  meetings  of  all  the  teachers  and  their 
attendance  at  the  county  institute,  a  local  institute,  including  the 
schools  of  the  Shenago  Valley  from  Jamestown  to  New  Castle,  was 
held  in  the  Carnegie  Auditorium,  which  was  largely  attended  during 
the  morning  and  afternoon  sessions,  when  interesting  questions  and 
problems  were  discussed  by  superintendents,  J.  W.  Canon,  S.  H. 
Hadley  and  A.  J.  Palmer;  also  Professors  W.  D.  Gamble,  T.  S.  Vick- 
erman,  H.  E.  McConnell  and  F.  F.  Foltz.  The  Penn  School  Journal 
is  largely  read  by  the  directors  and  teachers  and  we  feel  much  in- 
debted to  the  "Department"  for  its  many  kindly  offices  during  the 
vcar. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


This  brief  report  will  be  confined  to  a  few  items  that  were  not 
referred  to  in  the  monthly  reports  to  the  Department  during  the 
year. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  January  individual  instruction  programs  were 
introduced  into  the  single  grade  rooms,  above  the  work  of  the  second 
year.  The  results  were  so  satisfactory  that  more  single-grade  rooms 
will  be  established  next  term,  in  order  to  afford  greater  opportuni- 
ties for  individual  instruction. 

The  observance  of  Patrons'  Day,  May  12th,  proved  to  be  time  and 
energy  well  expended.  Exercises  were  held  in  each  room.  These 
exercises  emphasized  three  modes  of  expression,  reading,  music  and 
drawing,  and  all  pupils  were  given  an  opportunity  to  display  the 
results  of  their  term's  work  in  these  three  directions.  The  reading 
and  the  music  were  brought  out  in  oral  class  drills,  and  the  walls 
of  the  rooms  were  utilized  to  exhibit  the  accumulated  drawings  of 
the  term.  That  parents  appreciated  the  privilege  of  thus  inspecting 
the  work  of  their  children  was  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that 
the  total  number  of  visits  to  the  rooms  approximated  six  thousand. 

Each  year  the  teachers  as  a  corps  do  some  effective  work  along 
professional  lines  in  addition  to  what  they  do  as  individuals.  "Edu- 
cational  Foundations"  was  used  as  the  basis  for  general  professional 
reading  and  at  each  of  the  monthly  meetings  a  brief  summary  of  the 
course  was  outlined  by  at  least  two  of  the  teachers.  In  addition  to 
the  course  of  reading,  the  following  practical  subjects  were  pre- 
sented : 

November  14th:  "How  to  Economize  Time  in  School;"  ''How  to 
Economize  Energy  in  School;"  "How  to  Economize  Material  in 
School;"  Debate:  Kesolved,  That  the  "Spelling  Eeform"  movement 
deserves  to  be  encouraged  because  it  is  in  the  direction  of  the  econ- 
omy of  time  and  energy. 

December  12th:  Elements  of  Governing  Power,  a.  Scholarship,  b. 
Skill,  c.  Self-control,  d.  Steadfastness,  e.  Sympathy;  Echoes  from  the 
County  Institute. 

January  13th:  An  Educational  Rally;  "The  Rights  of  the  Home 
that  should  be  Regarded  by  the  School ;"  "The  Rights  of  the  School 
that  should  be  Regarded  by  the  Home;"  "What  the  State  Expects 
from  the  Home  and  the  School." 

February  13th:  "A  River  Valley  as  a  Type  in  the  Teaching  of 
Geography;"  "The  Susquehanna  Valley,  a.  Its  physical  geography,  b. 
its  political  geography,  c.  its  history;"  Echoes  from  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition. 

March  17th:  An  Educational  Rally;  Debate:  Resolved,  That  en- 
vironment is  a  more  pgtent  factor  in  the  education  of  children  than 
heredity  is;  "Some  things  to  consider  in  the  Education  of  Mary  and 
John;"  "Obedience— in  the  Home,  in  the  School,  in  the  State. 

April  10th;  "On  the  Lookout  for  the  Good;"  "The  Educational 
Value  of  Biography;"  "Lessons  for  us  from  the  careers  of  three 
American  Educators.  Mary  Lyon,  Mark  Hopkins,  Horace  Mann." 
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Mar  8th:  Joint  meeting  of  Teacher^  and  Directors:  General  Topic: 
"Compensations  other  than  financial,  a.  of  the  regular  teacher,  b.  of 
the  supervisor,  c.  of  the  director,  d.  of  the  superintendent. 

Printed  invitations  were  sent  to  the  patrons  of  the  schools  to 
attend  the  Educational  Rallies  and  as  a  result  the  high  school  audi- 
torium was  well  filled  with  appreciative  audiences  on  both  occa- 
sions. On  the  evening  of  January  13th  we  had  with  us  Supt.  J.  M. 
Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre;  Principal  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  of  the  Cum- 
berland Valley  State  Normal  School,  and  ex-Supt.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of 
Harrisburg.  On  March  17th,  Principal  W.  Fowler  Bucke,  of  the 
Harrisburg  Industrial  High  School,  and  Prof.  C.  C.  Boyer,  of  the 
Keystone  State  Normal  School,  assisted  us.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  services  of  all  these  gentlemen  were  most  acceptable  to  our 
people. 

At  the  close  of  our  term  a  class  of  ninety-three  was  promoted  to 
the  high  school  and  a  class  numbering  forty-five  was  graduated  from 
that  institution.  Both  the  entering  and  the  outgoing  classes  were 
larger  than  any  of  their  predecessors. 

Rev.  George  Sigler,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Main  street  Church  of  God, 
made  the  address  on  the  occasion  of  the  public  transfer  exercises, 
and  Prof.  O.  G.  Klinger,  of  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
delivered  the  annual  commencement  address. 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  board  held  on  the  evening 
of  March  1st,  Mr.  Mason  D.  Pratt  resigned  from  the  presidency  of 
the  board,  owing  to  his  removal  from  town.  His  resignation  was 
accepted  with  much  regret  for  all  appreciated  his  most  valuable  ser- 
vices to  the  schools.  Mr.  William  Webster  was  elected  to  succeed 
Mr.  Pratt  as  a  representative  from  the  Second  ward,  and  W.  F. 
Darby,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  selected  to  succeed  him  as  president 
of  the  board. 


SUNBURY— Ira  Shipman. 


There  are  now  forty-eight  (48)  teachers  regularly  employed  in 
the  Sunbury  schools.  The  average  salary  of  male  teachers  is  $74; 
of  female  teachers  it  is  $47.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  attend- 
ance was  2,150,  and  the  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month  was  $1.47.  The 
monthly  enrollment  in  the  high  school  averaged  150.  There  was  not 
one  colored  pupil  enrolled  in  the  Sunbury  schools  during  the  past 
year. 
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The  superintendent  made  666  visits  to  schools,  held  50  teachers' 
meeting!!!,  spent  130  days  in  office  work,  21)6  days  in  official  duties, 
and  did  one  month's  supply  teaching  for  teachers  in  the  five  upper 
grades,  who  were  absent  on  account  of  illness  or  other  cause. 

A  fifty  three  (53)  foot  addition  was  made  to  the  Third  ward  build- 
ing and  the  old  part  of  the  building  was  remodeled  and  repaired. 
The  Carpenter  system  of  heating  and  ventilating  was  placed  in  the 
building. 

Fire  escapes  were  placed  on  the  high  school  building  on  Fifth 
street,  and  first  used  October  18,  1904. 

October  21st,  autumn  arbor  day,  was  observed  by  having  exercises 
in  the  schools,  and  by  planting  thirty  trees,  chiefly  maple.  The 
school  grounds  are  now  suitably  filled  with  trees. 

October  29,  1904,  the  district  received  a  geographical  collection 
from  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  through  the  intercession  of  Hon. 
John  T.  Fisher.  There  are  about  325  specimens  of  commercial 
products,  besides  numerous  photographs  and  valuable  information 
and  data. 

November  24th,  Thanksgiving  offerings  amounting  to  f  190,  were 
given  by  the  pupils,  and  distributed  among  the  needy  and  worthy 
poor.     About  one  hundred  families  were  served. 

Wednesday,  April  26,  1905,  schools  were  closed  on  account  of 
Odd  Fellows  (85th)  anniversary,  held  in  Sunbury.  An  arch  was 
erected  in  front  of  the  high  school  building,  on  which  was  hung  a 
banner  with  the  greeting,  "The  Schools  Welcome  the  Odd  Fellows." 
Each  teacher  paid  one  per  cent  (1  per  cent.)  of  one  mouth's  salary 
toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  arch  and  the  decoration  of  the 
building. 

Graduating  exercises  were  held  in  the  Chestnut  Street  Opera 
House,  May  27,  1905,  at  which  time  thirteen  boys  and  twenty-four 
girls  were  awarded  diplomas.  Dr.  Woodruff,  of  Susquehanna  Uni- 
versity, made  the  graduating  address. 

The  course  of  study  for  our  schools  has  been  made  flexible,  so  that 
no  bright  or  ambitious  pupil  need  be  held  back  in  any  way.  We  now 
have  nine  grades  below  the  high  school.  Pupils  of  more  than  aver- 
age ability  may  complete  the  work  of  these  nine  grades  in  seven 
years.  We  aim  to  give  thorough  training  in  the  common  school 
branches  before  attempting  too  much  higher  grade  work. 

The  Prize  Essays,  the  prizes  for  which  are  given  by  the  society, 
"The  Daughters  of  the  American  Kevolution,"  were  read  February 
24th,  at  which  time  the  first  prize  was  awarded  to  Walter  H.  Mann, 
and  the  second  prize  to  Minnie  E.  Brobst. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  hard  work,  but  as  I  see  it,  productive 
of  good  results  in  school  work.  Our  schools  compare  favorably 
with  the  best  schools  in  other  boroughs  having  equal  advantages. 
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More  of  our  graduates  are. entering  college  than  formerly.  The  con- 
dition of  our  schools  is  due  largely  to  the  loyal,  liberal  support  given 
by  the  board  of  directors. 


TAMAQUA— Robt.  F.  Ditchburn. 


The  term  just  ended  has  been  a  very  successful  one.  We  admitted 
1,710  pupils,  60  more  than  last  year,  and  the  highest  number  ever 
admitted  in  one  term  in  our  district.  The  progress  made  in  the 
different  branches  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

Music. 

This  has  been  taught  in  all  our  schools  by  a  special  teacher.  The 
work  here  can  hardly  be  a  success.  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  teach 
the  science  of  music  to  1,400  pupils  of  the  average  age  of  ten  years 
by  giving  one-half  hour  lesson  a  week.  If  we  must  have  music  it 
must  be  taught  as  other  branches  are  taught  and  by  the  regular 
teacher.  The  work  of  the  specialist  for  the  term  of  ten  months  has 
been  to  introduce  three  or  four  little  songs,  which  work  could  have 
been  done  by  any  one  of  our  teachers. 

The  Rod. 

I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  our  school  board  at  the  last  meeting 
took  in  my  opinion  a  backward  movement.  They  ordered  that  the 
rod  be  used  in  our  schools.  Now  for  over  twenty  years  we  have 
not  used  the  rod,  and  I  know  that  good  order,  peace  and  harmony 
have  been  in  the  ascendant  and  disobedience  and  truancy  diminished. 
Before  this  when  we  used  the  rod,  complaints  were  coming  in  almost 
every  day,  that  some  teacher  had  almost  murdered  my  little  Johnny 
and  Johnny's  mother  would  call  in  the  neighbors  to  see  the  wales 
on  his  back,  head  and  all  over  his  body,  and  gossiping  neighbors 
have  powerful  eyes  as  well  as  tongues,  they  can  see  the  thing  that 
is  not  visible.  When  Johnny's  mother  and  father  threaten  what 
they  will  do  to  the  teacher  and  Johnny  becomes  a  glorified  martyr 
and  instead  of  his  conduct  being  made  better,  the  teacher's  good 
name  and  usefulness  were,  if  not  destroyed,  very  much  impaired. 

"Boys  will  be  boys."  This  is  what  every  teacher  likes  to  see  but 
no  teacher  wants  boys  to  take  upon  them  the  actions  of  men  es- 
pecially the  actions  thai  distinguish  very  bad  men. 

If  a  boy  has  to  be  thrashed  let  his  parents  be  the  thrashers,  then 
they  will  not  call  in  their  friends  and  neighbors  to  see  the  terrible 
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waling  the  poor  child  has  suffered.  As  I  said  more  than  twenty 
years  ago  instead  of  the  rod  for  bad  conduct,  suspension  took  its 
place  and  this  last  year  out  of  855  boys  only  16  suspensions  were 
car  lied  out  and  these  only  for  the  limited  period  of  five  days.  And 
just  think  again,  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  have  pupils  that 
may  be  classed  as  good,  bad  and  worse.  I  know  that  it  is  claimed 
that  teachers  ought  to  make  all  their  pupils  good,  but  it  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  seldom,  very  seldom,  can  good  children  come  from  a 
bad  home.  If  nothing  good  could  come  out  of  Samaria  there  is  less 
chance  of  good  from  a  bad  home. 

Substitute  Teacher. 

During  this  term  we  have  had  more  sickness  among  our  teachers 
than  I  have  ever  seen  before  and  many  a  time  we  had  some  trouble 
to  get  substitutes.  At  the  beginning  of  the  term  our  board  employed 
four  substitutes  but  they  did  not  attach  any  pay.  When  we  wanted 
their  services  we  found  they  had  got  work,  regular  work,  in  some 
store  or  factory.  I  think  the  best  way  to  meet  this  difficulty  is  to 
pay  a  fixed  salary  to  the  substitutes  and  when  they  are  not  acting 
in  that  capacity  let  them  act  as  assistant  teachers.  They  will  also 
be  paid  a  certain  percentage  of  the  pay  of  the  teacher  absent.  The 
assistant  teacher  will  stand  first  for  promotion  to  the  position  of  a 
regular  teacher. 

Our  Commencement. 

On  the  27th  of  June  our  schools  closed  a  term  of  200  days.  On 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  we  held  our  high  school  commencement 
exercises.  Twenty-five  pupils  graduated  and  were  granted  diplomas, 
14  young  ladies  and  11  young  gentlemen.  The  young  ladies  were 
smart,  sweet,  pretty,  modest  and  most  beautifully  dressed  and  the 
young  gentlemen  were  manly,  bashful  and  backward,  the  beginning 
of  good  men  and  true.  The  usual  crush  was  on  hand  and  by  the 
applause  seemed  to  be  highly  pleased  and  entertained. 


TAYLOK— M.  J.  Llovd. 


The  work  of  the  year  ending  June  21,  1905,  was  marked  by  excel- 
lent results.  Substantial  advancement  in  all  the  grades  over  the 
conditions  of  the  previous  years  was  noticeable.  Teachers,  pupils 
and  parents  felt  the  onward  pulse,  and  caught  the  spirit  of  progress. 
The  pupils  especially,  have  had  their  ambitions  quickened,  and  gen- 
erally, have  manifested  considerable  anxiety  for  fear  of  not  making 
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their  grades.  Anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  and  teachers  con- 
cerning results  may  be  regarded  as  a  healthy  sign. 

A  state  of  vigorous  restlessness  that  must  be  properly  nourished 
to  be  satisfied  was  the  spirit  that  permeated  the  grade-work  this 
year. 

This  was  attained  by  the  closest  inspection  of  every  phase  of  the 
work  throughout  the  year,  and  also  to  a  close  adherence  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  to  the  work  outlined  by  the  superintendent. 

We  are  still  restless  and  hope  to  remain  so.  We  feel  and  desire, 
educationally,  a  great  deal  more  than  what  can  be  realized  by  us  in 
the  near  future. 

We  feel  that  the  educational  ideals  of  this  community  should  be 
placed  upon  a  higher  plane  so  that  it  will  support  only  such  condi- 
tions as  will  give  to  our  youth  that  stimulus  necessary  to  healthy 
child-growth. 

To  attain  such  ideals,  it  is  necessary,  that  we  have  better  buildings, 
better  sanitary  and  ventilating  conditions  throughout  the  borough; 
that  deeper  interest  and  more  earnes(  effoi  I  n-i  the  part  of  the  teach- 
ers in  their  work;  that  officials  sacrifice  their  personal  ambitions 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  child;  that  parents  and  pupils  co- 
operate with  teachers  and  officials  in  the  work  before  them. 

We  feel  thankful  for  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  grade 
work,  for  the  new  high  school  building,  with  its  complete  and  up  to 
date  equipments,  for  the  victories  that  have  been  fought  and  won  for 
higher  educational  ideals,  and  we  feel  grateful  to  the  noble  men  on 
the  board,  who  have  supported  and  carried  out  all  reasonable  sug- 
gestions that  tended  to  bring  about  those  ideals. 

Our  new  high  school  which  was  mentioned  in  my  report  last  year, 
will  be  ready  for  use  in  September.  This  building  contains  all  the 
improvements  that  is  known  in  modern  school  architecture. 

Its  total  cost  will  amount  to  about  $40,000.  John  A.  Duckworth, 
of  Scranton,  was  the  architect.  Mr.  Duckworth  has  planned  most 
of  the  school  buildings  in  and  about  Scranton.  He  has  embodied  in 
this  building  all  those  features  that  were  suggested  through  long 
experience  in  school  structure. 

With  this  building,  we  will  be  able  to  relieve  the  outlying  build- 
ings of  the  higher  grades,  thereby  making  it  possible  for  the  teachers 
in  those  schools  to  do  more  efficient  work  in  the  lower  grades. 

We  will  be  able  to  maintain  a  high  school  course  suitable  to 
the  needs  of  the  community. 

Two  courses  have  been  planned,  an  academic  course  and  a  com- 
mercial course. 

A  teacher's  professional  library  was  organized.  This  we  consider 
to  be  a  good  thing.  Each  teacher  was  expected  to  read  on  lines 
pertaining  to  her  work,  and  to  embody  the  essentials  of  the  book 
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iii  a  paper  ro  be  read  to  the  teachers  in  (lie  monthly  meetings.  By 
this  means  the  teacher's  interest  was  deepened  and  her  general 
efficiency  enhanced. 

A  goodly  number  of  books  were  bought  and  we  intend  to  add 
more  from  time  to  time. 

A  large  adition  of  books  was  also  made  to  the  general  school  li- 
brary. This  collection  of  books  should  contain  suitable  reading  for 
every  grade.     We  shall  attempt  to  have  this  done  in  the  future. 


TIT  US  VILLE— Henry  Pease. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been,  with  us,  one  of  steady  and 
regular  work,  unmarked  by  any  special  changes. 

We  have  been  particularly  encouraged  by  the  increased  attendance 
in  the  three  upper  grades  of  the  grammar  schools,  although  our 
registration,  as  a  whole,  has  remained  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
Our  pupils  seem  to  be  staying  in  school  longer.  This  is  due  to  two 
causes,  we  think:  First,  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  and  sec- 
ondly, to  a  change  in  our  plan  of  work,  by  which  we  are  giving  special 
attention  to  the  needs  of  the  slow  pupils. 

During  the  year  an  excellent  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
Fourth  ward  building,  rendering  it  one  of  the  best  in  the  city.  It  is 
a  pleasure  to  see  this  school  so  well  housed. 

At  the  recent  election  of  teachers,  all  the  salaries  in  the  grammar 
schools  were  increased  five  dollars  per  month.  A  similar  increase 
was  made  two  years  ago,  and  we  hope  the  end  is  not  yet.  This  is 
better  than  a  vain  hope  that  a  pension  law  will  sometime  be  enacted. 


TYRONE— I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 


We  note  progress  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year  both  in  an 
increased  regular  attendance  and  in  added  efficiency.  The  percent- 
age of  attendance  for  the  year  was  94.  We  lost  fewer  pupils  in 
the  seventh  and  eighth  grammar  grades  than  ever  before,  conse- 
quently the  freshman  class  in  the  high  school  will  be  greatly  aug- 
mented at  the  opening  of  the  term  next  year. 

Our  teachers  are  wide  awake  and  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  duties 
of  their  office.  Teachers'  meetings  were  regularly  held  throughout 
the  year  with  a  full  attendance.     Much  interest  was  manifest  in  a 
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teachers'  local  institute,  held  Saturday,  February  4,  1905.  Some  of 
the  subjects  discussed  were:  "How  Can  Grammar  School  Pupils  be 
Best  Fitted  for  High  School  Work?"  "Mental  Development  as  Per- 
tains to  Preparation  for  Life  Duties;"  Development  Work  in  Teach- 
ing;" "How  Prepare  Lessons;"  "Physical  Education."  The  result 
of  this  local  institute  was  easily  observed  in  the  work  of  the  teachers 
in  the  schoolroom.  Their  work  showed  a  practical  application  of 
the  deductions  derived  from  the  discussions.  It  seems  to  me  our 
teachers  have  learned  that  the  success  of  the  school  depends  more 
upon  the  individual  efforts  of  teacher  and  pupil  than  upon  the  sys- 
tem and  course  of  study  that  prevails.  When  teachers  learn  this 
we  may  be  assured  of  an  endeavor  to  reach  a  maximum  efficiency 
in  school  work. 

Thanksgiving  day  was  fittingly  observed  with  appropriate  exercises 
in  all  of  the  schools.  After  the  rendition  of  the  program  a  sub- 
stantial offering  was  made  by  the  pupils  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  charity  committee  for  disbursement.  On  the  day  preceding  the 
closing  of  the  schools  for  the  Christmas  vacation,  Christmas  exer- 
cises were  held  in  the  several  schools.  Over  seven  hundred  patrons 
and  friends  were  in  attendance.  These  exercises  were  specially  pleas- 
ing to  those  children  whose  opportunities  and  privileges  to  take  part 
in  the  celebrations  held  in  the  various  churches  were  limited.  Wash- 
ington's birthday  with  us  is  not  observed  as  a  holiday  by  closing  the 
schools,  but  in  presenting  to  the  public  a  program  replete  with  pa- 
triotism— singing  the  national  songs,  recounting  the  important 
events  in  the  building  of  our  nation,  and  biographical  essays  of  men 
both  of  local  and  national  fame.  On  this  day  we  are  favored  with 
our  greatest  number  of  visitors.  From  eight  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand visits  were  made  to  the  various  schools. 

Last  July  our  school  board  wisely  introduced  a  full  course  of  music 
into  our  schools,  and  employed  a  competent  supervisor  to  take 
charge  of  the  same.  The  work  in  this  department  has  been  wisely 
administered.  Meetings  for  instruction  in  music  of  all  teachers 
were  held  weekly.  The  hearty  co-operation  of  supervisor  and  teach- 
ers has  realized  results  beyond  the  most  favored  hoped  for  in  the 
first  year  of  its  introduction.  The  high  school  chorus  class  furnished 
the  music  for  the  commencement  exercises.  Music  should  be  taught 
from  the  lowest  school  course  and  should  receive  the  same  attention 
throughout.  Music  is  as  important  as  any  other  branch  in  the  public 
school  curriculum.  From  the  reports  of  our  teachers  on  the  subject 
of  music,  we  notice  almost  all  of  them  agree  that  "The  quality  of 
voice  in  the  pupils  has  been  greatly  improved;  the  power  of  attention 
and  concentration  has  been  increased,  and  in  many  cases  developed; 
the  disciplinary  effect  has  been  good;  interest  in  the  subject  has 
been  marked;  and  last  but  not  least  both  pupils  and  teachers  have 
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enjoyed  it."  Alter  this  our  liisl  year  in  music — and  a  year  of  Lard 
work  it  was — the  above  arc  observations  of  fact. 

During  the  summer  vacation  all  the  school  buildings  underwent 
a  series  of  needed  repairs.  A  new  system  of  drainage  was  installed 
in  the  Logan  avenue  building;  hard  wood  ceilings  put  in  each  of  the 
eight  rooms  in  the  Adams  avenue  building;  and,  owTing  to  the  back 
water  from  the  river  flooding  the  basement  of  the  Park  avenue  build- 
ing, we  were  obliged  to  disconnect  from  the  borough's  sewer  system 
and  install  an  independent  one.  Our  greatest  need  at  present  is  a 
high  school  building.  This  we  hope  to  have  in  the  near  future. 
Plans  are  being  formulated  to  that  end.  With  such  a  building  Ty- 
rone will  be  well  provided  with  substantial  buildings. 

The  general  interest  of  our  people  in  their  public  schools  was 
shown  in  the  large  attendance  at  the  commencement  exercises.  The 
baccalaureate  sermon  was  preached  Sunday  evening,  May  28,  by 
Rev.  F.  L.  Bergstresser.  On  Tuesday  evening,  May  30th,  the  fourth 
annual  junior  oratorical  contest  was  held  in  the  presence  of  a 
crowded  house  in  the  Academy  of  Music.  Prizes  to  the  value  of 
thirty  dollars  were  awarded  the  successful  contestants.  The  grad- 
uating exercises  were  held  in  the  Academy  of  Music  May  31st. 
Three  ladies  and  three  gentlemen  were  graduated  from  the  classical 
department,  and  ten  ladies  and  two  gentlemen  from  the  commercial 
department.     Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley  made  the  address. 


WAYNESBORO— J.  H.  Reber. 


The  school  work  of  the  past  year  was  not  without  embarrassment. 
During  the  year  the  principals  of  our  three  buildings  resigned  to 
engage  in  more  remunerative  employment,  and  sickness  was  preva- 
lent among  both  teachers  and  pupils,  yet  notwithstanding  we  be- 
lieve we  are  keeping  abreast  of  the  times  and  that  our  schools  are 
holding  a  prominent  place  in  the  onwrard  march  of  popular  educa- 
tion. 

During  the  past  few  years  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
subject  of  arithmetic  and  wTe  have  been  able  to  note  marked  progress 
all  along  the  line.  The  principles  of  the  subject  are  thoroughly 
taught,  the  pupils  apply  these  principles  in  making  problems,  and 
many  problems  are  given  them  to  work.  Simple  practical  problems 
are  given  to  illustrate  each  step,  and  complicated  problems,  if  given 
at  all,  are  reserved  until  the  pupil  is  thorough  in  the  principles  and 
sufficientlv  matured  for  such  work. 
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Last  year  we  reported  the  introduction  of  a  complete  commercial 
course  into  the  high  school.  The  course  is  now  fully  established, 
having  graduated  the  first  class  at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  work 
has  been  eminently  successful.  It  has  struck  a  popular  chord.  By 
extending  the  work  through  the  last  three  years  of  the  high  school 
course  it  became  necessary  to  eliminate  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
general  course  to  give  it  room. 

Vocal  music  had  been  taught  in  the  grammar  and  high  school 
grades  for  a  number  of  years  and  last  term  we  hoped  to  have  it  placed 
in  all  the  grades,  but  on  account  of  the  music  teacher's  taking  sick 
before  the  opening  of  the  term  and  not  recovering  sufficiently  to 
take  up  the  work,  it  was  abandoned  for  the  term.  Every  provision 
has  been  made  for  the  work  for  next  term  and  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  give  a  glowing  account  of  the  work  in  next  year's  report. 

On  account  of  the  proximity  and  consequent  annoyance  from  the 
shops  of  the  Geiser  Manufacturing  Company  the  board  of  education 
deemed  it  wise  to  dispose  of  the  high  school  building  and  to  build 
on  a  more  quiet  spot.  After  the  sale  had  been  made  it  was  found 
difficult  to  find  a  location  central  enough  for  the  high  school  and 
sufficiently  convenient  for  the  grade  pupils  from  the  eastern  end  of 
town,  so  it  was  determined  to  erect  two  buildings,  one  for  the  high 
school  and  the  other  for  the  grades.  These  buildings  will  be  ready 
for  the  fall  of  1906. 

General  teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  held  through 
out  the  term,  which  were  both  suggestive  and  helpful.  During  the 
last  two  terms  the  teachers  did  much  systematic  reading  and  study  of 
professional  works.  The  school  libraries  have  been  well  patronized 
by  both  teachers  and  pupils  and  many  books  are  added  each  year. 
The  books  are  selected  largely  for  the  pupils  under  the  direction  of 
the  teachers. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  was  the  highest  in  the  history  of  our 
schools,  being  a  little  above  95  per  cent,  for  the  term.  This  is  due 
to  a  certain  extent  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  our  attendance  officer. 
With  us  the  attendance  law  has  been  a  benefit.  There  are,  however, 
comparatively  few  families  to  which  the  law  has  practical  applica- 
tion— the  few  where  parents  are  careless  and  indifferent  with  respect 
to  the  best  interests  of  their  children.  Interested  parents  take  care 
of  their  children,  but  it  is  necessary  for  some  one  to  look  after  the 
children  of  the  indifferent  ones. 

Thanks  are  due  the  teachers  for  their  promptness  to  act  on  sug- 
gestions, and  to  the  directors  for  their  willingness  and  liberality  in 
providing  things  needed  for  the  advancement  of  the  schools. 
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WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  usual  activity  in  school  affairs. 
More  pupils  were  enrolled  than  before,  the  attendance  was  regular, 
and  nearly  all  the  pupils  did  their  work  willingly  and  well.  Many 
of  the  teachers  showed  a  faithfulness  and  devotion  to  the  welfare 
of  the  children  that  cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  The  zeal  and 
professional  spirit  of  the  teachers  beget  efficiency  and  success,  and 
generally  produce  a  nice  co-operation  of  the  parents  in  the  work  of 
the  school.  It  is  clearly  noticeable  that  parents  consult  with  the 
teachers  more  frequently  and  freely  than  formerly,  concerning  the 
school  duties  and  the  future  training  of  their  children. 

The  tendency  of  the  times  is,  more  and  more,  to  consider  education 
a  matter  of  great  moment,  and  the  time  of  the  children  in  school  too 
valuable  to  be  taken  for  outside  pleasure  or  work  that  is  not  abso- 
lutely necessary.  Nearly  all  parents  now  believe  that  their  chil- 
dren's school  duties  are  most  important  engagements,  which  must 
not  be  interfered  with  under  any  circumstances.  The  enforcement 
of  the  compulsory  attendance  laws  may  have  something  to  do  with 
this  prevailing  tendency;  but  more  is  it  due,  in  this  section,  to  the 
general  feeling  that  the  successful  man  or  woman  of  to-day  is  the 
one  with  at  least  the  advantages  of  a  good  high  school  course.  With- 
out it  there- is  a  heavy  handicap  in  reaching  any  position  of  trust 
or  responsibility;  while  with  a  well  rounded  education  the  chances 
for  success  in  any  vocation  are  greatly  increased. 

The  schools  in  which  there  were  regularly  assistant  teachers 
showed  great  progress,  and  comparatively  a  small  number  of  the 
pupils  failed  in  their  promotions.  The  assistants  in  these  rooms 
help  only  such  pupils  as  the  teacher  designates,  and  all  such  help 
is  given  quietly  to  the  individual  pupils.  No  matter  how  small  the 
group  to  which  there  are  explanations  given,  there  is  waste  in  energy 
and  danger  of  losing  the  interest  of  some  members.  The  assistants 
are  trained  teachers  who  know  what  directions  and  suggestions 
to  give  the  pupils;  how  to  aid  them  best  in  work  not  well  understood. 
The  teacher  can  do  more  effective  teaching  when  the  pupils  are 
all  ready  to  do  the  work  of  the  recitation,  and  they  very  seldom 
show  a  lack  of  interest  when  all  the  work  is  well  prepared  by  all 
in  the  class.  If  the  time  of  the  recitation  must  be  taken  to  help  a 
few  slow  or  irregular  pupils  the  brighter  ones  are  unduly  helped  and 
the  time  of  the  greater  number  is  wasted. 

During  the  last  four  years  strong  teachers  from  the  senior  class 
in  the  State  normal  school  have  been  drafted  to  assist  in  several 
rooms  in  the  public  schools.  The  results  show  increased  interest 
18 
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and  more  regular  attendance,  and  the  best  work.  While  the  plan 
is  similar  to  that  used  in  some  other  towns,  there  are  advantages 
here  that  are  scarcely  found  elsewhere.  In  the  choice  of  assistants 
we  select  from  nearly  two  hundred  those  who  do  excellent  work  in 
the  model  school,  and  whose  ability  to  do  the  best  teaching  in  the 
particular  grades  we  have  no  doubt. 

At  the  annual  exhibition  of  the  work  from  the  manual  departments 
of  the  schools  there  was  an  attendance  of  hundreds  of  citizens.  The 
exhibit  included  products  in  paper  folding,  weaving,  basketry,  sew- 
ing of  all  kinds,  woodwork,  drawing,  and  painting.  In  variety  and 
excellence,  the  work  was  the  best  that  has  been  produced  in  the 
schools. 

The  high  school  had  an  attendance  of  two  hundred  forty-three 
pupils,  of  whom  one  hundred  twenty-three  are  boys.  More  than 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  were  paid  into  the  district  treasury  by 
pupils  coming  from  outside  the  borough.  None  were  asked  to  come, 
and  many  were  not  admitted  on  account  of  inadequate  preparation 
or  lack  of  seating  capacity  in  the  school. 

The  school  authorities  decided  early  in  the  year  to  open  the  high 
school  rooms  in  the  evenings  of  school  days  to  give  the  pupils  the 
advantage  of  using  the  extensive  reference  .library  more  hours  of  the 
day,  and  of  coming  into  contact  with  experienced  teachers,  who 
could  at  their  leisure  direct  them  in  right  lines  of  study  and  research. 
The  plan  worked  well.  Pupil&  who  formerly  did  no  home  work  came 
out  in  the  evening  to  study  and  prepare  the  lessons  for  the  next 
day;  while  others  took  the  opportunity  to  do  needed  reference  work 
when  the  library  was  not  crowded  and  the  teachers  not  so  much 
engaged. 

It  is  believed  by  those  in  touch  with  the  work  that  this  added 
school  privilege  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction;  that  it  will  make  the 
pupils  more  able  to  use  books  to  good  advantage,  prepare  themselves 
the  better  for  further  study  and  independent  research,  and  enable 
them  to  reach  a  more  intelligent  citizenship. 

The  re-opening  of  the  public  library  is  a  boon  to  the  pupils  in  all 
the  schools,  but  most  of  all  to  those  in  the  high  school.  Judiciously 
selected  books  and  carefully  supervised  reading  are  potent  influences 
in  the  work  of  the  schools  and  in  the  formation  of  character  in  the 
pupils. 

Though  the  record  books  show  a  list  of  visitors  during  the  year 
aggregating  more  than  two  thousand,  there  are  many  parents,  as 
well  as  other  citizens,  who  do  not  see  the  schools  at  all.  The  chil- 
dren naturally  speak  of  their  lessons,  methods  of  teaching,  and  the 
teacher,  much  in  the  home  circle.  The  parents  are  interested,  but 
not  enough  of  them  show  how  much,  by  going  to  the  schools  and 
inspecting  the  work.     There  is  no  difficulty  in  filling  the  rooms  with 
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visitors  on  exhibition  and  parents'  days;  but  teachers  and  pupils 
yearn  for  the  parental  visits  during  the  ordinary  sessions  of  the 
school.  As  the  schools  grow  effective  the  public  interest  in  them, 
as  expressed  on  the  platform  and  in  the  press,  will  be  more  apparent, 
the  doors  will  be  more  widely  thrown  open  to  visitors,  and  their 
method  and  general  conduct  will  be  the  subjects  of  comment  and 
criticism. 


WILKES  BABBE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


The  school  term  for  1004-5  closed  June  lGth.  The  work  of  the 
year  is  generally  regarded  as  above  the  average.  There  are  some 
reasons  why  this  is  so.  The  opportunity  to  do  good  work  has  never 
been  better.  The  schools  were  not  seriously  interrupted  by  sick- 
ness among  the  children.  They  were  especially  free  from  contagious 
diseases,  which  usually  causes  loss  of  time  not  only  by  those  affected 
but  by  those  residing  in  the  homes.  The  teachers  seem  to  have  had 
an  intelligent  grasp  of  the  work,  and  the  patrons  rendered  more  than 
the  usual  service  in  securing  good  discipline  and  necessary  home 
preparations.  All  these  causes  contributed  in  a  large  measure  to 
securing  effective  work. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  is  an  exhibit  of  each  pupil's  work 
in  language,  drawing,  penmanship  and  general  reviews.  The  ex- 
hibit is  made  at  every  building  and  in  each  schoolroom  in  the  city. 
Every  child  is  represented  in  this  exhibit.  A  specimen  of  its  best 
work  is  given  from  the  kindergarten  to  the  high  school.  Two  days 
were  made  patrons'  day  the  closing  week  of  the  term.  Three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty-seven  visitors  were  recorded  on  these  days. 
The  exhibit  of  work  was  superior  to  any  previous  effort. 

The  classes  recommended  for  promotion  never  made  a  higher  gen 
eral  average  than  the  classes  recommended  this  year. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-two  were  advanced  from  the  grammar 
schools  to  the  high  school  and  a  class  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  was  graduated  from  the  high  school. 

Eighty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  grammar  school  pupils  were  pro- 
moted; ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  primary  grade  pupils  were  pro- 
moted; and  eighty-nine  per  cent,  of  ail  grades  were  advanced  one 
year  in  the  course. 

Nearly  one  thousand  pupils  entered  during  the  first  school  year, 
remain  over.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  the  pupils  enter 
tho  first  tirade  at  any  time  during  the  year,  or  whenever  they  become 
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six  years  of  age,  and  it  is  impossible  to  have  them  all  prepared  for 
promotion. 

The  first  year  is  a  place  to  form  classes  which,  from  the  first  year 
on,  should  advance  without  interruption  through  the  remaining  years 
of  the  course,  under  normal  conditions. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  the  classes  on  time  after  the  first 
year.  This  is  rather  a  difficult  task,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that 
we  have  only  partially  succeeded. 

The  average  age  of  pupils  shows  that  they  drop  behind  time  up  to 
the  seventh  year.  After  this  the  average  is  lowered  to  the  graduat- 
ing class,  which  graduates  a  little  under  age,  being  less  than  eighteen 
years.  The  average  age  of  boys  of  this  year's  graduating  class  is 
17.97  and  of  the  girls  17.75.  This  shows  the  boys  nearly  eighteen 
and  the  girls  one-fourth  year  under  age. 

A  study  of  these  figures  indicates  that  the  slower  pupils  are  not 
promoted  and  drop  back  and  increase  the  average  age  of  the  grade. 
They  remain  in  the  lower  grades,  increasing  the  age  of  each  grade  as 
they  pass  on,  and  finally,  in  the  higher  grades  drop  out  of  school, 
causing  the  average  age  of  the  advanced  classes  to  become  lowered. 

The  annual  report  of  principals  shows  pupils  two  or  more  years 
behind  time  as  follows:  In  the  first  year  grade,  110  boys,  70  girls; 
in  second  year  grade,  94  boys,  68  girls;  in  third  year  grade,  93  boys, 
89  girls;  in  fourth  year  grade,  89  boys,  70  girls;  in  fifth  year  grade, 
88  boys,  57  girls;  in  sixth  year  grade,  72  boys,  40  girls;  in  seventh 
year  grade,  51  boys,  20  girls;  and  in  the  eighth  year  grade,  19  boys, 
22  girls. 

There  are  pupils  enrolled  in  the  grades  as  follows:  First  year, 
2,343;  second  year,  1,112;  third  year,  1,069;  fourth  year,  920;  fifth 
year,  758;  sixth  year,  691;  seventh  year,  515;  and  eighth  year,  315. 

The  problem  I  see  in  these  figures  is  to  create  the  conditions  that 
shall  bring  the  1,112,  starting  the  second  year,  through  the  following 
grades,  and  the  eighth  grade,  practically  on  time,  without  serious 
diminution  of  numbers. 

If  this  can  be  done,  not  absolutely  but  generally,  the  children  will 
complete  the  entire  elementary  course  up  to  the  high  school,  before 
they  are  permitted  to  work  under  the  present  factory  laws.  This 
will  be  a  great  gain  in  general  intelligence  and  culture  to  every 
community  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  school  population  as  registered  in  the  schools  grew  A'ery  rap- 
idly from  1890  to  1900,  increasing  each  year  from  four  to  five  hun- 
dred. Since  1900  no  special  increase  is  shown  by  the  school  enroll- 
ment up  to  the  present  year.  This  year's  report  shows  an  increase 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  over  last  year,  in  enrollment. 

The  number  of  schools  since  1900  has  increased  from  174  to  193. 
This  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  with  practically  the  same 
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population  was  necessary  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  condition  which 
existed  at  the  time.  Three  kindergartens  have  also  been  organized 
in  the  meantime. 

The  interest  in  the  day  schools,  both  by  pupils  and  people,  is  all 
that  can  fairly  be  desired,  but  the  matter  is  quite  reverse  in  the 
evening  schools.  The  enrollment  is  usually  large  at  the  beginning, 
but  soon  drops  off,  and  some  of  the  schools  are  closed  for  want  of 
proper  attendance  long  before  the  time  for  general  closing. 

The  evening  manual  training  school  has  become  a  very  interesting 
school,  but  not  a  large  school;  fifty  were  enrolled  during  the  term. 
The  work  done  by  the  evening  classes  compared  very  favorably  with 
the  classes  in  tbe  high  school. 

The  special  supervisors,  Miss  Elizabeth  Weir,  of  drawing;  Mr. 
David  James,  of  vocal  music,  report  the  work  of  their  departments 
in  very  satisfactory  condition. 

The  high  school  has  done  its  work  in  the  usual  thorough  and  pro- 
gressive way  and  is  maintaining  its  well  earned  reputation  of  ex- 
cellence as  the  head  of  the  city  school  system. 

Every  possible  effort  is  being  made  that  intelligence,  thoughful- 
ness,  and  sincerity  of  purpose  can  make  to  have  the  public  schools 
of  this  city  stand  as  a  positive  factor  in  the  culture  of  the  community. 


WILKIXSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


For  another  year,  the  schools  under  my  supervision  have  moved 
forward  steadily  and  quietly.  Faithful  work  was  done  by  all  the 
members  of  the  teaching  force  and  the  pupils  seemed  to  catch  the 
sprit  of  the  teachers  and  the  result  was  satisfactory  to  the  school 
officials.  Co-operation  of  all  the  forces  of  the  school  system  made 
the  work  pleasant  and  efficient. 

The  salaries  in  the  grades  were  not  changed  this  year  but  the  teach- 
ers in  the  high  school  received  an  advance  of  about  ten  per  cent, 
which  makes  the  highest  salary  for  teachers  of  that  department  flOO 
and  the  lowest  $85  per  month.  There  was  one  teacher  added  to  the 
high  school  faculty,  which  makes  a  faculty  of  six  teachers  and  a 
principal.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  for  the  entire  year  is 
185,  70  male  and  115  female  pupils.  There  were  14  boys  and  18  girls 
in  the  graduating  class  which  is  the  last  class  in  the  old  course. 
There  will  be  no  graduates  next  year  as  the  course  has  been  made 
four  vears  instead  of  three. 
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The  entire  enrollment  in  the  grades  was  2,423,  1,150  male  and 
1,273  female  pupils  and  of  these  85  qualified  for  high  school  and 
most  of  them  will  enter  it  next  September. 

The  Wilkinsburg  teachers  attended  the  Allegheny  County  Teach- 
ers' Institute  and  were  accorded  the  same  privileges  and  exactions 
as  the  teachers  of  the  county.  Institutes  and  teachers'  meetings 
were  held  in  various  buildings  in  the  borough  during  the  year  and 
they  were  all  well  attended  by  teachers  and  directors.  Grade  meet- 
ings and  principals'  meetings  were  held  at  regular  intervals  through- 
out the  year  and  the  harmony  and  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the 
teachers  and  principals  was  a  marked  feature  of  these  meetings. 

In  November  the  Semple  school,  a  new  building  in  the  First  ward, 
was  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremony.  The  board  of  directors 
and  teachers  were  assisted  in  that  event  by  Samuel  Hamilton,  Super- 
intendent' of  Allegheny  county,  John  Morrow,  Superintendent  of 
Allegheny  city,  and  Grant  Norris,  Superintendent  of  Braddock.  The 
new  building  was  occupied  during  the  entire  term  and  ten  of  the 
twelve  rooms  were  filled  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  schools  have  had  about  the  same  enrollment  this  year  as  last 
but  the  classification  is  such  that  more  room  hag  been  required  and 
we  have  not  been  required  to  have  so  many  pupils  in  a  room.  The 
school  board  is  taking  steps  to  secure  available  ground  in  the  differ- 
ent wards  so  that  buildings  may  be  erected  as  demanded.  It  seems 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  high 
school  at  the  earliest  time  possible  and  it  is  probable  that  a  building 
will  be  erected  for  this  department  within  a  year. 

The  year's  work  has  been  successful  and  I  think  that  the  schools 
a,re  keeping  pace  with  the  demands  of  the  times  but  it  is  hard  to 
measure  the  good  that  has  been  accomplished  and  so  easy  to  find  de- 
fects that  one  hardly  dare  make  an  unqualified  statement  concerning 
the  work.  It  is  safe,  however,  to  strive  for  greater  achievements  and 
to  pray  for  better  results. 


WILLIAMSPORT— Chas.  Lose. 


The  amount  of  professional  work  done  by  our  teachers  during  the 
last  year  was  probably  larger  than  usual.  The  annual  institute  held 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  under  the  instruction  of  three 
of  the  ablest  educators  of  the  country  who  furnished  the  various 
grades  of  teachers  with  material  for  work  along  many  lines  of  ad- 
vanced thought  in  the  educational  field.  The  instruction  of  the 
annual  institute  was  carried  over  to  the  monthly  institutes  where  it 
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was  discussed  in  detail  with  a  view  to  applying  it  ;is  closely  as  possi- 
ble to  the  work  of  the  schools.  Considerable  time  of  the  monthly  in 
stitutes  was  given  to  the  discussion  of  the  best  means  of  economiz- 
ing time  in  the  day's  work  of  the  school,  and  a  part  of  each  program 
was  devoted  to  the  review  of  some  new  book  on  teaching  and  to  re- 
ports of  committees.  Each  of  the  following  subjects  was  also  dis- 
cussed before  the  monthly  institute  in  from  one  to  five  talks:  Music, 
penmanship,  written  English,  essentials  in  elementary  algebra,  pro- 
vincialisms in  speech,  the  germ  theory  of  disease,  and  the  prevention 
of  tuberculosis. 

The  time  of  the  monthly  grade  meetings  was  given  chiefly  to  the 
discussion  of  means  for  improving  the  work  of  the  grade.  Some 
classes  were  taught  and  the  teaching  criticised,  a  number  of  books 
on  methods  were  reviewed,  and  a  large  list  of  questions  touching 
nearly  every  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  grade  was  discussed. 
The  meetings  of  each  of  the  three  primary  grades  were  particularly 
well  managed  and  the  work  done  was  especially  helpful  to  the 
younger  teachers  of  these  grades.  The  monthly  meetings  of  prin- 
cipals were  occupied  almost  exclusively  with  questions  of  supervi- 
sion and  administration. 

In  addition  to  the  work  done  by  the  teachers  in  the  various 
teachers'  meetings  and  through  their  committees,  something  should 
be  said  of  the  professional  reading  done  during  the  year.  A  list 
of  books  made  by  the  principals  from  the  reports  of  their  teachers 
at  the  end  of  the  year  shows  that  365  books  bearing  directly  on  the 
subject  of  teaching  had  been  read  and  studied,  an  average  of  three 
books  to  a  teacher.  This  list  contains  the  titles  of  many  of  the  re- 
cent books  on  methods  of  teaching  as  well  as  the  titles  of  books  in 
almost  every  department  of  school  work,  showing  that  many  teachers 
are  working  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  in  their  profession  and  at 
the  same  time  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  methods  and  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  branches  they  are  teaching. 

The  work  of  the  teachers'  committees  also  deserves  especial  men- 
tion. There  are  eleven  of  these  committees,  including  in  all  about 
seventy  teachers.  All  of  their  work  is  reported  to  the  Teachers'  In- 
stitute and  in  this  way  is  made  to  benefit  every  teacher  and  school. 
During  the  year  the  committee  on  child  study  directed  the  tests  of 
the  ears  and  eyes  of  about  five  thousand  pupils.  These  tests  led 
the  parents  of  several  hundred  children  to  consult  physicians  about 
the  defective  sight  or  hearing  of  their  children  and  in  many  cases  the 
children  were  so  much  benefited  by  treatment  that  there  was  a 
marked  improvement  in  their  school  w?ork.  The  tests  also  gave 
many  teachers  such  knowledge  of  certain  pupils  as  was  absolutely 
necessary  in  order  to  do  the  best  that  could  be  done  for  them.  Lack 
of  experience  with  such  work  made  these  tests  less  valuable  than 
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they  would  have  been  if  made  b}^  persons  of  more  skill  and  exper- 
ience, but  there  is  no  doubt  that  much  good  was  accomplished 
through  them  and  an  excellent  start  made  toward  a  closer  inspec- 
tion and  greater  care  of  the  physical  condition  of  the  child  at  school. 
The  Science  Committee  prepared  outlines  in  nature  study  for  the 
different  grades;  directed  field  excursions  of  teachers  and  their 
classes  who  wished  to  study  land  and  water  forms,  trees,  flowers, 
birds,  rocks,  soil,  etc.,  and  the  various  manufacturing  industries  of 
the  district;  and  furnished  help  to  many  teachers  who  were  making 
natural  history  collections,  aquaria  and  school  gardens.  This  com- 
mittee also  organized  a  class  of  twenty  teachers  which  met  every 
other  week  for  the  study  of  dynamic  geology  and  which  took  five 
field  excursions  to  study  the  geology  of  the  district  and  gave  one 
illustrated  lecture  on  the  subject  to  the  teachers  and  advanced  pupils 
of  the  schools.  The  Lecture  Committee  arranged  a  course  of  five 
illustrated  lectures  for  the  pupils,  teachers  and  patrons  of  the 
schools.  These  lectures  were  on  the  following  subjects:  Hiawatha, 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  Switzerland,  The  Life  Saving  Ser- 
vice, and  Popular  Astronomy.  The  committee  assisted  with  the 
illustrated  lecture  on  art  given  in  connection  with  the  art  exhibit 
and  with  several  free  lectures  on  subjects  from  history  and  geo- 
graphy, delivered  before  the  teachers  and  advanced  pupils  of  the 
schools.  The  receipts  of  the  committee  amounted  to  $291.46  and  the 
expenditures  to  $203.97,  leaving  a  balance  of  $87.49,  of  which  about 
$35  was  expended  for  slides  for  a  new  lecture  on  history  and  another 
on  geography.  More  than  three  thousand  persons  attended  these 
lectures,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  the  benefits  resulting 
to  the  schools  from  the  work  of  this  committee.  The  Art  Committee 
managed  the  Campbell  Art  Exhibit  held  in  the  high  school  room  dur- 
ing the  first  week  in  March,  from  the  proceeds  of  which  fifty-two  pic- 
tures were  purchased  for  the  schools.  This  exhibit  differed  from  the 
two  given  other  years.  It  was  planned  to  show  the  progress  of  art 
from  the  kindergarten  through  the  elementary  grades  and  the  high 
school  to  the  art  school  or  institute.  It  showed  the  practical  side 
of  art  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  had  much  educational  value, 
and  was  of  great  benefit  to  the  teachers  and  the  pupils.  The  evening 
lectures  on  art  with  the  criticisms  of  the  pictures  displayed  and  the 
story  of  the  artists'  lives  were  particularly  interesting  and  profitable. 
Our  school  rooms  now  contain  pictures  worth  in  all  about  $1,500 
which  have  been  procured  mainly  through  the  unceasing  efforts  of 
this  committee.  The  Physical  Culture  Committee  investigated  the 
work  of  the  schools  of  each  building  in  physical  culture  and  found  it 
better  done  than  ever  before.  It  is  through  the  work  of  this  com- 
mittee that  so  much  attention  lias  been  given  to  the  games  of  the 
pupils  both  outside  and  indoors,  that  books  for  teachers  bearing  on 
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this  line  of  work  have  been  added  to  the  pedagogical  department  of 

the  library,  and  thai  a  class  of  more  than  forty  teachers  have  been 
organized  to  receive  instruct  ion  this  coming  year  at  the  woman's 
gymnasium,  this  instruction  to  include  such  normal  training  as  will 
indirectly  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  pupils  of  these  teachers.  The 
annual  reports  of  the  Physical  Culture  Committee  have  always  been 
among  the  most  instructive  papers  presented  to  our  monthly  insti- 
tue.  The  Music  Committee  assisted  the  supervisor  of  music  in  the 
preparation  of  the  Cantata  given  by  some  250  pupils  in  the  opera 
house,  May  12th,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
netting  about  $160,  and  arranged  the  music  for  the  lecture  course 
and  other  public  gatherings;  the  Library  Committee  prepared  a  list 
of  all  the  literary  selections  taught  in  the  schools  and  made  a  report 
on  the  same  to  the  institute  with  recommendations;  the  History  Com- 
mittee prepared  for  the  monthly  institute  talks  on  the  following  sub- 
jects: Alexander  Hamilton,  Senator  Hoar,  Conditions  in  Kussia,  and 
Great  Events  of  the  Year;  the  Committee  on  School  Management  and 
the  one  on  Pedagogy,  selected  the  questions  for  general  discussion 
by  the  institute  and  the  books  to  be  reviewed  including  "Laing's 
Manual  on  Reading,"  Hall's  "Adolescence,"  and  Brigham's  '"Geo- 
graphic Influence  in  American  History,''  and  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
hibits advised  with  teachers  concerning  the  display  of  the  work  of 
the  schools  on  Visitors'  Day. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


One  two-story  brick  building,  containing  twelve  school  and  four 
recitation  rooms,  was  erected  during  the  year.  It  replaces  an  old 
eight-room  structure,  and  will  be  completed  by  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber. 

Whilst  the  urgent  demand  for  a  proportionately  larger  amount 
of  money  for  school  equipment  and  efficient  teachers  has  not  been 
sufficiently  recognized,  the  indications  are  that,  in  the  near  future, 
more  money  will  be  available  for  these  purposes. 

Teachers  and  superintendent  labored  during  the  year  to  improve 
results,  rather  than  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  course  of  study.  Re- 
sults were  apparent,  but  not  wholly  satisfactory. 

The  public  library,  located  in  the  high  school  building,  containing 
seven  thousand  volumes,  has  been  patronized  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  small  number  of  books  on  its  shelves.  The  extent  to  which 
it  is  frequented,  strikingly  suggests  the  educational  value  of  the  pub- 
lic library  to  every  city. 
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Reports  of  Principals 

OF 

State  Normal  Schools. 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


Geo.  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the 
West  Chester  State  Normal  School.  The  total  attendance  of  differ- 
ent students  in  the  normal  department  for  the  year  was  792,  and  in 
the  model  school  250,  making  a  total  enrollment  in  both  departments 
of  1,042,  a  little  smaller  aggregate  than  I  reported  to  you  one  year 
ago,  although  a  larger  proportion  of  the  students  remained  through 
the  whole  year,  and  the  constant  attendance,  therefore,  has  been 
larger  than  ever  before.  The  applications  from  students  at  a  dis- 
tance is  now  much  greater  all  through  the  year  than  the  school 
dormitories  will  accommodate.  Last  year  one  hundred  or  more 
students  were  obliged  to  board  in  the  town  throughout  the  entire 
year,  and  many  more  would  have  come  if  they  could  have  been  ac- 
commodated in  the  school  buildings.  Pressure  for  admission  con- 
tinues to  be  very  great,  and  the  school  will  probably  be  even  larger 
next  year. 

The  outgrowth  of  the  school's  facilities  in  almost  every  direction 
has  obliged  our  trustees  to  plan  fur  a  large  increase  in  the  school's 
buildings  and  equipment.  As  a  first  step  towards  this  they  have  con- 
tracted for  the  erection  of  a  new  laundry  and  boiler  plant  building. 
50  by  100  feet  in  size,  which  will  be  located  upon  grounds  separated 
from  the  main  campus,  which  were  purchased  a  few  years  ago  in 
connection  with  the  school's  athletic  grounds.  This  plant  will  be 
connected  with  the  different  school  buildings  and  they  with  each 
other  by  large  tunnels  through  which  steam  and  electricity  will  be 
conducted  for  heating  and  lighting  the  buildings.  The  tunnels  can 
also  be  used  for  passage  when  necessary.      It  is  hoped  to  have  these 
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finished  during  the  present  season,  and  to  install  a  larger  and  more 
complete  laundry,  heal  and  light  plan!  during  the  coming  year. 
These  departments  of  the  school  have  been  completely  outgrown. 
Other  improvements  are  urgently  needed  and  will  be  completed  as 
fast  as  the  school's  resources  will  permit. 

Last  year  I  reported  certain  statistics  concerning  the  graduating 
•  lass.  1  have  compiled  similar  statistics  for  the  class  which  has 
just  graduated.  The  total  number  in  the  recent  graduating  class 
was  1G2.  Of  these  88  were  graduates  of  high  schools,  38  of  these 
high  schools  having  four  years'  courses,  46  three  years'  courses,  aud 
4  of  them  two  years'  courses.  Others  had  had  partial  courses  in  higb 
schools  or  had  graduated  from  or  attended  some  of  the  best  private 
schools  in  the  State.  The  average  attendance  of  the  students  here 
or  at  other  normal  schools  was  112^  wreeks,  or  more  than  two  and 
four-fifths  years.  Their  average  age  was  20^  years.  All  but  three  of 
these  graduates  intend  to  teach  during  the  coming  year,  and  of  these 
three,  two  will  attend  other  instiutions  of  learning.  Eighteen  of  the 
graduates  were  experienced  teachers.  These  statistics  will  be  found 
to  agree  almost  exactly  with  those  reported  last  year,  confirming  the 
statement  then  made,  that  these  statistics  were  not  unusual,  and  em- 
phasizing the  deductions  made  last  year  that  the  graduates  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Normal  Schools  are  required  to  spend  a  sufficient 
time  to  complete  the  course  satisfactorily,  that  they  are  graduated  at 
a  sufficiently  mature  age  to  begin  teaching,  and  that  with  rare  ex- 
ceptions they  fulfill  the  purpose  of  the  State  in  the  establishment  of 
normal  schools,  by  teaching. 

One  of  the  public  schools  of  West  Chester  continues  to  serve  as 
a  model  school,  and  the  superintendent  of  schools  continues  to  be 
principal  of  our  model  school.  This  arrangement  continues  to  be 
satisfactory  and  of  great  advantage  to  our  graduates  in  their  better 
preparation  for  the  actual  work  of  the  school  room.  In  addition  to 
the  work  in  the  model  school,  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  senior 
class  served  as  assistants  in  the  other  public  schools  of  West  Ches- 
ter, each  such  senior  spending  one-half  of  a  day  for  a  third  of  the 
school  year  in  one  of  the  schools  of  the  town.  They  assisted  the 
regular  teachers  in  their  school  work  and  discipline,  drilled  back- 
ward pupils  and  those  who  had  been  compelled  to  be  absent  from 
school,  served  as  substitutes  for  the  regular  teachers  in  case  of 
need,  and  made  themselves  generally  helpful.  This  has  been  found 
to  be  of  great  advantage  both  to  the  schools  and  to  the  seniors  and  is 
growing  in  favor. 

Our  library  continues  to  be  much  used  and  of  great  value  in  our 
work.  During  the  past  year  we  added  1,203,  making  the  whole  num- 
ber of  books  in  the  library  14,684.  A  notable  addition  to  the  library 
was  the  collection  of  Chester  county  books  and  pamphlets  which  Mr. 
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H.  Rush  Kervey,  of  West  Chester,  has  been  gathering  for  many  years. 
It  embraces  more  than  six  hundred  bound  books,  several  thousand 
pamphlets,  and  many  thousands  of  newspapers,  all  written  by  Ches- 
ter county  authors  or  pertaining  to  the  county  or  its  people,  which, 
in  connection  with  a  similar  collection  already  in  the  school's  posses 
sion,  forms  a  complete  and  valuable  local  bibliographical  collection. 
A  new  four  and  a  half  inch  telescope,  made  by  Brashear,  has  been 
added  to  the  school's  equipment,  as  well  as  a  second  electric  project- 
ing lantern  and  considerable  other  scientific  apparatus.  The  growth 
of  the  school  has  necessitated  the  division  of  some  departments  and 
the  employment  of  additional  teachers,  which  have  added  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  school's  work.  A  number  of  our  classes,  however, 
are  still  larger  than  they  should  be,  and  there  is  need  of  further  in- 
crease in  our  faculty  and  class  rooms  which  we  hope  we  may  soon  be 
able  to  supply. 


SECOND  DISTRICT— MILLERSVILLE. 


Eliphalet  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for 
the  fifty-first  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  fall  term  of  1904  was  717;  the  winter 
term,  734;  and  the  spring  term  of  1905,  1,019.  The  total  number  of 
graduates  receiving  the  first  diploma  in  the  regular  course  was  94; 
ten  were  graduated  in  the  first  year  of  the  supplementary  course,  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  bachelor  of  pedagogics;  and  five  completed  the 
second  year  of  the  supplementary  course,  and  received  the  degree  of 
master  of  pedagogics.  All  of  these  persons  except  three  attended 
the  normal  school  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  to  teach  at  once  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  State.  Three  of  the  graduates  entered  col- 
lege. One,  who  had  taught  in  the  public  schools  for  several  years, 
entered  a  medical  college;  one  entered  the  freshman  class  and  one 
the  sophomore  class  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  Eighty-six 
graduates  had  not  previously  completed  the  elementary  course.  The 
average  age  of  these  graduates  at  the  time  of  graduation  was  twenty- 
one  years  and  one  month.  Their  average  attendance  was  133.5  weeks, 
or  three  years  and  a  third.  The  attendance  of  the  school  was  larger 
than  that  of  any  previous  year.  Our  buildings  were  entirely  full, 
and  large  numbers  of  students  boarded  in  the  village,  while  a  great 


No.  5.  STATE   NORMAL,   SCHOOLS.  257 

many  ladies  did  not  come  to  Millersville  for  lack  of  accommodations. 

oui'  .students,  as  a  rule,  were  well  behaved  in  all  respects,  and  made 
excellent  progress  in  their  studies. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1855,  the  normal  school  at  .Millersville  had 
its  beginning  as  a  twelve  weeks'  institute,  but  before  the  close  of 
its  first  session  it  had  assumed  the  name  of  the  Lancaster  County 
Normal  School,  and  steps  were  taken  to  organize  it  into  a  permanent 
institution.  In  the  fall  of  1855,  it  re-opened  its  doors,  and  has  con- 
tinued without  a  break  ever  since,  if  we  except  the  sudden  scattering 
of  its  students  when,  in  the  summer  of  1863,  the  Confederates  in- 
vaded the  State,  and  the  principal  of  the  school  raised  a  regiment 
for  the  defense  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  which,  as  the  catalogue  of 
that  year  announced,  "were  two  professors  of  the  institution  and  a 
large  number  of  students."  On  this  date  the  normal  school  system 
of  Pennsylvania  may  be  said  to  have  had  its  beginning.  The  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  school  was  appropriately  celebrated  on  the  17th 
of  April,  1905,  with  interesting  addresses  by  Dr.  X.  C.  Schaeffer, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Edward  Brooks,  super- 
intendent of  schools  of  Philadelphia,  and  principal  of  this  school  from 
1855  to  1866,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Stahr,  president  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College.  The  anniversary  exercises  were  continued  during  com- 
mencement week. 

After  all  is  said,  the  standing  of  a  school  is  determined  by  the 
strength  of  its  faculty.  Buildings  and  school  appliances  are  neces 
sary,  but  neither  buildings  nor  school  appliances  will  make  a  school. 
It  is  the  faculty  that  gives  the  school  character.  Our  faculty  have 
been  devoted  to  the  highest  interests  of  the  normal  school  and  of 
public  education.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  nearly  all  the  leading  teach- 
ers remain  in  the  service  of  the  school.  The  most  important  change 
was  the  resignation  of  Miss  Taylor,  who  for  many  years  was  the 
efficient  superintendent  of  the  model  school.  The  authorities  were 
very  fortunate  in  securing  for  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the 
model  school,  Prof.  P.  Monroe  Harbold,  who  taught  here  several 
years  and  subsequently  graduated  at  Franklin  and  Marshall  College 
and  at  Harvard  University.  The  trustees  spend  much  time  in  super- 
vising and  directing  the  material  interests  of  the  institution.  The 
board  of  trustees  is  practically  a  permanent  body,  very  few  vacan- 
cies occurring  in  the  board.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  render  our 
business  methods  more  effective  by  the  employment  of  a  business 
manager.  Among  his  duties,  he  acts  as  purchasing  agent  for  the 
school.  The  various  committees  of  the  board  recommend  to  the 
board  such  purchases  as  are  necessary  and  supervise  the  purchases 
made  by  the  business  manager.  It  is  believed  that  this  change  is  in 
the  interest  of  economy.  As  I  stated  a  year  ago  in  my  report,  the 
increased  cost  of  living  makes  it  impossible  to  run  a  great  institution 
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like  this,  with  its  constantly  increasing  demands  for  better  facilities 
for  education,  at  the  low  rates  now  charged  for  tuition  and  boarding. 
Our  experience  for  years  shows  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  normal 
schools  of  the  State  to  increase  their  rates  for  boarding  (which  at 
this  school  are  now  $3.50  a  week  for  boarding,  room,  heat,  light,  laun- 
dry, etc.),  and  also  to  urge  upon  the  State  a  substantial  increase  in 
the  State  appropriation  to  teachers,  now  $1.50  a  week.  The  normal 
system  is  the  heart  of  the  public  school  system.  Every  dollar  ex- 
pended by  the  State  upon  normal  schools  is  returned  many  times  over 
to  the  State  through  the  public  schools. 

There  should  be  as  high  a  professional  standard  as  possible  re 
quired  of  our  normal  schools.  It  is  important  that  our  graduates 
should  be  well  grounded  in  the  academic  branches,  but  it  is  more  im- 
portant that  they  should  receive  a  high  degree  of  special  training. 
Millersville  offers  her  students  eighteen  courses  in  methods  before 
they  reach  the  senior  year.  A  student  who  remains  with  us  four 
years,  as  many  do,  takes  these  eighteen  courses.  One  who  remains 
with  us  three  years,  as  the  majority  of  graduates  do,  takes  twelve 
courses  before  entering  the  senior  class.  Students  who  graduate  in 
two  years,  as  we  try  to  have  graduates  of  good  high  schools  do,  re 
ceive  six  courses  in  methods  before  beginning  the  work  of  the 
senior  year.  During  the  entire  senior  year  our  students  spend  at 
least  two  school  hours  a  day  in  the  model  school;  one  in  definite, 
practical  instruction  in  the  principles  of  education  and  in  methods 
of  teaching,  and  one  in  actual  practice  teaching.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  a  normal  school  has  too  many  students  when  its  model  school 
cannot  furnish  at  least  this  amount  of  actual  practice.  The  middle 
class  are  expected  to  "observe"  under  instruction  the  classes  of  the 
model  school  during  part  of  the  spring  term  of  their  middle  year,  so 
that  they  will  begin  the  work  of  teaching  in  the  senior  year  with  a 
definite  knowledge  of  what  they  are  to  do.  Last  year  we  introduced 
a  new  feature  in  normal  school  work.  A  model  country  school  was 
held  in  a  room  provided  and  furnished  for  the  purpose  in  our  model 
school  building.  It  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  skilled  teacher,  who 
has  made  quite  a  reputation  in  teaching  in  a  country  school,  and  was 
conducted  long  enough  for  our  seniors  to  study  the  methods  of 
management  and  instruction  in  a  country  school.  This  new  feature 
proved  of  great  value  to  our  students  and  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention outside  of  our  own  school.  A  prominent  educator  from  Eng- 
land who  was  in  America  to  study  school  systems,  and  who  visited 
Millersville  referred  to  it  in  his  report  made  after  his  return  to  Eng- 
land. We  try  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  object  of  the  nor- 
mal school,  especially  in  Pennsylvania,  is  to  train  teachers  for  ele- 
mentary public  schools.  The  "regular  course"  of  study,  which  fits  stu- 
dents to  take  charge  of  township  high  schools,  is  working  admirably 
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with  us.  It  would  be  a  misfortune  to  make  any  great  modification  in 
the  course  at  the  present  time,  unless  it  should  be  to  allow  students 
to  substitute  German  and  French  for  Latin  in  the  junior  year,  as  can 
now  be  done  in  the  middle  and  senior  years.  The  rapid  establishment 
of  township  schools  in  this  part  of  the  Commonwealth  is  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  fact  that  most  normal  school  graduates  are  pre 
pared  to  take  charge  of  township  high  schools.  A  few  years  ago  Mil- 
lersville  started  in  connection  with  the  model  school  a  small  school 
garden.  It  was  too  small  to  be  of  practical  benefit  to  the  school.  Last 
year  a  tract  of  ground  adjoining  the  model  school  grounds,  and  large 
enough  to  have  forty-five  beds  of  good  size,  was  taken  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  experiment  was  highly  successful,  the  children  being  very 
much  interested  in  the  work,  and  learning  more  of  nature  than  they 
could  have  learned  in  any  other  way. 

The  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania  made  a  creditable  showing 
at  the  St.  Louis  Universal  Exposition.  Millersville  received  a  gold 
medal  for  an  exhibit  of  publications  written  by  students  and  teach- 
ers; a  silver  medal  for  students'  work,  and  in  connection  with  the 
other  normal  schools  of  the  State  a  gold  medal  for  the  general  exhibit 
made  by  them. 

•  Pennsylvania  has  reason  to  congratulate  herself  upon  her  system 
of  public  schools.  It  is  not  perfect — no  live,  growing  thing  can  be 
perfect — but  under  the  wise  administration  of  our  distinguished 
State  Superintendent,  and  the  many  able  county  and  city  superinten- 
dents, the  schools  are  meeting  the  demands  made  upon  them  by  the 
various  activities  and  industries  of  the  State.  In  this  onward  move- 
ment the  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania  are  endeavoring  to  perform 
their  part  conscientiously  and  efficiently.  As  I  stated  in  a  former 
report,  I  believe  the  time  has  come  when  the  normal  schools  should 
devote  their  entire  energies  to  the  preparation  of  teachers.  When 
this  step  is  taken,  they  will  be  even  more  efficient  in  the  future  than 
they  are  at  present. 


THIRD   DISTRICT— KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  Rothermel,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1904-.~  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the 
history  of  the  Keystone  State  Normal  School.  Our  senior  class 
numbered  97.     Thirtv-nine  alumni  of  the  school  were  in  attendance 
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pursuing  advanced    courses   of   study,   aud   twenty-nine    completed 
the  work  for  college  entrance. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  facts  was  the  fine  spirit  of  the  students, 
and  their  strength  of  character.  Normal  schools  are  not  looked  upon 
as  reformatories,  and  the  rogues  of  the  land  do  not  apply  for  admis- 
sion. Teachers  and  those  preparing  to  teach  realize  that  the  people 
among  whom  they  labor  judge  the  teacher  not  only  by  a  high  stand- 
ard of  scholarship,  but  also  by  a  high  standard  of  character.  The 
spirit  of  rowdyism  prevailing  in  a  large  number  of  institutions  has 
never  secured  a  foothold  in  normal  schools. 

The  new  course  of  study  is  giving  very  satisfactory  results.  The 
advanced  scholarship  now  required  has  added  greatly  to  the  literary 
and  cultural  work  of  the  school.  The  exercises  of  the  literary  so- 
cieties are  of  a  higher  character,  and  the  commencement  essays  and 
orations  give  evidence  of  the  finer  training  of  the  student.  The 
work  of  the  student  teachers  in  the  model  school  is  more  efficient. 
Directors  are  beginning  to  recognize  this  higher  efficiency,  and  the 
demand  for  graduates  usually  exceeds  the  supply. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  commercial  teachers  in 
the  high  schools  of  large  cities  is  increasing,  the  Keystone  State  Nor 
mal  School  has  established  a  commercial  department,  and  made  pro- 
vision for  the  thorough  preparation  and  training  of  such  normal 
graduates  as  show  a  preference  for  commercial  work.  Only  those 
who  have  enjoyed  the  opportunities  for  good  academic  training  are 
permitted  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  this  course.  Prof.  H.  T.  Stein. 
the  head  of  this  department,  is  doing  very  efficient  work,  and  under 
his  careful  direction  and  guidance  a  number  of  alumni  have  been  pre- 
pared to  take  charge  of  the  commercial  departments  in  high  schools, 
and  are  now  holding  good  positions,  and  filling  them  very  acceptably. 

Athletic  sports  have  doubtless  come  to  our  schools  to  stay,  at 
least,  for  a  good  many  years.  If  this  is  correct  the  attitude  of  the 
faculty  toward  them  should  not  be  that  of  hostility,  not  even  of  in- 
difference. However,  if  athletic  sports  are  to  develop  the  moral 
qualities  of  self-control,  self-reliance,  courage,  etc.,  it  is  necessary 
that  these  sports  should  be  regulated.  Unless  men  of  poise  and  good 
judgment  select  the  players  for  the  teams  several  inferior  men  will 
likely  be  chosen,  and  frequent  defeats  will  necessarily  follow.  This 
matter  of  regulating  athletics  was  one  of  the  problems  that  con- 
fronted us  for  years.  The  beginning  of  the  year,  however,  we  vir- 
tually solved  it  by  the  appointment  of  an  advisory  board.  This  board 
consists  of  two  members  of  the  faculty  and  three  students  appointed 
by  the  Athletic  Association.  This  board  selects  the  players,  arranges 
the  schedules,  purchases  athletic  goods,  etc.  The  advisory  board 
has  worked  wonders  during  the  year,  and  has  given  us  reason  to  ex- 
pect still  greater  things  in  the  future.    We  are  fold  that  athletics  is 
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playing  to  win.  This,  however,  ought  not  to  mean  that  games  must 
be  won  by  foul  means  if  fair  means  fail.  There  is  a  growing  con- 
sciousness that  it  is  infinitely  better  to  lose  fairly  than  to  win  un- 
fairly. There  is  very  little  hope  for  fairness  as  long  as  professional- 
ism continues,  and  for  this  reason  if  for  no  other  professionalism 
ought  to  be  eliminated  from  athletics. 

A  pleasant  incident  of  the  year  was  the  privilege  we  enjoyed  of 
entertaining  the  members  of  the  State  Educational  Association  when, 
six  hundred  strong,  they  visited  our  school  on  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday,  July  11.  We  tried  to  make  them  welcome  and  are  glad  to 
learn  that  we  were  at  least  measurably  successful,  judging  from  the 
following  quotation  from  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  asso- 
ciation: 

"The  members  of  the  faculty,  and  the  trustees  of  the  school  greeted 
their  guests  most  cordially,  and  were  proud — as  well  they  might 
be — to  show  them  the  great  school  that  has  grown  up  here  so  quietly, 
and  that  has  been  a  factor  of  such  far  reaching  influence  in  the 
educational  work  of  Pennsylvania.  A  generous  lunch  was  provided 
in  the  large  dining  hall,  and  all  went  "merry  as  a  marriage  bell."  It 
was  a  happy  thought,  this  visit  to  the  normal  school  and  one  of  the 
most  suggestive  features  of  the  meeting  at  Reading." 


FOURTH  DISTRIST— EAST  STROTJDSBURG. 


E.  L.  Kemp,  Principal. 


This  has  been  a  year  of  substantial  growth  for  our  school.  For 
several  years,  we  have  been  making  a  special  effort  to  promote  its 
internal  development.  Our  primary  aim  is  to  make  this  a  high  grade 
professional  school.  We  have  expended  considerable  money  lately 
in  efforts  to  complete  our  equipment,  but  our  principal  gain  has  been 
in  the  development  of  the  professional  studies.  We  have  much  ex- 
tended the  time  devoted  to  them  and  have  commensurately  im- 
proved in  the  quality  of  the  work  done.  During  the  year,  we  have 
gained  more  in  no  other  thing  than  we  have  in  the  matter  of  co-ordi- 
nating more  closely  the  work  of  the  different  departments.  Special 
efforts  in  this  direction  were  made  in  the  previous  year.  They  were 
well  rewarded,  as  was  manifest  in  the  character  of  our  exhibit  at  the 
St.  Louis  Exposition.  What  was  then  begun,  has  been  continued 
with  very  gratifying  results. 
19* 
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This  year  has  also  brought  us  a  change  in  the  attitude  of  our 
neighbors  towards  the  school  that  promises  much  for  the  future.  Be- 
cause our  Normal  Schools  receive  aid  from  the  State,  there  is  little 
disposition  on  the  part  of  people  generally  to  make  voluntary  con- 
tributions for  their  development.  We  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  have  occasioned  a  change  in  this  matter  for  our  school.  In  the 
course  of  the  year  we  received  three  valuable  mineral  collections; 
which  not  only  make  a  fine  display,  but  aid  us  much  in  our  work  in 
geology  and  mineralogy.  The  donations  were  made  to  us  by  Mr. 
Joseph  C.  Rupp,  a  Philadelphian,  who  has  a  summer  residence  near 
us,  by  Mrs.  Margaret  C.  Brodhead,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Luke  Brod- 
head,  of  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  by  Mr.  Garrett  Tucker,  one 
of  our  former  students.  The  combined  donations  represent  a  money 
value  of  a  number  of  hundreds  of  dollars.  We  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  they  are  preparing  the  way  for  further  contributions. 

In  other  respects,  also,  this  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  Our 
attendance  has  been  good  throughout  the  year.  It  has  been  good, 
not  only  in  numbers,  but  in  the  quality  of  the  students.  We  have 
had  almost  no  serious  cases  of  discipline,  and  our  students  in  the 
different  classes  have  accomplished  an  immense  amount  of  work. 


MANSFIELD—  FIFTH  DISTRICT. 


Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Principal. 


In  submitting  to  you  this  report  for  the  school  year  closing  June 
29,  1905,  the  sixth  of  my  administration,  I  am  particularly  gratified 
to  record  the  steady  and  established  character  of  our  advancement. 

There  have  been  no  great  spurts  made,  to  be  followed  by  periods 
of  reaction  and  retrogression;  the  years  have  come  and  gone  with 
steady  advances  along  different  lines,  and  with  most  of  them  made 
without  ostentation. 

The  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  in  many  ways  the  best  in 
the  history  of  the  institution.  In  numbers  enrolled  and  in  the 
length  of  time  in  attendance,  this  past  year  has  been  the  banner  year; 
in  their  attitude  towards  work  and  toward  their  opportunities,  the 
student  life  has  been  upon  a  very  high  plane;  in  the  results  accom- 
plished, as  evidenced  by  the  action  of  the  State  Board  of  Examiners, 
this  year  will  rank  with  the  best. 

Our  total  enrollment  was  805;  of  these  610  were  in  the  Normal 
school,  and  195  in  the  model  school. 
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Our  graduating  class  numbered  49.  The  average  age  of  the  class 
was  20. 59  years,  and  the  average  attendance  120.60  weeks. 

Of  the  material  signs  of  progress  to  be  noted  about  the  school 
since  my  last  report,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  greatly  im- 
proved heating  plant,  the  splendid  granolithic  walks,  and  the  reno- 
vated gymnasium.  To  these  should  be  added  the  erection  of  two  ad- 
ditional model  school  class-rooms,  interior  toilet  arrangements  for 
the  model  school,  the  replacing  of  most  of  the  wood  work  in  the  boys' 
dormitory,  all  nearing  completion  at  this  writing,  and  the  refurnish- 
ing of  our  kitchen  and  office  with  the  best  modern  equipment  that 
can  be  found. 

Along  with  this  progress  which  may  be  set  down  in  figures,  or 
which  appeals  to  the  eye  of  even  the  untrained  in  school  affairs,  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  add  that  the  moral  tone  of  the  school  has  been  most 
gratifying.  Not  only  has  there  been  a  high  standard  of  professional 
and  social  honor  maintained,  but  there  has  also  been  between  teacher 
and  taught  a  most  healthful  condition  of  mutual  good  will. 

It  should  be  a  cause  of  just  pride  to  all  the  normal  school  workers 
of  our  great  State,  that  gradually,  but  surely  the  normal  school  ser- 
vices are  becoming  universally  recognized  and  accepted  at  their  full 
value.  A  better  understanding  of  our  mission  seems  to  be  pervading 
the  entire  school  interests  of  the  State;  and,  in  consequence  of  this, 
the  distinctive  character  of  our  work  (as  the  agency  which  must  pro- 
vide trained  teachers  for  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth) 
is  being  approved  in  quarters  from  which  the  normal  schools  form- 
erly received  only  adverse  criticism. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBURG. 


J.  P.  Welsh,  Principal. 


I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  past  year,  in 
spite  of  the  loss  and  inconvenience  occasioned  by  the  destruction 
of  one  of  our  buildings  by  fire,  and  the  veto  by  the  Governor  of  the 
increase  in  our  appropriataion,  we  have  been  able  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  school  with  gratifying  results. 

We  look  upon  the  past  graduating  class  numbering  125,  as  the  best 
trained  body  of  teachers  that  has  ever  been  graduated  from  the 
school.  In  both  scholarship  and  teaching  ability  this  is  true.  To 
those  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  crowded  conditions 
and  the  insufficient  appliances  with  which  it  has  been  necessary  to 
work,  these  results  and  the  persistent  growth  of  the  school  in  all 
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its  departments,  seem  little  short  of  phenomenal.  It  can  be  ex- 
plained only  on  the  ground  that  the  more  niggardly  the  policy  of  the 
State  has  become  in  its  attitude  toward  this  and  other  normal 
schools,  the  more  closely  have  the  friends  of  these  institutions  stood 
together  in  their  support  of  them. 

For  years  at  each  session  of  the  Legislature  when  representatives 
of  this  and  other  schools,  have  presented  their  claims  for  increased 
appropriation  for  maintenance,  or  for  funds  to  erect  necessary  build- 
ings, they  have  been  met  with  the  statement  that  appropriations 
asked  for  and  granted  exceed  the  revenues  of  the  State.  The  Gover 
nor  explains  his  vetoes  of  appropriations  in  the  same  terms.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  in  evecy  instance,  from  six  to  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  the  State's  money  in  excess  of  expenditures  is  all  the  time 
lying  idle,  distributed  in  various  banks  of  the  State. 

It  seems  to  me  it  is  time  for  the  friends  of  the  great  school  system 
of  the  State  to  insist  on  a  change  in  this  particular.  About  the  only 
appropriations  made  by  the  State  that  are  productive;  that  is,  that 
bring  returns  to  the  Commonwealth,  are  those  to  schools.  The  pro- 
ductive power  of  the  citizen  depends  upon  his  education,  and,  there- 
fore, when  the  State  educates  a  citizen,  she  is  really  making  an  in- 
vestment. Money  spent  in  the  support  of  hospitals  and  other  insti- 
tutions, is  properly  spent,  but  is  used  up,  and  can  not  be  looked  upon 
as  an  investment.     It  does  not  bring  returns  to  the  State. 

These  are  facts  that  do  not  have  sufficient  weight  in  determining 
the  educational  policy  of  the  State.  The  time  has  come  for  the 
friends  of  education  to  place  these  facts  before  the  people,  and  in- 
sist that  the  Commonwealth  take  better  care  of  its  schools. 

This  Normal  School  has  been  for  six  years  asking  the  State  for 
money  to  build  a  science  building,  in  which  there  shall  be  room 
enough  and  facilities  proper  to  give  the  scientific  instruction  re- 
quired by  the  State,  for  Normal  School  graduates;  but  in  each  in- 
stance the  money  has  been  refused  on  the  ground  that  to  grant  it, 
would  bring  the  State  to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  Of  course,  this 
is  ridiculous,  but  no  more  so  than  it  is  for  the  friends  of  education 
to  allow  themselves  to  be  set  aside  in  such  a  manner. 

No  institutions  that  are  the  recipients  of  State  aid,  have  as  much 
to  show  for  the  money  they  have  received  as  the  normal  schools  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  no  institutions  produce  what  is  of  more  value  to 
the  State;  teachers  trained  for  the  public  schools.  In  fact,  they  are 
a  necessity,  and  the  thirteen  schools  of  the  State  do  not  graduate 
them  as  fast  as  needed.  Between  four, and  five  thousand  new  teach- 
ers are  needed  every  year  in  Pennsylvania.  The  normal  schools  can 
not  at  present  supply  more  than  25  to  30  per  cent,  of  this  number,  and 
the  reason  is,  not  that  they  can  not  get  the  students  to  educate,  but 
that  they  can  not  supply  the  facilities  and  accommodations.  What 
a  ridiculous  position  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  in  is  this! 
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SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBURG. 


G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Principal. 


The  school  year  ending  June,  1905,  registered  the  crowning  success 
thus  far  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School.  The  atten- 
dance was  beyond  that  of  any  previous  year  in  the  school's  history, 
the  moral  tone  of  the  school  was  kept  up  to  a  high  standard  of  ex- 
cellence; the  different  agencies  of  the  school  all  worked  in  harmony 
for  the  promotion  of  the  school's  success;  the  social  life  of  the  stu- 
dents was  marked  by  contentment  and  a  good  degree  of  refinement; 
the  teachers  displayed  an  earnestness  and  a  devotion  to  duty  which 
brought  good  results  in  the  class  room  and  in  the  discipline  of  the 
students;  the  trustees  manifested  a  great  interest  In  the  prosperity 
of  the  school  and  their  actions  were  in  entire  harmony  with  the 
policy  of  the  principal. 

All  the  rooms  in  the  ladies'  dormitory  and  all  the  available  rooms 
in  the  main  building  were  filled  with  students.  Many  improvements 
were  made  in  the  furnishing  and  the  equipment  of  the  buildings. 
The  rooms  for  students  which  were  not  recently  refurnished,  were 
fitted  up  wTith  entirely  new  furniture.  Considerable  apparatus  was 
purchased  for  the  class  rooms  and  a  great  many  reference,  and  other 
books  were  bought  for  the  library.  Many  additional  comforts  and 
conveniences  were  provided  for  the  students.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant actions  of  the  trustees  was  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  athletic  purposes.  The  ground  joins  the  Normal  School  prop- 
erty and  is  very  convenient  for  the  attendance  of  students.  The 
ground  is  ample,  and  well  adapted  to  its  purpose.  During  the  com- 
ing year  it  will  be  fitted  up  with  a  grand  stand  and  diamond  for  base 
ball  games.  A  running  track  and  other  arrangements  will  be  pro- 
vided for  field  sports. 

The  board  of  trustees  are  making  arrangements  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  laundry  building.  The  building  will  be  modern  in  its  ar- 
rangements and  equipped  with  the  best  modern  laundry  machinery. 
The  building  will  be  a  one  story  building  seventy-five  feet  in  length 
and  forty-five  feet  in  width.  The  walls  will  be  of  brick,  the  roof  of 
slate  and  the  floor  granolithic. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  the  harmonious  relations  existing  between 
the  State  Board  of  Examiners  and  the  faculties  and  students  of  the 
several  normal  schools.  The  Board  of  Examiners  comes  to  each 
Normal  School  with  a  friendly  spirit  and  with  a  full  belief  in  the 
efficiency  of  normal  schools  as  training  schools  for  teachers.     No 
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student  being  examined  by  the  board  need  have  any  fears  of  being 
rejected  if  he  is  qualified  to  teach.  The  classes  of  the  normal  schools 
are  coming  year  by  year  to  have  more  confidence  in  the  sincere  and 
generous  intentions  of  the  examiners.  This  feeling  has  allayed  much 
of  the  excitement  which  formerly  characterized  these  examinations 
on  the  part  of  the  students,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  students  do 
better  work  with  less  strain  upon  their  nervous  systems. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1905,  Henry  R.  Hawk,  one  of  the  State  Trus- 
tees, was  called  away  by  death.  Mr.  Hawk  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  many  years.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
character,  good  judgment  and  fine  spirit.  In  his  death  the  Normal 
School  has  lost  a  good  friend,  the  community  a  worthy  citizen  and 
the  church  a  consistent  Christian. 

We  are  glad  to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instructinon  for  numerous  favors  and  a  hearty  co-operation 
with  the  management  of  the  Normal  School  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  school's  welfare. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


J.  R.  Flickinger,  Principal. 


The  Central  State  Normal  School  has  just  closed  one  of  the  most 
successful  years  in  its  history.  The  number  of  students  in  the 
normal  department,  in  continuous  attendance  for  the  year,  surpassed 
former  years.  The  efficiency  of  the  work  done  by  the  faculty,  which 
is  the  most  important  matter  to  be  considered  in  the  problem  of  edu- 
cation, justifies  the  statement  that  students  are  receiving,  from  year 
to  year,  more  valuable  instruction.  The  equipment  of  the  school  has 
been  greatly  improved  and  in  no  particular  is  this  more  evident  than 
in  the  biological  and  chemical  laboratories.  The  science  depart- 
ments are  now  doing  excellent  elementary  work  and  what  is  most 
important,  students  have  daily  personal  work  in  them  thus  carrying 
out  the  best  ideas  of  modern  education.  The  pedagogical  depart- 
ment is  keeping  in  touch  with  recent  methods  and  both  in  theory  and 
practice  the  students  have  had  splendid  advantages.  The  model 
school  and  kindergarten  have  been  better  attended  than  usual,  thus 
enabling  us  to  give  every  one  of  our  seniors  a  full  year  of  teaching 
with  one  period  daily;  certainly  good  results  ought  to  be  expected 
under  such  circumstances.  The  practical  work  in  the  model  school 
is  an  essential  factor  in  any  training  school  for  teachers.     Every 
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member  of  the  graduating  class  that  was  an  applicant  for  a  school, 
was  successful  in  securing  a  position. 

We  have  reorganized  the  school  libraries  and  consolidated  them. 
The  volumes  have  been  catalogued  in  accordance  with  the  Dewey 
decimal  system  and  a  competent  librarian  has  been  placed  in  charge. 
No  feature  of  the  school,  at  the  present  time,  is  more  appreciated  and 
we  believe  that  we  have  facilities  now  for  research  work  that  will 
be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  students.  The  library  is  rich  in  ref- 
erence books  and  every  department  belonging  to  a  good  library  is 
incorporated,  although  some  of  the  subjects  are  not  as  complete  as 
they  should  be. 

The  commencement  was  the  most  auspicious,  both  in  attendance 
and  in  exercises,  that  we  have  ever  had.  A  unique  feature  was  the 
reunion  of  the  first  ten  graduating  classes.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  every  one  of  the  first  ten  classes,  from  the  very  beginning,  was 
represented  and  in  some  instances,  quite  largely.  These  early 
alumni  were  greatly  gratified  with  their  visit  to  the  school  and  ex- 
pressed in  no  ambiguous  terms  their  high  appreciation  of  the  work 
done  by  their  Alma  Mater.  This  meeting  of  the  old  alumni,  in  con- 
junction with  that  of  the  more  recent,  has  at  last  solidified  the  entire 
alumni  body. 

Many  thanks  are  due  to  the  board  of  trustees  and  to  the  School 
Department  for  support  and  encouragement. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herein  my  supplementary  report  for  the 
year  1904-05. 

Prosperity  continued  to  attend  the  Normal  School  of  the  Ninth 
District.  Jane  E.  Leonard  Hall,  devoted  to  recitation  purposes  was 
opened  in  March.  It  is  a  two-story  brick  building  one  hundred  thirty 
by  one  hundred  twenty-three  feet,  with  basement  having  a  brown 
stoue  foundation  and  containing  a  study  hall  and  twenty-four  recita- 
tion rooms.  It  is  abundantly  lighted,  comfortably  furnished,  and 
ventilated  with  the  double  fan  system.  All  the  rooms  and  especially 
the  commercial  room  and  laboratories  have  an  equipment  in  accor- 
dance with  the  latest  and  best  educational  ideas. 

Thomas  Sutton  Hall,  a  substantial  brick  building  of  two  stories, 
with  basement  and  attic,  one  hundred  twenty-three  by  ninety-two 
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feet,  was  opened  in  May.  It  contains  a  dining  room,  kitchen,  laun- 
dry, a  home  for  the  steward,  rooms  for  the  domestic  helpers,  and  for 
the  department  of  music.  The  dining  room  is  of  fine  architectural 
proportion,  spacious  and  beautiful.  It  is  open  to  the  sun  on  three 
sides,  has  a  southern  exposure  for  its  entire  length,  and  affords  an 
attractive  view  from  every  window.  The  light  of  the  interior  is  much 
softened  by  art  glass  in  the  rounded  top  of  each  window.  The  effect 
of  this  cheerful  room  upon  the  physical  and  aesthetic  life  of  the 
school  is  highly  beneficial. 

The  kitchen  and  laundry  are  furnished  with  the  best  appliances 
made  for  the  work  of  each.  These  buildings  have  relieved  the  con- 
gested conditions  that  have  prevailed  and  reduced  the  nervous  ten- 
sion that  has  characterized  life  here  in  recent  years. 

Cement  walks  connect  the  buildings  for  the  first  time  with  each 
other  and  the  town,  inviting  exercise.  These  improvements  made 
possible  by  the  appropriation  of  the  legislature  of  1903  have  greatly 
increased  the  efficiency  of  Indiana  as  a  factor  of  the  public  school 
system  of  the  Commonwealth. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


Theo.  B.  Noss,  Principal. 


The  Past  Year. 

It  is  my  privilege  to  report  for  this  school  substantial  progress 
during  the  past  year.  Various  improvements  have  been  made  in 
the  buildings  and  in  the  grounds.  These  include  the  seating  of  our 
large  chapel  with  opera  chairs. 

The  annual  commencement  in  June  was  an  event  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest.  About  five  hundred  of  the  thirteen  hundred  liv- 
ing Alumni  of  the  school  assembled  in  happy  re-union  and  sat  down 
together  at  banquet  tables  in  the  spacious  gymnasium  of  the  school. 
The  exercises  were  not  concluded  until  two  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  the  occasion  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  present. 

In  connection  with  this  re-union  of  those  who  have  graduated 
since  the  school  was  recognized  as  a  Normal  School  in  1874,  was  held 
a  re.-union  of  "old  timers,"  that  is  of  those  who  had  attended  the 
school  prior  to  1871.  Some  were  present  who  were  students  at  the 
opening  of  the  school  in  1852.  Among  these  was  Hon.  J.  K.  Bil- 
lingsley,  now  and  for  many  years  past  a  trustee  of  the  school.     The 
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presiding  officer  at  this  re-union  was  Hon.  J.  A.  McTlvaine,  President 
Judge  of  flic  Washington  county  courts.  The  meeting  was  one  of 
great  interest. 

The  attendance  of  students  last  year  was  larger  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year,  reachiug  a  total  of  six  hundred  and  thirty -five  in  the 
normal  department  and  of  eleven  hundred  and  eight  in  all  depart- 
ments. This  increased  enrollment  was  the  more  gratifying  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  increased  cost  of  provisions  and  labor  had  made 
necessary  an  advance  of  about  ten  per  cent,  in  the  charge  for  board- 
ing, and  from  the  further  fact  that  it  was  well  understood  at  the 
close  of  the  preceding  year  that  the  standard  of  scholarship  and  of 
teaching  ability  would  be  raised,  thus  increasing  the  difficulty  of 
passing  examinations  for  promotion  and  graduation. 

High  Standard  of  Normal  School  Work. 

As  teachers'  salaries  are  now  being  raised,  the  qualifications  of 
teachers  should  also  be  raised  and  the  normal  schools  should  set  the 
pace.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  expenses  of  students  in  our  nor- 
mal schools  be  kept  as  low  as  is  consistent  with  good  scholarship 
and  teaching  power,  for  a  majority  of  these  students  have  but  lim- 
ited means,  but  it  is  even  more  desirable  that  normal  school  training 
be  good  than  that  it  be  cheap.  A  low  grade  of  school  work  is  dear 
at  any  price,  for  the  prospective  student  himself  and  for  those  whom 
he  will  teach.  The  student's  time  is  quite  as  precious  as  his  money 
and  he  cannot  afford  to  waste  either  in  a  poor  school.  No  educa- 
tional institutions  have  greater  need  of  able  and  gifted  teachers 
than  our  normal  schools.  The  best  teachers  are  none  too  good.  It 
is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  State  appropriations  to  the  normal 
schools  are  so  meager  that  better  salaries  cannot  be  offered  to  those 
who  are  to  be  teachers  of  teachers. 

Higher  Entrance  Requirements. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  come  when  all  normal  school 
students  should  be  reasonably  well  prepared  for  professional  work 
before  they  enter.  Hitherto  the  normal  schools  have  been  compelled 
to  prepare  most  of  their  students  for  the  professional  work  of  the 
school.  Even  yet  a  considerable  part  of  the  energies  of  normal 
schools  are  devoted  to  mere  preparatory  work,  such  as  teaching  the 
elements  of  algebra  and  Latin,  not  to  speak  of  the  common  branches. 
It  is  not  doubted  that  such  instruction  can  be  well  given  in  the  nor- 
mal school,  but  that  is  not  the  place  for  it.  The  entice  strength  of 
the  normal  school  is  needed  for  distinctively  professional  work.  It 
is  very  desirable  that  the  work  of  normal  schools  should  be  done 
chiefly  in  the  middle  and  senior  years,  the  branches  of  the  junior 
year  being  almost  wholly  preparatory  in  their  nature.     The  fewer 
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students  in  the  junior  and  preparatory  grades  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  number,  the  better  for  the  professional  spirit  and  standard 
of  the  normal  school. 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  high  schools  and  recent  legis- 
lation designed  to  extend  high  school  privileges  to  all  pupils  would 
seem  to  justify  the  hope  that  the  entire  burden  of  preparing  students 
for  the  professional  work  of  the  normal  school  may  soon  be  placed 
on  the  high  schools  and  academies.  The  sooner  this  is  done  the  bet- 
ter it  will  be  for  both  the  high  schools  and  the  normal  schools,  and 
the  more  economical  for  both  the  State  and  the  student. 

The  normal  school  should  begin  where  the  high  school  ends.  The 
two  schools  have  different  aims  and  functions  and  should  not  com- 
pete for  the  same  pupils.  The  normal  school  must  review  branches 
taught  in  the  high  school  for  the  sake  of  organizing  the  subject  mat- 
ter for  teaching  purposes,  but  this  work  should  be  a  review,  and  not 
a  study  for  the  first  time  of  the  academic  branches.  Normal  schools 
can  only  fully  justify  their  existence  and  largely  increase  their  yearly 
output  of  well  prepared  teachers  by  excluding  as  soon  as  possible 
mere  high  school  work  and  adhering  strictly  to  professional  studies, 
aims  and  methods. 

State  Board  Examinations. 

Another  means  of  increasing  the  proficiency  and  raising  the  pro- 
fessional standards  of  all  of  our  thirteen  normal  schools  would  be 
a  change  in  the  method  of  conducting  the  annual  State  Board  ex- 
aminations, whereby  uniform  examination  questions  would  be  pre- 
pared by  a  few  officials,  appointed  by  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  in  accord  with  some  plan  agreed  upon  by  the 
board  of  normal  school  principals.  The  examinations  might  be  held 
at  the  same  time  at  all  of  the  schools  and  be  conducted  by  boards  of 
examiners  appointed  as  at  present. 

Such  a  plan  would  differ  from  the  present  plan  mainly  in  the  pre- 
paration of  examination  questions  by  a  few  persons,  familiar  alike 
with  the  conditions  that  surround  normal  school  work  and  with  the 
particular  branches  in  which  they  prepare  questions.  This  differ- 
ence, however,  would  probably  be  of  immense  value  to  each  school 
and  to  the  normal  school  system  of  the  State. 

The  function  of  the  examination  should  no  longer  be  merely  to  de- 
cide who  should  pass  and  who  should  not,  for  in  nearly  all  cases  the 
action  of  the  faculty  on  that  point  is,  and  should  be,  confirmed. 
Examinations  should  be  so  conducted  as  to  establish  a  much  needed 
standard  of  the  amount  and  quality  of  work  required  in  the  study 
of  each  branch  of  the  course. 

In  certain  important  branches,  such  as  drawing  and  vocal  music, 
the  need  of  a  recognized  standard  maintained  consistently  from  year 
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to  year  by  practically  uniform  examinations  is  imperative.  Instruc- 
tion in  all  branches  would  have  a  steady  and  strong  support  through 
the  year  if  the  State  Board  examinations  showed  more  clearly  and 
uniformly  what  is  required  in  each  branch.  Some  such  change  in 
the  method  of  conducting  the  annual  examinations  could  be  made 
without  much  difficulty,  and  if  made,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  elimin- 
ate most  of  the  objectionable  features  of  examinations  as  now  held. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  principal  of  Slippery  Rock  Normal 
School  is  able  to  report  an  unusually  prosperous  year.  The  atten- 
dance in  the  normal  department  was  six  hundred  eighty,  in  the  prac- 
tice school  two  hundred  fifty-four,  thus  making  a  total  of  nine  hun- 
dred thirty-four  in  all  departments. 

Sixty-two  teachers  were  graduated  from  the  school;  eighty-three 
middlers,  and  one  hundred  juniors  were  examined  and  passed  by 
the  State  Board. 

Plans  have  been  drawn  for  a  new  music  hall  and  gymnasium  build- 
ing; the  excavation  and  alignment  of  the  ground  and  the  foundation 
walls  are  now  well  under  way.  The  plans  present  a  commodious 
building  in  buff  brick  with  finish  and  copings  of  native  gray  sand- 
stone. It  will  supply  a  need  long  felt  by  the  departments  of  music 
and  physical  culture.  Located  in  the  orchard  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  complete  the  quadrangle  of  the  campus,  it  is  expected  that  this 
building  will  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  southern  entrance  to 
the  grounds. 

Some  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  curriculum  of  the 
practice  or  model  school  whereby  the  school  now  consists  of  three  de- 
partments: a  kindergarten,  a  primary  and  grammar  school  of  eight 
yearly  grades,  and  a  high  school  having  a  complete  three  years' 
course.  Professor  William  Stewart,  a  graduate  of  Westminster  Col- 
lege, has  been  called  to  the  principalship  of  this  high  school  and  has 
entered  upon  his  work  with  enthusiasm  and  success.  Every  effort 
will  be  made  to  render  the  model  school  of  this  institution,  in  every 
sense,  an  efficient,  practical  school. 

The  most  important  function  of  the  normal  school  is  to  discover,  to 
inspire,  and  to  train  the  teacher,  and  thus  fit  him  for  his  place  in 
the  public  schools.     To  the  natural  teacher,  the  normal  school  must 
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offer  the  best  of  opportunities  for  acquiring  the  professional  knowl- 
edge and  technical  skill  indispensable  to  the  best  teaching.  Its 
course  of  study  must  include  all  the  necessary  elements  in  the  train- 
ing of  teachers:  educational  theory;  thorough  study  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  common  school  curriculum;  observation  of  model  teach- 
ing, and  practice  in  teaching  under  expert  supervision.  In  this  con- 
nection I  wish  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  two  branches  of  study, 
ethics  and  logic,  recently  added  to  the  normal  course  as  substitute 
studies,  should  be  made  required  studies.  For  any  information  as 
to  the  educational  aims  of  philosophical  pedagogy  we  must  turn  to 
the  study  of  ethics.  The  ethical  culture  of  the  will  is  the  highest 
purpose  of  education.  That  is  true  moral  training  which  can  make 
the  ideas  of  the  right  and  the  good  the  proper  objects  of  the  will, 
and  can  lead  the  personality  to  self-development,  thus  forming  char- 
acter. The  associated  branch,  logic,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  assist- 
ance to  any  one  who  wishes  to  sketch  or  plan  a  logical  purpose,  an 
ideal  which  the  educator  may  strive  to  realize  in  the  pupil.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  such  formal  training  in  these  branches  will  be  found  of 
the  highest  service  in  preparing  teachers  for  their  work  in  the  school- 
room. While  no  well-conducted  school  can  divide  its  ethical  train- 
ing from  the  regular  work  of  the  classroom,  the  teacher  who  works 
systematically  will  find  his  general  plan  of  work  in  every  way  more 
consistent  and  satisfactory  in  its  results.  The  skillful  teacher  will 
guard,  however,  against  that  danger  which  arises  when  regular  les- 
sons in  ethics  are  given  in  any  grade,  that  they  become  too  formal. 
Without  tact  and  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  such  lessons 
may  degenerate  into  mere  intellectual  exercises  from  which  moral 
deductions  are  drawn — a  sort  of  moral  mathematics,  without  value 
to  either  teacher  or  pupil. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDINBORO. 


John  F.  Bigler,  Principal. 


The  Edinboro  State  Normal  School  during  the  year  1904-5  passed 
the  most  successful  year  in  its  history.  The  attendance  was  the 
largest;  the  general  character  of  the  work  done,  the  best.  The  en- 
rollment reached  a  total  of  1,182.  Of  these  1,078  were  in  the  normal 
school  and  104  in  the  model  school. 
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Our  graduating  class  numbered  sixty-four*.  Excellent  work  was 
done  by  every  senior  in  the  class.  All  of  last  year's  class  are  teach- 
ing except  four,  and  I  luce  of  these  have  entered  college. 

Edinboro  State  Normal  School  possesses  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
best,  pedagogical  libra  lies  of  any  of  the  State  Normal  Schools  in 
Pennsylvania.  We  have  now  upwards  of  12,000  volumes  and  are 
adding  yearly  at  the  rate  of  from  500  to  GOO  books.  These  books  are 
well  selected  by  a  committee  from  the  faculty  and  as  they  are  placed 
in  the  library,  they  are  well  catalogued,  so  that  the  students  may 
have  easy  access  to  them.  The  library  is  open  every  day  in  the  week 
except  Sunday.  It  is  no  uncommon  sight  to  see  from  seventy-five  to 
one  hundred  students  in  the  library  making  good  use  of  the  books. 

We  stated  in  our  last  report  that  three  new  buildings  were  needed, 
namely,  a  dormitory  for  the  young  men,  a  science  building,  and  a 
gymnasium.  The  trustees  deemed  it  wise  to  erect  a  newT  gymnasium 
this  year,  accordingly  steps  to  secure  plans  and  specifications  were 
taken  in  the  early  spring  and  the  contract  for  a  new  gymnasium  well 
equipped  was  awarded  to  the  Walter  G.  Harper  Lumber  Co.,  Mead- 
ville,  Pa.  The  building  is  now  in  course  of  erection  and  bids  fair  to 
be  one  of  the  best  buildings  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
When  completed  it  will  fill  a  long  felt  need  in  our  school.  It  is  to 
be  turned  over  to  the  trustees  complete  in  every  detail  by  January  1, 
1906. 

We  regret  to  chronicle  the  death  of  Dr.  S.  B.  Hotchkiss  and  Hon. 
George  A.  Allen.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  He  had  served  the  school  faithfully  and  well 
for  a  great  many  years.  He  was  a  highly  respected  citizen  and 
physician  of  our  town.  He  labored  unselfishly  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  school  and  stood  at  all  times  as  one  of  its  loyal  supporters. 
He  will  be  missed  as  a  citizen  and  physician  in  the  town  as  well  as 
a  trustee  of  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School. 

Mr.  Allen  has  been  connected  with  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School  for  a  great  many  years.  He  was  a  student  here  in  the  60's. 
Later  he  w7as  an  attorney  for  the  school,  and  still  later  he  was  elected 
trustee.  Mr.  Allen  was  a  faithful,  unselfish,  untiring  worker  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School.  He  was  a  man 
of  large  experience  in  affairs  of  life,  well  versed  in  the  law,  and  in- 
terested in  the  best  legislation  for  the  normal  schools  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. He  was  a  firm  Deliver  in  the  normal  schools  as  one  of  the  best 
educational  institutions  in  the  land  for  young  men  and  women.  He 
was  specially  interested  in  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School  and 
never  lost  an  opportunity  to  aid  and  assist  in  the  work  done  here. 

Three  of  our  regular  teachers  resigned  to  accept  positions  in  other 
institutions.     Prof.  W.  C.  Myers,  of  the  department  of  mathematics, 
resigned  to  accept  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Central  High  School, 
18—5—1905 
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Washington,  D.  C.  Miss  Emily  Thomas,  of  the  music  department, 
resigned  to  accept  a  position  in  the  college  at  Monmouth,  111.  Miss 
Madge  Jackman,  our  physical  culture  director,  resigned  to  accept  a 
similar  position  in  the  Millersville  State  Normal  School.  These  were 
all  faithful  teachers.     We  shall  miss  them  very  much. 

Three  new  teachers,  Prof.  Hamlin  E.  Cogswell,  Mrs.  Cogswell  and 
their  daughter,  were  engaged  as  teachers  and  directors  of  our  music- 
department.  Among  the  many  courses  in  music  that  have  been 
added,  one  in  particular  effects  the  public  schools,  namely,  the  de- 
partment for  the  training  of  supervisors  in  public  school  music  and 
drawing.  We  now  have  in  this  course  upwards  of  fifteen  students 
who  are  working  faithfully  to  complete  this  course.  They  are  young 
people  of  experience  in  teaching  and  we  feel  that  while  we  are  doing 
a  good  work  for  them  we  are  performing  a  valuable  service  for  the 
•public  schools. 

It  is  quite  clear  to  everyone  acquainted  with  normal  school  work 
that  the  training  department  is  one  of  the  most  important  factors 
in  a  State  Normal  School.  It  has  been  our  constant  aim  to  make 
this  practice  school  all  that  it  should  be,  consequently  we  have  taken 
pains  to  secure  the  best  talent  for  this  work.  We  have  placed  at  the 
head  of  our  model  school,  Prof.  O.  O.  Coon  and  Mrs.  Adalene  Q.  Hood. 
Both  teachers  are  well  prepared  to  do  their  work.  Prof.  Coon  is  a 
normal  school  graduate  as  well  as  a  college  graduate  and 
has  had  experience  as  teacher  and  principal  of  country  and 
high  schools.  Mrs.  Hood  is  a  graduate  of  Oswego  Nor- 
mal School,  and  has  had  large  experience  in  model  school 
work  in  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School,  DeKalb  Normal  School  of 
Illinois,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Indianapolis.  She  comes  to  us 
for  the  first  time,  well  equipped  to  do  the  work  required  in  our  model 
school.  We  know  that  we  shall  have  good  results  from  our-  prac- 
tice school. 

We  have  placed  at  the  head  of  the  physical  culture  department, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ayres,  of  Kahway,  N.  J.  Miss  Ayres  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Chautauqua  Training  School  of  Physical  Culture,  and  of  Dr. 
Sargent's  school  of  physical  culture,  hence  she  has  had  a  thorough 
training  and  is  very  much  in  love  with  her  work. 

We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School  is  the  second  oldest  in  the  State  in  point  of  service.  A  greater 
percentage  of  its  graduates  and  students  have  taught  school  in  the 
Commonwealth  than  any  other  normal  school  in  the  State.  For  this 
reason  it  is  certainly  worthy  "of  consideration  by  the  State.  We 
stand  in  absolute  need  to-day  of  a  dormitory  for  our  young  men  and 
of  a  science  building.  From  our  point  of  view  we  know  of  no  rea- 
son why  we  should  not  have  these  buildings  erected  for  us  by  the 
State.  It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  State  legislature  to  make  ap- 
propriation for  the  above  named  buildings.     The  legislative  com- 
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mil  lee  of  the  hist  legislature,  sent  out  to  look  after  the  needs  of  the 
State,  made  a  unanimous  reporl  iu  favor  of  these  new  buildings,  yet 
it  pleased  a  few  of  the  men  in  authority  to  turn  this  report  down. 
We  shall  ask  the  next  legislature  to  consider  our  needs  and  we  ex- 
pect that  our  wishes  in  this  matter  will  be  granted. 

A  good  school  spirit  exists  among  the  teachers,  the  trustees,  the 
students,  and  the  patrons  of  the  Twelfth  District. 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  kindness  shown  us 
on  the  part  of  the  State  Department  and  the  press  of  the  Edinboro 
Normal  School  district. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLARION 


J.  George  Becht,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  brief  report  of  the  Clarion 
State  Normal  School  for  the  year  1904-05.  In  point  of  attendance 
and  character  of  work  done  by  teachers  and  students,  the  year  was 
a  notable  one  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  student  body  was 
made  up  of  earnest  young  men  and  women,  the  members  of  the 
faculty  were  actuated  by  high  ideals  and  as  a  result  of  this  a  very 
high  grade  of  work  was  attained. 

The  graduates  and  former  students  have  rallied  to  the  support  of 
the  school  and  are  rendering  loyal  service  and  promoting  its  interests 
by  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  young  men  and  women  who  wish  to 
prepare  for  teaching. 

All  of  the  activities  of  the  school  are  in  excellent  running  order. 
The  literary  societies,  Christian  organizations  and  other  agencies  con- 
tribute their  share  to  a  wholesome  educational  spirit.  The  year  was 
not  marked  by  any  radical  changes  or  spectacular  movements.  An 
effort  was  made  to  work  out  both  the  academic  and  the  professional 
side  of  the  work  on  the  basis  of  sane  pedagogical  principles.  In  the 
practice  department  a  slight  innovation  was  made  and  proved  to  be 
successful.  The  model  school  was  built  up  on  the  lines  of  a  mixed 
or  so  called  "ungraded  school."  Since  so  large  a  number  of  those 
who  go  out  to  teach  begin  their  work  in  rural  or  mixed  schools,  it 
would  seem  a  training  in  the  classification,  discipline  and  teaching 
in  such  a  school  should  be  of  the  utmost  value.  It  has  been  fre- 
quently noted  by  superintendents  that  graduates  who  have  had  ex- 
perience only  in  grade  teaching  find  it  difficult  to  adjust  themselves 
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to  the  environment  of  the  mixed  schools.  While  on  the  other  hand, 
the  teacher  who  has  been  trained  in  the  mixed  school  readily  falls 
into  the  work  of  the  grades.  By  the  plan  in  operation  here,  the  stu- 
dent gets  experience  in  class  teaching  before  the  entire  school  and 
a  part  of  his  teaching  in  done  in  the  class  room.  He  is  thus  trained 
to  adjust  himself  to  very  important  phases  of  school  work,  namely, 
class  teaching  where  no  discipline  is  required,  except  such  as  arises 
from  class  conditions,  and  class  teaching  in  the  presence  of  the  school 
when  both  school  and  class  are  under  his  direction.  Weekly  meet- 
ings of  student  teachers,  preparation  of  lesson  plans,  personal  con- 
ferences and  frequent  consultations  with  the  principal  of  the  model 
school  make  up  the  round  of  work  which  is  required  to  equip  our 
students  for  their  professional  labors. 

Through  the  generosity  of  a  public  spirited  citizen  of  Forest 
county,  twelve  free  scholarships  were  offered  for  the  benefit  of  the 
pupils  of  the  public  schools  of  that  county.  The  Clarion  State  Nor- 
mal School  was  selected  as  the  place  where  the  scholarships  were 
available.  Each  scholarship  entitles  the  holder  to  free  tuition,  board, 
laundry  and  lighted,  heated  and  furnished  room  for  the  spring  term. 
The  donor  preferring  to  remain  unknown  in  the  matter  made  his  gen- 
erous offer  through  Prof.  E.  E.  Stitzinger,  former  superintendent  of 
Forest  county  public  schools.  The  motive  which  actuated  the  giver 
in  this  philanthropic  movement  was  to  awaken  an  educational  in- 
terest in  the  pupils  of  the  county  and  to  afford  worthy  boys  and  girls 
an  opportunity  that  might  otherwise  be  denied  them.  The  awards 
were  made  on  the  basis  of  a  competitive  examination  open  to  all 
pupils  not  over  eighteen  years  of  age  who  were  in  attendance  in  the 
Forest  county  public  schools  during  the  winter.  The  examination 
was  held  March  11,  and  was  conducted  by  Prof.  E.  E.  Stitzinger  and 
the  principal  of  the  normal.  The  offer  of  these  scholarships  is  not 
only  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  Forest  county, 
but  carries  with  it  a  high  compliment  to  the  normal  school  in  which 
they  were  made  available.  A  remarkable  interest  was  shown  in  the 
contest  for  the  scholarships.  Pupils  from  every  district  of  the 
county  took  the  examination.  The  teachers  of  the  county  expressed 
their  interest  in  the  event,  and  all  agreed  that  the  offer  had  been  one 
of  the  greatest  incentives  to  good  work  and  regular  attendance  on 
the  part  of  pupils.  Prompted  by  the  desire  to  still  further  stimulate 
the  educational  interest  of  the  county,  the  donor  has  made  provision 
to  continue  the  oiler  for  1906,  under  the  same  conditions  as  governed 
the  awards  this  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  the  Department  for  courtesies  ex- 
tended, the  trustees  for  their  cordial  support  and  all  who  in  any 
way  contributed  to  make  the  past  year  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
one. 
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PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
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STATEMENT   OF   THE    SCHOOL.  SYSTEM   SINCE    ITS   ESTABLISH 
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1854 1,523 

18^5 1,445 

1856 „.  1,610 

l;57 1.677 

1858 1,703 

185* 1.755 

I860 1,766 

1861,    1,788 

1862,    1,8(8 

1863 1,820 

1864 1,825 

1865 1,837 

1866 1,8(3 

1867 1,88) 

1868 1,918 

1869 1,971 

1  870 2. 001 

1871 2,023 

1872 2,023 

1873,    2,050 

1874,    2  070 

1875 2,(89 

1S76.     2,103 

1877 2,144 

1878 2,186 

1879     2.16S 

1880 2, 192 

1881 2,208 

1882 2,214 

1883 2,230 

1884,     2,241 

1885 2,257 

1886 2.263 

1887.     2.280 

1888 2.297 

1889 2,316 

18  0 2.325 

1891.     2.337 

1892 2,357 

181-3 2.3-6 

1894 2  411 

1895 2.443 

18  C 2,477 

1897 2.481 

1898,     2,491 

18S9 2.492 

1900 2.509 

l!01,     2.515 

1902 2.532 

1901,     2.544 

1904 2,538 

1905 2,560 


10,186 

10,469 

10,697 

10,956 

11,2S1 

11.4S5 

11,577 

11,910% 

11,990 

12,161 

12,566 

12,547 

12,773V2 

13.061 

13,234% 

13,5SS% 

13,832 

14,161% 

14.413% 

14,675% 

14,978% 

15,315% 

15,610 

15,850% 

16.087% 

16.279 

16,585 

16,76)% 

17,070 

17,403 

17.751 

18,029 

IS  300 

IS. 721 

19.034 

19.363 

19.758 

20,190 

20,653 

21.134 

21.533 

22,233 

22,822 

23,451 

23,983 

24.497 

24,818 

25,455 

25,981 

26.583 

26,966 

27,395 


5  m. 
5  m. 
5  m. 
5  m. 
5  m. 
5  m. 


6% 


10 

5  m.  10% 
5  m.  12 
5  m.  10 
5  m.     9 
5  m.  12 
5  m.  14 
5  m.  19% 
5  m.  10% 
5  m.  19% 
5  m.  20% 
5  m.  24 

5  m.  21% 

6  m. 
6  m. 
6  m. 
6.19 
6.19 
6.38 
6.17 
6.37 
6.25 
6.28 
6.62 
6.66 
6.40 
6.74 
6.71 
6.71 
7.17 
7.45 
7.33 
7.40 
7.41 
7.74 
7.71 
7.62 
7.71 
7.63 
7.69 
7.75 
8.09 
8.04 
8.05 
8.08 
7.80 
8.14 


11,967 

12,143 

12,357 

12,484 

12,828 

13,058 

13,".03 

14,297 

14,380 

14,442 

14,6  8 

14,286 

15,504 

15,203 

15,504 

15.670 

16,097 

16.842 

16,784 

17,459 

17,664 

IS, 101 

18,314 

18,710% 

IS,  912% 

19,153 

19,305 

19,277 

19,715 

19,875 

20.290   . 

20,633 

21,4;1 

21,481 

21,1(8 

21.3S3 

21,886 

22,231 

22, 356 

23.0<5 

23,253 

22,993 

23,603 

24.174 

24,716 

25,358 

26.878 

26.433 

26, 930 

27,683 

2S.372 

28.  128 


$29  31 

23  29% 

22  29 

24  00 
24  25 
24  26 

24  20 

25  68 

23  81 
23  84 
25  42 
31  82 
37  38 

35  87 

37  18 

38  18 

39  63 

40  03 

40  55 

41  5S 
41  SS 

40  03 
38  72 

36  34 
34  54 
?2  59 
31  36 
22  64 
34  35 

36  23 

37  2S 
37  66 
37  10 
37  10 
37  12 

37  57 

38  46 

39  34 

30  83 

41  64 

31  84 
41  78 
41  80 
41  71 
41  06 
41  68 

41  (2 

42  14 
42  98 
44  77 
47  12 
49  91 


$12  81 

14  89% 

15  85% 

16  60 

17  22 

17  79 

18  11 

19  71 
18  55 
18  56 

20  16 

24  21 
27  76 
27  51 
27  76 

29  80 

30  55 

31  12 

31  96 

32  44 

33  33 

31  03 
30  42 

25  90 
27  35 

26  07 

25  14 

26  04 

27  19 

28  30 

29  22 
25  59 
29  29 
29  29 
29  60 
29  76 

29  83 

30  46 
30  89 

32  53 
32  55 
32  70 
32  78 
32  86 
32  50 
32  73 

32  66 

33  (8 

33  34 

34  10 

35  09 
38  '5 


529 
523 
514 
563 
575 
585 
5t6 
615 
634 
6 17 
629 
666 
630 
666 
6S6 
695 
700 
603 
694 
716 
740 
749 
751 
771 
766 
770 
762 
776 
782 
793 
807 
820 
820 
831 
840 
8  49 
855 
86! 
876 
915 
942 
956 
971 
999 
1,008 
1,(04 
1,010 
1,0m 

1,035 
1,039 
1,046 


692 

009 
754 
217 
880 
251 
660 
765 
087 
699 
785 
587 
316 
165 
316 
769 
052 
1140 
802 
096 
728 
283 
314 
032 
015 
878 

24ft 
472 
559 
407 
091 
791 
811 
811 
367 
744 
055 
200 
083 
131 
199 
975 
734 
337 
71ft 
990 
485 
069 
620 
lft<", 
MM 
088 


361,316 
365,1(3 

381,321 
387,139 
375,(87 
365, i 61 
384  752 
388,063 
;  97, 7.2 
399,522 
i. 96. 701 
438,323 
414,527 
438,323 
477. ',75 
484,912 
495,(32 
461,127 
439,3ft3 
4(8,309 
472, 2S3 
495,743 
4ftl,038 
515, 19S 
595,918 
309,246 
504,912 
519,423 
E 32, 874 
549, 3C4 
551,(06 
570.293 
570,293 
573, 041 
583,292 
574,817 
592,249 
59  1.316 
610,422 
645,201 
666,102 
6S3.91S 
711,111 
736,334 
729,892 
728,493 
720, 116 
738,573 
751,000 
764.119 
78S.342 


50  41 
45 


49% 

43 

50% 

46% 

50% 

48 

50% 

51 

50% 

83 

50% 

43 

52 

50 

f0% 

68 

50 

68 

50 

90 

50% 

85 

50 

90 

50% 

93 

50% 

49% 

4S% 

47% 

47% 

48% 

47% 

47% 

48 

47 

47 

45 

45 

45 

45 

45 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

43 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

41 

43 

41 

43 

40 

39 

39 

38 


74 

75 

78 

81 

87 

89 

92 

92 

94 

96 

96 

1  00 

1  04 

1  15 

1  06 

1  29 

1  25 

1  22 

1  2S 

1  29 

1  32 

1  34 

1  38 

1  45 

1  54 

1  67 
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MENT  UNDER  THE  PRESENT  LAW,   NOT  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 
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$156,389  25 
159,554  17 

$1,167,119  32 

1.4'  1,3  0  15 

$256,735  92 
266, 19S  76 

1*51 

$1,127,922  61 

$1,041,571  19 

$110,381  96 

1855 

164,330  00 

1.603.S41  15 

5.50 

3.25 

1,371,706  14 

322,125  37 

1,145.730  32 

240. 6i5  29 

1856 

164,723  55 

1,180,143  07 

5.72 

3.30 

1,534,732  32 

444,285  56 

1,137,357  92 

172,572  92 

1S57 

646  00 

2,009,437  00 

5.71 

3.46 

1,554,780  64 

454,343  53 

1,2,5,992  65 

162,670  98 

1S5S 

1S6.S41  12 

2,039,684  06 

5.43 

3.17 

1,621,379  CO 

531,413  85 

1.4  7,159  35 

167,721  07 

1853 

193,503  34 

2.015.7S5  20 

5.43 

3.35 

l,6i9,3S3  23 

44S.426  28 

1., 42. 171  70 

209, 8 56  38 

1860 

209,813  97 

2,10S,4s7    14 

3.55 

5.40 

1,783,114  48 

496,1:4  67 

1,436.063  00 

223,497  39 

1861 

210,752  00 

1,965,164  91 

4.75 

3.47 

1,756,307  38 

305,796  90 

1,367,181  38 

232.337  31 

1862 

211,784  60 

1,980,473  26 

4.00 

3.03 

1,7  7,347  36 

394,767  35 

1,698,040  01 

250,566  52 

1863 

216.087  03 

2,143.348  20 

5.i0 

3.27 

2,016,310  17 

488,517  09 

1,098,664  01 

390,227  30 

1S64 

210,134  08 

2.43S,640  37 

5.S9 

3.63 

2,318,069  IS 

374,450  97 

1,990,777  83 

410,346  26 

1865 

223,463  67 

3,013,(57  33 

6.56 

4.53 

2.801,759  31 

596,669  09 

2,211,521  70 

45-. 317  61 

1S66 

239, S13  19 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

5.04 

3.4S9.237  31 

985,152  55 

2,482,512  63 

601,087  21 

1S67 

218.521  87 

4,016.919  12 

7.53 

5.51 

4,314.028  52 

1,357,726  99 

2,019,109  93 

643,217  S8 

1868 

307,718  00 

4,438,946  66 

7.63 

6.30 

5,068,316  72 

1,104,860  21 

2,819,444  00 

727.624  05 

1869 

321,300  00 

4.731,049  86 

7.76 

5.39 

5,684,977  21 

,137  42 

3.010.690  33 

807,713  82 

1870 

318,451  34 

5. 016,  S01  73 

7.71 

6.58 

6,023,451  64 

3,006,194  41 

3.1S3.41S  S6 

7:9.275  4S 

1S71 

429,152  65 

5,229,024  68 

7.27 

5.06 

5,438,656  29 

2,536,637  39 

3,221,121  78 

863,738  96 

1^72 

375,332  71 

5.543.9S5  23 

7.50 

4.30 

6.671.949  93 

1,477,831  00 

2,424,970  91 

1,756,111  73 

1S73 

521.345  13 

5,787,833  65 

7.55 

5.02 

6,808,917  69 

1,600,131  62 

3.596,004  47 

1,652,651  94 

187  i 

533.625  13 

5,983,(04  90 

6.33 

5.14 

7.247,263  63 

1.722.1' 3  54 

3.755.3C9  66 

1,961.341  60 

IS  75 

72>.207  19 

6.C03.443  31 

6.27 

3.89 

6,918, S!l  03 

1,245,387  23 

3,826,9S7  12 

2,006,833  SS 

1876 

823,784  82 

5,627,943  56 

5.96 

3.75 

6,623.273  00 

961,915  02 

3.742. 

1.94S.470  46 

1877 

723,082  57 

5,2*9,646  25 

5.42 

2.30 

6,229.714  59 

S77.3S2  06 

3,651,883  00 

1,817,934  11 

1878 

497,030  76 

4.923.S74  62 

5.08 

3.12 

6.2*2,11')  7S 

878,808  93 

3,544,552  72 

1,672,927  . 

1879 

747.  UL<7  13 

4.S18.594  36 

5.04 

2.99 

5,859,009  06 

809,896  51 

3,606,911  82 

1,584,365  92 

1880 

865,819  70 

5,(31. 

5.08 

3.21 

6,499,120  91 

1,067,471  34 

3.673,225  S3 

1,703,224  t9 

1881 

684,127  S6 

5,452.902  2S 

5.39 

4.26 

6,686,256  93 

1,139.355  44 

3.830,079  £2 

1.6S7.912  96 

1SS2 

696,478  18 

5,676,545  57 

5.69 

3.61 

7,365,217  19 

1,431,670  68 

5,095,6! 

1,850,849  50 

1883 

700,340  SI 

6,313.832  62 

6.06 

3.61 

7.623.678  37 

1.4' 5.526  SI 

4,282,191  12 

1.965.706  63 

1S84 

803,103  18 

6,519,927  78 

6.14 

3.5  1 

8,095,942  18 

1,566,323  91 

4.447.618  69 

2,1  86,595  9S 

1885 

803,344  24 

6,672,185  29 

6.16 

3.55 

8,105,866  59 

1.537.565  15 

4,582,374  25 

2.117,667  28 

1886 

802.411  12 

6,946.949  23 

5.94 

3.34 

8,845,1 

1,461,673  43 

4.673.324  30 

2.171.4S1  66 

1S87 

S03.190  71 

7.134.701  52 

7.64 

3.34 

S, 836. 053  35 

1,642,961  33 

5,044,385  15 

2,297,364  51 

1888 

1,21  '7.009  52 

7,869,; 

6.19 

3.13 

9.008,852  33 

1,799,121  10 

>26  22 

2.504.8SO  71 

1.206,204  94 

7,923,622  43 

3.34 

9,851,095  75 

2,131,322  71 

5.438.5S7  21 

2.656.95S  93 

1890 

1,564,603  81 

8,061,137  92 

5.96 

3.22 

8,450,909  25 

2,892,667  68 

5,693.332  84 

2,829,690  06 

1891 

1,560,267  38 

S.1S7,S93  57 

5.86 

3.47 

10,820,(23  55 

2,378,780  77 

."19  91 

2,378,780  77 

1S92 

2,901,116  80 

7,776,101  62 

4.54 

2.74 

10,289,198  07 

2,979,271  21 

5,672,83 

2.535.9  >  49 

18  3 

4,039,766  22 

8,677,582  67 

4.4" 

3.20 

11.131.332  03 

2,834,091  22 

6,995.022  56 

3,637,038  74 

1>9» 

4.432.647  24 

8,598,542  71 

4.52 

2.75 

12,053,899  69 

3,182,749  40 

202  88 

3,912,622  13 

1895 

4,439,752  79 

9,296.162  78 

4.93 

2.88 

12,424,198  47 

3,297,416  07 

7. 46". 547  01 

4.016.SCS  96 

K9; 

4.389,029  79 

9,351,011  31 

4.83 

2.88 

13.528,246  S8 

3,296,294  14 

7,839,216  45 

4.104.615  52 

1897 

4,391.574  31 

9,725,229  60 

3.14 

1.64 

13.276.078  CO 

2,933,843  23 

v.'  2  .396  81 

6,817  03 

1898 

4.637.5S5  07 

10,078,540  87 

3.78 

2.58 

13,992  387  "2 

2,736,897  04 

8,358,092  99 

4,402.261  43 

1S99 

4.622,822  98 

10,500.962  67 

5.12 

2.64 

15,224 

3,061,523  90 

8,772,566  65 

4.474.192  S2 

1900 

4.291.154  93 

1  1,887,613  25 

5. IS 

2.77 

16,314,4S9  32 

3,394,531   34 

8.S74.295  97 

4.S19.126  03 

1901 

4,355.601  04 

12,687,415  80 

5.23 

2.SS 

2     7  ■ 

3,186,783  IS 

9,302,405  95 

5,182,928  92 

1902 

4.658,210  43 

17,781,589  84 

5.51 

2.95 

17,781,589  84 

3,647.771  24 

9,950,491  38 

. 212  07 

1903 

4,597,616  S3 

13,085.7  ' 

5.<5 

1.52 

. 

3.675,240  30 

10,303.035  43 

6.119.444  34 

1904 

4,576.413  32 

14.866,554  00 

6.29 

1.49 

21.480,604  98 

4,5S1,273  53 

11.237.161  96 

6,493,623  31 
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CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  June,  1905, 
lor  the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
ill  Warren  cor  city,  as  certified  to  by  Supt.  O.  J.  Gunning,  superin- 
tendent of  Warren  county,  as  per  act  of  Assembly,  approved  July 
3,  1895. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year, $89  88 

Appropriation  for  1904, 400  00 

Total |180  88 

Expenditures. 
Teacher's  wages,  8  months  at  110  per  month,.  .        $320  00 

Fuel  and  drayage, 75  01) 

Books  and  supplies, 69  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses,   21  0G 

188  00 

Balance  on  hand $1  82 

Males.  Females. 

Number  of  pupils  belonging  to  school 13  18 

Number  in  attendance  during  last  month 9  15 

Percentage  of  attendance  last  month, 88  83 

Percentage  of  attendance  during  term, 80  81 

(School  statistics  reported  by  Estella  Noyes.  teacher.) 

Distribution  of  State  aid  to  Normal  School  students  for  the  School 
year  ending  June,  1905. 


First 

Second 

Third.     

Fourth,     

Fifth 

Sixth     

Seventh 

Eighth,     Lock    Haven, 

Ninth j    Ind  ana 

Tenth \    California.     ... 

Eleventh Slippery   Rock 

Twelfth Edinboro, 

Thirteenth Clarion 


West    Chester,     ... 

Millersville 

Kutztown 

East    f-'troudsburg-. 

Mansfield 

HI   omsburg 

Shippensburg,    


Total, 


$29, 
24, 

17, 
1?, 
IS, 
52, 
15] 
15, 
22 
17' 
21, 
17. 
12, 


409  DC 

735  00 
764  50 
354  0) 
945  00 
717  50 
931  50 
199  00 
100  ro 
325  00 
603  00 
527  50 
114  01 


;_:  1,725  5  • 


Note.— The  above  amounts  paid  the  tuition  of  the  students  in   full,    the  State   thus  fuinish'nj 
free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 


No.  5.  STATISTICS.  501 


TOWNSHIP  HIGH  SCHOOLS  ENTITLED  TO  APPROPRIATION. 


List  of  township  high  schools  for  the  school  year  ending  Juno  o, 
1905,  which  were  entitled  to  a  pro  rata  share  of  the  appropriation 
to  township  high  schools. 

Note. — The  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature  in  1903  for  the 
school  year  ending  June  5,  1905 — $50,000 — was  only  sufficient  to  pay 
fifty-three  per  cent,  of  the  amount  to  which  the  several  schools  were 
entitled.  First  grade  schools  should  have  received  $800;  second 
grade,  $600;  and  third  grade.  $400,  but  the  appropriation  was  only 
sufficient  to  pay  first  grade  schools  $421;  second  grade,  $318;  and 
third  grade,  $212.  A  township  high  school  maintaining  a  four  years 
course  beyond  the  common  branches  constitutes  a  first  grade  school; 
one  maintaining  a  three  years  course,  a  second  grade  school  and  one 
maintaining  a  two  years  course,  a  third  grade  school. 

The  appropriation  for  township  high  schools  for  the  school  year 
ending  June,  1906,  is  $100,000  consequently  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  will  be  able  to  pay  those  townships  which  main- 
tain high  schools  during  the  present  school  year  more  liberally. 

Amount 
County.  Township.  received. 

ALLEGHENY,    Hanison $212 

Shaler 212 

Sterrett,  212 

BEAVER,     Harmony 212 

BEDFORD,     Broad   Top 212 

Liberty 212 

Monroe,     212 

BERKS Caernarvon 212 

Cumru,     212 

Ontelaunee 212 

Perry 212 

Spring,     212 

BRADFORD,     Orwell 212 

Smithfield 212 

Wyalusing 212 

BUCKS Durham i\< 

Fall? 31S 

Lowpr  Makefield 31  <J 

Mlddletown , 319 

31 
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County. 


Southampton, 
Springfield,    .. 
Doylestown,    . 
New  Britain, 
Nockamixon, 
Northampton, 


BUTLER, 

CAMBRIA, 
CARBON, 

CENTRE, 


.Franklin,  .... 
Muddy  Creek, 
Penn 


.  Reade, 


Township. 


. Maueh    Chunk,     ... 
Lower  Towamensinj 


.Walker,  .. 
Ferguson, 
Gregg,  . . . 
Haines,  .. 
Liberty, 
Worth.    ... 


Amount 
received. 
318 
318 
212 
212 
212 
212 


318 
318 
212 

318 

318 
212 

318 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 


CHESTER, 


CLARION 

CLEARFIELD, 


.Easttown 

West    Fallowfield, 

Honeybrook,     

East  Marlboro,  .. 
East  Nottingham, 

Tredyffrin,     

West  Bradford,  .. 
East   Brandywine, 

Cain,    

North  Coventry,  . 

East  Goshen,  

West  Nantmeal,    . 

New  Garden,    

New  London 

East  Pikeland,  . . . 
West  Pikeland,  .. 
East   Whiteland,    . 

Uwohlan 

West    Vincent, 

Wallace,    

Warwick,    


,  Salem, 


.Woodward, 
Bigler,  .... 
Huston, 


CLINTON, 


,  Lamar, 
Noyes, 


424 
318 
318 
318 
318 
318 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 

212 

318 
212 
212 

318 
318 
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County. 
COLUMBIA 


Tnw  nship. 


.Mifflin 

Briar  Creek,    . .. 
Fishing  Creek, 

Locust,     

Roaring  Creek, 
Scott 


CRAWFORD, 


.  East  Mead,   

Randolph , 

North  Shenango, 
Summit , 


CUMBERLAND, 


,  South  Middletown, 

Newton 

Penn 

East  Pennsboro,    . 


DAUPHIN, 


.Wiconisco, 
Deny,  ... 
Williams, 


DELAWARE, 


, Radnor 

Upper  Darby,    

Upper    Chichester, 
Nether  Providence, 


ELK, 


.Fox,      

Horton 

Jones 

Benezette,  .. 
Ridgway,  ... 
Spring  Cieek, 


ERIE, 


.  Girard,     

Springfield,    . .  . 
Elk  Creek, 
Harbor   Creek, 
Mill  Creek,    ... 

Venango 

Washington,     . 


FAYETTE, 


.  Perry 

North  Union. 


FOREST,    ... 
FRANKLIN, 


.  Jenks, 

.Metal, 
Quincy, 


FULTON 

HUNTINGDON, 
JEFFERSON,    . 


.Wells 

.Spruce  Creek, 


.Eldred,     

Snyder 

Washington, 


Amount 
received. 
318 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 

212 
212 
212 
212 

212 
212 
212 
212 

318 
212 
212 

424 

318 
212 
212 

'  318 
318 
318 
212 
212 
212 

421 
424 
31S 
212 
212 
212 
212 

212 
212 

318 

212 
212 

212 

212 

212 
212 
212 
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County. 
LACKAWANNA, 


Township. 


.South   Abington, 


LANCASTER, 


.East  Donegal, 
East  Earl, 

Bart,    

Conoy,    

Drumore,    

Fulton,     

Little    Britain, 
Paradise,     


LAWRENCE, 


LEBANON, 


.North   Beaver,    . 

Hickory,    

Pulaski,     

Slippery   Rock,    . 

.Jackson,    

North  Annville, 
South    Annville, 

Cornwall 

West   Cornwall, 
Heidelberg 


LEHIGH,  .. 
LUZERNE, 

LYCOMING, 
McKEAN,  .. 
MIFFLIN,      . 


.Salisbury, 
Whitehall, 

.Hazle,     .. . 
Newport, 
Plymouth, 


.Mclntyre, 
.Foster.    .. 


MONTGOMERY, 


.Brown,     

Armagh 

Union,     

Derry 

.Cheltenham,     

Lower  Merion,    . . . 

Abington,     

LTpper  Gwynedd,    . 

Moreland 

Plymouth,    

Whitpain,     

West    Pottsgrove, 


NORTHAMPTON,   ... 
NORTHUMBERLAND, 


.Lower  Saucon, 


.East  Chillisquaque, 

Coal 

Delaware,     

Zerbe 


Amount 

received. 

212 

318 
318 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 

318 
212 
212 
212 

318 
212 
212 
212 
212 
212 


PIKE, 


.Westfali, 
Delaware, 


212 
212 

424 
318 
318 

212 

212 

421 
318 
318 
212 

424 
424 
318 
318 
318 
31S 
212 
212 

21? 

212 
212 
212 
212 

318 
212 
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Amount 
Counry.  Township.  received. 

POTTER Harrison,    424 

Stewardson 318 

Roulette 212 

SCHUYLKILL Union,     318 

Branch 212 

Cass ,    212 

Delano,     212 

Frailey 212 

Hegins 212 

SULLIVAN Colley,    212 

SUSQUEHANNA ..Brooklyn,     318 

Harford,    212 

Herrick 212 

UNION, Hartley,     318 

Lewis,     318 

VENANGO,    Sugarcreek,     31S 

Complanter,     212 

Oakland,     212 

Richland, 212 

Rockland,     212 

WARREN,    Sheffield,     318 

Brokenstraw,     212 

Cone  wango ,     212 

Corydon 212 

Freehold 212 

Glade 212 

Kinzua 212 

Pine    Grove,     212 

Sugar   Grove 212 

WASHINGTON Cecil 31? 

Cross   Creek 318 

Independence,    212 

Mount  Pleasant 212 

Peters 212 

WAYNE Damascus 421 

Mount    Pleasant 318 

Clinton 212 

Dreher 212 

Lake,     212 

Lehigh 212 

Preston 212 

WYOMING,    Monroe '. 318 

Noxen 212 

YORK Codorus 424 
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Average  Monthly   Wages   of   Male   Teachers   by   Counties   for  the   School   Year 

Ending  June  5,  1905. 


1.  Allegheny,     $89  50 

2.  Delaware ,    

3.  Lackawanna ,     

4.  Luzerne 

5.  McKean ,     

6.  Elk     

7.  Chester,     

8.  Westmoreland ' 

9.  Warren ,    

10.  Cameron 

11.  Washington ,     

12.  Montgomery ,     

13.  Schuylkill,     

14.  Fayette 

15.  Beaver,    

16.  Carbon 

17.  Susquehanna 

18.  Potter 

19.  Blair 

20.  Jefferson ,    

21.  Tioga,     

22.  Erie,    

23.  Cam  bria 

24.  Lehigh 

25.  Bucks 

26.  Lancaster,     

27.  Northampton ,      

28.  Bradford ,     

29.  Clearfield 

30.  Dauphin ■ 

31.  Venango,    

32.  Northumberland 

33.  Wayne,    

34.  Butler,     

35.  Lawrence,     

36.  Crawford,     

37.  Armstrong 

38.  Mercer,      

39.  Lebanon ,     

40.  Wyoming 

41.  Greene,    

42.  Forest 

43.  Columbia,    

44.  Clarion 

45.  Somerset,     

46.  Indiana 

47.  Mifflin ,     

48.  Bedford 

49.  Clinton 

50.  Franklin ,     

51.  Sullivan ,     

52.  Lycoming 

53.  York 

54.  Centre ,     

55.  Cumberland ,    

56.  Pike 

57.  Berks ,    

58.  Monroe,     

59.  Montour,     

60.  Union ,    

61.  Huntingdon,     

62.  Perry,     

63.  Adams 

64.  Juniata,    

65.  Snyder,    

66.  Fulton,    j. 
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58 
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57 
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56 
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56 
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55 
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52 
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74 
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51 

SS 
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51 

28 
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50 

57 

49 

75 

4X 

84 

48 

3!) 

4S 

30 

4-7 

73 

47 

71 

47 

68 

47 

17 

46 

85 

46 

16 

45 

83 

45 

24 

44 

79 

44 

78 

44 

68 

44 

53 

41 

52 

44 

43 

44 

17 

44 

12 

43  93 

43 

45 

43 

44 

43 

40 

4:: 

16 

42 

70 

42 

54 

42 

41 

42 

26 

40 

46 

40 

00 

40 

00 

39 

90 

39 

54 

39 

52 

.19 

29 

39 

29 

38  14 

36  33 
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Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  5,  1905. 


1.  Allegheny $51  32 

2.  Delaware 47  27 

3.  Washington ,     46  00 

4.  Westmoreland 45  88 

5.  Fayette,    43  96 

6.  Lancaster 43  55 

7.  Montgomery,     42  38 

8.  Bucks 41  55 

9.  Schuylkill,     41  36 

10.  Luzerne,     41  04 

11.  Elk 40  91 

12.  Chester 40  88 

13.  Blair,    . . ". 40  86 

14.  Beaver 40  79 

15.  McKean 40  63 

16.  Cambria 40  51 

17.  Lebanon 40  45 

18.  Butler 40  36 

19.  Northampton , 39  89 

20.  Greene,    39  63 

21.  Lehigh,    39  44 

22.  Dauphin 39  14 

23.  Jefferson 38  94 

24.  Venango 38  88 

25.  Lackawanna ,     38  85 

26.  Clearfield 38  47 

27.  Armstrong,     38  29 

28.  Lawrence 38  18 

29.  Cameron,     38  12 

30.  Forest,     37  96 

31.  Northumberland,     37  90 

32.  York 37  79 

33.  Cumberland ,    37  78 

34.  Somerset 37  56 

35.  Warren ,    37  46 

36.  Carbon ,    37  33 

37.  Lycoming,     37  27 

38.  Franklin 37  14 

39.  Mercer 36  85 

40.  Erie 36  76 

41.  Indiana 36  63 

42.  Potter 36  46 

43.  Centre 36  41 

44.  Mifflin,     • 36  40 

45.  Montour,    36  40 

46.  Union 36  37 

47.  Clarion ,     36  27 

48.  Susquehanna ,    36  26 

49.  Berks,    36  25 

50.  Tioga 36  21 

51.  Bradford 36  17 

52.  Adams,    36  15 

53.  Clinton 36  10 

54.  Monroe 36  03 

55.  Columbia ,    36  01 

56.  Crawford,    35  95 

57.  Bedford,    35  87 

58.  Sullivan 35  86 

59.  Huntingdon 35  79 

60.  Wyoming,    35  62 

61.  Wayne,    35  60 

62.  Perry 35  49 

63.  Pike 35  38 

64.  Juniata ,     35  37 

65.  Snyder,     35  09 

66.  Fulton 35  00 
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Average  Length  of  the  Annual   School  Term   by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  5,  1905. 


1.  Delaware 9.43 

2.  Allegheny,     9 .42 

3.  Lackawanna,     9.36 

4.  Montgomery 9.29 

5.  Northampton,     8.72 

6.  Luzerne,    8.71 

7.  Chester,     8.69 

8.  Schuylkill 8.65 

9.  Bucks,      8.63 

10.  Dauphin,    8.53 

11.  Erie,    8.45 

12.  Lehigh,    8.40 

13.  Carbon 8.36 

14.  Northumberland 8.34 

15.  Berks 8.29 

16.  McKean 8.12 

17.  Blair 8 .  09 

18.  Lawrence 7.99 

19.  Elk 7.94 

20.  Beaver,    7.92 

21.  Lebanon 7.84 

22.  Venango,     7.82 

23.  Warren,    7.81 

24.  Montour,    7.81 

25.  Lancaster,     7.80 

26.  Washington 7.79 

27.  Cambria 7.77 

28.  Potter 7.72 

29.  Westmoreland,     7.72 

30.  Mercer,    7.72 

31.  Columbia 7.71 

32.  Crawford 7.69 

33.  Lycoming 7.64 

34.  Fayette 7 .  64 

35.  Cameron ,     7 .  64 

36.  York 7.63 

37.  Cumberland 7.61 

38.  Forest 7.59 

39.  Mifflin 7.5S 

40.  Pike,     7.57 

41.  Butler 7.51 

42.  Wyoming,    7.51 

43.  Monroe 7.48 

44.  Clearfield,    7.46 

45.  Tioga,     7.43 

46.  Clinton,     7.41 

47.  Franklin 7.41 

48.  Wayne 7.41 

49.  Jefferson,     7.37 

50.  Armstrong 7.36 

51.  Union 7.36 

52.  Perry,     7.35 

53.  Susquehanna,    7.25 

54.  Huntingdon,     7.23 

55.  Centre 7.22 

56.  Adams,    7.22 

57.  Clarion 7.20 

58.  Somerset,     7.20 

59.  Indiana ,    7.12 

60.  Fulton,     7.12 

61.  Bradford,     7.11 

62.  Juniata  ,    7.11 

63.  Bedford,    7.11 

64.  Greene,    7.07 

65.  Snyder,     7.06 

66.  Sullivan,     7.01 


No. 


STATISTICS. 


-.09 


STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OP  SCHOOLS  IN  THK  SEVE1  AL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  5,    1905. 

(In  this  statement,   fractions  of  a  month,    one-half  or  over,  are  counted  whole  numbers.) 


Counties. 


Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver,     

Bedford,     

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks,     

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette,     

Forest 

Franklin,      

Fulton 

Greene,     

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata,     

Lackawanna,     ... 

Lancaster 

Lawrence,    

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming,    

McKean,     

Mi  rcer,    

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery, 

Montour 

Northampton,    ... 
Northumberland, 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna.    ... 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland,     . 

Wyoming 

York 

Total 

Philadelphia 

Total 


2 

12 

169 

1,816 

957 

318 

88 

3,17a 

51 

31 

277 

359 

141 

36 

167 

341 

11 

19 

304 

334 

334 

41 

17 

459 

851 

"27 

27 

1S6 

440 

102 

62 

273 

437 

99 

112 

S3 

63 

357 

12 

65 

29 

285 

371 

182 

82 

312 

576 

3o 

20 

56 

29 

112 

13 

71 

29 

7 

250 

286 

97 

I'll' 

151 

10 

500 

9 

30 

220 

251 

77 

•  i 

73 

108 

181 

89 

12 

168 

269 

49 

65 

104 

279 

497 

34 

36 

18 

192 

_ 

218 

142 

32 

170 

562 

2S9 

133 

0 

427 

21 

162 

32 

215 

228 

96 

125 

147 

78 

236 

289 

6' 13 

38 

101 

G6 

17 

276 

3o9 

4 

81 

85 

16 

221 

237 

34 

6 

196 

23  i 

• 

41 

291 

125 

217 

342 

12 

100 

112 

466 

220 

86 

36 

125 

128 

442 

761 

36 

134 

94 

67 

139 

300 

149 

7.", 

53 

161 

43S 

56 

796 

106 

151 

1,109 

150 

47 

231 

42S 

110 

136 

73 

319 

113 

58 

226 

397 

32 

16 

91 

31 

10 

107 

148 

401 

97 

43 

85 

626 

31 

1 

46 

7S 

171 

151 

60 

128 

510 

24 

261 

17 

146 

448 

26 

20 

144 

190 

16 

12 

47 

. 

37 

100 

99 

236 

167 

400 

101 

172 

7 

118 

125 

9 

61 

305 

375 

3 

5 

87 

93 

23 

oa 

201 

2~9 

58 

43 

268 

369 

14 

7 

82 

103 

102 

62 

160 

321 

61 

115 

123 

170 

133 

311 

6U 

29 

34 

169 

232 

6 

212 

230 

432 

.v, 

13 

49 

83 

145 

160 

79 

395 

634 

4,770 

6, SIS 

4.061 

11,687 

27.331 

3,924 

3,921 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES   HAVING   SEVEN,    EIGHT,    NINE   AND   TEN   MONTHS   RE- 
SPECTIVELY  FOR   THE    SCHOOL   YEAR   ENDING  JUNE   5,    1905. 
(In  this  statement,   fractions  of   a  month,  one-half  or  over,   are  counted  whole  numbers.) 


!     s 


Adams 

Allegheny,     

Armstrong,     

Beaver,    

Bedford,      

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler,      

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre,     

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield,    

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland,     ... 

Dauphin 

Delaware,     

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon,     ... 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata,    

Lackawanna,     . . 

Lancaster,     

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming,     

McKean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery,     . . 

Montour 

Northampton,     . 
Northumberland, 

Perry,     

Pike,    

Potter,     

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset,     

Sullivan 

Susquehanna, 

Tioga 

L'nion 

Venango,    

Warren 

Washington,     ... 

Wayne 

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming 

York 

Total 

Philadelphia,     ... 

Total 


110 
I 


28 

35 

11 

117 

37 

46 

32 

51 

38 

41 

47 

58 

18 

28 

37 

58 

6 

49 

46 

55 

42 

54 

4 

8 

10 

24 

30 

34 

2 

74 

30 

37 

42 

51 

21 

28 

23 

32 

41 

64 

21 

30 

24 

39 

42 

2 

13 

15 

38 

26 

42 

5 

10 

15 

19 

11 

12 

24 

25 

39 

43 

36 

39 

24 

34 

IS 

17 

9 

3l 

37 

61 

19 

27 

10 

20 

12 

2j 

25 

72 

42 

52 

6 

21 

37 

4S 

9 

14 

14 

2') 

12 

63 

10 

12 

10 

37 

23 

36 

23 

30 

7 

11 

16 

31 

34 

80 

17 

IS 

39 

45 

9 

12 

28 

40 

25 

41 

13 

15 

22 

31 

14 

31 

38 

66 

20 

3i 

40 

73 

IS 

32 

38 

$i 

178 

2,548 
1 

No. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT    OP   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR    THE    SCHOOL   YEAR 

ENDING  JUNE   5,    1905. 


Name  of   Principal. 


Adams  County. 
East  Berlin  borough, 
Fairfield  borough,    ... 
Gettysburg  borough, 
Littlestown   borough, 
Allegheny  County. 

Allegheny  city,    

Aspinwall  borough,    . 

Avalon   borough 

Bellevue  borough.  ... 
Braddock  borough,  .. 
Carnegie  borough ,  . . 
Coraopolis   borough, 

Crafton  borough 

Duquesne  borough,    . 
Edgevvood  borough,    . 
Elizabeth    borough, 
Harrison  township,    . 

Homestead  borough, 
McKeesport  borough, 
Millvale  borough,    ... 


North  Braddock  bcro. ,. 

Oakdale    borough 

Oakmont  borough 

Pitcairn  borough 

Pittsburg  Academical, 
Pittsburg  Commercial, 
Pittsburg  Normal,  . . . 
Shaler    township 


Sheraden    borough,    . 

Sterrett    township,     . 
Tarentum  borough,    . 

Turtle   Creek   borough, .  3 

Verona   borough,     2 

Wilkinsburg  borough,    .  3 
Armstrong   County. 

Apollo  borough 3 

Ford  city  borough 3 

Freeport  borough 3 

Kittanning  borough ',', 

Leechburg  borough,    ...  3 

Parker  City  borough,    . .  2 

Beaver    County. 

Beaver  borough,    4 

Beaver  Falls  borough,..  4 

Bridgewater  borough,    .  2 

Freedom   borough,    3 

Harmony   township,    ...  3 

Monaca   borough 3 

New  Brighton  borough,  4 

Rochester  borough 4 

Bedford    County. 

Broad  Top  township,    ..  2 

Bedford   borough 4 

Everett   borough,     3 

Liberty   township,     3 

Monroe  township,    2 

Hyndman  borough,    4 

Saxton  borough 3 

Schellburg    borough,     ..  3 
Berks   County. 

Bernville  borough 3 

Birdsboro   borough.     . 

Boyertown    borough,     ..  3 

Caernarvon  township,    .  3 


J.    Paul    Kauffman. 
C.    A.    Landis. 
Win.   I.    Book. 
W.    A.    Burgi  on. 

W.    L.    Smith. 
E.  J.   Robinson. 
C.  E.  Dickey. 

C.    C.    Williamson. 

J.    E.    Little. 

T.   J,    George. 

C.    C.    Marshall. 

S.    S.    Baker. 

H.    E.    Winner. 

W.  E.  Borger. 

Mary   J.    park. 

J.       Elwood      Wherry, 

Natrona. 
Lyde   P.    Williams. 
Ell   S.    Day. 
J-      C.      R.      Johnston, 

Millvale    Sta. 
Erastus    F.    Loucks. 
T.    K.    Johnston 
W.    E.    Bair. 

E.  H.   Knoch. 
Edward    Rynearson. 
Edward   Rynearson. 
Edward   Rynearson. 
Alice   E.    Davis,    Glen- 

shaw. 

F.  L.    Hannum,     She- 
radenville. 

I.  C.    Eakin. 

S.     H.     Gardner,     Wil- 
kinsburg. 
H.    W.    Goodwin. 
Anna   A.    Fulton. 
W.   C.   Graham. 

W.    A.    Rodgers. 
Edw.     Taylor    Daugh. 
H.    H.    Elliott. 
Carlton    P.    Fairbanks. 
F.    D.    Neal. 
R.        L.        Hildebrand, 
Parker's   Landing. 

J.   Brad   Craig. 
Andrew     Lester. 
W.    E.    McCaughters. 
C.    F.    Hetche. 

II.  Dorothy   Anderson, 
Economy. 

David   C.    Locke. 

0.  F.    Downes. 
.1.    B.    Hawk. 

W.         M.  Edwards. 

i  lefiance. 
L.    C.    Stunkard. 
II.    L.    Rinehart. 

1 .  E.    !  tolsinger,  Saxton 
Matthew    B.    Black. 

.1.  A.  Erhard. 
L.  E.  Boyer. 
E.    S.   Rice. 

J.     H.     Bream. 
J.    A.    Grier. 
Samuel  I.   Henry. 

I  i'I  M.   Ltinbach. 
Mt.    Penn. 


r,i2 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


TABULAR    STATEMENT    OF    HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR    THE    SCHOOL    YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  5,    1905— Continued. 


Enrollment. 

<D 

a 

.2 

S 

ca 

a 

s 

fc 

Eh 

Teachers. 


Name  of   Principal. 


Cumru   township 

Fleetwood    borough, 
Hamburg   borough,    . . . 
Heidelburg,  Lower, 

township. 
Ontelaunee  township,    . 

Perry  township,    


Reading  Girls 

Reading    Boys 

Reading,    Evening 

Spring  township 

Worn elsdorf  borough, 
Blair    County. 

Altoona   city 

Bellwood    borough,     

Hollidaysburg   borough, 

Juniata    borough 

Martinsburg  borough,.. 
Roaring    Spring    boro.,. 

Tyrone    borough,     

Bradford    County. 

Athens    borough 

Canton    borough 

Monroeton  borough,  .. 
New    Albany    borough, . 

Orwell  township,    

Sayre    borough 

Smithtield    township,... 

Towanda    borough 

Troy    borough 

Troy,    Ind 

Ulster,    Ind 

Wyalusing  borough,  .. 
Wyalusing     township, . . 

Bucks   County. 

Bristol    borough 

Doylestown  borough,  .. 
Doylestown  township. . . 
Durham  township,    


Falls   township,    

Lower  Makefield   twp., 

Middletown     township, 

New  Britain  township. 
New  Hope  borough,  . 
Newtown  borough,  .. 
Nockamixon   township, 


Northampton   township,    2 


Perkasie  borough,    .. 
Quakertown  borough, 


Sellersville    borough,     . 
Springfield     township,  . . 


Southampton    twp., 
Yardley    borough,     . 

Butler  County. 
Butler    borough,     ... 
Franklin    township, 


Muddy  Creek  township, 
Penn    township 


4  9 
4  9 
*3    ;   9 


10 
7% 


9% 
9 


359 

■J  L'n 
12 
IS 

174 
7 
24 


101 
13 


10 

34 

12 

IS 

22 

45 

11 

23 

14 

26 

15 

29 

451 

451 

359 

175 

395 

16 

28 

11 

29 

314 

488 

17 

24 

28 

52 

21 

30 

27 

40 

162 

149 

74 

13 

38 

23  .. 
134 

17 

118 

73 

40  .. 
51  .. 
64 
30  .. 


1 

11 

5 

7 

6 

12 

3 

6 

5 

10 

1 

2 

55 

55 

33 

6 

14 

5 

9 

4 

9 

47 

66 

5 

7 

6 

10 

6 

7 

7 

7 

9 

15 

13 

18 

6 

12 

6 

S 

2 

4 

2 

11 

22 

2 

3 

A.    M.    Dietrich,     Shil- 

lington. 
Wm.    C.    Sampson. 

E.  J.   Conner. 

Wm.        A.        Strieker, 

Wernersville. 
Howard      C.       Snyder, 

Leesport. 
Irvin        M.         Shalter, 

Temple. 
Mary   H.    Mayer. 
Robert   S.   Birch. 
H.    R.   Brunner. 

F.  O.    Hartman. 
William   H.    Mattes. 

Geo.    D.    Robb. 
John   A.    Hindman. 
Howard    R.    Myers. 
A.    M.    Jacobs. 
E.     S.    Kagarise. 
J.    K.   Ritchey. 
H.    S.    Fleck. 

J.    P.   Robinson. 
James   A.   Chrestensen. 
Budell    Phillips. 
D.    M.    Soper. 
Philip    Reilly. 


41  I.    F.    Stetler. 


1 

1       2 

...        2 

y2  i% 


East 


F.  W.    Gorham, 
Smithfield. 

J.   H.   Humphries. 
\\".    M.    Denison. 
Ezra   A.    Calkins. 

G.  A.    Saxton. 
Clinton    P.    McCord. 
Jos.   H.    Hurst,    Camp- 
town. 

Jennie    C.    Adams. 

J.    M.    Shelly. 

A.    James    Gayman. 

Ira  R.  Baker,  Riegels- 
ville. 

H.  C.  Neagly,  Fall- 
sington. 

Owen  E.  Batt,  Edge- 
wood. 

E.         W.        Martindell, 

Hulmeville. 

Paul   S.    Gayman. 

O.  L.  Underwood. 

J.    H.    Hoffman. 
Maude      Mason,      Doy- 
lestown. 

Geo.  W.  Hellyer,  Rich- 
boro. 

Albert    C.    Rutter. 

Gordon  Luckenbill, 

Richland    Center. 

W.    R.    Nauman. 

H.    E.    Barndt,    Pleas- 
ant   Valley. 

H.   N.  Davis. 

Guy  E.   Albert. 

V.    K.   Irvine. 

Letitia  Barnes,  Pros- 
pect. 

Margaret  Washabaugh , 
Grove    City. 

J.  B.   Storey,   Renfrew. 


♦Copied    from    last    year's    report. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT    OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR    THE    SCHOOL    YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  5,    1905— Continued. 


Location. 


c 

Enr 

cc 

- 

1 

o 
o 
- 

a 

o 

o 

C 

c 

~* 

CO 

- 

o 

fi 

o 

d 

t» 

- 

s 

Graduates       Teachers. 


a 

<n 

id 

E 

!( 

"5 

© 

'^ 

- 

£ 

Name  of   Principal. 


Cambria  County. 

East   Conemaugh  b'.n...  3 

Ebensburg   borough,     ..  3 

Gallitzin   borough,    3 

Johnstown    city 4 

Patton    borough 3 

Reade    township 3 

South    Fork    borough,..  3 

Cameron  County. 

Emporium    borough,     ..  4 

Carbon   County, 

E.    Mauch  Chunk  bor.,.  4 

Lansford   borough 4 

Lehighton    borough,    ...  3 

Mauch   Chunk   bor 4 

Mauch    Chunk   twp.,    ..  4 

Packerton,    Ind.,     3 

Parryville   borough,     ...  3 

Summit    Hill    bor Z 

Weatherly  borough,    ...  3 

Weissport    borough,     ...  3 
Centre  County. 

Belief onte  borough 4 

Centre    Hall    borough,..  3 

Ferguson    township,     ..  2 

Gregg    township 2 

Haines  township,    2 

Harris    township 3 


Liberty    township,     . . . 

Millheim  borough,  ... 
Philipsburg  borough... 
State  College  borough, 
Walker   township,    . . . . 


Wortl.  township 

Chester    County. 

Atglen    borough 

Avondale  borough 

Cain    township,     

Coatesville  borough,  . 
Downingtown  borough, 
East  Brandy  wine  twp.. 

Easttown   township,     .. 

East  Goshen  township, 

East  Marlsboro  twp.,   . 

East  Nottingham  twp., 
East   Pikeland   twp., 

Honey  brook  borough, . 
Honeybrook  township, 
NT<  v    Garden  township. 

New  London  township, 
North   Coventry  twp.,. 

Oxford    borough 

PhoenixviHe  borough, . 
Spring  City  borough. . . 
Tredyffrin    township.    . 


4 
4 
3 

I 
3 
3 
3 

3 
1 

2 


9  ■_• 

8 

8% 

8 
8 

8 

7 


15 
17 
132 
13 
12 


16 

24 
34 

24 


22 
22 
190 
17 

ie 

21 
41 

23 

40 


LI 

20 

10 

10 

39 

50 

22 

32 

4 

17 

" 

IS 

10 

12 

13 


37  7 

39  3 

322  IS 

30  3 

2S  2 


14 

13 

27 

23 

55 

7S 

11 

17 

31 

12 

11 

23 

14 

8 

22 

29       1 

22        2 


! 

70          97  lfi"  14 

31          3S  69  2 

15           17  Zl  I 


8     11 


96     10       7     17  3 

17       2       2        4  1 

17 1 

30 1 

27       3       3       6  1 

16 1 

2S       2        4       6  1 

1        4  1 
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1 

2 

:: 

?. 

2 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 

3 
3 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

: 

1 

i 
i 
i 

i 

1 

i 

1 
5 

i 

"  i 

1  H.      M.      Farr,      Cone- 
ma  ugh. 
:     W.    T.    Clarke. 
1    R.    H.    Biter. 
1.    W.    F.    Long. 
:     B.    I.    Myers. 

1  J.   ''.  Williams,    Moun- 

taindale. 

2  M.   S.    Bentz. 

Edward    S.    Ling. 


2    P.    H.    McCabe. 
;    Elmer  E.    Kuntz. 
2    F-    A.   Ebert. 

Edward        W.        Rom- 
berger,    A.    M. 

A.    E.     Wagner,     Nes- 
quehoning. 

J.    F.    Arner. 
1    Wm.    H.    Krill. 
1    H.    M.    Webber. 

N.    S.    Murphy. 
]    Clinton    S.    Felmlee. 

John  D.  Meyer. 
S.  W.  Gram  lev 
Wm.  S.   Gerhard,    Pine 

Grove    Mills. 
W.       P.        Hosterman, 

Penn    Hall. 

E.  S.    Stover,    Aarons- 
burg. 

H.   C.   Rothrock,  B..als- 
burg. 

F.  M.    Pletcher,    Blan- 
chard. 

C.  R.   Neff. 

D.  H.    Robbins. 
Effie  C.   Snyder. 

J-        S.        Hosterman, 

Hublersburgr. 
J.    A.    Williams.     Port 

Matilda. 

Edward    W.    Reenan. 
William    H.    Snvder. 
Helen   Whiting. 
Elmer   E.    Hess. 
J.    R.    Hunsicker. 
W.     I.     Taylor.     Guth- 

rieville. 
Aaron        M.        Snyder, 

Berwyn. 
Wm.     E.    Roberts,     W 

Chester. 
A.     L.     Carey,     Union- 

ville. 
A.     L.     Eby.     Oxford. 
J.     T.     Shoffner.     Kim- 

berton. 
John    Y.    Pennypacker. 
Harry    M.    Dengler. 

E.  W.         Shortlidge. 
Laudenburar. 

Samuel   II.   Young. 

H.       R.        A'anderslice. 

Cedarnoll. 
R.    1..    Johnson,    M.     \ 
J.    M.    Hostetter. 
Thos.    A.    Bock. 
John  C.  Bechtel.  Paoll. 


L!Mi: 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT    OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR    THE    SCHOOL    YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  5,   1905— Continued. 


Location. 
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3 
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.c 

a 

c 
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>< 

s 

Enrollment. 


Warwick   township, 

Wallace    township, 

West  Chester  borough,. 
West  Fallo\vfield  twp.,. 

West  Grove  borough, . . 
West  Nantmeal  twp.,.. 

West  Pikeland  twp.,    .. 

West  Vincent  twp.,    ... 

Clarion     County. 

Clarion  borough 

Edenburg   borough,    .... 

Foxburg,     Ind.,     

New  Bethlehem  bor. ... 
Rimersburg  borough,.. 
St.  Petersburg  bor.,  .. 
Salem    township 

Sligo   borough 

Clearfield    County. 

Rigler  township,    

Brisbin   borqugh 

(  1.  arfield    borough 

Curwensville    borough,  . 
DuBois    borough,     .. 
Houtzdale  borough, 
Huston    township,     , 

Iroona   borough,     . . . 
Mahaffey   borough, 
Morris   township,     .. 

Woodward  township,    .. 

Clinton    County. 

Lamar  township 

Lock   Haven   borough, . . 

Mill  Hall  borough 

Noyes    township,     

Renovo    borough 

Columbia  County. 

Benton    borough 

Ber w  ick    borough 

Bloomsburg 

,  h.sa  borough,  .. 
Fishing  Creek  twp.,  .. 
Mifflin  township 

Orangeville   borough, . . . 

Crawford    County. 
Beaver,    Ind.,     

("anil. i  ids  e    S  p  r  i  n  g  s 

borough. 

i  lenterville  borough,    ... 

ra  ni. in    borough,. . . 

autville    borough, 

East   Mead   township,.. 


:  borough,  ... 
li.- detown  borough,  . 
Linesville  borough,    . 

Meach  llle    city,     

North    Shenango   twp 

Randolph    township, 


2 

7 

3 

SV4 

4 

10 

2 

8 

3 

9 

3 

8 

3 

8 
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8 

2 

9 

3 

S 

iy? 
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8 

2 
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3 

8 

- 
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3 

8 

2 

7 

4 

7 

4 

9 

3 

8 

4 

!) 

3 

8 

3 

' 

3 

7 

2 

8 

2 

8 

3 

8 

4 

7 

i 

8 

3 

8 

3 

8 

4 

8 

3 

8 

4 

9 

4 

9 

3 

9 

3 

7 

3 

7 

:: 

8 

1 

7 

4 

9 

2 

8 

3 

8 

4 

8 

2 

7 

2 

8 

2 

7 

3 

s 

4 

9 

3 

7 

2 

7% 

11 

41 
94 
100 
150 
32 
33 

38 

17 
13 


21 

31 

21 

23 

103 

17 

22 

44 

76 

8fi 

138 

29 

52 

12 

26 

13 

27 

10 

20 

7 

13 

32 

65 

6 

14 

36 

7.-. 

28 

54 

5 

5 

11 

20 

2 

:: 

1'. 

?,'< 

157 

21". 

13 

S3 

9 

14 

Name  of   Principal. 


1       IS.  lola  Mauger,   Elver- 
son. 
1    M.    Elsie  Philips,    Glen 
Moore. 
4       4       8    Addison    Jones. 

1    F.        E.        Hagenbuck, 
Cochranville. 

2  ....  1     2    a.    A.    McCrone. 
1    S.  H.  Hetrick,   Barnes - 

ton. 
1    Elma         M.         Philips, 

Chester   Springs. 
1    E.  J.  Williams,    Birch- 

runville. 

1  ....       1    E.    M.    Sweitzer. 

1  ....        1    N.    E.    Heeter. 

1  ....        1    C.    M.    McNaughton. 

1       1       2    N.    G.    Parke. 

1  ....        1    R.    R.    Stuart. 

1  ....        1    Gael    G.    Wilson. 

1    C.     A.     Middleswarth, 
Lamartine. 
K.    M.    Smith. 

J.   E.   Clark,    Madera. 
1       1    D.    B.    McCracken. 

3  2        5    H.    E.    Trout. 

1  4       5    H.   J.    Barrett. 

2  3       5    C.    E.    Plasterer. 

1  ....        1    J.    E.    Radebach. 

2  ....       2   A.     L.     Scofield,     Pen- 
field. 

1  ....       1    J.    A.    Green. 

1  ....        1    W.    E.    Tobias. 

1    W.        W.        Eisenhart, 
Morrisdale    Mines. 

1  ....        1    B.  F.  Rinehart,  Houtz- 
dale. 


1 

1 

2 

H.    C.   Rothrock. 

1 

2 

3 

Ira   B.    McNeal. 

1  . 

1 

B.    J.    Bowers. 

1 

1 

2 

W.   I.   Zechman,  West- 
port. 

2 

2 

4 

Oden   C.    Gortner. 

E.  E.   Bease. 
J.    W.    Snyder. 
L.    P.    Sterner. 

J.    Morris    Roberts. 
Gerdon    Baker. 

F.  A.  Berkenstock. 
Mifflinville. 

Walter    Riland. 

H.   H.  Bentley,   Beaver 

Center. 
W.    D.    Lewis. 

Harry    H.     Hall. 

Geo.    W.    Zaun. 

I.e.    Verne    A.    Marsh. 

C.  F.  Chamberlain, 
Cambridge     Springs. 

Walter    D.    Kinney. 

"D.    O.    Hopkins. 

F.    A.    MeKelvev. 

E.    R.   Haxton. 

C.  W.  Wagner,  Free- 
dom. 

Charles  B.  McLallen, 
Cambridge     Springs. 


•Copied    from    last    year's    report. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT    OF1   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE    SCHOOL    YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  5,   1905— Continued. 


Location. 


Enrollment. 

Graduat 

es. 

Teachers. 

0) 
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CD 

<v 

0) 

m 

Hi 

c 
o 
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s 

d 

IK 

HI 

d 

"3 

3 

sj 

(H 

a 

s 

h 

h 

s 

h 

t- 

s 

h 

H 

Name  of   Principal. 


Saegertown  borough,  . 
Springboro  borough,  . 
Summit    township,     ... 

Titusville  borough,  .. 
Townville    borough,     .. 

Venango   borough 

Cumberland  County. 

Carlisle    borough 

East   Pennsboro  twp.,. 

Mechancsburg  borough, 
Mt.  Holly  Springs  bor. , 
New  Cumberland  bor., 

Newville  borough,    

Shippensburg  borough, 
South   Middletown   bor., 

Dauphin    County. 
Ren  ysburg   borough,    . . 

Dauphin     borough 

Elizabethville    borough, 

Qratz  borough 

Halifax    borough 

I  [a  rrisburg  city 

Hummelstown  borough, 

Lykens    borough 

Middletown  borough,... 
Millersburg    borough,... 

Penbrook   borough 

Rovalton   borough 

Steelton    borough,     

Uniontown  borough.  ... 
Wiconisco  township,... 
Williams    township,     ... 


Delaware   County. 

Chester  city 4 

Darby   borough 4 

Media   borough 4 

Providence     Nether  10 

township. 

Radnor   township 4 

Ridley    Park    borough,.  2 

Swarthmore    borough,..  4 

[Tp'and  borough j  2 

Upper  Darby  township,  3 

Elk    County. 

Benezette    township,     ..  3 

Pox    township 3 

Horton  township,    3 

Johnsonburg  borough,..  4 

.Tones   township 3 

Ridgway  borough 4 

Ridgway   township 2 

Spring  Creek  township.  " 

St.    Mary's   borough,    ..  4 
Erie    County. 

Albion  borough |  3 

Corry    city ;  4 

East  Mill  Creek  twp.,..  4 

Easl  Springfield  bor.,   ..'  2 

Edinboro  borough 2 

Elk  <  !reek  tow  nship,   . .  3 

Erie  city 4 

Fairview  borough 2 

Grirard  borough 1 

Grirard  township 4 


91/2 


9V2 
10 
9'/2 
9 

9>/2 

10 

9 

•■«, 
10 


!"-j 


91 
14 

12 

95 
18 

42 
18 
16 

12 
45 
10 

18 
14 
7 
18 
12 

389 
16 
32 
41 
24 
19 
7 

116 
16 
26 
18 


35 
18 

35 

146 

28 
19 

151 
31 

84 
36 
41 
24 
SO 
20 

35 
35 
16 
36 
24 

694 
33 
60 
72 
44 
31 
15 

214 
32 
46 
34 


667 

44 
47 
50 


6 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

13 

1 

2 

1 

8 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

9 

3 

2 

1 

146 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

2 

1 

OS 

7 

5 

1 

5 

2 

4 

1 

P.    M.    Woodward. 

Irvin    N.    Salisbury. 

C.    W.    Cubbison,    Fre- 
donia. 
8    H.    D.    Hopkins. 
1    T.    E.   Kingsley. 
1    Ogden    Bole. 

5   S.    C.    Beitzel. 
1    John      Hetrick,      Wesl 
Fairview. 

A.    B.    Hess. 

Chas.    W.    Appleman. 
1    G.    P.   Klugh. 
1    J.    I.    Martin. 
4    W.    C.    McClelland. 
1    John    A.    Ward. 


H.    H.    Potecher. 
E.    C.    Leber. 
A.    R.    Gilbert. 
J.    T.    Hoffman. 
P.    L.    Hocker. 
F-    E.   Downes. 
H.    L.    Meyer. 
W.   M.   Yeingst. 
L.   B.    Nye. 
J.    F.    Adams. 
J.    W.   M.    Garvey. 

Chas.    S.   Davis. 
Calvin  L.  Grimm. 
P.    E.    Shambaugh. 
Frank        D.        Ke'boch, 
Wilhamstown. 

Thomas   S.    Cole. 
Chas.    P.    Sweeney. 
Leon    H.    Watters. 
W.        Reid       Kirkland. 

Wallingford. 
Geo.       H.       W  i  Is  o  n, 

Wayne. 
Geo.   Gailey  Chambers. 
Wm.    G.    Cleaver 

A.  C.    Kriebel. 
Elizabeth    D.     Turner, 

Lansdowne. 

C.   M.   Rosenberry 

K.  F.  Bastian,  Ker- 
sey. 

T.  E.  Kingsley,  Brock- 
port. 

G.    B.    Gerberich. 

Ernest   S.   Hopkins. 

W.    M.    Peirce. 

B.  H.    Rhinesmith. 

M.   A.    Hallahan,    Port- 
land   Mills. 
J.    J.    Lynch. 

F.    A.   Shaw. 
Mary    L.    rireene. 
Robt.  B.  Proudfit.   Erie 

R.   D.   5. 
W.    N.    Strawbridge. 
J.   F.  McArthur. 
Geo.        M.        Mcintosh. 

Lundy's   Lane. 
.Tno.    C.    Diehl. 
Wm.    R.    Lingo. 

C.  F.    Armour. 
Helen  Selinger,   N.   Gl- 

rard. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT   OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR    THE    SCHOOL    YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  5,   1905— Continued. 


Location. 


Enrollment. 


Harbor  Creek  township, 

McKean  township 

Mill   Creek  township,... 

Mill    Village   borough,. 
North  East  borough,    . . . 

Platea  borough,    

Springfield  township,    ., 

Union   City   borough,    ., 

Venango   township,    

Washington  township,.. 

Waterford   borough,    .., 
Wattsburg    borough,     .. 

Fayette   County. 
Connellsville    borough,. 
Uniontown    borough,     ., 

Forest     County. 
Jenks  township,    


Tionesta  borough 

Franklin    County. 
Chambersburg   bor. ,     . . . 
Greencastle  borough,    .. 
Mereersburg   borough, . . 

Metal  township,    

Quincy  township 

Waynesboro    borough, . . 

Fulton    County. 
McConnellsburg    bor. , . . 

Wells    township,     

Greene    County. 
Waynesburg     borough,. 

Huntingdon  County. 
Alexander  borough,    

Huntingdon  borough, 
Mapleton    Depot   bor.,.. 
Mount   Union   borough,. 

Orbisonia   borough 

Petersburg  borough,  .. 
Spruce  Creek  township, 

Indiana     County. 
Blairsville   borough,    ... 
Saltsburg   borough 

Jefferson    County. 

Big  Run  borough,    

Brockwayville  borough, 
Brookville    borough, 

i  lorsica  borough 

Eldred  township 

Falls  Creek  borough,  .. 
Punxsutawney  borough, 
Reynoldsville  borough,. 
Snyder    township 


Summerville   borough,. 
Washington    township, 

.Tuniata    County. 

Mifflintown   borough,     . 

Patterson   borough,    ... 

Lackawanna  '  bounty. 

Archbald  borough 

Blakely   borough,    

i  a  rbondale  city 

I  >;i  Iton  borough 

Dickson    City   borough, 
Dunmore    borough,     ... 

.Termyn    borough 

Lackawanna  township, 

Mayfield  borough 


8 

18 

19 

8 

5 

4 

9 

14 

14 

8 

12 

11 

!) 

37 

58 

7 

2 

4 

8 
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27 

61 

8 

7 

8 

7 

4 

8 

9 

8 

10 

9 

9 

43 

57 

9 

99 
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8 
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9 

94 
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8 

18 
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7 

G 
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7 

15 

12 

7 

3 

3 

8 

4 

11 
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47 

91 
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36 

7 
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7 

15 
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8 

14 

s 
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20 
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9 
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59 
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8 

11 
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9 

9 
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9 

8 

15 
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9 

3 

10 

V 

9 

28 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

26 
95 
6 

4 
8 
2 

4 

9 
4 

8 
17 
6 
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15 

12 

1 

7 
1 
2 

8 
1 
2 

55 
19 

1 
3 
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3 

8 
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100 

-15 
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8 

9 

14 

18 
22 

31 

1 

4 

5 

37 

3 

7 

10 
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37 
42 
23 

15 

7 

6 
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12 
2 
7 
2 

19 
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3 

91 

5 

5 

17 

18 
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6 
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25 
51 

5 

S 

13 

229 

"2 

1  ! 

85 

°7 

10 

4 

"3 

2S 
7 
5 

11 

38 
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Name  of   Principal. 


Albert   G.    Weidler. 
M.   Agnes  Daley. 
H.    J.    McCreary,     Erip 
R.    F.   D.   2. 

D.  L,    McMurren. 

I.  H.    Russell. 
Chauncey    Ferguson. 
V.      R.      Henry,      West 

Springfield. 
S.    C.    Humes. 
R.  G.   Jones.  N.   East. 
Harry     Gibson,     Edin- 

boro. 

E.  M.    Mixor. 

N.    W.    Williams. 

J.    P.    Wiley. 
Ella   Peach. 

Fred.       E.       Sleight, 
Marienville. 

D.  W.    Morrison. 

W.    F.    Zumbro. 
L.   E.    Smith. 
Garry  C.    Myers. 
J.    T.    Ruhl. 
G.    Charles   Clever. 
C.    E.    Reber. 

Emery    Thomas. 
H.    M.    Griffith. 

L.   R.   Eckles. 

W.    M.    Heaton.    Cass- 
ville. 

E.  S.   Gerhard. 
C.    W.    Swope. 
J.    A.    Runk. 
W.    A.   Parsons. 

T.    W.    J     MfClnin. 
Milton  B.   Wright. 

H.    D.    Condron. 
Charles   Ray. 

F.  S.    Jackson. 
C.    E.    Wilson. 
Earla    Mitchell. 
C.    B.    Carrier. 

L.    M.    Jones.    Sigel. 
A.     J.     Hamilton. 
H.    W.    WUlier. 
C.    V.    Smith. 
W.    M.   Brown,    Brock- 
wayville. 

W.     M.     Jones,     Rock- 
dale   Mills. 

W.   C.   Donnellv. 
Clair   N.    Graybill. 

W.    A.    Keller. 

II.  B.    Anthonv.    Peck- 
vjiie. 

W.    D.    Bryden. 
c     R.    Hanven.    Jr. 
John    E.    Williams. 
P.    N.    Davis. 
RaVoh    M.    A-nhiba'd. 
Thomas    P.    Joyce,    Mi- 
ni oka. 
Jas.   P.   Wilson. 


No.  5. 
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Enrollment. 


Moosic   borough 

Olyphant    borough,    . 

Scranton   City 

South   Abington   twp. 


Throop   borough 

Waverly   borough,    .. 

Winton    borough,     ... 

Lancaster  County. 

Hait    township 


Christiana   borough, 
Columbia   borough, 

Conoy  township,    ... 


Denver    borough.     . 
East    Donegal   twp. 


East  Earl  twp 

Elizabethtown  borough, 

Ephrata    borough,     

Fulton   township 


Lancaster    boy's 

Lancaster  girl's 

Lititz  borough 

Manheim    borough 

Marietta   borough 

Mount   Joy    borough,    .. 
Quarryville  borough.    .. 

Strasburg  borough,    

Lawrence  County. 
Ellwood  City  borough,. 
Enon    Valley    borough,  . 
Hickory  township,    


New    Castle    City 

New  Wilmington   bor., 
North    Beaver    twp 


Pulaski    township. 


Slippery   Rock  twp.,    ... 
Lebanon  County. 

Cornwall  twp 

Heidelberg  twp 

Jackson    township,     


Lebanon   City 

North  Annville  twp. 


West  Cornwall   twp 

Lehigh  County. 

Allentown  City 

Catasauqua   borough,    .. 
Coopersburg   borough, .. 

Coplay  borough 

Emaus   borough 

Fountain    Hill   borough. 


Hokendauo.ua, 

Salisburg  twp. 


Ind. 


Slatington    borough,     . 

W.  Bethlehem  borough 

White   Hall   township.. 

Luzerne  County. 

Ashley   borough 

Avoca   borough      

Dorranceton    bor 

Duryea    borough 

Edwardsville    borough, 


8% 


mi 

5 


23 

19 
14 
29 

17 

17 

22 
13 
11 

122 

22 
ill 

14 

16 

14 
17 


247 
20 
27 
36 
39 
12 
22 

31 
11 
14  | 

225 

34 
18 

20 

11 


96 

128 

8 

9 

10 

11 

196 

237 

27 

41 

12 

17 

13 

8 

11 

7 

in 

12 

8 

10 

28 

24 

48 

37 

41 

39 

IS 

27 

15 

40 

IS 

42 

13 

39 

4.-. 

P4 

13 

So 

23 
56 

21 
38 
60 
44 

155 

247 
42 
46 
50 
68 
29 
39 

53  f 
24' 
25 

347 

56 
39 

34 

I 

27  j 

22 
26 


224 
17 


n      ft 
P.     fa 


w  •    I    O 

S      fa     H 


Name  of  Principal. 


1 

5 

6 

1 

...J 

3 

6 

9 

1 

il 

32 

88 

120 

16 

12 

6 

6 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

4 

1 

5 

4 

9 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

fi 

10 

16 

2 

2 

2 

4 

6 

1 

3 

5 

8 

1 

5 

9 

14 

1 

5 
2 

1 
2 

1 

2 

3 

10 

7 

17 

2 

10 

5 

15 

1 

26 

26 

5 

2 

38 

38 

3 

7 

10 

7 

17 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

2 

5 

7 

1 

1 

4 

4 

8 

2 

6 

2 

8 

1 

3 

6 

9 

1 

6 

10 

16 

1 
1 

1 

5 

2 
4 

11 

33 

44 

5 

12 

17 

1 

4 

6 

10 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

6 

10 

2 

20 

25 

45 

3 

4 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

49 

47 

96 

9 

5 

5 

9 

14 

2 

1 

5 

6 

1 

5 

7 

12 

1 

4 

4 

8 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

6 

9 

1 

6 

7 

13 

2 

6 

8 

14 

3 

5 

.", 

10 

3 

1 

is 

3 

21 

- 

7 

8 

15 

1 

1 

1 

i 
1 

9 

9 

11 

5 

5 

1 

3 

2 

8 

10 

1 

1 

1  James  J.   Powell. 

2  Thos.    F.   Hanahue. 
23  Albert  H.    Welles. 

I  F.    H.   Greene,    Clark',? 

Green. 

II  John  J.  O'Hara. 
1  Ralph  L.  Wood. 
1   Jno.  A.  Moyles. 


C.  E.  Charles,  Lancas- 
ter  R.   D.    8. 

James  Damold. 

Mary  Y.   Welsh. 

H.  S.  Brinser,  Bain- 
bridge. 

S.    H.   Ziegler. 

A.  S.      Longeneckc-r, 
Maytown. 

I.  B.  Good,   Terre  Hill. 

E.  L.  Pontz. 

H.    E.    Gehman. 

T.    E.    Garber,    Peter's 

Creek. 
J.    P.    McCaskev. 
Sarah   H.   Bundell. 
G.    Herman   Goetz. 

B.  F.    Heiges. 
John   H.   Shenk. 
Geo.    E.   Mart. 
Harry    D.    Weller. 
W.    Lewis   Haldy. 


L.   H.    Turner. 

R.  L.   Hildebrand. 

M.  B.  Foster,  Skid- 
more. 

G.    A.    Diek?on. 

Pen   G.   Graham. 

James  H.  Edgar,  Mt. 
Jackson. 

G.  Carl  Warnock,  New 
Castle. 

Ralph  H.  Gardner. 

A.  P.  Weaver. 

Alvin  Binner,  Schaef- 
ferstown. 

F.  L.  Reber,  Myers- 
town. 

L.  I.  Loveland. 

H.  M.  B.  Lehn.  Ann- 
ville. 

R.  P.  Wolfersberger, 
Bismark. 

JL    H.    Schwartz. 

H.    J.    Relnhard. 

S.   M.   Smyser. 

W.    E.    Musselman. 

W.   D.   Landis. 

Chas.   W.  Yourl,    South 

Bethlehem. 
Gus.   E.    Eswald. 
M.   J.  Wertman,   South 

Allentown. 
F.   J.   Stettler. 
C.   T.    Bender. 
P.  H.  Breinig. 


3  E.  D.  Bovard. 
:  Michael  Toole. 
2  David  Wiant. 

4  T.    J.    Regan. 

2  James  O.  Herman. 


35 
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Location. 


White  Haven  borough,. 
Wilkes-Barre  City,  ... 
Wyoming   borough,     — 

Lycoming  County. 
Hughesville  borough,    .. 
Jersey   Shore  borough, . 

Mclntyre  township 

Montgomerv  borough, . 
Montoursville    borough, 

Muncy   borough 

Picture  Rocks  borough, 
S.    Williamsport    bor. ,.. 

Williamsport  city 

McKean  County. 

Bradford  city 

Eldred    borough 

Foster  township 


Kane  borough 

Mt.  Jewett  borough,  . . 
Port  Allegany  borough, 
Smethport  borough,    

Mercer  County. 
Greenville   borough,    .. 
Grove  City  borough,    .. 
Jamestown   borough,    ., 

Mercer  borough 

Sandy  Lake  

Sharon  borough 

Stoneboro    borough,     .. 

Mifflin  County. 
Armagh    township,     ... 
Brown   township,     


McVeytown  township, 
Menno   township 


Union  township 

Monroe  County. 
East  Stroudsburg  bor.,, 
Montgomery  County. 
Abington  township,    ... 

Ambler  borough 

Bridgeport  borough,    .. 
Cheltenham   t wp. ,     — 


Collegeville  borough, 
Conshohocken    borough, 
East  Greenville  bor.,    .. 

Hatfield  borough 

Jenkintown  borough,    .. 

Lansdale  borough,    

Lower    Merion    t  wp. , . . . 

Moreland   township,    .. 


Enrollment. 


Exeter   borough 

Fairview  township,  . 
Freeland  borough,  .. 
Hanover  township,    . 

Hazleton   City 

Hazle  township 

Kingston  borough,  .. 
Luzerne  borough,  ... 
Nanticoke  borough,  . 
Nescopeck  borough,  . 
Newport  township,    . 

Parsons  borough,  ... 
Plymouth  township, 

Shickshinny  borough 
W.  Pittston  borough, 


W.  Wyoming  borough, .    3       9 


» 

9 

'5 

6 

11 

4 

8 

11 

14 

25 

8 

8V? 

11 

32 

43 

3 

10 

8 

24 

32 

4 

9 

96 

109 

205 

4 

9 

41 

55 

96 

3 

9 

24 

50 

74 

3 

9 

12 

2s 

40 

4 

9 

47 

62 

109 

3 

8 

12 

13 

25 

3 

9 

28 

40 

68 

2 

9 

10 

17 

27 

26 
366 

10 

18 
45 
15 
15 
30 
34 
11 
3 
173 

174 
31 

7 

52 
19 


17    30 


11 
484 

27 

27 
77 
16 
18 
35 
36 
18 
14 
263 

281 
31 

11 


40 

72 

18 

35 

32 

115 

36 

42 

16 

20 

35 

42 

19 

12 

47 

80 

13 

15 

12 

19 

15 

25 

4 

7 

12 

16 

3 

7 

14 

7 

3 

9 

13 

27 

3 

10 

21 

23 

3 

10 

20 

20 

3 

10 

8 

20 

4 

10 

49 

56 

3 

9 

13 

9 

3 

10 

33 

35 

3 

9 

17 

17 

2 

9 

11 

8 

4 

10 

20 

26 

3 

10 

29 

44 

4 

10 

57 

81 

3 

10 

2 

17 

37 

850 

37 

45 
122 
31 
33 
65 
70 
29 
17 


455 
62 
18 


1       1 
1.... 

1  1 

2  2 


128 

9 


4  5 
22  29 

5  8 
4  5 

61  111 

4  6 


436      16 


42  78  6 
12  15  1 
4       4       1 


150 

7 

16 

23 

51 

2 

2 

4 

112 

1 

9 

10 

53 

2 

3 

5 

147 

3 

13 

16 

78 

4 

12 

in 

36 

1 

fi 

7 

77 

7 

12 

19 

31 

1 

1 

127 

3 

8 

11 

28 

5 

1 

6 

31 

4 

4 

40 

8 

8 

27 

2 

3 

5 

28 

3 

3 

21 

4 

4 

40 

2 

4 

6 

44 

2 

2 

4 

40 

3 

4 

7 

28 

2 

5 

7 

105 

3 

7 

10 

22 

5 

2 

7 

(IS 

2 

7 

S 

34 

2 

7 

9 

19 

46 

3 

5 

8 

73 

3 

12 

15 

138 

5 

17 

22 

19 

5 

5 

Name  of  Principal. 


2    Edward    Sullivan. 

1  C.    L.    Moss. 
Thomas  M.   Farquhar. 
F.    W.     Nyhart,    New- 
town. 

J.   Donald   Geist. 

Milton  W.  Garrttte. 

George  Evans. 

Theron  G.  Osborne. 

A.   P.   Diffenderfer. 

James    H.    Shaw. 

Geo.  W.  Coxe,  Wana- 
mie. 

John  C.  Hart. 

D.  J.  Cray,  Wilkes- 
Barre. 

Harry  M.  Persing. 

L.  P.  Bierly,  227  Del. 
Ave.,     Pittston. 

W.  H.  Hench,  Wy- 
oming. 

Morris    G.    Readinger. 

J.    P.    Breidinger. 

Chas.  W.  Hermann. 

2  J.    H.    Dundore. 

3  H.    H.  Weber. 
1  J.   J.   Behney. 

1  W.  E.  Schnee. 

2  C.   B.   Renn. 

S  Harris  A.   Spotts. 
1  Geo.   A.  Ferrell. 

1  W.   N.    Hunter. 
W.   W.   Kelchner. 

Meredith  D.  Morris. 

2  C.  W.  Lillibridge. 

2  Bert  Montgomery,  Der- 
rick City. 
5   John   A.   Young. 
2   Burdette  Bayle. 

H.  M.  Wilson. 

T.   T.   Allen. 

Jas.   J.    Palmer. 
C.    B.    Smathers. 
Wm.    D.   Gamble. 
J.  L.   Ghering. 
Charles  L.   Bartz. 
C.   G.   Cleaver. 
A.  R.    Hodge. 

Geo.    T.    Cooper. 

Geo.  W.  Billett,  Reeds- 
ville. 

C.   B.   Hanawalt. 

S.  Lena  Detweiler, 
Belleville. 

Jas.  F.  Wills,  Belle- 
ville. 

:    R.   M.  Van   Horn. 


E.   L.   Flack. 

Warren  R.   Rahn. 

W.  N.  Zelman. 

W.     J.     Ziegler,     Ash- 
bourne. 

P.ertha  Moser. 

E.    B.    Zieglpr. 

Franklin  J.  Fister. 
1    Harry  C.   Alderfer. 

Wiliard   S.   Campbell. 
4   H.   G.   Landis. 

Charles      W.       Hobbs, 
Ardmore. 

H.         Hallman       Fox, 
Abington. 


No.  5. 
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u 

d 

S 

>> 

£ 

3 
O 

n 

o 

a 

a 

~~* 

03 

J= 

m 

H 

s 

Enrollment. 

Graduates. 

Teachers. 

<D 

3 

a> 

s        «* 

a! 

oj 

I         6 

5 

d 

S 

cd 

"5 

f= 

d 

i      fe 

h 

S 

h 

H 

3 

fc 

H 

Name  of  Principal. 


Norcistown   borough,    ..4  10 

North   Wales   borough, .  4  9>£ 

Pennsburg  borough,    ...  3  9 

Pottstown  borough 4  10 

Plymouth   township 3  10 

Royersford  borough,    ...  4  9 

Souderton  borough 3  9 

Upper  Gwynedd  twp.,..  3  9 

W.   Conshohocken   bor.,  3  10 

W.    Pottsgrove   twp.,    ..4  8 

Whitpaln  township,    ...  3  10 
Moutour  County. 

Danville  borough 4  9 

Northampton  County. 

Alliance   borough 2  9 

Bangor  borough 4  9 

Bethlehem  borough.    ...  4  10 

E.   Bangor  borough,    ...  2  9 

Easton  city 4  10 

Hellertown  borough,    ..3  9 

Nazareth  borough 3  10 

Pen  Argyl  borough,    ...  3  9 

Portland   borough 3  9 

S.   Bethlehem  borough,.  4  10 

Northumberland  Co. 

Coal  township 2  9 

Delaware  township,    ...  2  7 

E.   Chillisquaque  twp.,.  3  8 

McEwensville   borough,  7 

Milton  borough 4  9 

Mt.   Carmel  borough,    . .  3  9 

Northumberland   bor.,..  4  9 

Ralpho    township,     3'  7 

Shamokin  borough 4  9 

Sunbury   borough,     4  9 

Turbotville   borough,    ..3  8 

Watsontown  borough, . .  4  8 

Zerbe  township 3  9 

Perry  County. 

Liverpool   borough,    3  S 

Marys ville  borough,    ...  3  9 

Millerstown     borough,..  4  8 

Newport   borough,    4  8% 

Philadelphia  County. 
Central   Manual    Train- 
ing,    Boy's 3  10 

N.  E.  Manual  Training, 

Boys,     3  10 

N.    E.    Cor.    Broad   and 

Green,   Boys 

Commercial,    for   Girls,  4  10 
17th  and  Spring  Garden 

Sts..    Girls 4  10 

Pike  County. 
Delaware  township,    ... 

Milford.    Ind 

Westfall  township 

Potter  County. 

Austin   borough,    

Coudersport  borough,   .. 

Galeton  borough,    

Harrison  township 

Lewisville  borough,    ... 

Oswayo  borough.    

Roulette   township 

Stewardstown   township 


181 
17 
12 

111 

12 

19 
15 
11 

12 
18 

4 


50 
107 
10 
161 
16 
16 
32 
62 
55 


9 
53 
35 
40 

11 

153 
74 
24 
23 

14 

S 
12 


246 
25 
11 

130 
12 

40 
17 
11 

13 
12 


61 
84 

7 
222 

7 
12 
34 
70 
65 


427 
42 
23 

241 

24 

f.9 
32 
22 

25 
30 
11 


111 
191 
17 
3S3 
23 
28 
66 
132 
120 

44 

24 


28  36  4 

4  7  1 

3  9  1 

IS  27  6 

3  5  1 


724 

725 

2,179 

1.750 

1,844 

19 
116 

80 
103 

21 

310 
158 
42 
54 
28 

17 
31 
23 
74 


724 
725 


2 

8 

15 

20 

4 

4 

9 
9 

4 

15 

3 

8 

10 

22 

4 

9 

88 

30 

4 

9 

29 

47 

4 

8 

24 

30 

4 

8tt 

85 

125 

2 

8 

1 

6 

2 

8 

8 

24 

3 

8 

11 

24 

2.179 
1,750 


1.S44 
35 


3 

"4 

119 

no 

173 


...    173      63 

205    205  .... 


32 

138 
76 
54 

210 

32 

35! 


226 

226 

69 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

6 

6 

2 
2 

1 

3 

"i 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 

4 

4 

8 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

i 

A.  D.  Eisenhower. 

B.  A.  Kline. 
M.   N.    Huttel. 
Wm.   E.   Pollison. 

W.    R.    Hartzell,    Nor- 

ristown. 
A.    H.    Gerberich. 
E.   L.   Loux. 
H.    S.   Gottshall,    West 

Point. 
W.   K.    Groff. 
E.    F.    Wade,    Stowe. 
W.  D.  Beyer,  Blue  Bell. 

J.    C.    Carey. 

E.  J.  Bernhardt,  North- 
ampton. 
John  W.  Gruver. 
R.  E.  Laramy. 
Wm.   S.  Lesh. 
Wm.   A.   Jones. 
A.   I.  Pteinhard. 
G.  A.   Grim. 
M.    Alton  Richards   . 
Ira   C.    Kinney. 
J.   B.  Krause. 

S.  C.  Tocum,  Shamo- 
kin. 

J.  Robt.  Hayes,  Wat- 
sontown. 

Charles  R.  Myers, 
Pottsgrove. 

H.    E.    Fegley. 

A.  Reist  Rutt. 

C.  D.  Oberdorf. 
W.   H.    Shemorry. 

E.    K.   Richards,    Elys- 
burg. 
James  W.  Alexander. 
H.  N.   Conser. 

B.  E.  Shannon. 
W.  L.  Leopold. 
L.   H.    Dennis. 

P.    A.    Hamilton. 

D.  A.   Kline. 
Jesse    F.    Troutman. 
J.    F.    Ferguson. 


Wm.    L.   Sayre,    17th  & 
Wood. 

Andrew     J.     Morrison, 
8th  St.  &  Lehigh  Ave. 

Robt.    Ellis   Thompson. 
Emily   L.    Graham. 

William  W.   Birdsall. 

Allen  W.  Jones,   Ding- 
man's   Ferry. 
A.    W.    Marvin. 
R.  Lee  Saunders. 


N.  P.   Benson. 

Geo.    E.   Zerfoss. 

Leon    D.    Taggart. 

R.   O.   Welfling. 

Chas.   M.    Rose. 

J.    Milton    Lord. 
1|  A.    B.    Benn. 
21  James  Wlddowson. 
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Name  of  Principal. 


4 

10 

3 

10 

4 

9 

4 

10 

4 

9 

4 

9 

o 

7 

4 

10 

Schuylkill  County. 

Ashland  borough,    3       9 

Auburn   borough 2       9 

Branch    township 3     10 

Cass   township -        9 

Cressona  borough 3       9 

Delano    township 3       9 

Frackville    borough 4       9 

Frailey   township,     3       9 

Girardville   borough.    ..3       9 

Gordon   borough 3        9 

Hegins  township 2       7 

Mahanoy  City 4       9 

Minersville  borough,  ..3  9 
Orwigsburg  borough,  ..4  9 
Pine  Grove  borough,    ..4       9 

Port    Carbon    borough,.  4       9 

Porter  township 3       9 

Pottsville   borough,    .. 

Rahn  township 

Shenandoah    borough, 
Tamaqua   borough.    .. 
Tower  City  borough. 
Tremont   borough,     . . . 
Union    township 

Torkville   borough.     .. 

Snyder  County. 

Middleburg    borough,...  2 

Selinsgrove  borough,    ..  4 

Somerset  County. 

Meyersdale    borough,     .  4 

Sullivan  County. 

Cherry   township 3 

Colley    township,     3 

Forksville   borough.     ...  2 

Hills    Grove   township,.  3 

La   Porte   borough 3 

Susquehanna  County. 

Brooklyn   township,     ...  3 

Harford    township 2 

Herrick    township 3 

Montrose    borough 4 

Susquehanna    borough,.  4 

Thompson    borough 2 

Tioga  County. 

Blossburg  borough,    3 

Elkland   borough,    3 

Knoxville  borough,    ....  3 

Wellsboro    borough,     ...  4 

Westfield    borough 3 

Union  County. 

Hartley  township 3 

Lewis  township 3 

Lewisburg   borough 4 

Mifflinburg  borough,     ..  4 

Venango  County. 

Complanter    township,.  3 

Emlenton    borough,     ...  2 

Franklin    city,    4 

Oakland    township 2 


Oil   City 4 

Pleasantville   borough,.  2 

Richland    township,     ...  2 

Sugar  Creek    township,  4 

BinUland    township,    ...  2 

Rousevilli-   borough,    ...  3 


V& 

7 

m:, 
9 
7 

9 
8 
9 
9 
9 


95 
4:, 
28 
19 
19 
11 


4 

8 

S 

13 

70 

118 

16 

17 

151 

252 

H 

28 

1 

7 

2      11 

4       9 


161      11      10 

79        4        6 


54 

4 

4 

8 

3'>, 

34 

2 

4 

6 

''1 

174 

29 

27 

56 

40 

3 

6 

9 

111 

2 

7 

9 

92 

11 

14 

25 

49 

4 

3 

7 

58 

2 

5 

7 

38 

2 

3 

5 

38 

42 

30 

3 

2 

rf 

93 

6 

6 

12 

32 

17 

3 

3 

28 

6 

6 

34 

3 

3 

28 

2 

1 

3 

27 

3 

3 

fi 

T, 

3 

1 

4 

96 

123 

8 

7 

15 

36 

5 

5 

30 

1 

2 

3 

124 

4 

4 

8 

56 

1 

5 

6 

103 

4 

15 

19 

182 

6 

14 

20 

79 

5 

6 

11 

56 

2 

6 

8 

35 

2 

3 

5 

82 

7 

10 

17 

69 

5 

9 

14 

12 

1 

2 

3 

21 

188 

6 

13 

19 

33 

5 

5 

10 

403 

16 

33 

49 

42 

7 

9 

8 

2 

2 

45 

2 

5 

7 

18 

o 

2 

L'ii 

2 

2 

T.    E.    Garbor. 

C.    A.    Bitter. 

M.  W.  Metzger,  Llew- 
ellyn. 

M.  C.  Butler,  Miners- 
ville. 

J.    E.    Sones. 

J.    M.    Schrope. 

Wm.   Boberts. 

Edw.  W.  Taylor,  Don- 
aldson. 

P.    H.    Monaghan. 

A.    M.    Frank. 

E.  J.  Henninger,  Don- 
aldson. 

('has.    E.    Hower. 

H.    H.    Spayd. 

P.   \V.   M.   Pussy. 

J.   J.   Kehler.    Jr. 

G.   W.    Channel! 

H.    M.    Bickert,    Bein- 

ertown. 

S.    A.    Thurlow. 

Joseph   Daley,  Coaldale. 

L.    B.   Edwards. 

J.  F.  Derr. 

E.   B.  Jenkyn. 

Ira  S.   Wolcott. 

I.  A.  Seltzer,  Bing- 
town. 

M.    F.    Fitzpatrick. 

Charles    Derr. 
A.    F.   Louge. 

W  .H.    Kretchman. 

James  A.  Bowles. 
Chas.    A.    Goss,    Lopez. 
Merritt   Flick. 
J.    Bob't    Molyneaux. 
James    M.    Strohl. 

Henry  M.  Snyder. 
George  A.  Stearns. 
Elliott  J.  Bunnell. 
Ernest  W.  Sipple. 
H.  W.  B.  Smith. 
Mary  A.  Donovan. 

E.  L.    Taylor. 
H.    F.    Walker. 
Chas.   E.   Dietz. 
H.   E.    Baeslv. 
J.    B.    Southard. 

Curtis  C.  Lesher,  Lew- 
isburg. 

W.  W.  Spiegelmyer, 
Millmont. 

Chas.    F.    Dewire. 

Geo.   S.   Bentz. 

Earl       D.       Thompson, 

Bouseville. 
W.   O.   Woodring. 
Chas.    E.    Lord. 

II.  A.  Carmiehael, 
Dempseytown. 

F.  J.   Turnbull. 
L.   E.   Cross. 

J.  F.  Wilson,  Emlen- 
ton. 

M.  C.  Harner,  Frank- 
lin. 

1..    H.   Peffer. 

Floyd   Slicker. 
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TABULAR    ST.V1KMKNT   OF    HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR    THE    SCHOOL    YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  5,   1905— Continued. 


Siverly    borough 

LJtica    borough,     

Warren  County. 
Conewango    township,.. 

Corydon    township 

Columbus    borough,     ... 

Glade  township,    

Kinzua    township 

Sheffield   township 

Sugar  Grove,    

Tidioute    borough 

Warren   borough 

Youngsville    borough... 

Washington  County. 
Canonsburg    borough... 

<  v,  u  township 

Charleroi   borough 

Claysville,    Ind. 

Cross   Creek   township,  . 

Donora  borough 

Independence  township. 

McDonald  borough,  ... 
Monongahela  City  bor., 
Mt.   Pleasant  twp 


Peters    township 3 

Wayne  County. 

Clinton   township 2 

Damascus  township.   ...  4 

Dreher  township 3 

Hawley   borough 3 

Honesdale  borough 4 

Lake   township 3 

Lehigh    township 3 


Mt.   Pleasant  township. 

Preston    township, 

Westmoreland  County. 
Derry  Station  borough, 

E.    Huntingdon   twp 

Greensburg  borough.    .. 

Irwin  borough,    

Jeannette   borough 

Latrobe   borough,    

Ligonier   borough,    

Monessen  borough 

Mt.    1'leasant  borough,. 
New    Kensington    bor., 
Parnassus   borough.    ... 

Scottdale   borough 

Vandergrift     borough.  .. 

West    Xewton    borough, 

Wyoming  County. 

Laceyville  borough 

Meshoppen   borough,    .. 
Monroe    township 


Xoxen  township 

Tunkhannock    bor., 
York  County. 
Codorus    township.     ... 
Dallastown  borough.    . 

Delta    borough 

Dillsburg   borough.    

Hanover  borough.    

Red    Lion   borough 

Wrightsville   borough... 

York   city 

York    Haven    borough.. 
York.    North,    borough, 


9 

I  9 

M.. 


3 

3 

9 

2 

9 

3 

9 

3 

9 

3 

8 

3 

8 

3 

8 

3 

8 

3 

S 

4 

y 

4 

7 

4 

S 

3 

8 

2 

8 

3 

9 

3 

8 

4 

8 

4 

9 

3 

2 

-* 

Enrollment. 


40 
19 
16 
172 
33 

41 

13 

-" 
10 
10 


53 

66 

10 

26 

20 

20 

73 

120 

12 

14 

It 

i 

25 

57 

23 

37 

19 

29 

20 

, 

i>; 

91 

i:. 

50 

ii' 

41 

32 

58 

fi 

19 

i«; 

29 

17 

1- 

8 

17 

25 

41 

12 

IS 

39 

IS 

42 

18 

25 

S 

19 

24 

40 

35 

i.; 

25 

10 

15 

14 

:m 

30 

"7 

r,o 

•J" 

l 

25 

34 

V»\ 

2.31 

10 

15 

5 

16 

15 
50 

20 
26 
25  .... 

11   .... 

IN    .... 

[9       2 

31   .... 
33       4 

2«n      1  1 

1 


m; 
L 
57 

12 
57 
43 

27 

64 

51 
35 
28 
60 
107 

59 
450 
25 
21 


«S  7 
26  4 
39  ... 

21 

23        1        1 
4 


6  7 
5  1" 
9      12 


6 

9 

2 

12 

4 

2 

11 
7 

1 

6 

2 
fi 

1 

2 

3 

5 
13 

8 

12 

4 
6 
16 

24 

r. 
11 
76 

e 

"s 

Name  of  Principal. 


1   D.    W.   Armstrong. 
1   J.    V.    McKelvey. 

1   Clyde    S.    Knapp. 

3  Clarence  Bryan. 

1   E.   L.  Monroe. 

1  L.  J.  Holmes,   Warren. 

1    K.   A.   Krautz. 

3  A.  W.   Mumford. 

1  W.    W.    Stauffer. 
3  ' '.    M.    Freeman. 

12   Fred  Leroy   Homer. 

2  Geo.    M.    Barker. 

5  F.  W.   McVay. 

_   Laura   Mollenauer. 
2    W.    1).    Wright. 

1  Louis   F.    Lutton. 

2  W.   E.  Cozius. 

2  J.   C.   Caldwell. 

1  A.     Louisa     Brownlee, 
W.     Middletown. 

3  Robt.    R.   Dewar. 

2  C.    H.    Wolford. 
J.       E.       McConaghel, 

Hickory. 
H.    S.    Kuder,    Canons- 
burg. 


Wm.       S.       Haldeman, 
Aldenville. 
3   W.    J.    Dietrick. 

2  Henry      S.      Schneider, 

Newfoundland. 
Mark  Creasy. 
H.    A.    Oday. 

3  M.    M.   Freyer.    Ariel. 

1  Chas.  Transue,  Goulds- 
boro. 

F.  Grace  Shaffer,  PI. 
Mt. 

J.  I.  Henshaw,  Win- 
wood. 


3  T.    S.    Bracken. 

2  W.   O.   Suter. 

4  Frank  D.   Miller. 

3  C.    C    Green. 

2  M.    G.    Schucker. 

3  A.    A.    Streng. 

1  <"has.   M.    Shoup. 

5  R.    W.    Himeliek. 
3   H.   D.    Hoffman. 

2  A.   D.    Horton. 
W.   G.   Dugan. 
Edgar   Reed. 
Roy  M.  Jamison. 
John   S.    Hart. 


M.   R.   Lefler. 
F.    H.   Taylor. 

John         E.         Morgan, 

Beaumont. 
H.    Stanley   Doll. 
Isaac   T.    Kepperley. 

E.   M.   Stahl,   Glenville. 

C.    W.    Stine. 

Le  Roy  A.    King. 

John    H.    Myers. 

J.    E.   Barm. 

W.    W.    Stauffer. 

i:     U.    Aumiller. 

C.    I'.-    Pennypacker. 

W.    Marcel lus   Miller. 

O.    W.    Reichly,    York. 
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Number  of  Permanent  Certificates  Issued  from  June  1,  1904  to  June  1,  1905. 


Allegheny,    ... 
Armstrong,    .. 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks,    

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon,    

Centre 

Chester,    

Clarion 

Clearfield, 
Crawford , 
Cumberland, 

Dauphin 

Delaware , 

Fayette 

Franklin,    ... 

Fulton,   

Greene 

Huntingdon, 

Indiana,   

Juniata,    

Lackawanna, 


Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh,     

Luzerne 

Lycoming,    

McKean 

Mercer 

Monroe,    

Montgomery,    ... 

Montour 

Northampton,    .. 
Northumberland , 

Perry,    

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset,    

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,     .. 

Union 

Venango 

Washington 

Westmoreland,    . 

Wyoming,     , 

York,    


10 
6 

18 
7 
4 

13 
5 
9 
5 
6 
2 

14 
8 
1 
2 

25 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 

17 
2 

42 
1 
1 


Total 476 


Permanent  Certificate  Committees. 
ADAMS  COUNTY.  BRADFORD  COUNTY. 


Daniel   Ruff,   New   Oxford. 
W.   A.    Bengaon,    Littlestown. 
Anna.   M.   Hake,   Gettysburg. 


I.   T.   Setler,    Sayre. 

F.  W.  Gorman,  E.  Smithfield. 

Marietta  Meredith,   Towanda. 


ALLEGHENY   COUNTY. 

C.  C.  Kelso,   Sharpsburg. 
W.  C.  Graham,  Wilkinsburg. 
Mary  J.   Marshall,    Pittsburg. 


BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Jennie  C.  Adams,   Bristol. 

Guy  E,  Albert,  Chalfont. 

Ella   Weinberger,    Doylestown. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

F.  D.  Neal,  Leechburg. 
Ella  Srader,    Freeport. 
E.  R.  Wolfe,   Neal. 


BUTLER  COUNTY. 

L.   F.   Hall,   Butler. 
W.  H.  Orr,   Petrolia. 
Ruth  Braham,    Harrisville. 


BEAVER  COUNTY. 

W.  C.  Stephens,   Hookstown. 
Margaret  Nair,   Beaver  Falls. 
Lola   J.   Anderson,    Beaver. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

M.    S.   Bentz,    So.   Fork. 
Carrie  Daley,   Ebensburg. 
B.  I.  Myers,  Patton. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

E.  S.  Rice,   Schellsburg. 
H.  L.  Rhinehart,  Everett. 
Anna  Knight,  Hopewell. 


CAMERON   COUNTY. 

Milford  Hallman,    Driftwood. 
D.  D.  Stroup,   Sinnamahoning. 
Nettie  Moore,   Emporium. 


BERKS    COUNTY. 

Frank  O.  Hartman,   Sinking  Spring. 
A.  M.  Dietrick,    Shillington. 
Cora  A.  Richards,   Maxatawny. 


CARBON    COUNTY. 

C.  S.  Felmlee,  Weissport. 

E.   W.   Romberger,    Mauch  Chunck. 

Lillie  Davis,   Weatherly. 


BLAIR  COUNTY. 

John  M.  Kyle,  Duncansville. 
E.   S.  Kagarise,    Martinsburg. 
Estelle  Reed,   Hollidaysburg. 


CENTRE  COUNTY. 

J.  E.   Wagner,   Bellefonte. 

W.  P.  Hosterman,    Penn   Hall. 

C.  D.  Koch,  Philipsburg. 
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CHESTER  COUNTY. 

A.  L.  Eby,   Oxford. 

John    C.  Bechtel,    Paoli. 

Rebecca  R.   Liggett,   "West  Chester. 


FOREST   COUNTY 

Earl  Small,   Nebraska. 

B.  H.  Bottenhorn,    Marienville. 

Blanche  Pease,   Tionesta. 


CLARION  COUNTY. 

J.  W.  Rutherford,    Callensburg. 
Zoe  Himes,   Clarion. 
Anna  Graham,  Clarion. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

W.   H.  Hockenberry,   Chambersburg. 
L.  E.   Smith,   Greencastle. 
Dessie  Hollinger,   Waynesboro. 


CLEARFIELD   COUNTY. 

H.  E.  Ward,   Clearfield. 

J.  E.   Radebach,   Houtzdale. 

Vina  Sweeney,  Du  Bois. 


FULTON  COUNTY. 

Emery  Thomas,    McConnellsburg. 
H.  M.  Griffith,   Wells  Tannery. 
Minnie    Mack,    McConnellsburg. 


CLINTON    COUNTY. 

D.  M.  Brungard,  Lock  Haven. 
Therese  Dieffenbaeh,  Renovo. 
John   C.   Smith,   Greenburr. 


GREENE  COUNTY. 

O.  E.  Rose,  Clarksville. 
H.  Y.  Murray,  Aleppo. 
Lucetta  Burns,  Waynesburg. 


COLUMBIA    COUNTY: 

L.  F.  Sterner,  Bloomsburg. 
Harlan  Snyder,  Berwick. 
Ida  C.  Rinker,   Bloomsburg. 


HUNTINGDON   COUNTY. 

M.    B.   Wright,    Spruce  Creek. 
Sally  L.  Livingston,   Huntingdon. 
W.   I.   Ricker,    Huntingdon. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 


INDIANA  COUNTY. 


C.  F.  Chamberlain,   Cambridge  Springs  E.  J.  Welch,   Homer  City. 
Idell  Kingsley,  Meadville.  Mary   McCormick,    Blairsville. 

Clinton  M.   Dickey,    Hartstown.  Ernest  Work,    Indiana. 


CUMBERLAND    COUNTY. 

McClelland  Goodhart,   Dickinson. 
James  E.  Carothers,   Carlisle. 
H.    B.    Markley,    Mechanicsburg. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

S.  E.  Downs,   Brookville. 

C.  E.   Wilson,    Brockwayville. 

G.   W.   F.   Mark,    Punxsutawney. 


DAUPHIN    COUNTY. 

Kathrine  Smith,   Millersburg. 
H.   B.   Garver,    Middletown. 
Nora  Grouse,    Steelton. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

W.  C.  Donnelly,   Mifflintown. 

Clair  N.   Graybill,    Mifflin. 

E.  Maude  Robinson,  Waterloo. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY. 

Carrie  E.  Redecker,   Oolwyn. 
A.  F.  K.  Krout,   Glenolden. 
Samuel   C.    Miller,    Norwood. 


LACKAWANNA    COUNTY. 

John  E.  Williams,    Olyphant. 
Dayton  Ellis,  Dunmore. 
Flora  Tinkham,   Waverly. 


ELK  COUNTY. 

M.  A.  Hallahan,  Portland  Mills. 

J.  J.  Lynch,   St.  Marys. 

Margaret  M.   Murphy,   Johnsonburg. 


LANCASTER   COUNTY. 

A.  S.  Longenecker,  Maytown. 
T.  E.  Garber,  Pleasant  Grove. 
Anna  K.   Miller,    Millersville. 


ERIE    COUNTY. 

James  Burns,  Erie. 

Virgil  Henry,   W.   Springfield. 

S.  C.  Humes,  Union  City. 


LAWRENCE    COUNTY. 

Geo.    C.    Thompson,    New   Castle. 
L.  H.  Turner,   Ellwood  City. 
Elizabeth  M.  Locke,  Harlansburg. 


FAYETTE    COUNTY. 

L.  G.  Chorpenning,  Fairchance. 
Thomas   H.    Means,    Percy. 
Clara  E.   Smith,   Uniontown. 


LEBANON    COUNTY. 

W.   S.   Poorman,    Palmyra. 

F.   Leonard  Reber,    Myerstown. 

Emma  M.  Schmauk,    Lebanon. 
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LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

Gustave  E.  Oswald,    Hokendauqua. 
S.   M.   Smyser,    Cocpersbuig. 
J.  P.  Deibert,   Schnecksville. 


POTTER  COUNTY. 

N.  P.  Benson,   Austin. 

E.  B.  Hillman,  Shingle  House. 

Laura  Marsh,   Coudersport. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

D.  J.  Cray,    Wilkes- Barre. 
T.  G.   Osboine,    Luzerne. 
Geo.   Evans,    Kingston. 


SCHUYLKILL   COUNTY. 

Edward  O'Donnell,    Girardville. 
Thomas  L.   Jones,   St.   Clair. 
William  Jones,   Minersville. 


LYCOMING    COUNTY. 

Harris  A.    Spotts,    Muncy. 
J.    G.    Dur.doie,    Hughesville. 
H.  H.  Weber,  Jersey  Shore. 


SNYDER  COUNTY. 

John   H.   Willis,    Middleburg. 
Thomas  G.   Herrold,   Port  Trevorton. 
Jennie    Miller,    Selins   Grove. 


McKEAN  COUNTY. 

H.   M.  Wilson,    Port  Allegany. 
T.  F.  Driscoll,   Bradford. 
Emma    Tretton,    Smethport. 


SOMERSET   COUNTY. 

C.  L.   Spencer,    Scalp  Level. 
W.  H.   Kretchman,   Myersdale. 
Mildred    Bills,    Somerset. 


MERCER  COUNTY. 

Margaret   Brown,    Greenville. 

Lee  Minner ,   Sharpsville. 
J.    L.   Ghering,    Mercer. 


SULLIVAN    COUNTY. 

G.  Antonette  Lancaster,    Forksville. 
Jessie   Wiede,    La   Porte. 
J.  M.   Strohl,   La  Porte. 


MIFFLIN    COUNTY. 

Geo.  A.   Leopold,   Lewistown. 
Mary  E.   Flemming,    Belleville. 
Bruce  A.  Lukens,  McVeytown. 


SUSQUEHANNA    COUNTY. 

Ernest  Sipple,  Montrose. 
Teresa  Kelley,  Montrose. 
S.   S.  Leonard,    Hopbottom. 


MONROE    COUNTY. 

Nelson  A.  Frantz,   Stroudsburg. 
Mary  Shaw,    Del.   Water   Gap. 
Mabel  Kurtz,   East  Stroudsburg. 


TIOGA   COUNTY. 

H.  E.  Raesly,  Wellsboro. 

H.   F.   Walker,    Elkland. 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Avery,    Mansfield. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Florence  Sickle,  Abington. 
Warren  R.  Rhan,  Ambler. 
Carrie   E.    Niblo,    Conshohocken. 


UNION   CITY. 

W.   W.   Spigelmyer,    Millmont. 

W.  W.   Ridge,   Cowan. 

Elbina   L.   Bender,    Lewisburg. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

Miles  J.   Derr,    Milton. 
Elmer  Schnure,  Milton. 
Pearl   Crossley,    Danville. 


VENANGO  COUNTY. 

M.   C.    Harner,    Franklin. 
S.   C.   Hays,    Oil   City. 
W.   S.  Ladds,    Franklin. 


NORTHAMPTON    COUNTY. 

John  Geisinger,    Bethlehem. 
M.   Ellen   Bender,    E.   Bangor. 
William  S.  Gruver,  Easton. 


WARREN   COUNTY. 

C.  M.   Freeman,  Tidioute. 
Claribelle   Wilkins,    Warren. 
E.   L.    Monroe,    Columbus. 


NORTHUMBERLAND   COUNTY. 

Lindley   Dennis,    Trevorton. 
W.  L.  Leopold,   Watsontown. 

Gertrude    Gerwin,    Northumberland. 


WASHINGTON    COUNTY. 

F.  W.  McVay,   Canonsburg. 
Anna  M.   Andrews,    McDonald. 
W.    H.   McElree,    Washington. 


PERRY   COUNTY. 

G.  C.  Palm,   Loysville. 
Martha   Rife.   Duncannon. 
Margaret    McKee,    New    Bloomfield. 


WAYNE  COUNTY. 

Harry  A.  Oday,  Honesdale. 

E.  E.   Kinsman,    Seelyville. 

F.  Grace    Shaffer,    Pleasant    Moui 


PIKE    COUNTY. 

D.  H.  Hornbeck,  Milford. 

A.  W.  Marvin,   Milford. 

Minnie  A.  Van  Akin,   Matamoras. 


WESTMORELAND   COUNTY. 

J.  L.  Spiegel,  Arnold. 

C.    C.   Green,    Irwin. 

Vinnie    Knappenberger,    Greensburg. 
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WYOMING  COUNTY. 

Harry  Wildrick,  Centremoreland. 
Mary  E.  Walter,  Tunkhannock. 
F.  H.   Taylor,   West  Auburn. 


JOHNSTOWN  CITY. 

W.  F.  Long,   Johnstown. 
R.    S.    Myers,    Johnstown. 
Vida  E.    Yoder. 


YORK    COUNTY. 

F.   W.   Porter,    Yoi  k. 

J.   M.  Wilson,   Stewartstown. 

Miriam  Belt,  Wellsville. 


LANCASTER    CITY. 

Mary  Martin,  Lancaster. 
Mary  Cooper,  Lancaster. 
Frank   Shibly,    Lancaster. 


ALLEGHENY   CITV. 

Mrs.  Olive  S.  Grabbing-,   Alley h'  ny. 
R.    M.    Sherrard,    Allegheny. 
H.   W.   Golden,   Allegheny. 


McKEESPORT    CITY. 

F.    N.    Frits,    McKeesport. 
Jennie  Jones,    McKeesport. 
Janet  W.   Baird,    McKeesport. 


ALLENTOWN    CITY. 

Carie  E.  Koons,  Allentown. 
Hariet  A.  Skyes,  Allentown. 
James  F.  Kressler,   Allentown. 


OIL   CITY. 

R.   A.    Baum,    Oil   City. 
Cecilia  B.   O'Neil,   Oil  City. 
Julia  Alder,    Oil  City. 


ALTOONA    CITY. 

Geo.  D.  Robb,  Altoona. 
J.  A.  Stewart,  Altoona. 
N.  Cora  Williams,   Altoona. 


PITTSBURG   CITY". 

A.  L.   Hope,    Pittsburg. 

Frelin    J.    McKnight,    Pittsburg. 

G.  M.  Parker,   Pittsburg. 


CARBONDALE   CITY. 

A.    Wilson   Geary,    Carbondale. 
Janet    Bryden,    Carbondale. 
Anna  Berry,    Carbondale. 


READING    CITY. 

Almira  J.    Wobensmith.    Reading. 
Arthur   T.   Chapin,    Reading. 
Louise  Werner. 


CHESTER    CITY. 

Thomas  S.   Cole,   Chester. 
Caroline  Jackson,   Chester. 
Florence    Williams,    Chester. 


SCRANTON    CITY. 

Rachel  Jones,    Scranton. 
Mary  A.  Doyle,   Scranton. 
Mary  Fitz  Gibbon,   Scranton. 


HARRISBURG    CITY. 

John  J.   Brehm,    Harrisburg. 
Elizabeth  S.   Knox,   Harrisburg. 
Lile  George,    Harrisburg. 


WILKES-BARRE   CITY. 

Clarence  Smith,   Wilkes-Barre. 
J.  P.   Breidinger,    Wilkes-Barre. 
John  Kenny,    Wilkes-Barre. 


HAZLETON   CITY. 

J.  Donald  Geist,  Hazleton. 
Wilbur  H.  Fleck,  Hazleton. 
Kate  Cannon,    Hazleton. 


WILLIAMSPORT,    Pa. 

L.   J.   Ulmer,    Williamsport. 
H.    A.    Ulriek,    Williamsport. 
S.  W.  Furst,   Williamsport. 
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PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


STATEMENT   SHOWING  THE   CONDITION   AND   WORKING   OF  THE   SYS 

SUPERINTENDENTS  FOR  THE 


Counties. 
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1.  Adams,     

2.  Allegheny    

3.  Armstrong 

4.  Beaver 

5.  Bedford,     

6.  Berks 

7.  Blair 

8.  Bradford,     

9.  Bucks 

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria 

12.  Cameron,     

13.  Carbon,     

14.  Centre,    

15.  Chester 

16.  Clarion 

17.  Clearfield 

18.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia 

20.  Crawford 

21.  Cumberland,    

22.  Dauphin 

23.  Delaware 

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie 

26.  Fayette 

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon 

32.  Indiana,     

33.  Jefferson 

34.  Juniata 

35.  Lackawanna,    

36.  Lancaster,    

37.  Lawrence 

38.  Lebanon 

39.  Lehigh 

40.  Luzerne 

41.  Lycoming,     

42.  McKean,    

43.  Mercer,     

44.  Mifflin,    

45.  Monroe 

46.  Montgomery,     

47.  Montour,    

48.  Northampton 

49.  Northumberland,     

50.  Perry 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snyder 

55.  Somerset 

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna,     

58.  Tioga 

59.  Union,     

60.  Venango 

61.  Warren 

62.  Washington,      

63.  Wayne 

64.  Westmoreland 

65.  Wyoming 

66.  York 

Total  county 13,780 
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GENERAL,   AND    STATISTICAL   REPORT   OF   PRI 


Name    of    Institution. 


Location. 


City  or  Town. 


County. 


THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARIES. 

Allegheny   Theological   Seminary 

Crozer   Theological   Seminary 

Divinity  School  of  the  Protectant  Epis- 
copal  Church. 

Lutheran  Theological   Seminary,    

Meadville   Theological    Seminary,    

Moravian  College  Theological  Sem- 
inary. 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Theological 
Seminary. 

School  of  Theology,    Ursinus    College,.. 

St.    Vincent  Seminary,    

Susquehanna  University,  ':  eoli  cal 
Seminary. 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church   in   the   United    States. 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

Theological  Seminary  of  St.  Charles 
Boromeo. 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed 
Episcopal    Church. 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  in  North 
America. 

Western  Theological   Seminary 


Allegheny,    Allegheny,    . . . 

Upland,     Delaware,     ... 

Philadelphia,      Philadelphia, 

Mt.    Airy,    Phiia Philadelphia, 

Meadville Crawford,     ... 

Bethlehem,     Northampton, 

Allegheny Allegheny, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Germantown Philadelphia, 

Selinsgrove,     Snyder 

Gettysburg Adams 


Lancaster,      Lancaster, 

Overbrook,     Montgomery, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Allegheny,    Allegheny, 


MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

Hahneman    Medical    College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Jefferson    Medical    College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Medical      Department,      University      of  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 

Medico-Chirurgical    College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia  Polyclinic   and  Coll  ge  fo     Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Graduates   in  Medicine. 

Western    University    of    Pennsylvania,   Pittsburg,     Allegheny,      . 

Medical  Department.  .,,,,.  _..,    -  ,  .  . 

Woman's    Medical    College    of   Pennsyl-    I  Philadelphia, 

vania. 

COLLEGES   OF   PHARMACY. 
Philadelphia   College   of   Pharmacy. 
Pittsburg    College    of    Pharmacy. 
Medico-Chirurgical        Department 
Pharmacy. 

VETERINARY   MEDICINE. 

Department     of     Veterinary     Medicine,   Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

University    of    Pennsylvania. 

DENTAL    COLLEGES. 

Department  of  Dentistry,   University  of  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  ,  , 

Department    of   Dentistry,    Medico-Chi-  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

ruriyicsl. 

Pennsylvania    College    of    Dental    Sur-  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

eery. 

Philadelphia   Dental   College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg      Dental      College.       Western  Pittsburg Allegheny,     . 

University    of    Pennsylvania. 


...  Philadelphia 145  N.   10th   St. 

...   Pittsburg Allegheny 

of  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


Carlisle Cumberland. 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


LAW   SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson    College    Law    School 

University    of   Pennsylvania,    Law    De 

part 
Western     University    of    Pennsylvania.   Pittsburg Allegheny,      . 

Law    Department. 

COLLEGES   AND  UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright  Myerstown Lebanon,     ... 

Allegheny   College Meadville Crawford,     .. 

P.ryn  Mawr Bryn   Mawr Montgomery. 

Bueknell   University Lewlsburg Union 


1826 
1S68 
1862 

1867 
1862 

1854 

1S44 
1807 

1893 
1897 
1863 

1S56 

1872 
1S68 
1S58 

issi 

1808 

1825 

1831 

1832 

1832 

1885 

1887 

1S07 

1851 

1S4S 
1825 
1765 

1818 
182; 
17.-.3 

1848 
1882 

1850 
1882 

1819 

1S19 

1850 

1S50 

1821 
1878 
1850 

1822 
1878 
1867 

1878 

1897 

1856 

18G2 

1863 
1896 

1834 
1790 

1890 
1791 

1881 

1895 

1815 

1817 

1885 

1880 

1846 

1846 
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Religious    Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
In   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


United   Presbyterian President James  A.  Grier,   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Baptist President Henry  G.   Weston,   D.  D.,   LL.   D. 

Episcopal,     Dean,     1W.   M.   Groton,   S.  Ti    D. 

Lutheran,    Dean Henry  E.   Jacobs,    D.   D.,    LL.   D. 

Unitarian President,     Franklin  C.  Southworth,  A.  M.,   S.  T.  B. 

Moravian President Augustus  Schultze,  D.  D. ,  L.  H.  D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian,    Senior   Professor David  B.  Wilson,    D.   D. 

Reformed    Church Dean James  I.    Good,    D.    D. 

Catholic President Very   Rev.    Jas.   McGill,    V.    C.   M. 

Lutheran Dean,     Charles  T.    Aikens,    A.    M. 

Lutheran,    Chairman    of    Faculty,.  J.   A.   Singmaster,    D.  D. 

Reformed   Church,    President    of    Faculty,.  Frederick  A.    Gart.    D.    D. 

Catholic',     Rector P.    J.    Garvey.    A.    M..    D.    D. 

Reformed   Episcopal Dean,     Joseph    D.   Wilson,    D.    D. 

Reformed    Presbyterian Dean JRev.    David   Steele,    D.    D..    LL.    D. 

Presbyterian President David    Gregg,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 


Hon.  Wm.  B.  Hanna.   D.  C.  L. 

Dean J.    W.    Holland,    M.    D. 

Dean Charles    H.    Frazier,    A.    B. 

Dean Seneca   Egbert,    A.    M.,    M.    D. 

Superintendent Maud  Banfield. 

Dean J.    C.    Lange. 

Dean Clara    Marshall,    M.    D. 


President Howard   B.   French,    Ph.    G. 

Dean Julius   A.    Koch,    Ph.    D. 

Dean Harvey   H.    Mentzer,    Phar.   D. 


Dean Leonard  Pearson,   B.    S.,    V.    M.   D. 


Dean Edward  C.    Kirk,    D.   D.   S..   Sc.   D. 

Dean i;     h.   Nones,    D.   D.   s. 

Dean George    W.    Warren. 

Dean l.   Greenbaum,    M.   D..    D    D.    S. 

Dean h.    E.    Friesell,    D.    D.    S. 


Dean William  Trickett,   LL.   D. 

Dean William  Draper   Lewis,    P..    S..    TA.     B 

Ph.   B. 

Dean John  D.  Shafer,    LL.   D. 


United   Evangelical President T"me=  Daniel  Woodring    A    M      D    D 

1 President Lev.   W.   H.  Crawford,    D.  D..   LT.    i>. 

minational President M.   Carev   Thomas,    Ph.   D.,    LL.   D 

Baptist President I"hn    Howard    Harris      LL.    D. 


tr*opied    from    last   year's   report 
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Name    of    Institution. 


Location. 


City  or  Town. 


County. 


Central   High    School Philadelphia, 

Dickinson    College,    Carlisle 

Franklin   and   Marshall    College Lancaster,    .. 

Geneva  College,    Beaver   Falls, 


Grove  City  College, 
Haverford  College, 
Juniata   College,    ... 


Grove    City, 

Haverford, 

Huntingdon, 


Lafayette    College .' 

Lebanon  Valley  College 

Lehigh   University 

Moravian  College  and  Theological  Sem- 
inary. 

Muhlenberg  College 

Pennsylvania  College 

Pennsylvania  Military   College 

Pennsylvania   State  College,    

St.    Vincent  College  and   Seminary 

Susquehanna  University 

Swarthmore  College 

Thiel   College 

University  of  Pennsylvania 

Ursinus   College 

The  College  of   St.   Thomas 


Easton,     

Annville,     

South    Bethlehem, 
Bethlehem,     


Allentown, 
Gettysburg,    . 

Chester,    

State   College. 

Beatty 

Selinsgrove,    . 
Swarthmore, 
Greenville,    . . 
Philadelphia, 
Collegeville, 
Villanova,     . . 


Washington  and  Jefferson Washington,     

Waynesburg   College Waynesburg 

Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,    ..   Allegheny    and    Pitts- 
burg. 

Westminster   College New   Wilmington.    ... 

Wilson   Female  College Chambersburg,     


Philadelphia 1838 

Cumberland 1783 

[17871 

Lancaster \  1836  } 

{ 1853 J 

Beaver 1S48 

Mercer 1884 

Delaware 1833 

Huntingdon 1876 

Northampton 1832 

Lebanon 1866 

Northampton 1866 

Northampton 1807 

Lehigh 1867 

Adams 1S32 

Delaware 1S62 

Centre 1859 

Westmoreland 1846 

Snyder,     1S58 

Delaware 1864 

Mercer 1S70 

Philadelphia 1740 

Montgomery,    1S69 

Delaware 1842 

Washington 1780 

Greene 1851 

Allegheny,    1787 

Lawrence 1852 

Franklin 1S70 


1&33 
1783 


1894 
1830 
1896 

1826 
1867 
1S68 
1863 


1S32 
1862 
1855 
1S70 
1858 
1868 
1879 
1753 
1869 
1848 

1802 
1851 
1819 

1852 
18  J9 
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Religious    Denomination. 


Offlcial  Title  of  Officer 
In   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


President Robert   Ellis   Thompson.  • 

Methodist    Episcopal President,     George  Edward  Reed,    D.  D.,    LL.   D. 

Reformed    Church President John   S.   Stahr,    Ph.   D.,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 

Reformed    Presbyterian,     President,     William    Pollock    Johnston,    A.    M.,    D. 

D.,    LL.    D. 

President Isaac  C.   Ketler,    Ph.   D.,   D.   D.,   LL.  D. 

Friends' President Isaac   Sharpless,    Sc.    D.,    LL.   D. 


Brethren,     President, 

Presbyterian President, 

United    Brethren President, 

Non-sectarian President, 

Moravian President, 


M.     G.     Brumbaugh,     A.     M.,     Ph.     D. 

LL.    D. 
Rev.    E.    D.    Warfield,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
Hervln  U.   Roop,    Ph.   D.,    LL.   D. 
W.   H.   Chandler,    Ph.   D.,   acting  Pres. 
Augustus   Schultze,    D.    D.,    L.    H.    D. 


Lutheran,    President,     John  A.   W.    Haas,    D.  D. 

Lutheran President Rev.    S.    G.    Hefelbower,    A.    M. 

President Charles    Eliot    Hyatt,    C.    E. 

President George   W.    Atherton,    LL.   D. 

Catholic President,     Rt.    Rev.   Leander   Schnerr,    O.    S.    B. 

Lutheran President John    B.    Focht,    D.    D. 

Friends' President Joseph    Swain,    M.    S.,    LL.    D. 

Evangelical    Lutheran President 

Provost Charles    C.    Harrison,    LL.    D. 

Reformed    Church President Rev.    David   W.    Ebbert,    D.    D. 

Catholic President Rev.    Lawrence   A.    Delurey,    D     D., 

S.    A. 

Presbyterian,    President James  D.  Moffat,   D.  D.     LL.  D. 

A.    F.    Lewis,    A.   M.,    Ph     D. 


Cumberland    Presbyterian. 


President, 

Chancellor Rev.    Samuel    B.    McCormick. 


United    Presbyterian President, 

Presbyterian President, 


Robert   Gracey   Ferguson,    D.    D. 
Matthew   Howell   Pease,    LL.   D. 
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STATE   NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 


Principal. 


Postoffice. 


First 

Second,     .. 

Third 

Fourth,     .. 
Fifth,     .... 

Sixth 

Seventh,  . 
Eighth,  .. 
Ninth.  ... 
Tenth,  ... 
Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  . 
Thirteenth, 


George   M.   Philips West  Chester. 

E.  O.  Lyte,    Millersville. 

A.  C.  Rothermel Kutztown. 

E.    L.   Kemp E.  Stroudsburg. 

Andrew  Thomas  Smith,    Mansfield. 

Judson    P.    Welsh (  Bloomsburg. 

George  M.  D.   Eckels j  Shippensburg. 

J.  R.  Flickinger,- j  Lock  Haven. 

D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,    Indiana. 

T.  B.  Noss California. 

Albert   E.    Maltby,    Slippery  Rock. 

John  F.  Bigler,    Edinboro. 

J.  George  Becht !  Clarion. 
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County.  Name. 

(Commissions  expire  June  1, 
1908.) 


Postoffice. 


Salary. 


Adams,    H.   Milton   Roth 

Allegheny Samuel  Hamilton,... 

Armstrong Miles  A.  Milliron,    ... 

Beaver,    Andrew  Lester,    

Bedford J.  Anson  Wright,    ... 

Berks Eli    M.    Rapp,    

Blair,    T.    S.    Davis 

Bradford H.    S.    Putnam,     

Bucks A.   S.  Martin,*   

Butler,    R.    S.   Penfield 

Cambria,    Herman   T.    Jones,    . 

Cameron,    ;  Mattie  M.  Collins,    .. 

Carbon James    J.    Bevan,    ... 

Centre,   David  O.  Etters 

Chester,     G.   W.   Moore,    

Clarion,    L.  L.  Himes 

Clearfield William  E.   Tobias,.. 

Clinton,    Ira   N.    McCloskey,    . 

Columbia W.   W.   Evans 

Crawford,    John  D.  Goodwin,    ... 

Cumberland J.   Kelso  Green 

Dauphin,     H.   V.   B.   Garver,    ... 

Delaware,     A.    G.    C.    Smith,    .... 

Elk,    J.W.Sweeney 

Erie Samuel"  B.   Bayle,    ... 

Payette,    Clement  G.  Lewellyn, 

Forest,    |  D.  W.  Morrison,    

Franklin L.   F.   Benchoff 

Fulton J  Chas.  E.  Barton 

Greene,    J.  C.  Stewart,    

Huntingdon,   J.  G.  Dell 

Indiana J.    T.    Stewart,    

Jefferson R.   B.  Teitriek,    

Juniata,     H.  C.  Klinger 

Lackawanna J.   C.   Taylor,    

Lancaster,    Milton  J.   Brecht,    ... 

Lawrence,    R.G.Allen 

Lebanon,     John  W.  Snoke,    

Lehigh Alvin  Rupp,    

Luzerne,    Frank  P.  Hopper,    ... 

Lycoming,    I  Gardner  B.   Milnor,    . 

McKean Burdette  S.  Bayle,    .. 

Mercer,    Frederick  F.  Foltz,    . 

Mifflin,    .... "I  James   F.    Wills,    

Monroe,    !  Frank  Koehler,    

Montgomery,    .......... j  J-   Horace  Landis,    .. 

Montour,     i  Chas.  W.  Derr 

Northampton,    \    Geo.   A.  Grim 

Northumberland, j  W.  W.  Fetzer,    

Perry,     I  Ezra  H.  Bryner.t 

Pike,    Lucian  Westbrook,    . 

Potter j  Otis  A.  Kilbourn, 

Schuylkill,    

Snyder,    

Somerset,    

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,     

Tioga 

Union,     

Venango 

Warren 

Washington,    

Wayne 

Westmoreland,    

Wyoming 

York 


Livingston   Seltzer,    .. 

Geo.  W.  Walborn 

D.   W.   Seibert 

J.  E.  R.  Killgore 

Geo.  A.   Stearns 

W.   R.  Longstreet,    ... 

D.  P.  Stapleton 

Dallas  W.  Armstrong, 

Orlo   J.    Gunning 

Frank   R.    Hall 

D.    L.    Hower 

R.  C.    Shaw 

Frank  H.   Jarvis,    .... 
Chas.    W.    Stine 


Gettysburg,     

Braddock,     

Kittanning,    

Beaver   Falls 

Bedford 

Hamburg,     

Altoona,    

Towanda,    

Doylestown,    

Chicora,     

Ebensburg,    

Emporium,     

Mauch  Chunk 

Belief onte,    

Ercildoun,    

Clarion,    

Clearfield 

Lock  Haven 

Bloomsburg,    

Meadville,    

Carlisle,     , 

Middletown,    

Media 

Saint  Marys 

Fairview,    

Brownsville 

Tionesta,     

Chambersburg,    .., 
McConnellsburg,    , 

Jefferson,    

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Brookville 

Liverpool,   

Scranton,    , 

Lancaster,    

New  Castle 

Lebanon,     

Allentown 

Wilkes-Barre,    — 

Muncy 

Smethport 

Mercer,     

Belleville,    

Gilberts,    

Norristown,     , 

Washingtonville, 

Nazareth,    

Milton,    

New  Bloomfield,   ., 
Dingman's  Ferry, 

Coudersport,   

Pottsville 

Freeburg , 

Somerset,    

Dushore , 

Harford,    

Mansfield,     

Lewisburg,    

Franklin 

Warren,     

Washington,   

Honesdale,     

Greensburg 

Tunkhannock,    .... 
Dallastown,    


500  00 
500  00 
000  00 
800  00 
768  00 
000  00 
800  00 
500  00 
200  00 
712  00 
000  00 
500  00 
100  00 
672  00 
500  00 
618  00 
000  00 
600  00 
COO  00 
942  00 
594  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
500  00 
500  00 
686  00 
200  00 
574  00 
564  00 
000  00 
100  00 
060  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
700  00 
800  00 
000  00 
000  00 
700  00 
714  00 
5C0  00 
300  00 
500  00 
500  00 
(584  00 
550  00 
450  00 
500  00 
600  00 
000  00 
125  00 
000  00 
200  00 
686  00 
000  00 
015  00 
566  00 
698  00 
000  Ou 
600  00 
500  00 
600  00 
000  00 


•A.   S.   Martin  resigned  and  J.  M.   Shelley  was  appointed  January  1,   1906. 

tEzra  H.  Bryner  resigned  Nov.  15,   1905.  and  Samuel  S.  Willard    was  appointed  in  his  place. 
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City,  Borough  and  Townshtp  Superintendents. 


City,       Borough      or 
Township. 


Allegheny,    

Allentown,     

Altoona 

Archbald 

Ashland,    

Bangor,    

Beaver  Falls 

Bethlehem 

Braddock 

Bradford 

Bristol 

Butler 

Carbondale,    

Carlisle,     

Chambersburg 

Cheltenham    township 
(Montgomery  Co.),  .. 

Chester 

Coal  township  (North- 
umberland Co.) 

Coatesville,    

Columbia,     

Conshohocken 

Corry 

Danville 

DuBois,    

Dunmore 

Easton 

Erie,    

Franklin,    

Greensburg 

Greenville,   

Hanover,    

Harrisburg,     

Hazleton,    

Hazle   township,    (Lu- 
zerne  Co.) 

Homestead 

Huntingdon 

Jeannette 

Johnstown 

Lancaster 

Lansford,    

Lebanon,     

Lock  Haven 

Lower      Merion      twp. 
(Montgomery  Co.),   .. 

McKeesport 

Mahanoy  City 

Mahanoy         township 
(Schuylkill  Co.) 

Meadville,    

Middletown 

Milton 

Minersville 

Monessen,    

Mount  Carmel 

Nanticoke 

New  Brighton 

New  Castle 

Newport  township  (Lu- 
zerne  Co.) 

Norristown 

Oil  City 

Olyphant.   


Name. 
(Commissions  expire  June  1, 
1908.) 


John  Morrow,  .. . 
Francis  D.  Raub, 
H.  J.  Wightman, 
Wm.  A.  Kelly,  .. 
Wm.  C.  Estler,  . 
J.  W.  Gruver,  .. . 
Edward  Maguire, 
F.  W.  Robbins,  . 
Grant   Norris,    ... 

E.    E.   Miller 

Louise  D.  Baggs, 
John  A.  Gibson,  . 
Elmer  E.  Garr,  .. 
John  C.  Wagner, 
Samuel  Gelwix,    . 


Charles  A.  Wagner, 
A.  D.   Yocum,    , 


Albert  Lloyd,   

Wm.  T.  Gordon, 
Daniel  Fleisher,  . 
Elmer  B.  Ziegler, 
Virgil  G.  Curtis, 


Postoffice. 


Salary. 


Allegheny $4,000  00 

Allentown 1,750  00 

Altoona,     2,400  00 

Archbald 1,140  00 

Ashland,    1.200  00 

Bangor 1,200  00 

Beaver  Falls,   1,80 J  00 

Bethlehem 1,800  00 

Braddock,     2,400  00 

Bradford,    2,600  00 

Bristol 1,000  00 

Butler,    2,500  00 

Carbondale 1,500  00 

Carlisle,   1.400  00 

Chambersburg 1,000  00 

Ashbourne 1,700  00 

Chester,    2,200  00 


Shamokin,    1;800  00 

Coatesville,    1,500  00 

Columbia 1,600  00 

Conshohock.-n 1,500  00 

Corry 1,600  00 

Jrie   L.    Gordy {Danville 1.200  0"' 

J.   H.  Alleman,    DuBois 2,000  00 

Charles  F.  Hoban |  Dunmore,    1,600  00 

W.  W.  Cottingham \  Easton,    2,000  00 

H.  C.  Missimer,    j  Erie,     3,400  00 

Charles  E.    Lord,    I  Franklin 1,800  00 

Thomas  S.  March J  Greensburg 2,100  00 

James  J.  Palmer Greenville 1,600  00 

J.  C.  Carey,    |  Hanover 1,050  00 

F.  E.  Downes,    !  Harrisburg,     2,500  00 

David  A.   Harman Hazleton 2.200  00 

Joseph   B.   Gabrio,    Hazleton,    1.800  00 

James  M.   Norris Homestead 2,400  00 

E.R.Barclay,   Huntingdon 1,350  00 

T.  B.   Shank,    Jeannette 1,500  00 

James  N.  Muir,    Johnstown 2,500  00 

R.  K.   Buehrle Lancaster,    2,000  00 

Elmer   E.   Kuntz Lansford 1.200  00 

R.T.Adams,    Lebanon 1,600  00 

John  A.   Robb Lock  Haven 1,100  00 

A.   Reist  Rutt Ardmore 1.800  00 

Joseph  B.   Richey McKeesport 2,700  00 

W.  N.  Ehrhart Mahanoy  City 1.650  00 

Daniel  F.  Guinan Mahanoy  City 1.700  00 

U.   G.   Smith Meadville 1,800  00 

H.  J.  Wickey,    Middletown 1,080  00 

W.  A.  "Wilson,    Milton 1,500  00 

H.  H.  Spayd,    Minersville 1,200  00 

Robt.   W.    Himelick,    ...    Monessen 1,800  00 

Samuel  H.   Dean Mount  Carmel 1,500  00 

John  Wm.    Griffith Nanticoke 2,400  00 

Wm.   D.   Brightwell,    ...     New  Brighton 1,650  00 

T.  A.  Kimes New  Castle 1,800  00 

H.  U.  Nyhart Olenlyon,    1,500  00 

Joseph  K.  Gotwals,*   ...    Norristown 1,800  00 

Chas.  A.  Babcock Oil  City 2,500  00 

M.    W.    Cummings Olyphant,    1,200  00 


•Supt.  Gotwals  died  Oct.  8.  1905;  A.  S.  Martin  appointed  Jan.  1. 


1906. 
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City,  Borough  and  Township   Superintendents — Continued. 


City,       Borough 
Township. 


Name. 
(Commissions  Expire 
June,  1908.) 


Salary. 


Philadelphia,    

Phoenixville 

Pittsburg,     

Pottstown,     

Pottsville, 

Radnor  township  (Del 

aware  Co.),    

Reading- 

Rochester,    

Scranton,    

Shamokin 

Sharon,    

Shenandoah,     

Sheraden,    

South  Bethlehem 

South  Sharon,   

Steelton,    

Sunbury,    

Tamaqua,     

Tarentum,    

Taylor,   

Titusville,     

Tyrone,    

Waynesboro 

West   Chester,    

Wilkes-Barre,    

Wilkinsburg 

Williamsport,     

York,     


Edward  Brooks i  Philadelphia $5,000  00 

Robt.  E.  Laramy |  Phoenixville 1,500  On 


Samuel  Andrews, 
W.  W.  Rupert,  . 
B.    F.    Patterson, 


Pittsburg,     6,000  00 

Pottstown 1 ,  £00  0C 

Pottsville,     1,800  00 


George    H.   Wilson !  Wayne ,    1 

Charles   S.   Foos,    :  Reading 3 

Orrin  C.  Lester,    |  Rochester,    1 

George  W.  Phillips,    Scranton 3 

Joseph   Howerth Shamokin,     2 

S.    H.    Hadley Sharon 1 

J.  W.   Cooper,    Shenandoah 1 

F.   L.   Hannum :  Sheridanville 1 

Owen  R.  Wilt South  Bethlehem,    ..  1 

C.  G.  Canon South  Sharon 1 

L.   E,   McGinnes I  Steelton 2 

Ira    Shipman,     Sunbury 1 


Tamaqua,    1, 

Tarentum 1, 

Taylor,    1, 

Titusville 2. 

Tyrone 1, 

Waynesboro '  1, 

West  Chester,    2. 

Wilkes-Barre,    ?, 

Wilkinsburg 2. 

Charles   Lose,    Williamsport,     2, 

Atreus  Wanner York ;  2, 


Robert  F.  Ditchburn, 

A.    D.    Endsley,     

M.   J.   Lloyd 

Henry   Pease 

I.  C.   M.  Ellenberger, 

J.  H.  Reber 

Addison   L.   Jones,    .. 
James   M.   Conghlin, 
J.   L.   Allison 


,900  00 
,000  00 
,500  00 
,500  00 
,000  00 
,?00  00 
,800  00 
,800  00 
,500  00 
.300  00 
,250  00 
,500  00 

500  00 
600  00 
20n  00 
100  0Q 
400  00 
300  00 

501  00 
500  00 
500  00 
200  0" 
000  00 
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Adams,    1  278 

Allegheny,       4  282 

Armstrong,      5  290 

Beaver,      7  294 

Bedford,       8  298 

Berks, 12  302 

Blair,     14  306 

Bradford, 16  308 

Bucks 19  312 

Butler,    20  316 

Cambria,    21  320 

Cameron,    24  324 
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Centre 28  330 
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Clarion 35  336 
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COUNTIES.  Written.     Statistical 

Page.  Page. 

Luzerne,     89  410 

Lycoming, 90  414 

McKean,    94  418 

Mercer,    95  420 

Mifflin 96  424 

Monroe,    97  426 

Montgomery,     99  428 

Montour,    102  432 

Northampton 103  434 

Northumberland,    105  438 

Perry,    107  442 

Pike,    108  444 

Potter 110  446 

Schuylkill,    112  448 

Snyder,    113  452 

Somerset,    114  484 

Sullivan 117  458 

Susquehanna,    119  460 

Tioga 120  464 

Union,    122  468 
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Washington,    127  476 
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Chester,    160 

Coal  township   (Northumberland  Co.),   162 
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Ccatesville 163 
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Du    Bois 170 
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Efston 173 
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Franklin,    176 
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Huntingdon,    183 
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Johnstown 185 

Lancaster,      189 
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Lock   Haven 192 

Mr Keesport,    194 

Mahanoy  City,   200 

Mf.banoy  twp.  (Schuylkill  Co.) 202 

Meadville,  203 

Mlddletown,    206 

Milton,    208 

Mount  Carmel 209 

Nanticoke,     210 

New  Brighton,   .211 

New  Castle,  212 

Newport  twp.   (Luzerne  Co.) 213 
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Oil  City 216 

Olyphant,   '. 217 

rhoenixville,     219 

Piitsburg,     220 

Pottstown,    220 

rottsville 222 

Reading,   223 

Scranton,    227 

Share  okin 229 

Sharon 230 

Shenandoah,     231 
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St<  elton,     234 

Sunbury,     236 

Tamaqua 238 

Taylor 239 

T  i  tusville,    241 

38—5—1905 
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Tyrone,     241 
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